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For odd ducks everywhere.


Remember, “odd duck” is just another name


for a swan.

 


And since this book had so very much to do with mummies,


it seems only right that I dedicate it to my mummy,


Dixie Young,


who ran with the wolves (or maybe it was the jackals!)


long before there was a book written about it


and had to find her own way through the wild woods.


And even with all that, she managed to hold the path open for others.


I only wish I’d understood how hard it must have been earlier.



CHAPTER ONE

A Grand Fete
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THE LACE ON MY PARTY FROCK itched horribly. I don’t understand how they can make things as complex as motorcars or machines that fly but can’t invent itchless lace. Although Mother didn’t seem to be plagued with this problem, I would have to pay close attention to the other ladies at the reception this evening to see if they exhibited any symptoms.

“You’re surprisingly quiet, Theodosia,” Father said, interrupting my thoughts.

“Surprisingly”? Whatever did he mean by that, I wonder?

“I would have thought you’d be chattering a mile a minute about Lord Chudleigh’s reception.”

Tonight was to be my big introduction to professional life. And I planned to savor every second of it. I would be the first eleven-year-old girl ever to walk in their midst. What if they should ask me to make a speech? Wouldn’t that be grand? I would stand there, with all eyes on me—keepers and lords and sirs and all sorts of fancy folk—and then I would . . . have to say something. Maybe having to speak wouldn’t be such a great idea after all.

Mother put her gloved hand on Father’s arm. “She’s most likely nervous, Alistair. The only young girl among so many important dignitaries and officials? I would have been tongue-tied at her age.”

Well. That wasn’t very comforting. Maybe I should have been more nervous than I was. The carriage turned a corner and my stomach dipped uneasily.

We reached Lord Chudleigh’s residence in Mayfair, a large red brick mansion with white columns and windowpanes. At the door, a butler bowed and greeted Father by name. Then we were motioned inside, where we joined an absolutely mad throng of people, all dressed in fine frocks and evening coats. There were marble floors, and the hallway sported Greek columns. Actually, the whole place had the touch of a museum about it: Grecian urns, a bust of Julius Caesar, and even a full coat of armor standing at attention. Suddenly I 
was glad of all that itchy lace—otherwise I would have felt dreadfully underdressed.

I slipped my hand into Mother’s. “Lord Chudleigh’s house is even grander than Grandmother Throckmorton’s,” I whispered.

“Don’t let her hear you say that,” Father said.

“How could she possibly hear me?” I scoffed. “She’s miles away in her own grand house.”

The look on Father’s face gave me pause. “Isn’t she?” I asked hesitantly.

“I’m afraid not.” His tone was clipped, as if he wasn’t very happy about it, either. “She moves in the same social circles as Lord Chudleigh.”

That was the sort of news that could ruin an entire evening. one might think it was a bit of an overstatement, if one didn’t know my grandmother.

I stared out at the crowd of people, desperate to spot Grandmother. If I saw her first, it would make avoiding her all that much easier.

Although really, I oughtn’t worry, I told myself as we moved into the enormous ballroom. I was on my best behavior and had no intention of drawing any unpleasant attention to myself. Not even Grandmother would be able to find fault with me tonight. Except she believes children in general, and me 
in particular, should be seen as little as possible and heard even less. Just my being here would be an enormous affront to her sense of propriety.

Music played in the background, but people weren’t dancing—they just stood about talking and drinking champagne. We weaved our way among the guests until a tall man who looked vaguely familiar waved us over. Father immediately altered his course and began herding Mother and me in that direction.

When we reached the gentleman, he leaned forward and thumped Father on the back. “It’s about time you showed up, Throckmorton. At least you had the good sense to bring your lovely wife.”

Mum put her hand out, but instead of shaking it, the man lifted it to his lips and kissed it! He’d better not try that with me, was all I could think. Luckily, he didn’t. In fact, he ignored me until Father cleared his throat and put his hand on my shoulder. “And this is my daughter, Theodosia, Lord Chudleigh. The one we spoke about.”

“Ah yes!” Lord Chudleigh bent over and peered down at me. “Our newest little archaeologist, eh? Following in your mother’s footsteps, are you, girl? Well done.” He reached out and patted me on the head. Like a pet. I’m sorry, but you simply don’t go around patting people on the head like dogs!

Father tightened his hand on my shoulder in silent warning. “So. What’s all this I keep hearing about an artifact of your own?”

Chudleigh looked smug. “After you came rushing home in such a hurry, I had to make a quick run down to Thebes to secure the site.”

Father winced slightly. “So you’ve mentioned.” Under his breath he added, “Three times.” Then, louder, “I’m terribly sorry about that. If my son hadn’t been so ill . . .”

