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    To my family—whose love and belief remind me that even in the darkest chapters, there is always light.And to every reader who has ever felt a presence just beyond the edge of sight—this story walks with you.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "Every guardian begins as a shadow.Only when the chosen one steps forwarddoes the shadow remember its name." —Ancient Folklore Fragment
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Chapter One: The Pitch
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Louis Daniels adjusted the silver tie knot at his neck with practiced precision. The charcoal suit he wore clung to his frame like confidence, every detail from the polished shoes to the neatly shaved beard carefully curated. In the background, the voice of a motivational speaker blasted through his Bluetooth speaker:

"Greatness doesn't ask for permission—it demands attention.”

Louis mouthed the words as he stared into the mirror, nodding slowly.
“Demands attention,” he repeated, almost like a prayer.
His eyes narrowed as he transitioned into pitch mode, stepping into an imaginary boardroom in his reflection. “Ladies and gentlemen of the board, I thank you for this opportunity. Our numbers reflect resilience, but our strategy? That will reflect vision.”

He paused, shifting posture, reciting the rest of his presentation from memory like an actor nailing a final rehearsal. This wasn’t just another Monday. This was the day his name might finally be etched onto the company’s executive wall.

Outside, the sky held a gentle grey, but Louis felt fire.

The parking garage echoed with quick steps and faint laughter as Louis arrived at Vance Global Holdings. A few colleagues passed by—some offered a thumb-up, others whispered “You got this” as he passed.

“Go kill it, Daniels,” said Mark from IT.

Louis smiled. “Born ready.”

Inside the boardroom, large leather chairs surrounded a glass table. Executives with straight backs and straight faces nodded at him as he entered. He opened his laptop, loaded the slideshow, and clicked “Present.”

And then—he began.

For the first few minutes, it was perfect. The data. The strategy. The delivery. Heads nodded. Pens scribbled notes. This was Louis Daniels at his prime.

But then... it came.

A strange tightness behind his eyes. A dull ringing in his ears.

He blinked hard.

“...as you can see from the third quarter—” he paused, trying to shake the spinning feeling creeping into his skull.

“Daniels? You, okay?” one of the board members asked.

“I’m fine,” Louis said quickly, waving it off. He pressed on, clicking to the next slide—but the screen blurred, the room tilted.

Then came the collapse.

A violent, uncontrollable fit. His head hit the edge of the glass table with a thud, and he crashed to the floor.

Panic followed.

Calls were made. Jackets covered him. Sirens wailed in the distance. And soon, the boardroom’s power suit tension gave way to the clinical white of a hospital room.
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Chapter Two: The diagnosis
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The hallway lights buzzed faintly above as Rose and Byron Daniels strode quickly through the sterile corridors of Saint Brenton General Hospital, the weight of fear pulling their steps faster with every turn.

“Room 409,” the nurse had told them.
Rose clutched her purse tightly against her chest, her wedding ring glinting as her knuckles whitened. Byron’s jaw was tight, the aging lines around his mouth more pronounced than usual. His tie hung loosely around his neck—he had clearly driven like hell to get there.
A doctor stepped out of the double doors just as they reached the waiting area. He was a man in his late forties, his ID tag reading Dr. S. Prayan. A calm face, but practiced, tired.

“Mr. and Mrs. Daniels?” he asked.

They both nodded quickly.

“I’m Dr. Prayan, the neurologist overseeing your son’s care. Please, let’s sit.”

“No—just tell us. Is he alive?” Rose blurted, her voice trembling.

Dr. Prayan softened. “He’s stable. He's alive and resting now. The seizure has passed.”

Rose covered her mouth, gasping as tears welled in her eyes. Byron placed a hand on her back.

Dr. Prayan continued, choosing his next words carefully. “We ran a CT scan and an MRI to find the cause of the seizure. And... we found something.”

Byron leaned forward slightly. “What do you mean, something?”

“There’s a growth,” the doctor explained. “A small but aggressive mass on the temporal lobe of Louis’s brain. It’s
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