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Introduction
 
 For me, the O’Kelly variation, 1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 a6, is one of the last great, relatively unexplored variations of the Sicilian.
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    Most 1 e4 specialists have ready-made solutions to the Najdorf, Dragon, Sveshnikov and other main lines, but against the O’Kelly I get the impression that players of all levels are not so well prepared. The general view is that White is just a bit better after any of 3 Nc3, 3 c3 and 3 c4, and the chess world seems to have been content to leave it at that.


    I have found that matters are not so simple. If White is caught unprepared then he has his work cut out and even if he is fully prepared, Black has good solutions in all lines.


    Top grandmasters such as Artemiev have been using the O’Kelly with great success during the pandemic era, cashing in on a direct lack of knowledge. Let me illustrate.

    

    Game 1

    H.Grieve-V.Artemiev
 Titled Tuesday Blitz 2020

    

    1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 a6 3 c4


    This has always been thought as one of the main challenges to the O’Kelly. White tries to strangle counterplay right from the outset. In fact, Black has good choices against this continuation.


    3 ... Nc6 4 d4


    We will find that 4 Nc3 e5! leaves Black with the ready-made plan of ... g6, ... Bg7, ... Nge7, ... 0-0 and then possibly ... f5.


    4 ... cxd4 5 Nxd4 e5!
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    A strong, active move, after which positions are reached similar to the Kalashnikov variation. This will be my main line suggestion in the 3 c4 chapter, where I have a back-up line for you as well.


    6 Nf5


    This is thought to be the only challenging move.


    6 ... d6


    6 ... d5?! is a bit too aggressive and White obtains the upper hand after 7 cxd5 Bxf5 8 exf5 Nd4 9 Nc3 Bb4 10 Bd3 Qxd5 11 0-0.


    7 Nc3 g6 8 Ne3 Bh6!
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    This is an idea which has been around for a while without a great deal of attention being focused on it. Recently, it has come into fashion. Black simply exchanges off his ‘bad’ dark-squared bishop.


    9 Be2 Nge7 10 0-0 0-0 11 Qd3 Nd4 12 Ncd5


    Grieve sticks to basic development, which does not get him anywhere. Meanwhile, Artemiev can set up a position which could have come directly from the Kalashnikov (1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 Nc6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 e5 5 Nb5 d6 6 c4, etc), and gains a good position.


    12 ... Nxd5 13 exd5


    13 Nxd5 Bxc1 14 Raxc1 Be6 15 Qd2 Rc8 also leaves Black with a very comfortable game.


    13 ... Bg7


    He could also have considered 13 ... f5!, with which I see nothing at all wrong.


    14 Qd2 b5 15 b3 f5
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    Black has taken the initiative on both sides of the board.


    16 Nc2 Nxe2+ 17 Qxe2 bxc4 18 bxc4 f4!


    The position is turning out badly for White.


    19 Nb4


    If White tries to block the coming attack, he will find that Black’s activity cannot be quelled: 19 f3 Bf5! 20 Rb1 (or 20 Rf2 Rb8 21 Ba3 e4, which simply had to come, and if 22 Re1 e3) 20 ... Qa5 and White is losing.


    19 ... f3! 20 gxf3 Bh3 21 Re1 e4!
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    This style of attack is usually the province of the Sveshnikov player.


    22 Rb1 Bc3 23 Bd2 Qh4


    Carnage, and now 24 Qxe4 Qxe4 25 Rxe4 Bxd2 would win cleanly.


    24 fxe4 Bxd2 25 Qxd2 Qg4+ 0-1


    A crushing win for Black. Here we saw the O’Kelly in a Sveshnikov disguise, and we are going to see other transpositional devices as we go through the book. White can sometimes be tricked into an opening he might not be ready for.

    

    The pandemic era has been full of rapid, blitz and even bullet chess, played almost exclusively online. In this climate, the surprise opening weapon is king. Top players have been starting to use the O’Kelly to throw the opponent off balance, with Artemiev at the cutting edge.


    We are just coming out of the bubble as I write. It will be fascinating to see whether this growth in popularity continues or whether the O’Kelly will only be a very rare guest in classical chess events and resumes an offbeat role.


