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  To the people of Montana, that these pieces of our history may not be lost.


  And to the witnesses, whether you have spoken or not. May you someday be free from fear of ridicule and persecution, and lay claim to the validity of your own perceptions and experiences.
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  INTRODUCTION


  Congratulations, dear reader. By picking up this book, you have demonstrated your capability to push through the “ridicule barrier” in our culture and question what the dominant culture has told you is true. Because humans are highly social animals, this is not an easy step for most people to take.


  How do we humans come to know what we know? Believe what we believe? The answer is not simple. Life experience is important, and so is our family of origin, the schools and community we grew up in, and the culture that surrounds us. By the time we reach adulthood, we like to think we’ve pretty much figured out most things. What we’ve learned and done so far has kept us alive, so we’re not too keen on changing our understanding of the world and our role in it, our beliefs about “what it’s all about.”


  Nevertheless, it’s clear we’ve not all arrived in the same place in our “worldviews.” Consensus reality seems to be a thing of the past, if it ever existed. Here at the dawn of the Third Millennium, we may have more “worldviews” to choose from than at any time in history, and they are colliding. This is both unsettling and liberating.


  If security is very important to us, then we may resist information that “rocks” our understanding of the way things are. But if truth is important to us, we will be more open to that which challenges our worldview. This book is not for those ruled by the need for security. It is for those secure enough within themselves to be open to new information, and humble enough to know they might not have all the answers.


  I invite you to accompany me on a journey that has not been easy, but it has been gratifying and wondrous. To introduce myself, your prospective guide, let me tell you a little about my background. I came to Montana in 1973 to pursue graduate work in zoology at the University of Montana. I was twenty-four. Over the next ten years I was thoroughly steeped in evolutionary biology and scientific methodology. I studied inter-island variation in West Indian finches and eventually completed my Ph.D. in zoology and animal behavior.


  My family of origin valued education, especially in science. My father left his family wheat farm and earned one of the first aeronautical engineering degrees in 1948 in Wichita, Kansas, “Air Capital of the World.” My mother’s family, like many others in the Great Depression, struggled to make ends meet, but she was able to complete a college degree with a scholarship she received as valedictorian of her high school graduating class. My older brother became a planetary scientist. One of his career achievements was an experiment on board the Cassini-Huygens Mission to Titan, Saturn’s largest moon. My younger sister earned an M.S. in Library Science and was Collection Manager for the Wichita Public Library until her retirement in 2011. We are all lifelong learners, with a heavy bent toward rationalism and critical thinking.


  There is another piece important to my background. In 1963 my mother had to undergo closed heart surgery, a dangerous operation on a beating heart with a fifty percent mortality risk. A few hours after surgery, my mother’s heart arrested, and she was technically dead for several minutes. She was revived and eventually recovered, though never to her previous strength. During that period of no heartbeat, my mother had what is now known as a “near-death experience.” Years later, books came out about the astounding similarities in these experiences and their after-effects on people’s lives.


  My mother’s case was a classic example. She had complete memory of that time, including meeting her own mother who had died six months earlier and other wondrous experiences she struggled to find words for, while tears welled in her eyes during the telling. I remember especially her saying she had never felt so surrounded in love. My mother had always been a staunch Methodist and a deeply moral person, but this experience had a truly profound effect on her life. Among other things, she entirely lost her fear of death. Her near-death experience is part of my heritage.


  So I have a critical mind with a great respect for knowledge and scientific method. And I am comfortable with the fact that there are some things that science just can’t explain, at least not yet. Perhaps that is why I have always had an interest in those pieces of information that don’t quite fit into the dominant worldview. This is how I ended up studying what we in the trade call “ufology.”


  Like many Americans living in the mainstream scientific materialist world, the subject of UFOs was out-of-bounds for me for the first forty-nine years of my life. I worked predominantly in the science-based fields of ecology and conservation. As I moved into writing, a series of circumstances led me through a door I had not previously opened. In fact, I did not even know the door was there.