“Eh, it felt good to get out into the field and get a taste of what you do.” Chudleigh nudged Father with his elbow. “I got a chance to find a little something of my own down there, too. Standing in plain sight, it was. Don’t know why you and your wife didn’t send it straight along with the first batch. In fact, I have a treat for everyone tonight.” He puffed up his chest and rocked back on his heels. “In honor of my most recent find, we’re going to have a mummy unwrapping!”

A mummy unwrapping! My stomach recoiled at the very idea. Didn’t he understand that mummification was a sacred death rite of the ancient Egyptians? That unwrapping a mummy would be the same as undressing his grandfather’s dead body? “Sir,” I began, but Father’s hand pressed down on my shoulder again. Surely I was going to be bruised black and blue from all this hand clamping.

“Fascinating, sir,” was all he said. “We’ll look forward to it.”

“Good, good. Thought you might.” Chudleigh nodded. Father excused us, took Mother’s elbow and mine, and began to steer us away.

Mum muttered under her breath, “I thought unwrappings went out with Queen Victoria.”

I whirled around to Father when we were out of earshot. “Why didn’t you say something? That’s desecration, isn’t it?”

“Yes, I suppose it is, Theodosia. But I’m not personally responsible for every mummy that comes out of Egypt, you know. Besides, the man’s on the museum’s board. I can’t risk getting on his bad side, and telling him that unwrapping his new mummy is bad form would certainly do that.”

I turned to Mother.

“Oh, no,” she said. “Don’t look at me. I’ve already got a hard enough row to hoe being a woman in this field. I can’t afford any appearance of sentimentality or emotion.”

Well, it had been worth a try. “Where do you think Chudleigh found the mummy?” I asked. “I never saw one in the tomb or annex. Did you, Father?”

“Well, no. But then again, I was preoccupied with getting you out of there safely. Now, let’s get this wretched evening over with. Oomph!”

Mother removed her elbow from Father’s ribs. “Tonight’s supposed to be a treat,” she reminded him.

Indeed, I had hoped for a lovely evening out with my parents. I had also hoped that my dressing up in fancy clothes and attending one of their social events might have allowed them to see me a little differently.

Or simply see me, rather than spend the entire evening looking over my head at other adults.

Pretending I hadn’t heard them, I raised up on my tiptoes, trying to spot the mummy. I couldn’t believe I would have overlooked a mummy lying about in plain sight, even if I had been being chased by the Serpents of Chaos.

It was hopeless. There were too many people, all of whom were taller than I was. When I pulled my gaze back down, I found an elderly man examining me through his monocle as if I were a bug at the end of a pin. A very round woman dressed in mustard-colored ruffles lifted her lorgnette to the bridge of her nose, then tut-tutted. Honestly! You’d think they’d never seen an eleven-year-old girl before.

“I suppose we’d best go pay our respects to Mother.” Father made the suggestion with the same enthusiasm he might have shown for leaping off the London Bridge straight into the foul, icy water of the river Thames.

Which was precisely how I felt about seeing Grandmother, frankly. Luckily, the crowd shifted just then and I spied someone I recognized. “Oh look, Father! There’s Lord 
Snowthorpe.” And although he wasn’t one of my favorite people, he was standing next to one of my favorite people, Lord Wigmere. Only, I wasn’t supposed to know Wigmere even existed, as he was the head of the Brotherhood of the Chosen Keepers, a secret organization whose sworn duty was to keep watch over all the sacred objects and artifacts in the country. Because the British Empire had amassed quite a few relics and ensorcelled items, it was quite a job. It was the Brotherhood that stood between our country and any of that ancient magic getting loose and wreaking horror upon us. Well, them and me, that is. I waved at the two men.

“No, Theo!” Father hissed. “I don’t wish to speak to—”

“Throckmorton!” Lord Snowthorpe called out.

“Oh, blast it all. Now look what you’ve done.”

Didn’t Father realize that Snowthorpe was a hundred times better than Grandmother? Besides, I was hoping one of these gentlemen might be as repulsed by the mummy unwrapping as we were. Since they didn’t work for Lord Chudleigh, perhaps they could put a stop to it.

When we reached Snowthorpe, Lord Wigmere winked at me, then ever so slightly shook his head, letting me know I wasn’t to let on I knew him. I winked back.

There were a lot of false hearty hellos and good-to-see-yous exchanged, then Snowthorpe got down to his real reason for wanting to say hello: snooping. “I say, did that Heart of Egypt of yours ever turn up?” he asked.

Father stiffened, and Mother raised her nose into the air. “I’m afraid not,” she said. “The burglar got clean away.”

