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Children are naturally curious about the world around them, and
 curiosity is a powerful motivation for reading. Studies show that
 informational reading is critical to success in school. National
 Geographic Kids Readers allow you to feed your children’s interests
 and create readers who not only can read, but also want to read!

To sustain children’s excitement about reading, we have created a
 special program called NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KIDS SUPER READERS.
 As kids read each National Geographic Kids Reader, they cross
 off its picture on a free National Geographic Kids Super Readers
 poster that parents can download from natgeokids.com/superreaders.

Throughout the process, kids and parents go to the website and
 download specially designated prizes that reward their effort. Kids
 can have even more reading fun online, with lively book-related
 activities, quizzes and games, fascinating excerpts, and sneak
 previews of upcoming books.

The National Geographic Kids Super Readers program appeals to
 kids’ love of accomplishment while providing them with incentives
 to keep reading. When the reading experience is fun, children learn
 more and achieve more. What could be better than that?

Sincerely,




Mariam Jean Dreher
 Professor of Reading Education
 University of Maryland, College Park
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For the littlest Hankins —S.W.D.
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Leopards are
 good swimmers.




Rhinos have poor eyesight—
sometimes they attack trees
 and rocks by accident!




The venomous puff adder kills more humans than any other snake in Africa.




Springboks like to jump in the
 air over and over. It’s called
 “pronking,” and scientists
 aren’t sure why they do it.




Some of Africa’s tree seeds have to
 be swallowed and pooped out by
 elephants before they can sprout.




African elephants
 have the largest
 ears of any animal
 in the world.




Hyenas live in groups of up to 80 individuals.




Sand cats have thick fur on their paws that
 helps protect them from hot desert sand.




Lions in a pride say hello
 by rubbing their heads together.
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At birth, a giraffe
 is the height of
 an adult man.




A male African elephant’s tusks
 can be eight feet long. That’s
 longer than a king-size bed!




A zebra’s stripes are as
 unique as your fingerprint.
 No two zebras have the
 same pattern of stripes.




Hyenas look like
 dogs, but they’re
 more closely
 related to cats.




African elephants create
 about 200 pounds of poop a
 day. That’s as much as a
 refrigerator weighs!




A Darwin’s bark spider can spin a web 82 feet across—about as long as two city buses!




Civets produce a substance
 that was once used as an
 ingredient in perfume.




A leopard’s hearing is five times
 better than a human’s hearing.




Sociable weaverbirds
 build nests that can be
 20 feet wide and have
 100 or more nesting
 chambers.




An impala’s leap can carry it 30 feet—
about the length of a city bus!




Male African kudus grow
 spiral-shaped horns.




Giraffes’ tongues are blue-black
 to protect them from sunburn.




An ostrich’s eyes are
 about the size of
 racquetballs.




Leopards are so strong
 they can drag an
 animal twice their
 weight up a tree.




Buffalo will chase
 lions that have
 attacked a member
 of their herd.




A giraffe’s neck can be
 eight feet long—but it has
 the same number of neck
 bones as a human: seven.
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CHAPTER 1
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The African
 elephant is the
 world’s HEAVIEST
 LAND ANIMAL.




The world’s
 SMALLEST
 BUTTERFLY is the
 dwarf blue.




When the orange sun rises over Africa,
 many animals come out to eat breakfast.
 Giraffes stretch their long necks to nibble
 tender leaves. Elephants sip water through
 their bendy trunks. Antelopes gather to
 graze while lions lazily look on. All kinds
 of creatures make their home here.
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Africa is home to some of the BIGGEST, TALLEST,

FASTEST, AND MOST DANGEROUS animals on Earth.
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