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  PERKY Turkey, dressed in blue shorts with a white headband and red tennis shoes, prepared for exercise class one hot July morning.


  She had just blown her whistle, when Terry Turkey came running to her.
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  “There's a hole in the fence! There's a hole in the fence!” Terry shouted. “We're free. Let's go look for grasshoppers.”
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  “We can do our exercises by the creek where it's nice and cool,” suggested Henny Turkey.
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  “Come on,” urged Tom. “Let's have some fun. We can dust ourselves in the sand near the plum thicket.”
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  Perky pondered a minute. “Okay,” she said. “We'll go, but stay together. Coyotes, bobcats, and hunters are always looking for a turkey.”
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  “When we get out of here,” Terry whispered to Henny, “I'm striking out alone to look for grasshoppers and maybe find a worm or two.”
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  “You'd better be careful,” cautioned Henny. “It's dangerous out in the wild.”
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  One by one, the turkeys slipped through the fence and made their way to the oak tree. No one noticed Terry sneak behind a clump of bushes.
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  No one noticed, that is, except a coyote hiding in the tall grass. His eyes sparkled and his mouth watered, as he thought about a turkey dinner.
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