That was a subject I wouldn’t mind avoiding for a while longer. Say, a lifetime. My parents had no idea that I had been the one to return the Heart of Egypt to its proper resting place in the Valley of the Kings. It had been the only way to nullify the dreadful curse the artifact had been infected with. Of course, I’d had a bit of help from Wigmere and his Brotherhood of the Chosen Keepers. But my parents didn’t know that, either.

“What was all that rot you fed me about having it cleaned, then?” Snowthorpe demanded.

“We . . .” Father turned to Mother with a desperate look on his face. She stared back, fumbling for something to say.

They couldn’t have looked more guilty if they tried, so I spoke up. “The authorities had asked us to keep quiet until they made a few inquiries. They didn’t want the perpetrators to catch wind of how much they knew or who they suspected.”

Four pairs of eyes looked down at me in surprise.

“Isn’t that what they said, Father?” I prompted.

“Yes,” he said, recovering nicely. “Exactly what they said.”

Wigmere’s mustache twitched. “Do introduce me to this charming young lady, Throckmorton.”

As if we needed any introduction! We’d only worked closely together on averting one of the worst crises ever to reach British soil.

“Forgive me. Lord Wigmere, this is my daughter, Theodosia Throckmorton. Theodosia, this is Lord Wigmere, head of the Antiquarian Society.”

I gave a proper curtsy. “I’m very pleased to meet you, sir.”

“And I you.”

Before Snowthorpe could begin jawing on again about the Heart of Egypt, I decided to raise my concerns. “Have you heard what Lord Chudleigh’s planning for this evening?”

I felt Father scowl at me, but I did my best to ignore him, which was rather difficult when his heated gaze threatened to burn a hole through my skull.

Snowthorpe brightened. “You mean the mummy unwrapping?”

“Yes, but don’t you think it’s wrong to do it as . . . entertainment?”

Snowthorpe dismissed my words with a wave of his hand. “Gad no! It’s good for business, that. People love mummies, and whenever their interest goes up, so do museum ticket sales.”

“But isn’t it desecration?”

The pleasant expression left Snowthorpe’s face and he looked down at me, almost as if seeing me for the first time. “You sound just like Wigmere here. He’d have us ship all our artifacts back to Egypt if he had his way.”

Well, certainly the cursed ones, anyway. I sent a beseeching look in Wigmere’s direction, but he shook his head sympathetically. “I already tried and got nowhere. Chudleigh’s too intent on having his fun.”

Disappointment spiked through me. I looked over my shoulder. The crowd had broken up a bit. I caught a glimpse of a table with guests clustered around it, but I still couldn’t see the mummy itself.

Really, this fete of theirs was no fun at all. Not what I thought of as a proper party. I caught yet another old codger staring at me and realized that such scrutiny had made me beastly thirsty. I suddenly craved a glass of lemon smash or cold ginger beer. As I searched the crowd for the man with the refreshment tray, yet another old lady examined me through her opera glasses. I wrinkled my nose. Didn’t these people realize how rude that was?

The woman dropped her glasses, and I was dismayed to find myself staring into the shocked face of Grandmother Throckmorton! I quickly turned away, pretending I hadn’t seen her.

Seconds later, a very stiff-looking footman appeared at 
Father’s side. “Madam wishes me to request you attend her immediately.”

“What?” he asked, then caught sight of his mother. “Oh yes, of course!” He bid goodbye to Wigmere and Snowthorpe, then herded us over to where Grandmother was conversing with a rather short, barrel-shaped man.

When we reached her, she offered up her cheek to Father for a kiss. He did so (grudgingly, I’m sure), and then she turned to Mother and inclined her head slightly. “Henrietta.”

“Madam.” Mother nodded back.

Grandmother ignored me completely. She still wasn’t speaking to me for having run away while under her care. Even so, I wanted to prove I could be polite even if she couldn’t and gave my very best curtsy. “How do you do, Grandmother? It’s very good to see you again.”

Grandmother sniffed in disapproval, then asked Father, “What is she doing here?”

“Now, Mother. She did make a rather remarkable find, locating that secondary annex to Amenemhab’s tomb. Lord Chudleigh suggested we bring her along to celebrate her first find for the museum.”

“This is no place for children and her schedule is already far too irregular. If you cannot see to her proper upbringing, then perhaps I shall take her to hand.” Grandmother studied me for a long moment before continuing. “Have you had any luck in locating a new governess for her?”

Mother and Father exchanged guilty glances. I could tell they’d forgotten all about it. “Not yet. But we’ll keep looking.” Mother missed the look of scorn Grandmother sent her way, but I didn’t. I narrowed my eyes and glared at the old bat.

Except she was so busy ignoring me, she missed it and turned to the man standing beside her. I was left to stew on the idea of Grandmother overseeing my upbringing. I was torn between horror at the thought and fury at her treatment of Mother.

