
The Collected Sermons of Jim Jones

Volume VI: The 1973 Sermons, Part One

The Temple at the Turning

Edited by Jeff Hood

2026



    
        
          The Collected Sermons of Jim Jones

        

        
        
          The Collected Sermons of Jim Jones, Volume 6

        

        
        
          Jeff Hood

        

        
          Published by New Theology School Press, 2026.

        

    

[image: ]

New Theology School Press

The Collected Sermons of Jim Jones

Volume VI: The 1973 Sermons, Part One

Edited by Jeff Hood

Copyright © 2026 Jeff Hood

All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

The sermons of Jim Jones are historical documents reproduced for scholarly and archival purposes. Original Q-number designations are preserved per the cataloguing system established by federal investigators and maintained by the Jonestown Institute and the Alternative Considerations of Jonestown & Peoples Temple (jonestown.sdsu.edu).

Printed in the United States of America

First Edition, 2026



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      THE COLLECTED SERMONS OF JIM JONES

    

    
      First edition. March 23, 2026.

      Copyright © 2026 Jeff Hood.

    

    
    
      Written by Jeff Hood.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Title Page

Copyright Page

Copyright Page

The Collected Sermons of Jim Jones

Contents

2026 Introduction

Why Jonestown Should Still Haunt Us

Seeking God in the Valley of Death

Jim Jones as False Shepherd and Anti-Christ

Resurrection After Jonestown

Wrestling with God in Horror

Humanization and Universal Reconciliation

A Note on the Q Numbering System

2021 Introduction

Volume Introduction

Q233: Congressional

Q356: Skygod

Congregation cheers, organ plays

Organ plays

Q357: Benefits

Jessie | Mae

Archie

Rosie

Estella

Q929: Ownership

Q951: Presence

Q956: Heaven

General crowd noise. (Tape edit)

Piano, rhythmic clapping

Piano, rhythmic clapping

Organ plays

Answer too soft. (Tape edit)

Q957: Ike

Q958: Nuclear

Pause

Tape edit

Q960: Defiance

Part II

Q962: Deconstruction

Q964: Christ

Organ plays

Tape edit

Tape edit

Organ plays

Tape edit

Pause | Music plays, choir sings

Tape edit

Organ plays

Organ plays

Organ plays

Organ plays

Cry from congregation

Voice too soft

Voice too soft

Voice too soft

Organ plays

Music plays

Music plays

Organ plays

Voice too soft

Piano plays

Long pause

Baby crying

Organ plays

Music plays

Music plays

Music plays

Piano plays

Voice too soft

Voice too soft, question about “the worst problem”

Organ plays, congregation sings

Pause

Long pause

Long pause | Thump of microphone

Q966: Money

Q968: Destroy

A Note at the End of Volume IV

About the Author

About the Publisher

For my dear friends, Rebecca Moore and Fielding McGehee—because of your ministry, the stories of the victims will never die.

“I am sending you out as sheep among wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.”

— Matthew 10:16

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Contents

[image: ]


Q233: Congressional

Q356: Skygod

Q357: Benefits

Q929: Ownership

Q951: Presence

Q956: Heaven

Q957: Ike

Q958: Nuclear

Q960: Defiance

Q962: Deconstruction

Q964: Christ

Q966: Money

Q968: Destroy

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

2026 Introduction

[image: ]


This essay is a defense of my desire to wrestle with the horrors of Jim Jones and Jonestown...while still clinging to a hope for universal reconciliation...universal humanization.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Why Jonestown Should Still Haunt Us
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Jonestown haunts me. November 18, 1978. Over nine hundred souls lost in the Guyanese jungle under the command of Jim Jones. Let me be clear: Jim Jones was no prophet. He was no shepherd. He was a corrupter of God’s work, a charlatan who masqueraded as a pastor while turning love into bondage, freedom into slavery, hope into despair. For most, Jonestown is shorthand for fanaticism. For most, it is reduced to a joke, “drinking the Kool-Aid.” But I refuse that flattening. I refuse to let theology look away. To do so would be to abandon God’s presence in the valley of death.
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Seeking God in the Valley of Death
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I have written. I have preached. I have descended into the ruins of Jonestown, not to excuse it, not to sensationalize it, but to seek God there. My writings — numerous books, articles, and even an extended collection of the sermons of Jim Jones to illustrate his development as both preacher and monster (many available for free on the Alternative Considerations of Jonestown & Peoples Temple website and the rest available on Amazon) — are a search for God in the abyss...a search for hope in the hopeless. Jonestown is not merely a grotesque failure of religion. It is a place where sin and death are made raw. And yet, God’s Spirit still hovers there, just as it did in the opening verses of Genesis...the beginning of time and space.

In Jonestown Theology: Lenten Explorations in the Valley of Death (2017), I descend into this darkness. I reject the simplistic, the facile, the comfortable moralizing. “These devotions should never be mistaken for an apologetic for Jim Jones or anything he stood for. This is a search for God.” I frame Jonestown within Lent, placing it within Christological solidarity. The cross cannot be understood apart from sites of horror. Jones’ violence, I write, “was consistently created until violence was complete.” Sin’s fullness revealed. Yet God was still present. Hope can never be annihilated.
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Jim Jones as False Shepherd and Anti-Christ
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Love was twisted into a weapon by Jones. He said, “without me, life has no meaning.” Survivors testified, “I was brainwashed into believing that I was worthless and that life had no meaning without him.” This is perverse Christology. Jones replaced God with himself. He made himself the exclusive mediator of meaning. He enslaved the soul. The sacramental promise of belonging — which should liberate — became chains. Jonestown is a warning...the incarnation misappropriated is idolatry...coerced love is demonic. When you miss this truth...you don’t know God at all.