    


    
      Welcome to the book. I hope it will be an interesting journey.

      

      Andrew Martin,

      Bramley, January 2022

      


      

    

  


  
    

    
      
        

      
Chapter One
 A Timeline of the O’Kelly Sicilian
 
 Alberic O’Kelly
 Before we chart the evolution of the O’Kelly Sicilian, let us learn a little bit about the hero of this book. Alberic Joseph Rodolphe Marie Robert Ghislain O’Kelly de Galway was born on 17th May 1911, in Anderlecht, Belgium, and died on 3rd October 1980, in Brussels.
    


    As a youth, he took lessons from the legendary Akiba Rubinstein. He earned the title of International Master (IM) in 1950, the first year the title was awarded, then became a Grandmaster in 1956 and an International Correspondence Chess Grandmaster in 1962. He was famous predominantly for his skill in correspondence chess, becoming the third ICCF World Champion in 1962. He was also a skilled chess writer.


    Naturally, O’Kelly was a formidable player over the board too, winning the Belgian Championship no less than thirteen times between 1937 and 1959. In 1958, he was even awarded the Belgian decoration of the Golden Palm of the Order of the Crown, for his chess successes and the distinction he had brought to the nation.


    O’Kelly was made an International Arbiter in 1962 and was the chief arbiter of the world championship matches between Tigran Petrosian and Boris Spassky in 1966 and 1969. In 1974, he was the arbiter for the Karpov-Korchnoi Candidates final in Moscow.


    He spoke French, Dutch, German, English, Spanish and Russian fluently, and also some Italian. He published many books and articles, often in languages other than French. You may own and have read some of O’Kelly’s famous books: Tigran Petrosian: World Champion, The Sicilian Flank Game, Assess Your Chess Fast: From Expert to Master and Improve Your Chess Fast, the last three all being published by Batsford.


    O’Kelly was descended from John O’Kelly, an Irish-born British army officer who came to Belgium and was granted a title in 1720 for his expertise in mining. Consequently, Alberic was often addressed as ‘Count O’Kelly de Galway’, for example, on the front cover of his 1965 book about Petrosian.


    We can clearly see that O’Kelly was a chess personality who deserves to be remembered, and not just for the O’Kelly variation in the Sicilian Defence, although it is this opening system that we are going to examine with modern eyes.

    

    The Evolution of the O’Kelly Sicilian

    In this opening chapter I will trace a little of the history of the O’Kelly Sicilian. We will see how the variation has evolved over time, beginning in 1858 and ending in 2021 with some modern examples. I think if you are going to learn a line, it’s very important to see how the general understanding of the variation has developed.


    The first recorded game that I can find with the O’Kelly, as we now know it, comes from as early as 1858. The opening moves are simply horrible, but the game warms up and it is of historical significance.

    

    Game 2

    J.Cochrane-Somacarana
 Calcutta 1858

    

    1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 a6 3 Bc4 Nc6 4 Bd5?!


    Undoubtedly, a new move.


    4 ... g6


    Black could be equally unusual and play 4 ... Na5, when if White wants to preserve his bishop, he has to play 5 a3.


    5 Bxc6 bxc6 6 0-0 Bg7 7 h3 d6 8 d3 e5
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    Suddenly, the game looks almost modern.


    9 c4 Ne7 10 Nc3 0-0 11 Nh2 f5 12 f4 d5


    12 ... exf4 13 Bxf4 h6, intending ... g5, is rather nice for Black.


    13 cxd5 cxd5 14 exd5 Nxd5 15 fxe5 Bxe5 16 Nf3 Bg7 17 Qb3 Bxc3!? 18 bxc3 Be6 19 Qc2?!


    19 Ng5 came to my mind immediately, but I guess Black can meet it with 19 ... Bf7. Instead, 19 Re1 must also be a strong candidate move and I think this is best of all, with Black having to play carefully to maintain a balance, with 19 ... Re8 20 Ng5 Qd7.


    19 ... f4 20 Re1 Bf5
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    21 Qf2?


    21 Qb3 Bxd3 22 c4 Ne3 23 Bxe3 fxe3 24 Rxe3 was far superior, with a roughly equal game.


    21 ... Rc8


    I don’t understand why he does not play 21 ... Bxd3.


