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For all the coffee beans that give us so much joy!




“Mmmh, how delicious!”

“Wonderful!”

“I love it!”

Jimmie kept hearing sentences like these again and again.

As soon as people held a cup of coffee in their hands, they began to smile. Some even closed their eyes. And time after time Jimmie heard the joy in their voices.

“This aroma! Heavenly!”

“Beautiful!”

“A-ma-zing!”

Coffee really had to be something very special!

“No one has ever said something like that to me,” Jimmie thought.

He pondered.

“Louisa?” He said after a while to the coffee bean next to him.

“How do you actually become coffee?”

Louisa looked at him in surprise. “I think it just happens all by itself! You don’t have to do anything!”

“But how is THAT supposed to work???”

“I once heard a woman explaining how coffee is made.” Louisa replied.

Jimmie felt excitement take hold of him. “And??? What did she say? How does it work?”

“Well, as far as I understood, we coffee beans are put into something just as we are, and we come out again as ground coffee.”

Jimmie was startled. “But… doesn’t that hurt?”

“I don’t think so,” Louisa replied. “The woman had a very kind voice and explained it so gently.

I actually think it just happens on its own and we don’t have to do anything. We simply get transformed! Maybe it only feels unpleasant if you don’t want it and try to fight against it.”

“But…” Jimmie’s excitement had turned into uncertainty. “How can THAT happen without it hurting? I mean… being transformed?”

“I can’t tell you that either.” Louisa replied. “All I can say is that I’m looking forward to it!”

“Really?” Jimmie looked at Louisa with admiration.

“Maybe it’s dark in there where we’re transformed, and maybe it’s loud. And maybe we’ll be tossed around. But maybe that’s exciting!” Luisa laughed.

“You really have an adventurer’s heart, Louisa!” said Jimmie. “When the time comes, I’d like to go in there together with you!”

Louisa laughed again. “Maybe we’ll become the same ground coffee!”

She liked that thought.

“And what happens to the ground coffee then?”

“That’s what coffee is made from.” Louisa answered.

“And how?”

“With hot water.”

Jimmie thought he had misheard. “Hot… wa-ter?”

Louisa nodded.

“But—THAT must hurt!” Jimmie suddenly didn’t feel like doing any of it anymore.

“The ground coffee blends with the hot water.” Louisa explained. “And that’s how coffee is created! The thing people are so happy about!”

“But… then in the end I’ll be completely gone! Disappeared!”

Jimmie’s uncertainty had turned into horror.

“I don’t want to become coffee, Louisa!” he whispered.

“Oh, Jimmie!” said Louisa gently. “You won’t disappear! You’ll simply transform again! I find this sooo fascinating!”

“Aren’t you afraid at all, Luisa?”

“Not at all! I’m looking forward to the adventure!”

Jimmie looked at her in disbelief.

“I think it’s wonderful that I don’t spend my whole life just as a coffee bean, but that I can transform!” Louisa sparkled with enthusiasm. “Just imagine, Jimmie: the two of us together as ground coffee! I wonder what that will feel like!”

Was Jimmie imagining things, or had Louisa just winked at him?

“And then it becomes coffee!” Louisa said. “Something completely different again! How cool is THAT?!”

Jimmie didn’t know what to say. On the one hand he was curious about what it might feel like to be coffee. On the other hand he was terribly afraid of becoming coffee! How did Louisa manage not to be afraid?

They couldn’t even decide when it would happen!

“Louisa…” Jimmie began cautiously.

“Yes, Jimmie?”

“Is there anything we can do to affect when we become ground coffee?”

Jimmie found the question a bit frightening, and he suspected that Louisa’s answer wouldn’t make him feel much better.

“I don’t think so.” Louisa replied.

He had feared that.

“When the time comes, it starts.” Louisa said.

Jimmie sighed.

“Today probably won’t be the day, though.” Louisa added. “Look, they’re already turning off the lights and are about to close the door. The café is already empty. Well then—maybe tomorrow!”

“Tomorrow…” thought Jimmie. “Now that I know what will happen to me, I definitely won’t sleep a single minute tonight!”

And how much he had loved the nights: when it was dark and quiet in the caf
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