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Introduction

Frank Lloyd Wright

| Never has an architect combined

genius and infamy with such staggering aplomb as the

American Frank Lloyd Wright. The model for numerous

books, plays and films, including Ayn Rand’s study of

megalomania

The Fountainhead

(1943), Wright

designed more than 1,000 buildings during his prolific

ninety-two-year lifetime, scandalized polite society

continually with his outrageous private life and declared

himself not only the single-handed founder of modern

architecture but also the greatest architect – ever.

How you decide who is the world’s greatest architect is far from clear. How

can you compare Michelangelo against the very different talent of Gaudí?

What is to be gained by comparing Brunelleschi with Alvar Aalto? Certainly,

a number of Wright’s buildings rank among the world’s most famous; the

Guggenheim Museum in New York and the waterside summer house in

Pennsylvania known as Fallingwater are internationally acclaimed. And yet,

much of his architecture has huge technical faults. Many of his buildings have

leaked since the day they were completed and Fallingwater had to be shored

up or it would have, literally, fallen into the water. So was Wright the inventor of

modern architecture? Well, maybe. In his pioneering use of open-plan living

areas, his “honest” expression of materials, his interest in technology and

respect for nature, Wright anticipated almost all of the key themes that

dominated architecture in the twentieth century.

Born in Wisconsin in 1867, Frank Lincoln Wright – as he was christened

– was the eldest child and only son of William Wright, a local minister and

music teacher, and his wife Anna Lloyd Jones Wright. His strong-willed

mother was a passionate and ambitious woman who channelled the

frustrations of her unhappy marriage into pushing her young son. She had a

formative influence over Wright: not only did he take her name as a teenager

when his parents divorced, but Wright credited her with determining the very

direction of his life, claiming that his mother had told him of a premonition she

had while pregnant with him – her son was to become a great architect.
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Previous page.

Taliesin East, the Wisconsin estate of Frank Lloyd Wright.

Above.

The

architect with a model of his St Mark’s Tower – an eighteen-storey apartment building made

entirely of glass, steel and concrete. Based on a tetradic plan, the project was abandoned

in 1929 but resurfaced as the Price Tower in Bartlesville, Oklahoma, in 1956.
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Above.

The Taliesin 3 table lamp, here shown in the Bethesda home of the architect’s

grandson, Tom Wright,

shows the influence of the Froebel system.
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