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Born in the UK, Julian Bound is a documentary photographer, film maker and author. Featured on the BBC news, National Geographic and in the international press, his work focuses on the social documentary of world culture, religion and traditions, spending time studying meditation with the Buddhist monks of Tibet and northern Thailand and with spiritual teachers of India’s Himalaya region. 

His photography work includes documenting the soldiers of the Burmese Karen National Liberation Army, the Arab Spring of 2011, Cairo, Egypt, and the Thailand political uprisings of 2009 and 2014 in Bangkok.

With portraiture of His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama, Julian has photographed the Tibetan refugee camps of Nepal and India. His other projects include the road working gypsies of India, the Dharavi slums of Mumbai, the rail track slums of Jakarta and the sulphur miners at work in the active volcanoes of eastern Java, Indonesia.

Present for the Nepal earthquakes of 2015, he documented the disaster whilst working as an emergency deployment photographer for various NGO and international embassies in conjunction with the United Nations.
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Photography Website: https://www.behance.net/Julian_Bound
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An anthology of poetry, a collection of nine years spent exploring Asia and South East Asia.

With all Asia sharing similar traits of lifestyles, amid cultures and traditions steeped in ceremony and celebration, 'Teardrops of Asia' examines the subtle differences and qualities held within each country.

The title of this collection holds a double significance, for in exploring the diversity of life throughout these lands two factors are present at all times.

The first is that of what is found on the streets, amid temples of gold and in the rush of daily life, and so emitting emotions of delight and bliss.

The second contains another understanding to what is viewed upon such landscapes, where often accompanying sights of wonder a sadness prevails, displayed in the hardship of others, and at times cruel twists of the human condition.

It is these ‘teardrops’ which are presented here within these pages. Observations held in the awareness that happiness and poverty are intrinsically linked, an acceptance that one cannot survive without the other.

A want of travel,

explorations of the east,

secured in kindness.
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JAPAN
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The old and new

settled in diversity.

Contrasts of beauty.
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Archways of bamboo,

only a breeze induced creak

now breaks the silence.

The Koi
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Gentle in reflection

barren branches lay soft,

the pond's greeting held in slight ripples.

Eyed from below,

towards what was once cherry blossom pink,

a koi meanders,

those fragmented wooden veins the attraction.

A time of autumnal results

unconsidered amid now darkened scale.

Momoko of Gion
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Beyond walled gardens,

the temples, the shrines,

solitary footsteps fall,

distinct in the click of wood on granite.

A dignified shuffle, the kimono’s penance,

wrapped tight across slender frame,

a litheness enhanced beneath voluminous set hair,

its blackness reinforced against white powdered features.

Not a smile.

Sensibilities hidden.

Emotions of ardour and fervour kept secured within,

unlocked only by those whose funds delight.
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HIROSHIMA
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Heart’s past of flame.

Avenues of burnt shadows

reborn from ashes.

Miyajima
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Heart’s past of flame.

Avenues of burnt shadows

reborn from ashes.

Stained, rich cedar wood,

throwing red against skies of blue.

Smooth columns rise from tranquil waters

lapping at the banks of a deer filled island,

the Torii gate’s base hidden in depths of green.

Foundations laid to emit other’s desires,

A memorial of devotion for future generations,

established in times past.

Memoirs of Aioi
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Buckled, decayed. Eternally changed.

Remnants of actions past.

A warm summer’s morning,

those below settling into a new working day,

those above eager to finish theirs.

A baker closes his doors,

his chores complete,

and so joins others on Hiroshima’s streets

in their gaze skywards to a distant hum.

Raised aloft beyond clouds of white,

twelve men shield their eyes,

the ground beneath them marked forever.
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TOKYO
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That rush of being.

Neon textured cityscapes

coupled with stillness.

Shibuya
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A wait.

Patient, a whispered hush falls on all,

bringing anticipation to cross, to continue onwards.

Countdowns begin on small boxes on each angled mount,

descending thin strips of red denoting when time has come.

Enticing white stripes invite the ready,

a slight step forward from some bringing frowns on others.

The march begins.

One thousand people,

all with somewhere to go,

crossing the urban landscape as one.

Each aware of their path, their own direction.

So too with shoals of fish,

not a soul touches.

A Meiji Wedding
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One hundred thousand trees,

strong, securing gravel pathways.

Sunbeams flicker across darkened recesses carving a way,

at last bringing the group to Torii gated shrine.

Greeted with procession the priest bows,

admissions gained though his lead onto sacred grounds.

Joy and trepidation fill the courtyard,

the focus of the day sharing hidden glances.

He in black kimono,

a silver embroidered collar highlights a smile.

A slight blush of bride enchants,

a lowering of chin, eyes raised upwards

beneath white silk hood, coy in stature.

And so a life together is born.
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