The death tape reveals the corruption of Jones’ heart. “Even in the midst of death, Jones wants to kill more.” Pastoral vocation inverted. Shepherding becomes domination. Kenosis becomes consumption. He was the anti-pastor. As I’ve said, Jones was “the Judas who thought he was Jesus, the Anti-Christ who baptized in Kool-Aid instead of water.” Too harsh? No. Not harsh enough. Jones was monstrous. He was a tyrant. Yet, he remains a warning. Jonestown is not an anomaly — it is a temptation that still remains.
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Resurrection After Jonestown
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But Jonestown is not only death...it is also resurrection. In my The Resurrection of Jonestown (2019), I proclaim, “Our siblings from Jonestown are not dead. They are still marching with us...in our struggles against racism, sexism, homophobia, ableism, economic injustice.” The Spirit still speaks the words of those who have been silenced. Like the martyrs beneath the altar in Revelation 6, the dead cry out for justice. I have said, “If the blood of Jonestown is Eucharistic, it is not because of Jones—but because God refuses to abandon the violated and the dead.” This is not rhetorical flourish. This is truth. Jonestown refuses to be a footnote. It demands remembrance...prophetic solidarity...deep struggle...a continued fight for the reconciliation of all things.
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Wrestling with God in Horror
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Any hope I speak of must begin with the victims of Jonestown—their suffering, their dignity, their stolen lives. Nothing I say about hope for anyone, including Jones, can ever outweigh or relativize that reality.

My trilogy — perhaps my most recognized works on Jones and Jonestown — The Slaughter of God (2018), Systematic Theology/Shit (2020), Five Visions of Jim Jones/Jonestown (2020), pushes this confrontation. In The Slaughter of God, I name Jones both “prolific oppressor” and “Anti-Christ.” And I ask, “Is God absent in horror, or present in the darkness?” In Systematic Theology/Shit, I wrestle mystically with God’s hiddenness. “The people of Jonestown were children of God. Can we finally treat them as such?” I question God’s lack of engagement in stopping the tragedy. In Five Visions, I examine Jones through resurrection, healing, silence. Even he exists within God’s eschaton — the eternal presence of hope — let there be no doubt...his actions were monstrous, inhuman, demonic. But this trilogy refuses closure...it declares Jonestown to be a mirror that refuses to look away.

Hope for Jones is not vindication, not restoration of reputation, not escape from judgment—it is only the claim that even judgment itself exists within God’s final horizon.

Dr. Rebecca Moore, writing in The University of Chicago Divinity School’s publication Sightings, observes: “Dr. Hood’s oft-provocative commentaries humanize all those present in Peoples Temple, including Jim Jones...” Where others analyze, I theologize. Where others avert their eyes, I sit. Turn your back on Jonestown and you’ve turned your back on Golgotha too. To face it is to stare into the abyss and proclaim resurrection...to demand hope amidst hopelessness.
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Humanization and Universal Reconciliation
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Jonestown unsettles. It must. It calls us all to self-examination. It calls us all to the humanization of even the most monstrous amongst us. Theology that cannot descend into hell is not theology. Jim Jones and Jonestown test whether God can be sought in the valley of death...whether there is a hope that transcends all hopelessness.

I do not excuse Jones. I do not excuse any of the evil that happened in Jonestown. I simply seek God where God seems most absent. My words about Jones and Jonestown are of course an apocalyptic strategy that seeks to pull people closer to a belief that hope is always possible...even for the monsters. If we give up hope for anyone...even the monsters...we’ve given up on humanity itself. There is nothing more divine than holding on to hope when every voice is telling you to let it go.

— Jeff Hood, 2026
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A Note on the Q Numbering System
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The sermons in this collection are identified by Q numbers — Q151, Q353, Q932, and so forth. This system was not created by Jim Jones or the Peoples Temple. It was imposed after the fact by the United States government.

In the aftermath of November 18, 1978, federal investigators recovered hundreds of audio recordings from Jonestown and from Peoples Temple facilities across the country. The FBI catalogued these tapes sequentially as evidence, assigning each recording a number prefixed with the letter Q — standing, in the government’s internal system, for the Jonestown evidence queue. The tapes were then transcribed, in large part through the extraordinary work of the Jonestown Institute and its volunteers.

When the transcripts were later made available to scholars and the public through the Alternative Considerations of Jonestown & Peoples Temple website (jonestown.sdsu.edu), those Q numbers traveled with them. They have since become the standard citation system used by historians, journalists, and researchers working with the Peoples Temple archive.

To use a Q number is thus to hold two things at once: the government’s bureaucratic accounting of a crime scene, and the human voice that the tape preserved. These numbers are not neutral. They are a reminder that what you are reading was seized as evidence — that these words were spoken in a community that the state would ultimately help destroy, and then catalogued by that same state in the ruins.

The editor has preserved the Q numbers throughout this collection as a form of scholarly fidelity and as a memorial act. Each number is an address. Behind it is a voice. Behind the voice is a person. Behind the person is a story that did not have to end the way it did.
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For months, I tried to come up with relevant words to introduce this collection. Just a few ever came. I guess you could call it a stream of streams of consciousness. I just call it an honest introduction.

