
Table of Contents

1.  Foreword

2.  Vicious Iran War

3.  Short Or Long War?

4.  History

5.  Iran's War For Survival?

6.  Popular Support?

7.  New Supreme Leader

8.  Iran's Retaliatory Strikes

9.  Forever War?

10.  Propaganda And War Mystery?

11.  Obliteration?

12.  Economic Fallout?

13.  Tragic Replay?

14.  Losing The Plot?

15.  Israeli Plot?

16.  Invincible?

17.  Trump Outmaneuvered?

18.  Protect Israel?

19.  A Little Excursion?

20.  Unconditional Surrender?

21.  Costly War?

22.  Is It Mission Accomplished?

23.  Dangerous Escalations?

24.  Gulf States?

25.  Trumpian Tantrums And Escalations?

26.  Turning Point?

27.  A Changed World

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

1.  ​Foreword 
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A New Iran? A New Middle East?: Has Trump Turned The Middle East Upside Down? Has Israel Finally Overreached Itself?

A momentous turning point?

As vicious and irrational as this latest war in Iran is, is this an important turning point and the dawning of a new era of peace and opportunity in the Middle East?
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2.  ​Vicious Iran War
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The joint preemptive strike of the USA and Israel on Iran that started on 28 February 2026 was meant simply to prevent Iran from developing a nuclear weapon, to destroy Iran's missile capabilities and to effect regime change in Iran.

But it has since spun out of control, and has changed the geopolitics of the entire Middle East radically.

It has escalated to become a regional war, and may even escalate worldwide if Russia and China get sucked in.
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3.  ​Short Or Long War?
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While Trump was touting the apparent initial knockout success of the Israel-USA joint preemptive strikes, Iran has mounted a series of fierce counterstrikes against Israeli and American assets in the region, including American military bases and embassies in the Gulf States.

Most alarming was the announcement by Iran president Pezeshkian on day 8 of the war that Iranian armed forces “acted on their own authority and did what was necessary to defend our homeland with dignity and strength.” 

It appears the war of defense in Iran has been purposely decentralized as a strategic decision for national and regime survival.

This was a recurring message from Iranian leaders justifying the heavy targeting of cities and facilities across the Gulf Arab states.
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4.  ​History 
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Historically, Persia survived after the brutal conquest of Alexander the Great in 331 BC to rise again eventually in 224 AD as the Sasanian empire.

And, after the American-sponsored short-lived Shah Kingdom, it rose again in 1979 as the Islamic Republic Of Iran. There is therefore no reason why Iran cannot come out of this latest war relatively intact, and maybe more united.

Yes, history seems to be repeating itself.

Why have we not learned anything?

Are Western politicians so blinded by their unchallenged military might?
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5.  ​Iran's War For Survival?
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Ironically, Trump's preemptive strikes may have saved the Iranian regime from a likely internal uprising because the war has aroused the spectre of rabid Iranian nationalism.

Trump has already created a sense of national crisis among Iranians for Iranians to come together to defend Iran.

Indeed, following the preemptive strikes by the USA and Israel, there was probably an increased patriotic sentiment among Iranians, and an even greater appreciation of the grave danger of the existential threat posed by the foreign invasion from Israel and America.

Does Trump realize that he has just gifted the Mullahs with an indisputable reason and a trump card to rally the Iranian nation?

Does he realize that he has saved the cleric regime from the surging popular discontent resulting from the mounting economic hardship and the severe water shortage of recent months due to terrible droughts?

Now, the whole of Iran is focused on surviving the Israeli and American attack.
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6.  ​Popular Support?
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Indeed, if the popular support level of the Iranian regime was split 50-50 between the fervent religious supporters and the liberal opposition before this war, it won't be surprising it has risen to well over 60% for the regime now due to the rising patriotic sentiment to save the nation from foreign occupation.

Whatever hardship the population had faced before the war was almost nothing compared to the horrific trauma and destruction of war now.

Is this not what is expected in a nation's existential crisis?

Indeed, there are plenty of such cases in history.

Why have the war belligerents never learned?
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7.  ​New Supreme Leader 
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Iran appointed a new supreme leader Mojtaba Khamenei on day 9 of the war to replace the assassinated former leader.

Israel has vowed to assassinate him and any other successor too.

And Trump has said of Iran's new leader: "I don't believe he can live in peace." 

But, on day 11, this giant mural celebrating the transition appeared in central Tehran:
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There is still much speculation about whether Iran's new supreme leader was seriously wounded, incapacitated or even dead, or that he has been specially sequestered away from Israeli assassination. 

Some reports even say he is in a Moscow hospital as a guest of Putin.

This deliberate ambiguity about the current location of the new supreme leader may well be Iran's greatest tactical move in this war.
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8.  ​Iran's Retaliatory Strikes 
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On that day that giant billboard of the Ayatollahs appeared in Tehran, Iran and Hezbollah launched a massive coordinated retaliatory strike in the continuing war against America and Israel.

Reports emerged that deadly cluster munitions were hitting Israel in synchronized attacks. 

The warheads of these missiles burst open at high altitudes, scattering dozens of smaller bomblets across a wide area. The smaller bombs are difficult to intercept and have proven lethal, despite Israel's strong air defense. 

A new quieter and more deadly class of electric war drones Shahed-101 has also been used by Iran in its retaliatory strikes in the region.

Significantly, lethal sea drones are also being used to attack commercial shipping and oil tankers in the Persian Gulf, aggravating the oil supply crisis caused by the war.

On day 22 of the war, Israel suffered its first extensive damages and injuries in its southern cities of Dimona and Arad near its nuclear facility from massive Iranian strikes.
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9.  ​Forever War?
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Is this war going to be another US forever war that Trump had earlier forsworn in his election campaign?

Is this an overt attempt for regime change in stark contrast to the latest 2025 US National Security Strategy of Trump himself which prioritises national interests over changing foreign regimes.  

Is this another quagmire, or “stupid war” in Trump's famous trademark terminology, that the USA has got itself into because of its toxic politics?
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