    22 Qe2 Re8


    Or 22 ... Nxc3.


    23 Qxe8+ Qxe8 24 Rxe8+ Rxe8 25 c4 Ne3 26 Bxe3 Rxe3 27 d4 Bxh3 28 dxc5 Bg4 29 c6 Bxf3 0-1


    White has had enough. After 30 gxf3, either 30 ... Rc3 or 30 ... Re6 mops up, whereas 30 c7 is simply met by 30 ... Bb7 31 Rb1 Bc8 32 Rb8 Re8.

    

    News about chess openings travelled slowly at that time and it would be a long, long wait before the next O’Kelly game of significance, when 1 ... c5 and 2 ... a6 was played by Frank Marshall in 1905. It may be that this unusual idea had been tried many times before in the 19th Century, but we do not have any games of importance.


    Marshall’s interpretation of this line was very different to the one we know today.

    

    Game 3

    G.Koehler-F.Marshall
 Manhattan Chess Club Championship, New York 1905

    

    1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 a6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 g6!?


    There cannot be anything too wrong with this move, although I would be very tempted to play 5 c4! now. The white player seems quite weak.


    5 Be2 Bg7 6 c3 Nc6 7 Na3 Nf6 8 Qc2 0-0 9 h4 d5!
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    A freeing move, typical of the Accelerated Dragon or whatever opening this has become. Black is already a bit better.


    10 Nxc6


    10 exd5 Nxd4 11 cxd4 Bf5! 12 Qb3 Qxd5 is no improvement at all for White, with Black holding the upper hand.


    10 ... bxc6 11 exd5 cxd5 12 Bf4 Ne4 13 h5 Qa5 14 f3 Nc5


    Interestingly, Marshall misses the combinative 14 ... Nxc3!. Either that or he considered he could beat his opponent as he pleased.


    15 g4 e5 16 Bd2 e4 17 0-0-0 Rb8 18 Bf4??
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    A losing move, but the position is horrible whatever White plays.


    18 ... Rxb2!


    Marshall does not miss a second chance to shine.


    19 Kxb2


    19 Qxb2 Bxc3 overloads the queen.


    19 ... Bxc3+ 20 Kb1 Qb4+ 21 Kc1 Qxa3+ 22 Kb1 Qb4+ 23 Kc1 exf3 24 hxg6 Qxf4+ 25 Kb1 Bf5


    It’s carnage.


    26 gxh7+ Kh8 27 Bd3 Qb4+ 0-1


    Had this game been of higher quality, we could have been calling 2 ... a6 the Marshall variation in the present day.

    

    Marshall would continue his opening experiment later that year. The scene switches across the pond to the Scheveningen tournament of 1905, where the American enjoyed further success with 2 ... a6.

    

    Game 4

    A.Reggio-F.Marshall
 Scheveningen 1905

    

    1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 a6 3 Nc3


    A good move, offering White the chance to transpose back into an Open Sicilian at any moment or to keep things closed, say, with g2-g3. 3 Nc3 is a dangerous threat to the O’Kelly in the present day.


    3 ... b5!?


    Black can clearly play 3 ... e6, but there seems no reason why he should not expand on the queenside.


    4 d4 cxd4 5 Nxd4 Bb7 6 Bd3 g6!
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    Very modern indeed.