Why in the hell did I read all of this fuckery?

On November 18, 1978, 918 died at the direction of Jim Jones — in Jonestown and Georgetown, Guyana.

The People’s Temple was the San Francisco church that spawned Jonestown.

Jones left dozens upon dozens of sermons behind that speak to what happened.

God was somewhere.

Just like all of humanity, the words aren’t all evil. In fact, the words inspired many to leave everything that they had to create a new world.

Jim Jones is a piece of shit.

Don’t you dare dismiss the words of Jim Jones. The people who followed him are far too important for that. Regardless of what he did when the microphone cut off, the people used his words to seek a newer world.

Every word illustrates the movement of this people.

Though it ended in great evil, the words of these sermons show that they wanted more.

Jim Jones is easy to dismiss as simply evil. The problem with such a dismissal is that it dismisses the people who followed him too. Most of whom simply wanted a world made right by love. Shouldn’t that be the aim of any soul? So how did evil and love mix with such fluidity? The answer is contained in each of these sermons.

They are the epicenter of what led to Jonestown. Do not dismiss one word. Each word is too important. For the sake of all who lost their lives, listen to these words — for they are calling us to be something more than what they were.

Make no mistake; these words fucked some things up.

Read these words so that such a tragedy of blind allegiance will never happen again.

Love will find you somewhere along the way.

May we draw closer to the beautiful vision that they embraced?

Regardless, it was the words of these sermons that were at the epicenter of all that happened from the People’s Temple to Jonestown.

Do they explain everything? No. Not even close.

Don’t dismiss any of them. Every word matters.

If you want to know what happened, read on.

Jim Jones was a mesmerizing preacher.

For years now, I’ve studied the sermons of Jim Jones. I’ve long wanted to know why so many people followed him and why so many people were willing to accept death based on the words of a man. The sermons make things a little clearer.

People are easy to dismiss. God is not. God’s presence in people is not.

Along with all of his followers, Jim Jones was and is a child of God. In life and in these sermons, may you find some God amidst all the evil.

Embrace the love — dismiss the evil.

I’m so confused by all of this. I guess I always will be.

Damn.

These are the collected sermons of Jim Jones.

— Jeff Hood, 2021
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The 1973.1 sermons mark the Peoples Temple at the height of its California power and at the beginning of its deepest institutional crisis. Jones is managing a congregation of thousands, maintaining close relationships with California politicians and civic leaders, and simultaneously beginning to feel the first significant pressure from journalists and former members who are beginning to speak publicly about conditions inside the Temple.

The sermons gathered here respond to this double reality. Jones preaches with confidence and authority, delivering some of his most fully realized theological arguments — on the nature of God, on the meaning of Christ, on the political analysis of power in America. But running beneath the confidence is an increasing anxiety, an increasingly paranoid reading of the Temple’s situation, and an increasingly explicit demand for the kind of loyalty that admits no questioning.

This is the year the fence around the Temple starts to feel like a wall.

Several of the sermons in this collection are among the most powerful Jones ever preached. The Benefits sermon (Q357) is a remarkable catalog of the Temple’s genuine social service. The Heaven sermon (Q956) is among his most coherent theological statements. The Deconstruction sermon (Q962) is a chilling document of how he systematically dismantled his congregation’s prior frameworks in order to substitute his own. These sermons deserve to be read together, as a single extended argument — because that is what they were.

— Jeff Hood

Jones addresses what he frames as the congressional threat — the possibility that government investigation will target the Peoples Temple and its members. He positions the threat in political terms: the Temple is being targeted because it is Black, because it is socialist, because it is powerful. The sermon is an early instance of the persecution narrative that would become central to Jones’s hold on his community. Fear of the outside world was among his most effective tools for preventing people from leaving.
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Q233: Congressional
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Catalogued as "Congressional," this 1973 sermon addresses what Jones presents as a historic achievement: remarks about Peoples Temple entered into the Congressional Record. Jones uses this external validation — a government document citing the Temple favorably — as evidence that the movement is recognized, legitimate, and powerful enough to merit the attention of the United States Congress.  The congressional citation was real, and Jones deploys it with characteristic skill: external validation from a source his congregation is conditioned to distrust (the government) is presented as surprising confirmation of the Temple's righteousness. The sermon documents how Jones managed the relationship between the Temple's outsider identity and its hunger for mainstream legitimacy — presenting the movement as both persecuted and vindicated, which was the rhetorical position that made departure feel most irrational.

Jones: Thank you. Everybody do what they can at this time. Do what you know to do, and do it reverently. (Tape edit) Three times, it gives three separate praises here, but they’re written out. It’ll always be in the permanent Library of Congress, the Congressional Record remarks [page] E3559. There’s never a church in history that had that, and the only way it came was by us working together showing that we were loyally united, showing that we support right causes, showing that when we move, we move as one man.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Mike Prokes: That’s right. You– you can’t buy publicity like that for hundreds of thousands of dollars, you can’t buy it.