“Alistair, I’d like you to meet Admiral Sopcoate.”

Admiral Sopcoate had a jolly face. He was quick to catch my eye, then smiled. I liked him immediately.

Admiral Sopcoate shook Father’s hand. “What is it you do, again, Throckmorton?”

Father opened his mouth to respond, but Grandmother talked over him. “He’s the Head Curator of the Museum of Legends and Antiquities.”

When Grandmother said nothing more, Father quickly stepped in. “And this is my wife, Henrietta. She’s the museum’s archaeologist and brings us a number of our most spectacular finds.”

Grandmother sniffed.

“And this is my daughter, Theodosia,” Father continued.

Admiral Sopcoate reached out and took my hand. (No head patting or hand kissing here! I knew I liked him for a good reason.) “Pleased to meet you, my dear.”

“And I you, sir.” Still determined to be on my best behavior, I added, “Perhaps you’d like to come by and see our museum someday? We’d be happy to give you a tour.”

Grandmother’s eyes flared in irritation. She fixed me with a gaze that clearly said, Do not dare speak again in my presence, then turned back to the admiral. “We were just discussing Admiral Sopcoate’s newest addition to the home fleet, the Dreadnought.”

“Yes! Have you seen her yet, Throckmorton?” Sopcoate asked.

“I can’t say as I have,” Father said. “Although I’ve read a bit about it in the paper.”

“The Dreadnought is the newest crown jewel in Her Majesty’s fleet,” Sopcoate explained. “Makes every other battleship in the world obsolete.”

“If you ask me,” Grandmother butted in, “we can’t have enough battleships. Not with Germany’s determination to become the world’s greatest naval power.”

“Now, now, Lavinia,” Admiral Sopcoate reassured her. 
“The British Navy is twice as strong as the next two navies combined.”

Lavinia! He’d called her by her Christian name! I’d forgotten she even had one.

“Not if Germany has its way,” she answered darkly. “They are determined to challenge our naval supremacy.”

“Don’t worry.” Sopcoate gave a jolly wink. “Once those Germans see the Dreadnought, they’ll put aside their misguided ideas of naval equality with England.”

“But isn’t that rather like baiting a bear?” Father asked. “How do you know they won’t come out swinging, determined to build even more battleships of their own?”

Couldn’t grownups talk of anything besides politics and war? I knew that the Germans and the British were on the outs with each other, but if you asked me—although no one did—that was mostly the fault of the Serpents of Chaos. They were a secret organization dedicated to bringing about disorder and strife in their quest to dominate the world. Specifically, they wanted Germany and Britain at each other’s throat. They wanted instability and utter chaos so they could move in and seize power. However, now that Wigmere and I had foiled their plans, this whole war-cry nonsense would surely die down.

Luckily, before the adults could go on too long, we were 
interrupted by a faint clinking sound. Lord Chudleigh was striking his champagne glass with a tiny fork. “Time has come, everyone. Gather round. Here’s your chance to see a mummy unwrapped, the unveiling of the secrets of the Egyptians.”

An excited murmur ran through the crowd, and everyone shuffled over to the table on which the mummy lay. I tugged on Father’s hand. “Do I have to watch, Father? Can’t I wait over there?”

He patted my shoulder. “There’s nothing to be afraid of, you know.”

Of course I knew that! That wasn’t the issue. It just seemed wrong to be unwrapping the poor mummy in front of all these gawking visitors who didn’t give a fig about ancient Egypt or the scholarly pursuit of Egyptian burial practices.

As we drew closer, I made a point of hanging back behind Mother and Father, but then Admiral Sopcoate stepped aside. “Here, young lady. Come stand in front of me so you can see better. You don’t want to miss this!”

Of course, he was just being kind. I opened my mouth to say, “No thank you,” but caught Grandmother’s eye. The warning glint told me that refusing wasn’t an option. Biting back a sigh, I stepped forward and found myself in the front row, merely three feet away from the mummy on the table.

“This unidentified mummy was found inside the newly discovered tomb of Amenemhab,” Chudleigh went on. “We’re hoping that by unwrapping him tonight, we will learn more about who he was, as well as insights into the mystery of mummification. Are you ready?”

A wave of assent rose up from the gathering.

“Throckmorton, Snowthorpe, would you do the honors, please?”

Father blinked in surprise. He quickly hid the look of distaste that spread across his face and stepped dutifully forward.

“Let’s start from the feet, shall we?” Snowthorpe suggested.

I thought about closing my eyes, then wondered if Grandmother Throckmorton would be able to tell. Testing the theory, I screwed my eyes shut—just for the merest of seconds. Immediately there was a sharp poke in my shoulder blade and a disapproving sniff.