  Although curious about the topic of extraterrestrial life, I was basically convinced it was highly unlikely that extraterrestrial spacecraft were visiting Earth. For the most part, I accepted the dominant viewpoint that people who had these sightings or spoke of contact were deluded and even laughable. However, once I walked through that wall of prevailing opinion, I was astonished to find a vast literature and a mass of evidence I had had no idea existed. Because this is such a huge field of study, I chose to begin right here in my own backyard. It has been an amazing journey of discovery. In this book, I invite you to accompany me as I retrace those first footsteps and introduce you to some of that evidence.


  I was surprised to learn that some of the most famous UFO cases happened in Montana. Those of us who live in Montana share a certain amount of regional pride and like to think we know something about the history of this place. I submit that here you will find some missing chapters. Some of these cases are so significant everyone in Montana ought to know about them. Yet their importance extends beyond the state’s boundaries. They are key parts of the whole hidden history of unexplained flying objects on planet Earth.


  It is my goal to use these well-documented events as a “UFOs 101” course with regional roots. By putting these local events into a larger context, whoever reads this book will have a good introduction to the study of UFOs and some of its most significant players.


  Montana is known for its vast open spaces, sparsely populated landscapes, and legendary “Big Sky.” Much of its original wild spirit remains. Maybe it’s not only the humans who have been drawn here to imbibe it.
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  NICK MARIANA’S

  “MONTANA MOVIE”


  …Mariana’s was the one sighting of all time that did more

  than any other single case to convince me

  that there is something to the UFO Problem.


  David R. Saunders, Ph.D.


  Condon Committee investigator


  Not many people owned movie cameras in 1950. Nick Mariana, a graduate of the University of Montana School of Journalism, once caught a train wreck on film that made the nightly news. [1] Ever after, Mariana kept his 16mm Revere movie camera [2] at the ready in the glove box of his car. His preparedness paid off. On August 15, 1950, Mariana captured the first known movie of “flying saucers” anywhere in the country. He filmed them from the parking lot of the Legion Ballpark in Great Falls, Montana.


  Mariana’s fifteen-second film is famous in UFO history. Its impact includes the conversion of many UFO skeptics, and it is interwoven with the long, tangled history of government investigations and policies regarding UFOs. Following its circuitous trail, this chapter is a short course in the history of American ufology, and an introduction to many of its major players. The literature about this film is fraught with discrepancies, even in recent historical accounts, so I’ve made an effort to locate primary sources and untangle the threads, wherever possible.


  Capt. Edward J. Ruppelt, head of the U.S. Air Force Project Blue Book responsible for investigating UFOs from 1952 to 1953, called it the “Montana Movie.” It is widely considered to be what Mariana always said it was: footage of two, silvery, flying “discs” not resembling anything known to exist then or now. Among other roles, the film was featured in the first feature-length UFO documentary, U.F.O.: Unidentified Flying Objects (1956). [3] The section of the documentary with the clip of Mariana’s original scratchy footage is easily found on the Internet, often accompanied by footage of Mariana’s telling the story of his sighting and filming. Here is a transcription of Mariana’s narrative from the documentary:


  My name is Nick Mariana. For the past 6 years I’ve been the general manager of a minor league baseball club called the Electrics. [4] We play out of Great Falls, Montana, and are a farm club of the Brooklyn Dodgers.


  On August 15, [5] 1950, at Legion Ball Park in Great Falls, Montana, after a couple of hours in the clubhouse office, I went up into the grandstand to call the groundskeeper. As I reached the top of the stairway, I glanced northward to the tall Anaconda Company smokestack to check the direction of the wind from the white smoke. Force of habit, I suppose because our outfielders use it as an indicator on defensive play. As I looked up I saw two silvery objects moving swiftly out of the northwest. They appeared to be moving directly south. The objects were very bright and about 10,000 feet in the air. They appeared to be of a bright shiny metal, like polished silver. Both were the same size and were traveling at the same rate of speed, which was much slower that the jets which shot by shortly after I filmed the discs. Suddenly they stopped. It was then I remembered the camera in the glove compartment of my car. I raced downstairs, yelling for my secretary, Miss Virginia Raunig. The distance from the top of the stairway to my car is about 60 feet, and I must have made that in about six jumps. I asked my secretary if she saw anything, and she said, “Yes, two silvery spheres.” I unlocked the glove compartment of my car, took out the camera, turned the telephoto lens on the turret into position, set the camera at F-22, picked up the objects in the viewfinder and pressed the trigger.