Jones: This goes– this goes to every library in the United States, every library across the world, to every radio station, to every newspaper throughout the entire United States. Here we are in the House of Representatives, “Peoples Temple Christian Church supports First Amendment freedom,” and then it goes on down telling all the good works that we do. Tells what the San Francisco Chronicle says, that we’re highly regard– highly regarded for our social works, and it goes on to explain everything that we do. I think you should be overwhelmed by this, and then if the entire denomination of the First Chris– of the Christian Church of 1.8 million has made a resolution praising us throughout the entire United States. So in spite of little dogs of capitalist lackeys, weak imperialistic lackeys like the [San Francisco] Examiner no– of which no good respecting member would take an Examiner paper. How many do not buy the Examiner paper and will not read it? Don’t read it under any circumstances, ’cause they try to destroy us. How many do? (Pause) Only God could’ve won that battle. So don’t ever pick up an Examiner. Don’t find yourself buying it. Don’t support them, because last week we heard from one of them in their uh, KCBS, one of our members listened and others reported it, that the Examiner is losing circulation rapidly. They had to fire their manager because they’re having to cut down in personnel, and they attacked us only a few months ago, and the man that attacked us [columnist Lester Kinsolving] has been dismissed. And such is the case, every time someone touches the modern ark of the covenant– they touched us, and the very week they touched us, a fire broke out and burned up thousands, hundreds of thousands of their newspapers. (voice rises) That’s what you get when you mess with God.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: Take this to Sister Tennyson for San– Sacramento. Some people want to desert our ship. (aside) There’s a copy for her and others’ll get copies. She’s setting on that, hold her hand up. (Back to congregation) Others want to desert us, you know. They wanted to fall aside. They thought we were going to sink. And now we are in the record. The permanent library of the Senate and Congress. We are in the record of the United States House of Representatives, and we were praised openly, the first church in history to be praised openly on the floor of the United States House of Representatives in Washington.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: You that stayed with us, you were repaid, you were repaid for your loyalty. You that stood with your Father, you have been the good children. Now some of the disloyal will want to come home (pause) (voice lowers) but go tell it on the mountain, all these lackeys that’ve lied on us. Their– their names are not in Congress. Not that we care that our name’s in Congress. Just goes to show you, that the truth will set people free. (Long pause) Now each one take an envelope. Be quickly, because the (unintelligible word, could be “spirit”) (pause) (unintelligible word) from the Congress and a lot of people that (unintelligible phrase) going to be worth a lot to us one day. When people attack us, you can always say, well, if they attack us, at least the Congress praised us, the Speaker of the House gave time for us to be praised in fine print. Whole page of it, whole page of praise, several columns, Peoples Temple this last week. No matter what they say in the future, they’re gonna have a hard time getting around what’s already in the permanent record, which will always be. As long as there’s a Congress, this’ll be in the permanent records of Congress. Hmm. They don’t know what they’re doing to themselves.

(Organ plays softly, other background noise)

Jones: Gonna be some mightily embarrassed people one day. (moves mike) Said, you praised him, and now he’s tearing up the house, and you praised him. (pause) Sometimes I think fools running this land. I know– I know slave– slaveholders run it. I know beasts run it. I know demons run it. But what’s more enlightening and encouraging, I think there are some fools that run it.

Congregation: (Light applause)

Jones: Well, when they put Peoples Temple Christian Church and what it stands for in the Congress and let the Congressman [George Brown, who included the Extension of Remarks in the Congressional Record] stand up in the House of the Congress and United State House of Representatives and praise us– When they let us stand right up and praise us– when we’re recommending that the class system be done away with–

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: They ought to recategory them. They ought to recategory them as just being beasts. They’re fools. It– But if they want to be fools, we’re glad, we’re glad to keep a record of their foolishness.

Congregation: (Light applause)