I opened my eyes and thought briefly of handing her a handkerchief. Honestly! I didn’t see how it was rude to close one’s eyes but perfectly all right to sniff constantly, like one of those pigs that can root out truffles.

I turned my attention back to the front, but looked steadfastly at Father instead of the mummy.

It takes a surprisingly long time to unwrap a mummy. To entertain his guests, Lord Chudleigh jawed on about mummy legends and curses—the most sensational rubbish he could find, and most of it not even close to the truth. When he got to the part about how they used to grind up mummies to be ingested for their magical properties—that part true, unfortunately—I was so utterly revolted that I blurted out, “You’re not going to grind this one up, are you?”

There was a long moment of silence in which everyone chose to stare at me, and I suddenly remembered my promise to do nothing to call attention to myself.

Chudleigh gave a false laugh. “No, no. Of course not. This one will become a part of my own personal collection.”

“Oh. I beg your pardon,” I said, vowing to keep my mouth shut from now on.

At last Father and Snowthorpe came to the mummy’s head. I studiously kept my eyes glued to Father’s face. When the last bandage was lifted away, the crowd gasped in delighted horror.

I will not look, I will not look, I told myself. But sometimes the more you concentrate on not doing something, the more drawn you are to doing it. In the end, my curiosity got the better of me and I looked.

“Behold—the unknown priest of Amenemhab!” Lord Chudleigh called out.

A smattering of applause ran through the crowd. Unable to help myself, I stepped forward, my eyes fixed on the mummy’s face.

It was a face I had seen only a few short months ago, when I’d been forced to confront three of the Serpents of Chaos in Thutmose III’s tomb. Their leader’s words rang in my ears. That is twice he’s failed me. There shall not be a third time.

“Oh no, Lord Chudleigh.” The words bubbled out before I could stop them. “That isn’t an unknown priest of the Middle Dynasty. That’s Mr. Tetley. From the British Museum.”


CHAPTER TWO

Chaos Returns
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THE CROWD ERUPTED INTO SHOCKED EXCLAMATIONS. Father looked at me strangely. “You know Tetley?”

“What on earth are you talking about?” Chudleigh asked.

Behind me, I heard Grandmother declare, “She’s gone too far this time.” Just as her clawlike hand reached for me, I took three giant steps forward, answering the least dicey question first.

“I’m trying to explain that this isn’t a mummy from ancient Egypt, but a very recent fake.”

A look of indignation passed over Chudleigh’s face, which he tried unsuccessfully to cover up with a jolly bluster. 
“Now, now. What could a young girl possibly know about mummies, eh? Not much, I’d wager.”

“Well, you’d be wrong, sir.” Grandmother’s gasp of shock made me realize that I had sounded rude, although I was just trying to point out that I most certainly did know things about mummies. “See how there aren’t any amulets among the bandages? Most unusual. And look here. He’s not wearing a linen tunic or skirt or even a loincloth. He’s wearing . . . a combination suit.” I felt myself blush and heard a commotion behind me. A voice called out, “Get me some smelling salts!”

I glanced over my shoulder to find Admiral Sopcoate dragging Grandmother Throckmorton over to a settee. I gulped and turned back to face Father and Lord Chudleigh.

Chudleigh’s face was quite red. “Now, see here . . .”

Father tugged at his collar. “I’m afraid she does point out some very legitimate irregularities, sir.”

Chudleigh did not look happy to have my opinion confirmed. Afraid he would think that Father was only sticking up for me, I addressed Lord Snowthorpe. If anyone could recognize Tetley, it would be he. “What do you think, sir?”

With great reluctance, as if he had no wish to be near the center of this brewing controversy, Snowthorpe looked from me to Chudleigh, who was growing redder by the minute. I was afraid the poor man was going to have apoplexy.

“Do you recognize the mummy, sir?” I asked.

Snowthorpe gave me a patronizing look. “Now, now, my dear girl. I appreciate your faith in me, but I can’t possibly recognize every mummy in Egypt.”

Honestly, the man had a brain the size of a pea. Fighting down a growing frustration, I tried again. “Yes, but doesn’t he look familiar? Haven’t you seen that face before?”

Snowthorpe seemed horrified. “Where would I have seen this face before?”

I winced. “Just have a quick look, sir. If it really is Mr. Tetley from the British Museum, you’d know better than I.”

Chudleigh said, “Yes, yes. Come have a look and prove this poor child is gravely mistaken.”

Snowthorpe stepped up to the mummy’s head and lifted his monocle. “Well, Tetley has been missing for the past few weeks. Left the office one morning and never returned.”

“So it is possible,” I said.

Chudleigh glared at me. “But that doesn’t prove he’d go all the way to Egypt and get himself turned into a mummy!”