    7 0-0


    Later in the event 7 Be3 Bg7 8 Qd2 Nf6 9 f3 d5! was played by Marshall and led to an excellent, fighting game: 10 e5 Nfd7 11 f4 (11 e6! looks sharper, when Black must try 11 ... Nc5 12 exf7+ Kxf7 with unclear consequences; since Black is about to remove White’s light-squared bishop, the king doesn’t feel too uncomfortable on f7) 11 ... Nc6 12 Be2 Nxd4 13 Bxd4 0-0 14 Bf3 e6 15 Qe3 Rc8 16 0-0-0 Qa5 17 Kb1 b4 18 Ne2 Rc4 19 Nc1 Rfc8 20 Rd2 Qc7.
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    Frank has marshalled his forces well and Black stands slightly better, as White will now have to spend time defending for now: 21 Qf2 a5! 22 h4 a4 23 Bd1 Bf8 24 Nd3 Nb8?! (24 ... Nc5! would have been positionally strong, maintaining Black’s attack and threatening to exchange off key defenders) 25 h5 a3 26 b3 (26 hxg6 fxg6 27 b3 Rc6 28 f5! exf5 29 g4 puts Black under serious pressure; today we would not concern ourselves with sacrificing a pawn in this way, but back then, they did not have the experience to go on) 26 ... Rc6 27 hxg6 fxg6 28 g4 Qf7 29 f5 (nevertheless, White still has a powerful attack) 29 ... exf5 30 gxf5 Qxf5.
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    Here White misses a chance: he should play 31 Qxf5 gxf5 32 e6! Rxe6 33 Nf4 and the black king is suddenly not long for this world. Instead, after the topsy-turvy episode 31 Qh4 g5 32 Qg3? (chance number two slips by: 32 Rg2 h6 33 e6! Qxe6 – or 33 ... Rxe6 34 Bg4 – 34 Rxg5+! is a demolition job, and if 34 ... hxg5 35 Qh7 mate or 34 ... Kh7 35 Qf2 Nd7 36 Bg4) 32 ... h6 33 Bg4 Qe4 34 Bxc8?? (it looks like White did not believe he could beat the great Frank Marshall; instead, 34 Nf2! was chance number three) 34 ... Qxh1+ 35 Nc1 Bxc8 White finds himself a piece down. Frank converts easily enough: 36 Qd3 Ba6 37 Qg3 Qh4 38 Qf3 Qe4 39 Qh5 Qg6 40 Qf3 Qe6 41 Rf2 Bg7 42 Nd3 Bxd3 43 Qxd3 Rc8 44 Qb5 Nc6 0-1, Loman-Marshall, Scheveningen 1905. If you were asked to date this game, not many would say 1905.


    Returning to Reggio’s 7 0-0:


    7 ... Bg7 8 Be3 Nc6!
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    The immediate pressure on d4 means that Black has already equalised.


    9 Nce2?! Nf6


    9 ... d5 was another good way.


    10 f3 0-0 11 c3 Ne5 12 Ng3 d5


    This type of play would be equally effective in 2022 and there are many white players who would allow Black such freedom, having been caught out by the unusual opening move order.


    13 Bc2 Nc4 14 Bc1 e5


    Excellent, dynamic play and, of course, Marshall thrived on the initiative.


    15 Nde2 Qb6+ 16 Kh1 dxe4 17 Nxe4 Nd5


    Black zeroes in on the e3-square.


    18 Rg1 f5 19 N4g3 Nde3 20 Bxe3 Nxe3 21 Bb3+ Kh8 22 Qe1 e4!


    [image: ]


    White is simply getting crushed.


    23 Qf2


    Attempts to block and parry fail: 23 f4 Ng4! 24 h3 Nf2+ 25 Kh2 Nd3 26 Qd2 Rad8 27 Rad1 Nf2 and wins.


    23 ... exf3 24 gxf3 Rae8 25 Nf4 Qc6


    Frank makes it look easy.


    26 Ne4?


    White collapses under the pressure. but there was no really satisfactory move.


    26 ... Rxe4! 27 Rxg6 Ng4! 28 Rxg4


    28 Qg2 would be answered by 28 ... hxg6 29 fxg4 Rxf4.


    28 ... fxg4 29 Bd5


    [image: ]


    29 ... Qh6


    A pity. Marshall would and should have enjoyed 29 ... Qxd5! 30 Nxd5 Bxd5 31 Qd2 Re5 32 Kg1 gxf3 with a lethal attack.


    30 Bxe4 Bxe4 0-1

    
 Game 5

    R.Reti-S.Tartakower
 9th matchgame, Vienna 1919

    

    1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 a6!?


    Let us transport ourselves back to an era long before the machines and try to put ourselves into Reti’s mind. What would he be thinking about after 2 ... a6?


    I will try and piece it together:


    1) It’s Tartakower, who can play anything. I’ve never seen 2 ... a6 before.


    2) At first sight the move looks distinctly average. Black does not develop a piece, he weakens the b6-square and if I don’t put my knight on c3, the threat of ... b7-b5 lacks punch. What is his idea?