Jones: Actually we are indeed uh, deserving to be in the House of Congress, because we’re the most patriotic people on earth. We support the Bill of Rights, we believe that uh, we will fight unless they give us life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, the acquisition of happiness. We are going to have a government of the people, for the people, by the people. We don’t think we have one, but we will have or we will die in the process of bringing it. So we are loyal to the Constitution. We are loyal to the Declaration of Independence. The only patriots in the land, so we deserve to be there. And as I look around at these so-called would-be revolutionaries, I’m glad that we are first loyal to this house, that we want to build our own kind of revolutionary democracy, because we believe in each other and we believe in our Father. We know that he’s honest, that we know that he has integrity of the highest order. But I notice some of these revolutionaries, they never come around. Today I got two or three phone calls. I knew what they’d heard. That we are in Congress record. Got a call from one of the Baptist ministers. Wanted me to return his call, the First Baptist. And I thought, oh, I know what he’s read. He’s read that we are in the House of Congress, that Peoples Temple’s been praised, because he never comes around, and even some of these would-be communists and so-called revolutionaries, they’re afraid to admit (unintelligible word) with us. The people in this town that have claimed to be for the revolution of socialism for years, but they’re afraid to be associated with us until we get praise or we’re in the House of Congress, and then they call around and say, “Oh Jim, I’ve just been thinking about you! I’ve had you on my mind.” What they mean is that they heard on international wire, CBS religious reports that Peoples Temple was praised, which went all through the nation. So they heard that. I know what’s on their minds. So I trust no revolutionaries outside of they– us. They’re all a bunch of lackeys or cowards, they won’t stand up– we’re the only group that has been courageous enough to stand up and call the word that we believe with all of our hearts, that we love with all of our souls. Even the good doctor over here that claims to be one, he always whispers it in secret – the one that has the newspaper [Carlton Goodlett] – whispers it in secrecy, but we claim openly that we are apostolic socialists. We let the world know it. We’re the only ones that’re not afraid. We don’t hide our light under a bushel.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: We let our light so shine that men might see our good works. We’re not afraid to call a spade a spade, to tell what we believe, and what we’re willing to live for and die for. But all these so-called communists and socialists, I wouldn’t go across the street to make a revolution with them, because they haven’t got the spine of a jellyfish.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: They want to stay on the good side of everybody. We haven’t tried to get on the good side on anybody, and yet we appear in the Congress. We didn’t ask or solicit this, we didn’t ask anybody to do it. I just had a revelation of something that should be said to this honorable Congressman, and I knew when– They did just exactly what I said, he would do just exactly what he did. But I didn’t solicit him to do this. Not a word was mentioned. My mind and spirit just got in him and he did it and he doesn’t even realize why he did it, but there it is.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: But I did not get it by compromise– I certainly would not trust these running dogs and lackeys for so-called revolutionary movements or international movements. We are not interested in any kind of revolution outside of Peoples Temple both– either domestic or foreign. I don’t trust any of them. We’re going to stand for ourselves and build a society of the just, we’re going to take care of our own, we’re going to maintain the household of the faith first, we’re going to minister to our children and our orphans and widows in their affliction. We’re always going to take care of our people through the great– from the cradle to the great graduation, we’re going to maintain every need. We’re going to be responsible fathers. We’re going to integrate, unify, harmonize, and lift our people into the highest level of prosperity, and we’ll look after ourselves first. First we’re going to look after ourselves, first take care of the household of the faith.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: We’ve tried very hard to work with other groups. We’ve tried very desperately, and they didn’t want to come around when they listened to this– this red-baiting and this persecution, this hate-mongering that was done by Reverend Kinsolving, until I removed him clear out of this town, run him clear out of this town. He’s been here for years, but he’s gone now, and the paper that carried his scurrilous articles is now begging for more circulation, because they are about to go out of business, they said last week on KCBS, had to hi– fire their manager. Just a few months after they attacked me, they’re about to go out of business. Now that uh, now that we have been praised in the Halls of Congress, now that they’ve stood up– the Speaker of the House received praise this last week of Peoples Temple on the halls of Congress in Washington, and we went down into the Senate and Congressional library and will be a permanent part of America’s history. This is a permanent part of America’s history. Now everybody is calling me up today, calling me up yesterday, wanting to renew acquaintances of old fond friendship. Oh, I see through those devils, oh, I see through those devils so well. (pause) First Baptist Church wouldn’t have spit to save me, they wouldn’t have lifted a finger to save me, until they found out through (unintelligible word)– the CBS network that we were praised all over the nation. They wouldn’t have lifted a little finger to praise me, and now– or to even save me or to save my babies or your children. They wouldn’t have done a thing. Only to push you down, but now that we’ve gotten a little bit of celebration, a little bit of praise, a little bit of the just commendation that’s long overdue us, now that we are seen that though– we’re climbing up even though our persecutors thought they would destroy us, that we’ve got on top of our persecutors, and our persecutors are going down, now they want to say, we’d like to get to know you. The good reverend from First Baptist said, I would just love to know you. I’ve heard so many good things about you, and I said, well, good reverend, when did you start hearing them?

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: He said we’re going to have a cocktail and I said, a what? He said, well, I– you know, there’re some people that you have to– you have to meet people on all their level. I said yes. You meet the city crooks on one level, and you meet the gangsters on another level, and you meet the drunk on another level, just meet them on a– He really didn’t– he got turned away from me completely because he caught me at a very bad day, a very bad– Poor time to reach God, ’cause God was in a state of wrath, and when he got me on the telephone I guess he thought he had a tiger by the tail, because I didn’t fall for all of his jive. I said, no, I don’t cocktail. I said, I don’t go anywhere my people– I said, now if you want to invite all of our people to tea, or if you want to drop them all in for a hot milk, I said, we’ll all come. I said, I go no place my people can’t go. Well, I don’t have enough accommodation, he said, there’ll be judges there, and there’ll be doctors there. I said, I don’t care. I don’t care what you have there. As long as my people can’t go, I’m sorry. I won’t be able to go either.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: And that’s the way it is, child. If you want one of us for good things, you better take all of us. And if you want to do something bad to us, you damn well better come for all of us–

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: –’cause you won’t get by just taking one of us, because here we sit and there we stand. We are one. United we stand, and divided we ain’t gonna fall. United we’re going to stand. (Pause)

(Tape edit)

Jones: (Voice builds throughout) You want friendship, you better come over here. You want somebody to take you in when you’re lonely, come over here. We’ve got the most beautiful sanatorium. The state of California just picked out our sanatorium as the best in the entire northern California redwood region. The best out of hundreds. If you want the best facilities, if you want the best greens, if you want the best pears, if you want the best strawberries, if you want the most luscious grapes, if you want to eat when others are not going to be able to eat, if you want refuge when others will not have refuge, if you want sanctuary and a way through Egypt, Babylon, when others will not know the escape route to the river of Jordan, when you want safety and you want to be taken care of, you better come on over here, because nobody’ll take care of you out there. It’s just a jungle of pariahs out there. It’s nothing but a jungle of pariahs and they’re just wanting to leech off of you and drain you, but if you want safety, if you want strength, if you want refuge in the time of storm, if you want to be saved when nobody else can be saved, come on over to Father’s house, and Father will take you in.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: (Moderates) I know some don’t understand it, but you see, we know what we’re talking about. We know what we’re talking about. Great God almighty, people living in nineties and a hundreds of years, and all these people that have passed, hundreds of them, and been resurrected, (unintelligible word) their neighbors in the funeral parlors and resurrected and brought out. Sister Morgan was in the morgue, brought out. Sister Ferguson’s daughter in the morgue, brought out. Why, those are just little things that we kinda throw in, those are just the extras. We don’t have to have those, but those are the extras you get. [You] Say, I don’t like your religion. You’ve got a funny religion. You talk different. You don’t just do things like others do. Well, the other folks doing their thing, did they get you healed of cancer?