  The discs appeared to be spinning like a top, and were about 50 feet across and about 50 yards apart. I could not see any exhaust, wings, or any kind of fuselage. There was no cabin, no odor, no sound, except I thought I heard a whooshing sound when I first saw them. As the film clicked through the camera, I could see the objects moving southeast behind the General Mills grain building, and the black water tank directly south of the ballpark. I filmed the objects until they disappeared into the blue sky, behind the water tank.


  
    [image: ]


    Above: Mariana’s slightly blurry, color movie film translates poorly to printing in black and white, but the two silvery objects can be seen approaching the water tower near the baseball field. Below: The UFOs are closer to passing behind the water tower. Mariana and others said the Air Force confiscated an earlier portion of the film that showed the objects closer and hovering.
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  Nick Mariana was born in Miles City, Montana, on August 20, 1913, to Italian immigrant parents. Although his father never learned to speak English, Nick adapted easily to American culture. He augmented the family income with a newspaper route, even selling papers to famed western artist Charlie Russell during Russell’s final years in Miles City. [6] This early newspaper experience may have given Mariana the journalism bug. While still a teen, Mariana made a name for himself as a pitcher in American Legion Junior League baseball. [7] According to his daughter, he was offered a full contract with the Brooklyn Dodgers right out of high school, but he had set his sights on college. [8]


  In 1937, Mariana earned a B.A. from the highly regarded Journalism School at the University of Montana. In 1939, he married Claretta Dunn, a theater major from Great Falls College who hailed from Irish immigrant stock in Butte, Montana. From June 19, 1943, until October 26, 1945, Mariana served in the Army Air Corps as editor of a newspaper, The Northern Dispatch, published on the East Air Base in Great Falls. He attained the rank of corporal before his honorable discharge. [9] This experience undoubtedly gave Mariana some familiarity with the world of military aircraft.


  Mariana had a great love for sports, especially baseball. He was at one time the youngest referee in the Montana Officials Association. Although he turned down a career as a major league player, he scouted and managed farm clubs for both the Brooklyn Dodgers and Minnesota Twins. From 1948 until 1953, he was the general manager of the Great Falls Electrics (Selectrics) baseball team in the Class C Pioneer League. [10]
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    Nick Mariana, the year before he filmed UFOs.

  


  In 1950, Mariana was thirty-eight years old, had a two-year-old daughter, and was something of a public figure in Great Falls, at least in the sports world. Besides his job as general manager of the Selectrics, Mariana officiated high school football and basketball games, occasionally did play-by-play radio broadcasting for those games, and frequently contributed to the local newspapers’ sports columns. He had a popular syndicated radio program, later a weekly half-hour television program, called Nick’s Picks, where he predicted the outcomes of college football, basketball, and baseball games. At that time, Great Falls was the largest city in Montana, [11] and Mariana’s radio show enjoyed a wide listening audience.
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    The Great Falls Leader, August 15, 1950, played Mariana’s first report of the UFOs on page 1along with news of the United Kingdom’s new princess, troubles in the Soviet bloc (“satellite”) nations, and from the battlefront in Korea.