    3) I can certainly play 3 d4. He will take, I recapture and then I think I see the plan: he is going to play 4 ... e5!. If I then go 5 Nf5, he can play 5 ... d5! or if 5 Nb3 when Black plays 5 ... Nf6 6 Nc3 Bb4!, with ... d7-d5 to come. That is ingenious. I will avoid this line.


    4) I’m going to play solidly and try to make his last move redundant. I can look at the complicated ideas at home.


    3 g3


    A sensible move in a Closed Sicilian position where Nf3 may well turn out to be more useful than ... a6.


    3 ... g6 4 Bg2 Bg7 5 0-0 Nc6 6 c3 d6 7 d3


    Safety first. Reti could certainly have tried 7 d4.


    7 ... Nf6 8 Na3 0-0 9 h3 h6!? 10 Nc2 e5


    [image: ]


    White’s play hasn’t been setting the house on fire and Black has equalised comfortably. The move ... a7-a6 may or may not prove useful in the upcoming play.


    11 Ne3 Be6


    We see now that 9 ... h6 was designed to prepare this by preventing Ng5.


    12 d4?!


    Mistimed action. Something slow like 12 Nd2 b5 13 a4 maintained an equal game.


    12 ... cxd4 13 cxd4 exd4 14 Nxd4 Nxd4 15 Qxd4 Qd7!


    Black is well-placed to handle tactical action with the white queen so exposed. Reti tries to conjure something up, but he is fighting the tide.


    16 Rd1?!


    Alternatively, 16 Kh2?? Ng4+ is catastrophic and 16 h4 Rac8 17 Rd1 Rfd8 leaves Black better developed.


    16 ... Bxh3 17 e5


    The point.


    17 ... Ne8


    [image: ]


    Black has a counterpoint.


    18 Qh4 Bxg2 19 Kxg2 Qc6+ 20 f3 dxe5 21 Nd5 Kh7 22 Be3


    Unfortunately for White, he cannot resolve his problems via a combination: 22 Bxh6? Bxh6 23 Rh1 g5 24 Qxg5 Qc2+! 25 Kg1 Qg6 wins.


    22 ... Nf6 23 Nxf6+ Qxf6 24 Qxf6 Bxf6 25 Rd7 Kg7 26 Bb6


    26 Rxb7 seems obvious, but Black is just a solid pawn up after 26 ... Rfb8 27 Rxb8 Rxb8 28 b3 Rc8.


    26 ... Rac8 27 Bc7


    Or if 27 Rxb7 Rb8!


    27 ... Rfe8


    [image: ]


    We can say that Black is winning. It remains to find a chanceless route to victory.


    28 Re1 Re6 29 b3 Rce8 30 Re4 b5


    30 ... R8e7! seems correct.


    31 a4 g5 32 g4?


    32 axb5 axb5 33 Rd5 would have set more problems.


    32 ... Kg6 33 axb5 axb5 34 Rd5 Bg7 35 Rxb5 f5 36 gxf5+ Kxf5 37 b4 Rc6 38 Bb8 Rc2+ 39 Kg3 h5 40 Ba7 Rd8 41 Re1 Rdd2 0-1


    Another early game of such variable quality that it is no surprise we do not know 2 ... a6 as the Tartakower Sicilian.

    

    A more modern interpretation would be needed to attract the full attention of the chess world. Indeed, there are very few recorded games with the O’Kelly Sicilian until after the Second World War, when O’Kelly started playing 2 ... a6 on a regular basis, attracting attention to the line.

    

    Game 6

    P.Michel-A.O’Kelly de Galway
 Buenos Aires 1948

    

    1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 a6 3 c4


    Although theory books regard this as a stiff test of 2 ... a6, there are plenty of answers available. O’Kelly decides to go into a Kan Sicilian.


    3 ... e6 4 Nc3 Qc7 5 d4


    White opens the game and sets up a Maroczy Bind.


    5 ... cxd4 6 Nxd4 b6


    Any of 6 ... Nf6, 6 ... Bb4 and 6 ... Nc6 are also very playable.


    7 Bd3 Nc6!


    Seeing the unprotected knight on d4, Black makes a slight modification to his development plan.