Congregation: No.

Jones: Do they go in the courts and set you free?

Congregation: No.

Jones: Every one of my sons and daughters have been pre– taken out in the last few weeks that have been taken falsely and they’ve been brought away, they’ve been freed, they’ve been released. Why, if you can’t get your religion to do that for you, why don’t you change your religion, and begin to talk the right kind of things.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: ’Cause this is the atmosphere of God’s presence. We don’t have to talk about the creator, we have a creator. We don’t have a creator that claimed to make a world that– divided between blacks and whites. This God does not claim to make the world where two out of three babies have gone to bed hungry. (In full throat) But this God is making a new world where the knowledge of it’s going to cover the earth as the waters cover the sea, and all are going to have freedom, and all are going to have justice, and all are going to come into the acceptable day of God. All are going to know joy, peace, prosperity, happiness, the abundance of every good desire. (Voice moderates) This is the God that you want? You don’t want anything else but the atmosphere of a living God’s presence. Hmm. When you become conscious of this God’s presence, the very consciousness of it will release every source of your difficulty. It’ll be a consolation for every problem. (Voice rises) It is the same thing that you’ve been talking about and never knew, the thing you’ve been theorizing but never had. This is peace of mind. We do create jobs and quiet resting places. We do create help when you’re in trouble. This is the God that answers all prayer. This is the God that meets every condition.

Congregation: (Light applause)

Jones: (Voice moderates) We don’t have to talk about one that is to come. We have one that’s anointing our head now. He’s anointing our head with the oil of salvation and freedom and liberation. And our cups are now running over. Surely goodness and mercy is following us all the days of our life. (In full throat) While we are dwelling in the house of good God almighty, we are dwelling in the house of a good God almighty, (voice quietens) blessed, blessed, blessed. (Pause) We’re not looking for it, we’ve found it. Oh, we’ve found it, and we are glad. You don’t like our religion, go back on over there. Those old jacklegs, they’ll stand and take your money, they got Cadillacs out there. I don’t have anything, but I’ve got Greyhound busses. I don’t have new shoes or a new suit, but I’ve got clothes and food and quiet resting places for our people, beautiful senior citizen homes, beautiful children homes, beautiful dormitories, which every one of our youngsters are getting education. Don’t worry about it– And our enemies, our enemies– The man that came running down the aisle was gonna shoot me. What did you do? You saw him this week, didn’t some of you? Out picking little old pieces of paper up, little pieces of paper up and putting ’em in a bag. That’s how screwy his mind has become, because I told you I’d run him clear out of his mind for what he did. (Pause, quiet) You cannot hate God and get by with it. You cannot fight this work and get by with it. You may cause us some temporary persecution, prosecution, and tribulations, but we are going to have the dominion. If one of us falls, 10,000 will rise in our place.

Congregation: (Light applause)