“I’m sure he didn’t do it on purpose,” I pointed out.

Father grabbed my elbow and walked me a few paces away from Chudleigh. “How on earth did you know Tetley?” he asked in a heated whisper.

Oh dear. I was so hoping he’d forget that particular question. “Um, he was very helpful to me once. On my last visit to the British Museum.”

“What in the blazes were you doing there?” he asked.

I lowered my voice. “Just checking out the competition, Father. I didn’t enjoy it a bit.”

His face relaxed. “I should hope not,” he said. Then he called out to Snowthorpe, “Well? What do you think? Is it this Tetley fellow?”

Snowthorpe lifted his gaze, his face deathly pale. “Yes,” he said in a low voice. “I’m afraid it is.”

The crowd erupted again and shocked whispers echoed throughout the room. Chudleigh speared me with a glare that clearly said he thought this was all my fault, as if I’d gone and masterminded the deception myself.

Someone moved forward to stand next to me, and I was relieved to find Wigmere at my side. Now we’d get somewhere.

Wigmere motioned the others to come closer, then lowered his voice. “If this really is Tetley, then we need to consider foul play and summon the authorities.”

Chudleigh recoiled in horror. “Are you mad? Think of the scandal!”

I wasn’t so sure what Chudleigh thought the scandal was—foul play or his being exposed as an ignorant boob.

“It can’t be helped,” Wigmere said.

“Well, let me at least get these people on their way, then,” Chudleigh said. He glanced down at me as if I were an old rotten headcheese that had just appeared on his floor. “Clever girl,” he said, but it was no compliment. More like a curse.

“I’m terribly sorry, sir,” I heard Father say. “My daughter has been around Egyptian artifacts ever since she could walk. She was bound to pick up some of this knowledge along the way.”

“Most unnatural way to bring up a child, if you ask me,” Snowthorpe muttered.

“But we didn’t ask you,” Father said, bristling.

Chudleigh began walking away, stiff as a board. “Unnaturally clever,” he grumbled.

With one last glance at me, Father hurried after him to try to smooth things over. I was left standing alone next to Wigmere. “It is Tetley,” I whispered. “I’m sure of it.”

“You know what this means, then?” He pulled his eyes away from the mummy, and the full weight of his heavy gaze hit me. “The Serpents of Chaos wanted us to find this. They wanted to send a message.”

At the mention of the secret organization, my mouth grew dry. I was almost afraid to ask, “And what message is that, sir?”

“That we haven’t seen the last of them. They’ll be making another move. And soon.”

I turned and looked out into the crowd, half expecting to see von Braggenschnott or Bollingsworth lurking there. But no, only Lord Chudleigh, bidding his guests a hasty farewell. “Do you think he’s involved, sir?”

Wigmere followed my gaze. “I doubt it. I’m not sure the man’s smart enough, for one thing. Chaos doesn’t usually employ dimwits.”

Wigmere appeared convinced, but I wasn’t. It seemed to me it would be easy to hide a sharp mind under all that bluster and joviality.

I caught a movement out of the corner of my eye. Grandmother Throckmorton was waving Admiral Sopcoate away. She looked up just then, and our gazes met. Her wrath toward me seemed to give her strength and she surged to her feet. I glanced about desperately, looking for Mother or Father, but they were still hovering over by Lord Chudleigh, hoping to appease him.

When Grandmother reached me, she stared down at me with pinched nostrils. “You have finally gone too far. Someone needs to bring you to heel. If your parents won’t see to it, then I will.”

It wasn’t as if I had done anything to the poor fellow. I just happened to notice the mummy wasn’t an ancient Egyptian! And didn’t anyone realize this meant someone had been murdered? And that the murdered body was propped up against the watered silk wallpaper right under our noses?

If you ask me, some people have no perspective.


CHAPTER THREE

Anubis Rising
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FATHER SPENT ALL OF BREAKFAST glowering at me over his newspaper. It’s surprising how being scowled at chases one’s appetite clean away. I mostly picked at my toast.

Finally, he finished his eggs and kippers and put his paper down on the table with an angry rattle of the pages. “I’ve half a mind to leave you home today, Theodosia,” he announced.

His words stopped me cold. He didn’t really mean it, did he? He hadn’t left me at home for years. “B-but Father . . . if I’d known it was going to cause this much trouble, I would have kept quiet. It was just so clearly a fake. And,” I said in a very small voice, “I just wanted to make you proud of me.” 
I should have known by now that trying to impress Father never went as planned. Usually my efforts ended up being ignored, but now it appeared I’d graduated to inciting a near riot. I risked a glance at him just in time to see him exchange a look with Mother. With relief, I saw his expression soften.