    8 Nxc6 dxc6 9 0-0


    [image: ]


    Unless White can crash through with f4-f5, his set up is harmless.


    9 ... e5 10 Be3


    10 f4 can now be met by 10 ... Bc5+ 11 Kh1 Nf6 when Black is comfortable and might even have chances to gain the initiative.


    10 ... Nf6 11 Na4 Rb8 12 h3 Nd7 13 Rc1 Be7 14 Qe2 0-0 15 Rc2 Nc5!?


    Interesting. Black invites White to double his pawns, but after that he will have the better bishop and the opportunity to attack the rigid white structure.


    16 Nxc5 Bxc5 17 Rd2


    White is content to keep it solid.


    17 ... Bxe3 18 Qxe3 c5


    [image: ]


    Black is a bit better. The minor piece exchanges have reduced the effect of the central bind to nothing and Black simply has more potential to improve his position. Is it enough to win? Probably not if White is content to wait.


    19 Bc2 Be6 20 b3 Rfd8 21 Rxd8+ Rxd8 22 Rd1 Rd4


    This was always going to be the problem for White. To his credit, Michel defends stoutly.


    23 Rxd4 cxd4 24 Qd2 Qd6 25 Bd3 a5 26 Qb2 Qb4 27 Kf1 a4 28 Ke2 axb3 29 Qxb3 Qc5 30 a3


    [image: ]


    30 ... Kf8


    30 ... g6! seems like the best way to try to win, with eventual thoughts of ... f7-f5.


    31 Qb4 Ke7 32 Kd2 Kd6 33 Kc2 Kc6 34 Qa4+ Kb7 35 Qb4 Kc6 36 Qa4+ Kb7 37 Qb4 Kc7 38 Qa4 Kb7 ½-½


    Black was never in trouble.

    

    Unsurprisingly it is around this time that we start to see the variation growing, new ideas forming and 2 ... a6 assuming a playable status. It was fast becoming clear that 2 ... a6 was more than just an interesting experiment. A new Sicilian system was developing and White had to find an effective antidote.

    

    Game 7

    G.Fletzer-N.Rossolimo
 Venice 1949

    

    1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 a6 3 Nc3


    After this move, ... b7-b5 becomes more attractive.


    3 ... e6 4 g3


    White does not want to face 4 d4 cxd4 5 Nxd4 b5!? and slows the game down.


    4 ... b5 5 Bg2 Bb7 6 d3 d6 7 0-0 Nd7 8 Ng5 Ngf6 9 f4 Qc7 10 Qe2 h6 11 Nf3 b4 12 Nd1 Nb6 13 Nf2 Nfd7 14 Bd2 a5


    [image: ]


    Black has been playing flexibly, developing counterplay and keeping the option of castling queenside available. He has a typically good Sicilian position.


    15 Rae1 Be7 16 e5 d5


    16 ... 0-0! was very reasonable and should have been preferred ...


    17 f5!


    Fletzer makes an attempt to attack the black position.


    17 ... Nf8!


    17 ... exf5 18 e6 is White’s point.


    18 f6 gxf6 19 exf6 Bd6 20 Ng4 h5


    [image: ]


    21 Nge5


    Modern-day engines are showing me that 21 Nh6! is correct, with Ne5 or Ng5 in mind, but to strand your knight, however temporarily, does not come naturally to hand.


    21 ... 0-0-0 22 Bf4 Bc6 23 Ng5 Be8 24 c4


    After 24 h4! White would have been able to target the pawn on h5.


    24 ... h4! 25 Qg4 Kb8 26 gxh4 Rg8 27 Qf3 Ng6 28 Nxg6 Rxg6 29 Bxd6 Rxd6 30 Nxe6 fxe6 31 f7 Bxf7 32 Qxf7 Qxf7 33 Rxf7 dxc4 34 dxc4 Rd2! 35 Rf2 Nxc4


    35 ... Rxf2 36 Kxf2 Nxc4 37 b3 Rf6+ 38 Ke2 Ne5 was a more precise move order


    36 Rxd2 Nxd2 37 Kf2 Nc4 38 b3 Nd6 39 Re5 Rf6+


    [image: ]


    40 Bf3?


    40 Ke2! is a much better defence.


    40 ... Nf5 41 h5


    Likewise, 41 Re4 Nd4 42 Re3 c4 43 bxc4 Rxf3+ 44 Rxf3 Nxf3 45 Kxf3 a4 (Ftacnik) wins for Black.