  


  Soon after he filmed the flying disks, Mariana notified the Great Falls newspapers about what he had seen. The Great Falls Leader, an afternoon daily, published a front-page story on it that day. [12] Mariana sent the film to Eastman Kodak in Chicago for processing, and when it came back, he showed it to local community groups, including the Central Roundtable Athletic Club [13] and the Lions Club. Mariana told how his colleagues in the Lions Club used the occasion for mischief. As he took the floor in the meeting room of the Rainbow Hotel, the room erupted in a flurry of flying paper plates. A few (planted) china plates sailed into the stone fireplace, making quite a crash. The officials at the head table weren’t in on the joke, so they dove for cover under the table. “But you know these Lions’ Clubsthey’re really wild,” Mariana said. When the commotion died down and Mariana showed the film, he said “you could hear a pin drop.” He estimated there were 175 people at that meeting alone. [14]


  Leader reporter Clifton Sullivan suggested Mariana send the film to the Air Force for analysis. With Mariana’s permission, he sent a letter dated September 13 to the Commanding General of the Air Materiel Command at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio, informing him of the sighting and movie footage. [15]


  Government Investigations


  Project Sign


  The United States Air Force conducted a succession of UFO investigations after World War II. The first study began in 1947, the year of the widely reported Kenneth Arnold sighting of “flying saucers” near Mt. Rainier in Washington state, and the Roswell crash. “Project Sign” (identified to the public as “Project Saucer”) was a direct result of a classified letter from the commander of the Air Materiel Command (AMC), Lt. Gen. Nathan F. Twining, to the commanding general of the Army Air Forces. [16] The letter, dated September 23, 1947, was not revealed to the public or confirmed by the Air Force for twenty years, but it described unknown aircraft as metallic or light-reflecting, disc or elliptic-shaped, usually soundless, and highly maneuverable. [17] Twining concluded:


  The phenomenon reported is something real and not visionary or fictitious. It is recommended that…Headquarters, Army Air Forces issue a directive assigning a priority, security classification and Code Name for a detailed study of this matter. [18]


  Project Sign was set up in the Air Materiel Command at Wright Field, which became Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. Project Sign’s director, Capt. Robert R. Sneider, became convinced the reported objects were beyond present human technologies and must be extraterrestrial. In the fall of 1948 he presented his best evidence and conclusions in a Top Secret “Estimate of the Situation” (EOTS) report, which reportedly rattled the chain of command. [19] No copy of this document has ever surfaced, but Ed Ruppelt, chief of the Air Force’s later UFO investigation named Project Blue Book, saw it and reported that its conclusion was interplanetary visitation. [20]


  Sneider’s EOTS was rejected by Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Hoyt Vandenberg, the Air Force’s top official. According to Ruppelt, the report was declassified and, for whatever reasons, all but a few copies were burned. This is evidently not standard procedure, and perhaps Ruppelt was wrong about the declassification. [21]


  For years, the Air Force denied the existence of the report, though Major Dewey Fournet, who worked on later UFO investigations, signed an affidavit in the late 1950s confirming its existence. [22] Fournet believed there was a copy in the USAF Intelligence Files. Many files from this time period at the Air Force Directorate of Intelligence and Air Technical Intelligence Center (ATIC) were declassified in 1987, but Jan Aldrich, a UFO researcher who searched these files at the National Archives II facility at College Park, Maryland, was unable to find Sneider’s EOTS. [23] He estimated at least 40 percent of the UFO files were withdrawn from declassification. “Everyone had a say on withdrawal, CIA, DOD, USN, British Government, etc.,” Aldrich said. [24] Even now, more than sixty years later, much is still kept hidden from public view.


  Early on, there was a schism in the Air Force between those who believed the ET hypothesis and those who didn’t, as well as sharp conflict over what to tell the public and what to keep secret. These conflicting views resulted in years of flip-flopping between open scientific investigation and superficial window-dressing, between transparency and obfuscation. After Vanderburg’s rejection of the EOTS, believers in the ET hypothesis fell out of favor. The Air Force produced a separate report later in 1948, “Top Secret Analysis of Flying Object Incidents in the U.S.,” Study #100-203-79. [25] While admitting the existence of unidentified flying objects, this report carefully avoided considering an extraterrestrial explanation. Instead, it suggested the UFOs were foreign aircraft of some unknown kind.