“I do admire your ability to detect a fake, Theodosia. No emperor’s new clothes for you, no matter how many others who should have known better were duped.” He broke into a broad grin. “A true chip off the old block.”

Mother cleared her throat.

“Yes, well, you need to learn there is a time and place to announce your findings,” Father continued. “And in a way that doesn’t shoot other people’s conclusions down like a clay pigeon.”

What rot! He never took others’ feelings into consideration when pointing out the flaws in their theories. However, I knew when not to argue. “I’m sorry, Father. I’ll have to pay more attention and see how you do it next time.”

He looked surprised. “Very well. Still, I do think it’s good that your grandmother is finding a new governess for you. I didn’t realize how long the other one had been gone. You need more structure and direction in your studies.”

Well, of course I’d love some guidance in my studies! The only problem was, I’d had to help my last governess keep up with me, which wasn’t exactly the sort of help I needed.

I looked down at the napkin in my lap and began plucking at one of the corners. “I had hoped, now that Mum was home again, you and she would have time to direct my studies.” I looked up in time to see them exchange another glance across the table.

“It wouldn’t take much time at all,” I rushed to add. “I’m a very independent worker and need only a little direction.”

There was a long, horrid silence before Mum finally spoke, her voice gentle. “I’m sorry, Theodosia. We couldn’t possibly, not with the new items from the dig. There’s so very much to do, what with preparing the artifacts and analyzing what they mean. We will be busy round the clock.”

I swallowed my disappointment, reminding myself it had been a long shot. “Please don’t leave me at home today, Father. I do promise to be good.”

“Hm. Better than that, I’ve come up with a project for you. A way for you to be helpful and not just get in the way.”

I perked up at that. Doing something useful at the museum was what I longed to do, after all.

“I’ve decided to put you in charge of cataloging all the mishmash down in long-term storage. It desperately needs to be done, and it should keep you out of trouble for days.”

I tried to keep the horror off my face. “Long-term storage, Father? As in, downstairs in the museum’s basement?”

He scowled. “Yes. I clearly said long-term storage, did I 
not, Henrietta?” He looked to Mother for confirmation. She nodded, and he turned back to me. “Is there a problem with that?”

“No! I just thought perhaps you needed my help cataloging the things from Amenemhab’s tomb. We’re not all finished with that yet, are we?”

“No, but I’ve got that well in hand,” Father said. “Besides, I won’t be working on that this morning. I’ve got an interview with a candidate for the First Assistant Curator position. Now, is there a problem with the task you’ve been given?”

“No, Father,” I lied. perhaps I should have been content staying home after all. Surely it was better than venturing down into the catacombs.

 


For the first time ever, I found myself wishing my beastly younger brother, Henry, were home from school. If he had been, I would have made him come with me.

Henry claims the basement isn’t really a catacomb, and I suppose he’s right. Technically. It is, however, a large cavernous room full of old dead bodies (mummies, mostly) and items taken from their graves. Eerily similar to catacombs, if you ask me.

But the worst part is, whenever I open the door that leads 
to the crypt, it feels as if there is some malevolent force waiting silently in the darkness below. I’m sure it’s just the various curses and black magic that have accumulated over the years, but the air feels thick, almost alive with the power of it all.

Terrifying stuff, that. So I made sure I had on all three of my amulets as well as a pair of sturdy gloves. My cat, Isis, paused at the head of the stairs, sniffed at the cold, dank air, then meowed plaintively.

That wasn’t a good sign.

However, there was nothing else to do. Scuffling my feet loudly so I wouldn’t startle any entities down there, I descended the steps. I clutched my curse-removal kit with one hand (one can never be too careful!) and the banister with the other, as if it were a lifeline that would keep me anchored to a way out of this pit.

Come to think of it, that was exactly what it was.

The feeble gaslight barely penetrated the thick, rancid gloom. I shivered violently, unsure if it was the dank chill of the murky depths or something more sinister. . . . 

That was one of the things that was so unnerving about the catacombs. There were so many ancient artifacts jumbled so closely together. None of them had been near moonlight or sunlight or ka—life force—for years. Whatever curses and spells they possessed lay deeply dormant—which meant I 
had no way of sensing them. It felt like a horrid game of blindman’s bluff.

I paused at the bottom of the stairs. Isis lurked near my feet and together we faced the looming, squatting shapes before us.

It was even worse than I had remembered. There was a huge stone sarcophagus that took up most of the right side of the room, its heavy stone lid slightly askew. Seven mummies stood propped up against the wall just behind the sarcophagus. Their painted eyes seemed to follow me. In the far deep corner opposite the mummies lurked an enormous life-size wooden hippopotamus. It was coated with peeling black resin, which gave it a rotted, threatening appearance. As did the leering mouth filled with large square teeth.

It was clearly an Underworld demon of some importance.