    41 ... Nd4 42 Rxc5 Rxf3+ 43 Kg2 Rf5 44 Rxf5 Nxf5 45 Kf3 Kc7 46 Kf4 Kd6 47 Kg5 Ke7 48 Kg6 Nh4+ 49 Kg5 Nf5 50 Kg6 Kf8 51 Kf6 Nd4 0-1


    If now 52 Ke5 then 52 ... Nxb3 53 axb3 a4 is winning.

    
 One of the biggest attractions of the O’Kelly variation is that it provides a reliable and aggressive antidote to 3 d4. This is as true today as it was back in 1949, when O’Kelly was blazing the trail.

    
 Game 8

    H.Van Steenis-A.O’Kelly de Galway
 Beverwijk 1949

    

    1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 a6 3 d4


    What could be more natural than to open the game, yet it is this precise continuation that 2 ... a6 is primed to meet.


    3 ... cxd4 4 Nxd4 Nf6


    4 ... e5! is also a good move, as we will see later in the book.


    5 Nc3 e5!


    [image: ]


    This is the point. The knight cannot come to b5 and must either lurch forward to f5 or retreat. Most don’t like the look of 6 Nf5 d5! and so decide it is time to fall back.


    6 Nb3


    6 Nf3 featured in a couple of early O’Kelly games, without achieving anything for White at all: 6 ... Bb4! 7 Bc4 (likewise, 7 Bd2 d6 8 Bd3 Nbd7 9 a3 Bxc3 10 Bxc3 Nc5 11 Bb4 Qc7 12 Nd2 Be6 is already slightly better for Black; he will castle and play his rooks to the centre, all other things being equal, Schmidt-O’Kelly de Galway, Beverwijk 1949) 7 ... Qc7 8 Qd3 b5 9 Bb3 d6 10 Bd2 Bxc3 11 Bxc3 Nbd7 12 Bb4 Nc5 13 Bxc5 dxc5 14 Bd5 c4 15 Qd2 Rb8 16 Qg5 0-0.


    [image: ]


    White has achieved nothing and stands a bit worse: 17 Qxe5 Qxe5?! (O’Kelly lets his opponent off the hook; much better was 17 ... Nxd5! with the possible continuation 18 Qxd5 Bb7 19 Qe5 Qa5+ 20 Qc3 Qxc3+ 21 bxc3 Bxe4 when Black has a vastly superior, if not winning endgame) 18 Nxe5 Nxd5 19 Nc6! (White is on the ball) 19 ... Nb4 20 Nxb4 Bb7 21 0-0-0 Bxe4 22 f3 Bb7 23 Rhe1. The position is now level, perhaps with Black minimally for choice. It was not enough to win and the two players shook hands after 69 hard-fought moves in J.Sefc-A.O’Kelly de Galway, Trencianske Teplice 1949.


    6 ... Bb4 7 Qd3 d5!


    [image: ]


    

    Black rarely has such an easy path to freedom in the Open Sicilian


    8 a3


    8 exd5 Nxd5 9 Bd2 is safe enough, but hardly ambitious: 9 ... Nxc3 (O’Kelly may not have liked the look of 9 ... Bxc3 10 Bxc3 Nc6 11 0-0-0 Be6 12 Qg3) 10 bxc3 (10 Qxd8+ Kxd8 11 a3 Nc6! 12 axb4 Nxb4 13 Bxc3 Nxc2+ 14 Kd2 Nxa1 15 Nxa1 f6 is a rather interesting and unclear line) 10 ... Bd6 11 Be2 Qc7 12 c4 Nd7 13 Bf3 Nc5 14 Nxc5 Bxc5 15 Bd5 0-0 16 0-0 Bd7 17 Qe4 Bc6 18 Bc3 Rae8 19 Rae1.