Jones: So don’t let some old jackleg telling you Jesus is coming soon, looking with his diamond rings and his golden tie clasp and his beautiful emerald cuff links. I can’t even hardly say those words, ’cause I wouldn’t buy any such thing. Don’t own any of those things. Don’t let some jackleg preacher that’s got a new Cadillac every year and a fine home out in the suburbia tell you Jesus is coming soon. (Voice rises slowly) Now if he thought Jesus was coming soon, he wouldn’t have all that junk, ’cause when you meet Jesus, you’re supposed to have nothing but love in your heart, you’re supposed to have sold all you had and given it to the poor. You’re supposed to share it and share it alike. He’s robbing you blind. He talking to you about joy that’s going to come, talking to you about blessings that are yet to come. Well, what we have has already brought degrees of joy beyond the fullest expression of imagination. It’s brought us unmingled love. It’s brought us joy. It’s beyond all joy. It’s brought us a love and joy and peace that is without any exception. (Pause) (Quiet) We’re talking about a joy that is here now. Joy without a tear. Joy without the adverse circumstances that you have out there. Joy without fear, because we’ve made a way for every kind of man (unintelligible word). All of his oppositions, all of his so-called plans of destruction, we’ve got a plan for him to countermand. (Voice rises) We’ve got something to praise God for, we’ve got something that we can call God, God that cares, a God that is our Father, a God that loves us, a God that saves us, a God that heals us, a God that resurrects us when we’re dead. We have something to praise for. We know God. God is sitting here in our midst and we exalt the name of Father, because Father is God and God is all we need.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: (Moderates) And if this God doesn’t keep your house, your watch is in vain. You might as well just throw all the money that you’ve given to these churches, you might as well give them to the– the pimp on the coun– country square or the city block called the Tenderloin. You might as well give your money to one of those, because it’s just as wasted. You might as well go and flush it down one of the capitalist toilets because your money’s not going to do you anything unless you put it in this house, ’cause in this house, (Voice builds) you can go up in Redwood Valley and see acres and acres, where a black recently died before I came, was shot down [in] their streets. Reverend Williams knew him. Reverend Williams who was crippled, a Baptist minister and invalid until I healed him. Now he’s able to hold two jobs. Now I have put a black right smack in the top of the sheriff’s department. I’ve put a black at the head of the largest factory. I’ve put my people in the schools. I’ve put them in the hospitals till we practically have the supervision of the general hospital. I’ve put them here, there and everywhere.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: (Voice moderates) And now, if you’re black and stopped on the highway by the California Highway Patrol, you will be much more likely to get on. Many of our people who didn’t know me will– when they go down through there and they were speeding, they didn’t know me and my teachings about moderation, and they were speeding and they found out where they were going, they said, go on. How many has that happened to? There’s a black brother back there, there’s another black brother, there’s a black sister. Yes, you’ve seen it happen to you. Now it pays to be black up there, because our God came and made us whole.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: What’s your jackleg preacher done for you lately? I see one of them jacklegs in here tonight. That’s why I’m preaching. What’s your jackleg done for you lately? Has he come and given you a place where once you were shot down [in] the streets and now if the highway patrol stops you, and they say you going to Peoples Temple? Oh, that’s all right. I’ll forgive you this time. Go on. Go on. That’s a good place to go. No, you haven’t got anything, and (Voice rises) I’ve given them acres and acres of beautiful property, the best of senior citizen homes, the best convalescent sanatoriums, the best swimming pool, the best of everything, the best of foods and gardens, the best dormitories. What’s your jackleg done for you lately? Just rob you blind. That’s what those yellow devils have done. Spineless devils, just taking from my people, rob my people, but I’m telling you, I’m a just God, and vengeance is mine and I will repay. I will shake their churches until they won’t even be able to keep the church mice coming. I said, I’ll shake those churches.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: In 20 years you won’t even be able to get a church mouse to come to them. There won’t be enough people to even entertain a building.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: (Moderates, then builds) Why, if you don’t know it, a revolution’s on the scene, and God will have his way, God, father, socialism, he’ll have his way. No man can hinder, nothing can prevent me from doing my just purpose, nothing can prevent me from having my holy way, nothing can prevent me from building this new holy, equitable, egalitarian, socialist order of people’s democracy. (Pause) (Moderates tone) And if you don’t believe it, just stand around and watch. Why– While you got time, jackleg, ’cause you don’t repent, you’re not going to be around next July. You come over here to spy. I’ll take care of your spying. You been best to stay at home where you shoulda been. You go home and drink a little bit of that stuff you got under the mattress. Drink that junk.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: Don’t come over here and play with God, ’cause God’s a live wire. You’re not in a crap game now. You’re in the game with God almighty, and he’s never lost a battle. (Ministerial fervor) He’s never lost a game that he ever played. (Pause) (Tone moderates, then builds) You puny churchite, you thought you’d run us outta town with all your lie– (Tape edit) lies day after day in the fall of this year, thought you’d get the attorney general [State Attorney General Evelle Younger], thought you’d get all the state to turn on us, but we turned all your aims and ambitions around, and the very one you tried to influence has just today wrote one of my members a very kind letter, the attorney general, we’ve gotten praise from the people that you wanted to throttle us, to destroy us, and now we are in the House of Congress, and you jacklegs are still just doing nothing, and you’re going to go down doing nothing, and you’ll always be known for doing nothing, because you can’t do anything but nothing.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: All right, child. I’ve said enough. Put that in your– your pipe and smoke it.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: (Draws out) Yes, yes, yes. (pause) Oh, yes.

(long pause, audience quietens)

Jones: (Quiet) Hallelujah. (Sings) Oh, what a mighty God–

(Tape edit)

(Tape returns with singing of “Oh what a mighty God we have”)

Jones: You may be seated. God, God, God. (Hums) (Pause, organ music in background) Remember that we are leaving tonight and you should go with us. We had a marvelous, miraculous day yesterday in Los Angeles, and again Los Angeles filled their temple. Cooler in Los Angeles last night than it was here tonight. San Francisco is getting some heat, and it’s good to have these changes, by changes in community. Community, you’ll build up your immunity. Even older, you’ll build up your immunity. During (unintelligible word) summer you’ll build up your immunity and won’t have as many viruses, or they won’t affect you as seriously as they will others. Because you will have built up an immunity to the germs that come flooding in from every place. You will have built resistance up, and I would recommend that that is the wise thing to do. Now, there’ll be a service here Sunday morning and there’ll be a service here Sunday evening. Mr. Jones’ custom is to hold meetings on alternate Sundays, and you should be under the jurisdiction of Mother [Marceline Jones]. She is a great mother to you, she been a faithful companion to me for 25 years–

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: –and she is here unless she is out on other work. There will be some days ahead in which she will take a while to be out on some important work, and I too, but my spirit is always present–

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: –personally. You needn’t worry about me taking a vacation, because we are now getting ready to vacation, is to take in common. When I do a vacation, we do that together. I haven’t missed a service in I don’t know how long, and I have eight a week. Some preachers, if they had eight in a month, they’d fall over, but I have eight services a week, and all night counseling on Monday – never fail – and sometimes all night on Tuesday, and most of the night on Wednesday before we leave for Los Angeles, and most of the night on Thursday before we start back here on Friday. But I shall have some things to take care of, for no one else can take care of it, except we take care of us and we gotta provision for anything that might come. You name it, we’ve got it.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: You could sing about these silly things about God being your father, your mother, your sister, your brother, your doctor, your lawyer. Well, you can understand why we were going to sing that – or should at least – more enthusiastically, because we’ve seen God be our Father, we’ve seen him be our lawyer. We saw the sister that stood up out here and said that she’d– I stopped her and I said you got a hepatitis which was a serious disease. It could destroy you. Go get it confirmed. And you’re going to see the same God take it away from her. That’s– That’s the same God (pause) You’ve heard the doctor’s name given here just a while ago. He confirmed– the doctor didn’t tell her. I told her, and she went to the doctor.

