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Daniel 9:24-27
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24Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

25Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.

26And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.

27And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

​
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Introduction
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The seventieth week is a term used in this book to refer to the last week that is mentioned in the passage from Daniel 9:24-27, which is reproduced on the previous page.  The passage shows that the seventieth week is the final week that God has determined upon Daniel’s people (the children of Israel) and holy city (Jerusalem).  The total seventy weeks is the length of time given for God’s determined purpose to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy (Daniel 9:24).  

The seventy weeks include the cutting off of the Messiah​[1] (which took place when Jesus Christ was crucified) after the sixty-second week (Daniel 9:26).  The expression ‘cut off’ can be used in the Bible for being killed (its first use is in Genesis 9:11).  The Messiah is said to be cut off, but not for himself.  I believe this is a reference to Christ dying for the sins of all others (1 Corinthians 15:3), and not his own, as he was sinless.

In Daniel 9:25, it is said: Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks...

Although the seven weeks are mentioned before the sixty-two weeks in Daniel 9:25, they seem to me to reflect the seven-week period from the sixty third week, up to and including the sixty ninth week.  By combining the sixty-two weeks and the seven weeks in this way, the weeks before the seventieth week are accounted for.  I believe the seven weeks following the sixty-second week (up to and including the sixty-ninth week) reflect the church age.  In the time of the church (a term used to describe Christians), reconciliation with God is only possible by an individual personally receiving Jesus Christ’s atoning sacrifice for his or her sins to be forgiven.  Attention is not given to the church age in Daniel’s prophecy however, and the punctuation mark of a colon (:) is what separates the description of the Messiah being cut off (after week sixty-two) from the people of the prince that shall come in week seventy:

And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary... (Daniel 9:26)

I am interpreting the people of the prince that shall come to refer to Gentiles allied with the beast​[2].  In Revelation 11:2 and Luke 21:24, the holy city Jerusalem is prophesied to be trodden down by Gentiles.  This is said to be for forty-two months (Revelation 11:2), which is the same length of time that power is given to the beast to continue (Revelation 13:5).  Described as a little horn in Daniel 8:9-12, the future beast is shown to cast down the sanctuary (Daniel 8:11).

At the time of writing, the sixty-nine weeks have mostly passed, and the seventieth week lies ahead.  In this book, I wish to draw attention to details about the seventieth week that are indicated in prophetical passages from the Bible.  Through comparing scripture with scripture, and using the Bible to interpret itself, the order of events in the week will be considered, along with how they will manifest.  Focus will be placed on prophecies about God’s dealings with the children of Israel and the city of Jerusalem in the run-up to the Second Coming of Christ, when everlasting righteousness will be brought in. 

The future work of God is determined (Daniel 9:24, 26, 27) and in the book of Revelation, it is said that the time is at hand (Revelation 1:3; 22:10).  It is my prayer that the Lord will bring to us more understanding of the prophecies found in his word, for it is in prophecy that the secrets of God are revealed.

Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.  Amos 3:7
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​Chapter One

The length of the seventieth week
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Although the preceding sixty-nine weeks mentioned in Daniel’s prophecy (Daniel 9:24-27) collectively span thousands of years, the seventieth week seems to consist of far fewer years in number.  Daniel 9:27 refers to the midst of the week:

And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

The abomination of desolation (which takes place in the midst of the week) was referred to by Jesus Christ when pointing to a time ahead.

15When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) 

16Then let them which be in Judæa flee into the mountains: 

17Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house: 

18Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes. 

19And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! 

20But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: 

21For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.  Matthew 24:15-21   

The abomination of desolation can be understood to be the image of the beast set up in the future temple, which all that dwell on the earth are commanded to worship, or else they will be killed (Revelation 13:14,15).  

The statement in Matthew 24:21, that this will be a time of tribulation not previously known to the world, is similar to the prophecy in Daniel 12:1, which connects this time to Daniel’s people:

And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.

This time of trouble is identified as the time of Jacob’s trouble in Jeremiah 30:7, also connecting the time ahead with the people of Israel, as they are the descendants of Jacob, who was renamed Israel in Genesis 32:28.

Jesus’ instruction for those in Judæa to flee when they see the abomination of desolation also connects to a future time, when Jews are shown to flee to the wilderness.  In the book of Revelation, the length of time for these people to be in the wilderness is given:

And the woman​[3] fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.  Revelation 12:6

Put another way in Revelation 12:14, we are told:

And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.

The time measurement of time, times and an half can be interpreted to be 3.5 years (time being one year, times being two years, and half a time being half a year).  This is also found in Daniel 12:7:

...[I]t shall be for a time, times, and an half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall be finished.

A thousand two hundred and threescore (1260) days is 3.5 years (360 days​[4] in a year multiplied by 3.5).  As this is the time length given after the abomination of desolation, which is in the midst of the seventieth week, it would seem the first half of the week would also be the same length of time.  This is indicated in Revelation 11:3, when the ministry of the two witnesses is referred to:

And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.

When the two witnesses have ascended into heaven, and a great earthquake follows, it is announced:

The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe cometh quickly.  Revelation 11:14

The last time that the word ‘woe’ appears in the book of Revelation, is when Satan is cast out of heaven:

... Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.  Revelation 12:12

Taking the third woe to be when Satan is cast out of heaven, this is shown to come before the woman flies into the wilderness for a time, and times, and half a time (Revelation 12:14).  This indicates that there are 3.5 years either side of the abomination of desolation.  Added together, the week then appears to be seven years in length, with one day of the week representing one year.  A summary of this division is depicted on the next page.
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Elsewhere in the Bible, a system of days representing years can be found, particularly where judgment of God’s people is concerned.  This was the case in Numbers 14:34:

After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise.

The day/year system was also used when God commanded Ezekiel to portray his judgment on the houses of Israel and Judah:

4Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel upon it: according to the number of the days that thou shalt lie upon it thou shalt bear their iniquity. 

5For I have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, according to the number of the days, three hundred and ninety days: so shalt thou bear the iniquity of the house of Israel. 

6And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: I have appointed thee each day for a year.  Ezekiel 4:4-6

Famine is prophesied to take place during the tribulation (e.g. when the third seal is opened in Revelation 6:5-6) and the Lord has previously used a seven-year length of time for Biblical famines​[5].  The number of days that Job was ‘upon the ground’ also points to this length of time being used again in the future, as explained in the following quote from Dr Peter S. Ruckman:

Job is one of the greatest books in the Bible on the sufferings of Israel during the Great Tribulation.  There are 42 chapters in the book of Job, one chapter for each month of the Great Tribulation.  Job was on “the ground seven days and seven nights” (Job 2:13) to match the years of “Daniel’s Seventieth Week”.

...The word Job means “one persecuted,” as Israel will be in the Tribulation.  Job is in “Edom” (Lam. 4:21), where Israel will be in the Tribulation (Isa. 63:1).  The one who persecutes Job (Job 1:6-9) will persecute Israel (Rev. 12:13).  Job’s “captivity” is restored at the end of the book (Job 42:10), like Israel’s captivity will be restored at the end of the Tribulation.​[6]

The indication of seven years being determined as the length of









d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
R E
SEVENTIETH
WEEK

H. EADE






d2d_images/image001.png
SF2 LA WA PINEUL

seakGE /shep 0%

SEOASE /sfep oL

SBULBP|IMBL) 011 | EWOMBLL

sseuimomaLy p KLy

Uoriossa p
WiEUWoqYaYL

SOMPAYLRYL

TVEd SoM UP ARSI L






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