    [image: ]


    Here Black may keep an advantage after 19 ... Bxd5!, and if 20 cxd5 Bxf2+ 21 Rxf2 Qxc3 or 20 Qxd5 Bd6! 21 Re4 Re6 22 Rd1 b5 – it is easier to see good moves for Black than White in this variation. Instead, 19 ... Bd6 20 Bxc6 Qxc6 21 Qxc6 bxc6 22 Rb1 Rb8 23 Rb3 f6 24 Rd1 Bc5 25 Ba5 e4 26 Kf1 ½-½ was J.Platt-A.O’Kelly de Galway, Trencianske Teplice 1949. I think I would have played on here with the kingside majority.


    8 ... Bxc3+ 9 Qxc3 0-0 10 exd5


    10 Be2 Nc6 11 exd5 Nxd5 12 Qg3 Bf5 does not seem too frightening for Black.


    10 ... Nxd5 11 Qg3 Bf5 12 Bg5 Qc7 13 c4 Nf4


    [image: ]


    Black is better because it is quite difficult to find a safe haven for the white king.


    14 Qc3 Nc6 15 Rd1 Rfe8 16 g3


    16 Rd5 Be4 is no improvement for White.


    16 ... Nh3


    This is OK, but 16 ... Nd4! would have put White on the spot: 17 gxf4 (alternatively, if 17 f3 Bc2! 18 Rd2 Bxb3 19 gxf4 exf4+ 20 Kf2 Nxf3! or 17 Kd2 Nfe6) 17 ... Qc6! 18 fxe5 Qe4+! 19 Be3 (dodging 19 Kd2 Nf3+) 19 ... Nc2+ 20 Ke2 (or 20 Kd2 Rad8+ 21 Nd4 Nxd4 22 Bd3 Nb5!) 20 ... Bg4+ 21 Kd2 Bxd1. The complications are obscure though, so O’Kelly settles for a move which maintains the advantage with no risk.


    17 Bc1 Nd4 18 Bg2 Bc2!


    [image: ]


    White has not castled. That about sums it up.


    19 Bxh3 Bxb3 20 Rd2 Qc6 21 0-0


    Far too late.


    21 ... Nf3+ 22 Kh1 Nxd2+ 23 Bg2 Qxc4 24 Bxd2 Rad8 25 Re1 Qxc3 26 Bxc3 e4


    Technique takes over. The game cannot last much longer.


    27 g4 Rd1 28 h4 Rxe1+ 29 Bxe1 Bd1 30 Bh3 e3 31 g5 Ba4 32 Bg2 Rd8 33 Bf3 e2 0-1
 

    A bright future seemed to await this newly-born opening variation, which apparently took all the joy of playing an open position from White. Various attempts were made to make 3 d4 successful, but without much success.

    

    Game 9

    C.Poulsen-A.O’Kelly de Galway
 Dubrovnik Olympiad 1950

    

    1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 a6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 Nf6 5 Bd3!?


    The advantage of this move is that it develops a piece and protects the pawn under attack. The disadvantage is that the knight on d4 is unprotected, which O’Kelly gets to work on immediately.


    5 ... Nc6! 6 Nxc6 bxc6 7 0-0


    Nobody seems to have played 7 f4, which is certainly worth consideration.


    7 ... e5!


    Without a great deal of effort, Black is emerging from the opening with a promising position, and now if 8 Be3 there’s 8 ... d5!.


    8 c4 Bc5 9 Nc3 d6 10 Rb1 Rb8 11 Bg5 0-0 12 Kh1 h6 13 Bh4 g5!


    White relinquishes the initiative, which happens quite a lot in the O’Kelly, when there is a general absence of an active plan. Poulson has made good-looking moves, but that is about it. White’s position is playable, but he has to be careful.


    [image: ]


    14 Bg3 h5 15 h4


    He may not have liked the type of position reached after something like 15 f3 h4 16 Bf2 Nh5 17 Bxc5 dxc5 18 Ne2 Qf6 when Black has strong dark-square control. Nevertheless, this might not be too bad for White after, say, 19 Qe1 Rd8 20 Qc3. In contrast, as the game goes, the bishop on g3 is becoming a problem.


    15 ... Ng


    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
      Let us now proceed to examine the various ways that White can meet 2 ... a6.
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