I quickly scanned the other side of the room. The faint gaslight glinted dully off three bronze statues—one of Apis the Bull (Late Period, I believe), the falcon-headed Soul of Buto, and a lioness-headed statue of Sekhmet, the goddess of the destructive power of the sun. Funerary masks of long-forgotten pharaohs and ancient priests lined a shelf against the wall, and dozens upon dozens of Canopic jars were crowded together on the shelf below. Clay urns and bronze vessels sat next to stone daggers and knives with flint blades. A large Canopic shrine of gilded wood sat in the middle of 
the room, on top of which rested a large life-size statue of Anubis in his jackal form. Every available inch of the storeroom was covered with steles and scarabs and amulets and jewelry. It would take months to catalog all this!

I cast one last longing glance up the stairs, then pulled the notebook and pencil Father had given me from the pocket of my pinafore.

I decided it would be best if I started out with the seven mummies covering the far wall. For one, being able to cross an entire wall of artifacts off my list would make me feel as if I was making good progress. And two, if I had to spend days with my back to a bunch of mummies, I’d prefer to know exactly whom I was dealing with.

I took one look at the mummy nestled up against the corner, and my pulse began to race with excitement. It was from the Old Period, Third Dynasty, most likely. One of the oldest mummies I’d ever seen. I peered at the old spidery handwriting on a small tag inserted among the bandages. It was written in English, but it wasn’t Father’s handwriting. Perhaps this mummy had been acquired long before he’d arrived.

The tag identified the mummy as Rahotep, a powerful priest during Djoser’s reign. It was in such excellent condition, I couldn’t understand why it was down here in the catacombs instead of on display. I’d have to remember to ask Father about that.

The next mummy stood in a painted wooden case with a lid that had been removed. The mummy itself was still wrapped in its linen shroud (fully intact) and reinforced with linen strips. It was clearly from the Late New Period. I gingerly grasped the small wooden tag around its neck and squinted to read the faded Egyptian. The tag had been placed by the embalmer and claimed this mummy was Herihor, who had been an official of some sort under Osorkon the Elder.

The next two mummies were from the Middle Kingdom: Ankhetitat, a princess; and Kawit, a royal companion of the pharaoh Khendjer. Both were in relatively good condition, but weren’t spectacular finds like Rahotep.

The next mummy was a bit of a puzzle. I could narrow him down to the Late Period, but the wooden case had been coated in wax of some sort, which hid most of the markings. Deciding I wasn’t expected to identify it, I simply marked it down as Unknown Mummy, possibly Late Period.

The last mummies were also from the Late New Period: Sitkamose, a priestess of Horus; and Isetnofret, a priestess during Nectanebo’s reign. Seven total.

After I made the last notation on my paper, I reached up to stretch.

There was a faint rustle behind me. I whipped my head around. “Isis?”

But it wasn’t she who had made the noise. She stood frozen in her spot, back arched, staring at the statue of Anubis.

Which yawned.

Or maybe it was more of a stretching of his jaws. Either way, it wasn’t something a statue ought to do.

Worried, I stepped forward for a better look, then jumped back as the jackal shook himself, like a dog awakening from a nap.

This was bad. Very bad.

I looked into the statue’s eyes and he looked back at me, his hackles rising. He growled.

The growl ran along my skin, leaving a trail of goose bumps in its wake. Isis, who wasn’t used to hearing dog noises in her domain, hissed loudly.

The jackal swung his head in her direction, recognized immediately that she was a cat, then leaped off the shrine toward her.

Oh no!

Isis yowled and darted into the small space between the wall and the sarcophagus, and the jackal skidded to a stop. Frustrated, he tried to squeeze in after her, but he was too big.

I had to do something, and quick! But what? Of course, the solution rather depended on what had caused him to 
spring to life in the first place, and I had no idea. Was it exposure to the light? To my ka, or life force? Oh, what to do, what to do?

I glanced around the room, hoping for some rope to tie him up with or even a cloth I could use to try and cover him. If it was light or life force that had activated him, perhaps turning him off would be as simple as putting a barrier between him and the light.

But there was nothing usable nearby. “Hold on, Isis,” I called out encouragingly. “I’ll be right back!”

I galloped up the stairs, pleased to find a number of thick, heavy coats hanging from the rack on the landing. I grabbed the longest, thickest one and tore back down the stairs, dragging the coat behind me.

The jackal still had Isis cornered between the wall and the sarcophagus. Moving as quietly as I could, I snuck up behind him, then threw the coat over him, trying to cover his entire body without getting too close to his snapping jaws.

He froze.

Was he wondering what had happened to him? Or had I managed to reverse whatever magic had brought him to life?

I searched the shelving in front of me, looking for
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