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Chapter 1: The Brothers
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Once upon a time, there was a Red Wizard. With his sleigh and team of white reindeer, he would travel the land in times of war, and on Christmas Eve, deliver toys and goodies to the scared children who needed happiness in dark times. Though many children tried to meet this mystical man and thank him for his gifts, his magic was too quick, and he would vanish before any could see him. There was one place, however, where the Red Wizard stopped, and rested on his long journeys, Castle Grand. 

Castle Grand’s location was a secret, but there was one family who knew where it was. The royal family of the kingdom possessed a secret map that showed how to reach the hidden castle. It foretold of dangerous paths and terrible monsters along the way, so the king and queen had not attempted the journey. But the king and queen were not the only members of the royal family. There was also their children, the three princes.

There was the eldest, clad in blue, who was cunning, but overly cautious. The middle, clad in red, who was brave, but quick to start a fight. And the youngest, clad in yellow, who was honest, but often to his detriment.

There was one Christmas Eve when the kingdom was in a time of war. The three young princes had not been told about the terrible fighting that was happening in their homeland, and so they were only excited for the coming of the Red Wizard.

They lay in their beds struggling to keep their eyes open as they waited for the wizard’s arrival. The Yellow Prince fell asleep first, unable to keep his eyes open. The Red Prince fell asleep next, though his effort to remain awake was great. The last awake was the Blue Prince, feeling his eyes becoming heavy. Just after the Blue Prince fell asleep, a flash of bright red light came from under the door of their room.

The three princes awoke the next day to find many toys and goodies left for them. The three boys played happily with their new gifts, but the eldest wished that he had remained awake just a moment longer, to have met the Red Wizard. 

The war in the kingdom soon ended, and peace was restored. So, for the following years, the three princes and their family made many happy memories, but with no visits from the Red Wizard. The king told his sons that with peace restored, the Red Wizard had gone to other lands to make other children happy with his gifts. 

As the years went by the princes grew closer and closer to becoming men. The Blue Prince was content with the gifts he’d received from the Red Wizard, but he still wished he had met the man. He discussed this with his brothers, who shared his wish, and the Red Prince boldly said they should go in secret to Castle Grand and personally thank the Red Wizard for his gifts. The Blue Prince, being afraid to make the journey, said they should not. 

The Red Prince proclaimed he would go without his brothers if they were too afraid to join him. The Yellow Prince agreed to go, saying it was only right to thank the Red Wizard for his gifts. The Blue Prince knew his brothers would attempt the trip with or without him, so he agreed to go. 

After leaving a note to their parents, the three princes began their quest. The Blue Prince acquired a large wagon carrying all the supplies they’d need, pulled by two horses. With their rich garments exchanged for simple traveling clothes, the three princes appeared as three traveling brothers.

Little did the princes know the many adventures they would have on their way to Castle Grand. Each would face tests and trials of cunning, bravery, and honesty, on their journey to meet the Red Wizard. 
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Chapter 2: The Sorcerer’s Daughter
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One day on their journey, the three princes came to a large canyon that cut across their path, stretching as far as the eye could see in both directions. The Blue Prince, looking at their map, said there should be a bridge, but none could be seen. 

The Red Prince said they should have their horses and wagon jump the canyon. The Blue Prince quickly rejected this idea. 

The Yellow Prince pointed to their right, saying they should ask the maiden in the field where the bridge was. The older princes looked and saw a girl dressed in dirty rags pulling wild potatoes out of the ground with great effort. 

The princes went over and offered the girl assistance, the Red Prince offering to do the work for her, the Blue Prince showing an easier method of removing the vegetables, and the Yellow Prince asking why she was working alone. 

The maiden explained she was her father’s only child, and she was made to do all the work while he remained at home. All three princes agreed this was unjust, and the Blue Prince offered to take the maiden away from the place if she showed them the bridge. 

The maiden explained that her father was a powerful sorcerer and only he could reveal the location of the bridge, which was shrouded with magic. The Red Prince announced that they should slay the sorcerer, but the Blue Prince said that even if they could kill the father, they might still never learn where the bridge was and be unable to complete their journey.

The Blue Prince came up with a plan. They would go to the sorcerer’s home and agree to do whatever he asked to reveal the bridge, then, once they could cross, they would take the maiden across with them. The brothers liked this plan, but the maiden doubted her father would fall for such a trick. Nevertheless, she led the princes back to her father’s home.

Arriving at the sorcerer’s home the princes were amazed. A towering castle of shining white bricks and gold trim stood before them. The maiden led the princes inside and told her father they wished to cross the canyon. 

The sorcerer, dressed in fine white robes with gold trim, was nothing but kind to his guests, and seeing that night was approaching, promised them a great dinner before seeing them on their way. The three princes were thankful for the sorcerer’s generosity, but always aware of the maiden’s suffering. 

First, the young girl served the princes all manner of bread with butter and jam. But all the while the sorcerer did not raise a hand to help his daughter, and she looked exhausted from the baking and serving. 

Next the poor girl served the princes all manner of meats, with turkey and hams thickly sliced. But, again, the sorcerer did not raise a hand to help his daughter, and she stooped as if ready to collapse. 

Finally, the princes were served all manner of sweets, with cake and cookies perfectly baked. As the maiden placed the last tray on the table, she collapsed to the floor. The sorcerer rose to his feet and angrily shouted at the girl to get up. 

Throughout the dinner, the Blue and Red Prince had kept quiet, knowing that eventually their plan would free the poor maiden once the sorcerer revealed the bridge, but the Yellow Prince had been slowly losing his patience with the vile sorcerer who treated his daughter so badly. As the man shouted at the maiden to get up from her collapse, the Yellow Prince could stand it no longer and drew his sword, standing over the fallen maiden. 

The Red Prince had been similarly waiting for an excuse to fight and so too stood and drew his sword. Seeing that the plan was abandoned, the Blue Prince reluctantly got to his feet as well, and with a shaking hand, also drew his sword, though he despaired, knowing that whether they won or lost, they would never be able to cross the canyon. 

The sorcerer regarded the three princes for a moment, then smiled, and told the maiden she could stand. The three princes were shocked as the maiden got to her feet without a trace of her former weariness. The three brothers were also in awe as her clothing changed from dirty rags to a pure white robes with gold trim like her father’s. 

The maiden explained that she had never been as weary as she appeared to be, and that her father’s magic gave her the strength to do any task without becoming tired. Then the sorcerer said that by showing courage to help the maiden even though it could’ve stranded them without a means to cross the canyon, he would reveal the bridge to them and let them cross. 

The Blue Prince laughed and explained to the sorcerer they had planned to help the maiden escape with them once he’d revealed the bridge. The sorcerer laughed too, saying he would never have revealed the bridge had they not confronted him and passed his test, but at least they had planned to do good from the start. 

Awaking the next day, the princes were further amazed when they left the sorcerer’s castle and saw a massive white stone bridge wide enough to fit two of their carts. As they made the crossing, the sorcerer and his daughter waved from the parapets of their castle and the three princes waved back. 

The older two brothers then turned to the Yellow Prince and congratulated him for solving the sorcerer’s test. The Yellow Prince shrugged and said that he hadn’t been thinking about a test, only that he could not pretend he didn’t care about the maiden’s suffering.
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illustrated by Abigail Ryan
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