Male: That’s right.

Jones: (Voice builds) So we know of God that has been a doctor, we know a God that when our sons here standing before you have been under false arrest and put in jail, they said they’d be taken out, said that charges would be dropped, and he kept his word, so we should never let anybody out there singing to a spook sing more than we. We know God who is our father and our mother and our sister and our brother, our doctor, our lawyer– (Pause) Good God almighty. How we should praise him.

(long pause. Audience quiet)

Jones: Well, isn’t it good? (pause) (stumbles over words) Good ol’ Reverend Ike. Now I’m glad. Now he’s having to take a shot at me. He said let these kind of people alone. He’s got to change the world. Wants to bring justice. Said that’s not your business to get involved with those people. He feels threatened by me, ’cause he knows I’m gonna change the world.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: (Short laugh) Oh well. That’s just fraud. He’s a fraud. Who’d in a world would want to go around him, with his fancy clothes, and he tells you publicly, he spends over a thousand dollars, he dances a jig that’s queer, comes out in front of a floor – that’s the only kind of thing I’d call a queer – dancing around, says I spend a thousand dollars of the people’s money on my clothes. Don’t you think I’m pretty. I think he’s pretty, all right.

Congregation: (Applause and cheers)

Jones: I think he’s a pretty mess, and I’ve–
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“Skygod” is Jones’s derisive term for the conventional Christian deity — the distant, judgmental God of the sky who rewards some and punishes others without evident justice. Jones rejects this God entirely, offering in his place an immanent divine presence that is realized only in human action and community. The critique of the Skygod is genuine and has real theological substance. What replaces the Skygod, however, is not a more liberating theology but Jones’s own claim to divine embodiment.

Woman 1: (Weeping)

Jones: He followed you everywhere.

Woman 1: (Sobs) (unintelligible)

Jones: He was killed for no reason (over sobbing) by a vicious honky. As soon as you saw the man beating the dog with a rake, you could hardly see the man because of your anger.

Woman 1: (Unintelligible)

Jones: The Bible had taught you to be content-

Woman 1: Yes-

Jones: -that you were not to speak up to a white man. Well, I’m telling you, you speak up to anyone that oppresses you.

Scattered voices in congregation: Yeah, that’s right, that’s right. (Applause)

Jones: I know King James’ erroneously- King James’ erroneously printed many things like savant- Servants, obey your masters, slaves obey your masters, women keep silence in the churches, suffer not the women to teach, but that was mis- staken because King James – get My Letter Killeth and read it closely – you’ll see how he is the one that sent – (Aside) See that she has a copy – (back to woman) the Good Ship Jesus, it was the one that sent the good ship Jesus to Africa to bring back the first blacks in chains. The letter has killed us. That’s why you get- need to get the spirit that I’ve got now that’s magnetizing.

Congregation: (Murmurs)

Jones: You thought you was- (pause) (aside) Uh- I won’t say that, I won’t say that. (back to woman) You again recently picked up a stray dog with sores all over its body-

Woman 1: Yes sir.

Jones: -and you nursed it back to health-

Woman 1: (Sobs) Yes.

Jones: -even though you don’t have enough hardly to take care of yourself. And I’ll do something about that too.

Woman 1: Oh, thank you, Lord.

Congregation: (Cheers)

Voices in the congregation: Yes, thank you, yes.

Jones: (Uses glossolalia) In the last twelve years, your vision has become steadily worse until four years ago, (pause) until four years ago when you began to barely see even shadows.

Woman 1: Yes, yes. (Sobs)

Jones: I’ll work on that in just a minute. Have you begun to believe that there is not an ordinary man in this place?

Woman 1: Yes, oh yes, yes.

Jones: Not only have you suffered with this terrible blindness, but you’ve also had to face the agonizing pain of a crippling condition as well. Over fifteen years ago you fell carrying the only child you ever conceived.

Woman 1: Oh, Jesus.

Jones: That’s what I mean about the Skygod, you can’t believe in the Skygod. You got to li- believe in something you see. (over sobs) The horrible thing I’m about to say to this woman that I know in my mind. I saw today in the paper that- I mentioned Wi- George Wiley, a civil rights man, good man, who went out on the water and he drowned. Fell off the boat, and his little son, he said, please, hurry, throw me the rope, but the rope wasn’t there, and the man died, but he didn’t know me. And- Think of the guilt of that little boy will have. And on your paper today, it mentioned someone get- couple of young kids going through the desert and they were buried, one of them was buried alive. Think of the agony of that. And the front page of your paper says there’s eight million blacks in the Sub Sahara that are starving to death, and you say you can’t take me. One woman walked out of here and said, “I don’t worship anything I can see, I worship the unknown God.” And Paul said, you’re entirely toosuperstitious. Paul said that in your Bible, because you have a superscription- an inscription to the (calls out) unknown God. I tell you, you cannot worship anything you don’t see. Now I’m not talking about worship, ’cause I don’t want anyone to worship me. You can’t love anything you don’t see, and all
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