  On April 27, 1949, the Air Force released a 22-page “Memorandum to the Press” summarizing “Project Saucers” findings. The memorandum concluded with the following paragraphs. [26]


  The “saucers” are not a joke. Neither are they a cause for alarm to the population. Many of the incidents already have answers, Meteors, Balloons, Falling stars. Birds in flight. Testing devices, etc. Some of them still end in question marks.


  It is the mission of the AMC Technical Intelligence Division’s Project “Saucer” to supply the periods.


  At the same time, a dismissive article appeared in the Saturday Evening Post. Written by well-known journalist Sydney Shallett, the article “What You Can Believe About Flying Saucers” appeared on April 30, 1949. Less well known was the Air Force’s active role in shaping Shallett’s story. [27]


  Project Grudge and the First Analysis (1950)


  Project Sign became Project Grudge in 1949, a curiously appropriate name given that the personnel in charge held the preconceived opinion that all UFO reports could be explained as misidentification of conventional objects, intentional hoaxes, or forms of mental illnesses in the witnesses. Capt. Ruppelt, the last director of Grudge and the head of its successor, Project Blue Book, called Project Grudge the “Dark Ages” of the Air Force’s UFO studies. [28]


  Officially, Project Grudge was short-lived, beginning February 11, 1949, and ending December 27, 1949. The final report was written in August 1949 and released to the public in December.


  The report’s release happened to occur about the same time another national magazine published a pro-UFO article. In December 1949, a retired U.S. Marine published an article in True magazine entitled “The Flying Saucers are Real.” Donald Keyhoe came out of WWII as a major in the Marines and had written aviation articles for True. Ken Purdy, True’s editor, was suspicious of the government influence on Shallett’s article in the Saturday Evening Post and solicited Keyhoe to investigate UFOs for an article in True. [29] Keyhoe began his investigation as a skeptic, but his many insider contacts convinced him the government knew the flying saucers were extraterrestrial and were covering it up. [30] He went on to write several UFO books and became a civilian UFO investigator with the National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP). Keyhoe was an advocate for serious government UFO investigations and a frequent critic of what he felt were flawed efforts. His True article was a bombshell. It sold more copies of the magazine than any issue True had ever published. Readers besieged the Air Force with calls and letters. [31]


  The Air Force felt it needed to counter the Keyhoe article and, according to Ruppelt, came up with a plan.


  It called for a general officer to hold a short press conference, flash his stars, and speak the magic words ‘hoaxes, hallucinations, and the misidentification of known objects.’ [32]


  The Air Force also touted the 600-page Project Grudge Report, basically debunking the extraterrestrial hypothesis. However, if a reader goes beyond the Air Force conclusions and actually reads the appendices, one learns that of 237 UFO reports the project examined, 23 percent were declared “unknown.” In other words, they could not be explained. In addition, many UFO researchers, including Ruppelt, found some of the explanations for the “known” to be untenable. [33] Included in the summary was the phrase:


  Evaluation of reports of unidentified flying objects constitute no direct threat to the national security of the United States. [34]


  This phrase has reverberated through many government communications regarding UFOs over the years. It’s interesting because it does not actually deny their reality, only their potential threat, which would be the military’s prime concern.


  In one appendix of the Grudge Report, Air Force psychologists said:


  There are sufficient psychological explanations for the reports of unidentified objects to provide plausible explanations for reports not otherwise explainable. [35]


  Thus the character or sanity of UFO witnesses became the final catchall to explain away all sightings.


  The report recommended that Project Grudge be reduced in scope, in effect saying that further investigation was a waste of time. Although the Air Force publicly announced the closure of Project Grudge on December 27, 1949, Ruppelt later learned Project Grudge was not actually disbanded. Its special project status ended, but its functions were transferred to intelligence channels. [36]


  While the Air Force was no longer officially investigating UFOs, a de facto Project Grudge was in charge of UFO reports when Mariana’s sighting occurred in August 1950. All UFO reports were filtered through Air Force Intelligence. There was a significant wave of UFO events earlier in 1950, and many branches of the U.S. government were doing their own investigations, including the Navy, the Army, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). [37]


  On October 4, Air Force Captain John P. Brynildsen visited Mariana and his secretary. Brynildsen was commander of the Great Falls District of the Air Force Office of Special Investigations (AFOSI), the intelligence wing of the Air Force. Brynildsen was dispatched by Lt. Colonel James O’Connell at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in a letter dated September 26 to obtain the films in Mariana’s possession. Brynildsen was instructed quite specifically:


  In approaching Mr. Mariana for the films, you are requested to exercise every caution so as not to unduly excite his curiosity or interest or in anywise have him conclude that the Air Force may have reversed its policy from that previously announced with regard to the existence or non-existence of such unconventional objects. In this connection, you should avoid any detailed discussion, advising simply that the Air Force is always interested in any item that will contribute to the fund of technical intelligence. It is requested that the films be obtained and transmitted to the Intelligence Department at Air Materiel Command. [38]


  Brynildsen listened to Mariana’s and Raunig’s story, which included their observation of two jets flying over the baseball park shortly after filming the silvery discs. Mariana had questions for Brynildsen and was frustrated by the officer’s stonewall refusal to engage in discussion. [39] Nonetheless, Mariana did hand over his film to be sent to Air Materiel Command at Wright-Patterson AFB for analysis. [40]


  On October 6 Brynildsen told a reporter that he picked up about eight feet of film from Mariana. However, in his official letter of transmittal to the District Commander of AFOSI at Wright-Patterson written that same day, Brynildsen said he was sending “approximately fifteen feet of moving picture film.” This discrepancy has never been explained and raises questions about what happened to the film after Brynildsen received it from Mariana. [41] Brynildsen did say in his report that Mariana “enjoys an excellent reputation in the local community and is regarded as a reliable, trustworthy and honest individual.” [42]


  After Mariana gave the film to the Air Force, publicity about the film and the sighting escalated. Mariana started receiving calls at all times of day and night, from reporters as far away as the London Daily Herald. [43] Mariana soon wearied of all the publicity and turned down an invitation to go on the air for a national radio network based out of Chicago. The local press said, “Mariana is wishing he never took the pictures.” [44]


  
    [image: ]


    One of the previously classified Project Grudge documents instructing the military not to reveal "details of analysis and evaluation" of UFO incidents but to issue a "nothing of value" conclusion to the public.

  


  In addition to O’Connell’s instructions to Brynildsen, other recently declassified documents from Project Grudge tell us more about the UFO “climate” in the Air Force at the time. In fact, several documents outlining security procedures regarding UFO reports were dated just before or soon after Sullivan’s Sept. 13 letter notifying them of the existence of Mariana’s film, as well as during the time the film was in their possession. [45]


  On September 8, 1950, the Air Force Director of Intelligence circulated a letter to all commanding generals and air commands, “Reporting of Information on Unconventional Aircraft,” with detailed instructions and requirements, including:


  2g. Any physical evidence of the sighting will be forwarded by most expeditious means to Commanding General, Air Materiel Command, Attn: MCIS, under cover of a letter identifying the shipment with the report of the sighting. Mention of the method and time of shipping of this evidence will be included in written report of the sighting. It is desired that no publicity be given this reporting or analysis activity.


  Brynildsen’s report thoroughly followed the detailed instructions, including an estimate of the reliability and experience of the observer(s) and witnesses (2.d.(5)). Given the number of local people who had seen the film, and the interest of local and national media, he and the Air Materiel Command at Wright Patterson had little success trying to dodge the press.


  On September 25, a letter from “Dept of the Air Force Hqs U.S. Air Force” was evidently circulated under the subject line: “Destruction of Air Intelligence Report Number 100-203-79.”


  It is requested that action be taken to destroy all copies of Top Secret Air Intelligence Report Number 100-203-79, subject, “Analysis of Flying Object Incidents in the U.S.,” dtd 10 Dec 1948.


  The report, referred to briefly above
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