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Hmm. Well, he doesn’t look like he’s ready to kill
me. That’s a nice change of pace.

“Nate, we have a new student. Will you show him
around the school, help him make friends...
basically, be his ‘buddy’ for the next few days?”
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“...and no parking lot, of course,” she continues.
“There weren’t any school buses in those days,
and cars had barely been INVENTED yet!”

" SOME PEOPLE
RODE HORSES
HooL !

Heads wup. Amanda

nearly knocks me into
next week with a flying
elbow. Coming soon:
Wonderflanks 5: The
Skull Fracture.

“I wish I’D lived back then!” Amanda gushes.

“That makes two of us,” I grumble.
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kids are reading. Even when they’re snooze-a-thons
like these:
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After homeroom, I scoot down to the office to
meet the new kid. It’s a little weird. I don’t know
his name, what he looks like, or anything about

him...

T
1

“You must be here for Breckenridge,” she says.

“Hi, Mrs Shipulski.”

UHHH...
BRECKENRIDGE ?
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“I'm not surprised you don’t recognise the name,”

she continues.

“I thought the oldest thing around here was Mr
Galvin,” Teddy whispers. FYI, Mr Galvin’s our
science teacher. His WRINKLES have wrinkles.

“I shouldn’t call it a book,” Hickey says, correct-
ing herself. “It’s actually a series of diary entries
about what P.S. 38 was like when it first opened.”
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Also by Lincoln Peirce
Big Nate: The Boy with the Biggest Head in the World
Big Nate Strikes Again
Big Nate: Boredom Buster
Big Nate on a Roll
Big Nate Goes for Broke
Big Nate: Fun Blaster
Big Nate: What Could Possibly Go Wrong?
Big Nate Flips Out
Big Nate: Here Goes Nothing!
Big Nate: Genius Mode
Big Nate: Doodlepalooza
Big Nate: In the Zone
Big Nate: My Popularity
Big Nate: Laugh-o-rama
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“Nice job at BBC, doofus,” she smirks.

“DUHH. - HEY,' EVERYRODY,
LOOK WHAT TI'M READING'
ANOTHER STUYPID

I feel my ears start to burn.
“If you were half as smart
as you SAY you are, Gina,
you’d know the difference
between a comic book and
a graphic novel.”

I spin around, and suddenly I'm looking directly at

a stomach the size of a large minivan. It’s Principal
Nichols. The question is: WHICH Principal Nichols?
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Lame is right. It’s Tuesday morning at BBC — that’s
the Breakfast Book Club — and I'm half listening
to Amanda ramble on about another stupid pony
story. Last week it was Wonderflanks: The Rescue.
Today it’s Wonderflanks 2: The Race.

fI'M READY FOR_ ' AND "WONDERFLANKS 4:
| WONDERFLANKS 3: 4. THE COMA."

Teddy gives a snort that sounds — and this isn’t
his fault, it’s just the way he laughs - EXACTLY
like a horse doing a major lip-flap. I'm pretty sure
that Hickey — er, Mrs Hickson, the librarian - is
going to throw a nutty,
but her eyelids are at
halfmast. Which is sort
of a surprise, because
Hickey is usually good at

pretending to be inter-

ested in whatever books





OPS/images/p019.jpg
I showed Teddy around after he moved here. We
were best friends in no time. But when it goes bad?
That’s when you end up with a list like this:
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I

I'm getting really sick of Amanda Kornblatt’s
obsession with horses.

__AND IN CHAPTER TEN, ONLY A
WEEK BEFORE THE BIG RACE,
WONDERFLANKS COMES LP LLAME!
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That’s Francis for you. FRANCIS FACT:

He really IS interested He can recite the names
of all the US presidents in
twenty seconds. Backwards.

in history. And celery.
And just about every-

HAYES GRANT JOHNSON
thing else. We all know
he’s one of the smart- LERHARNSS "~ALS
est kids in school. But
he doesn’t walk around

ADVERTISING it...

..LIkKE SOME
PEOPLE I KNOW'

7 .AND MRS GODFREY
SAID MY ESSAY WAS
THE BEST SHE'S

See what I mean? Introducing the amazing Gina
and her expanding ego. We get the point, Gina:

you’ve got a big brain. And a mouth to match.

She spots me and struts over.
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FOR ITS 100™ BIRTHDAY, PS. 38
WANTS SOME MUCH NEEDED REPRAIRS!
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“That was different,” I say. “Ben Franklin was an

inventor, a writer, a cartoonist... He was COOL!”

FWELL, MAYBE EDNA RIGHT. BECAUSE E
IBIRKDALE WILL BE _NOTHING SAYS [
5 cooL,TOO' "COOL" LIKE THE E

NAME EDNA! L

“I had a great-aunt named Edna,” Chad pipes in.
“She had one tooth and smelled like mothballs.”

“Thank you for proving my point, Chad.” Teddy

chuckles.

wELL, T THINK ITLL BE

FUN READING ABOUT P.S.38
IN THE GOOD OL DAYS!

1ITs HISTORICAL.'
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Ha! Good one, Dee Dee. Gina may be president of
the debate team, but Dee Dee always seems to get
the last word. Want to know her secret?

SHE - g ..AND THEN AT
NEVER SToPS : REHEARSAL, WE AL

TALKING!

:k ACOUSTICS WERE A

P> IT souN LIKE

“So who’s the new kid?” Dee Dee finally asks
after babbling for several minutes about...

ummmmm... Sorry, I wasn’t really listening.

“No idea,” I tell her.

T JUST HOPE
IT'S SOMEBODY
GOOD, Y'kNow?

“' et 3 That’s the thing about being
the “buddy” to a new kid.

2 !F//ﬂﬂ.
’& When it goes well, it goes
BN REALLY well - like when
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stack of detention slips.

AAHEM! % NOT THAT
IVE EVER SEEN A
DETENTION SLIP!

“I discovered this the
other day in the school

1

archives!” she tells us.

IT WAS WRITTEN BY A STUDENT
RIGHT HERE AT P.S. 38!

OK, not exactly a move-the-
needle moment on the Thrill
Meter. So some kid wrote a
book. Ask me if I care.

“Her name was Edna Birkdale,” Hickey says, and
then she just stands there smiling in that annoying,
I’'m-waiting-for-a-reaction way that teachers have.

WAIT, EDNA? THERES NEVER
WHO? NO EDNA HEARD
IN SCHOOL! OF HER!
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To Ray and Blanche
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Hickey glances at the clock. “Oops! We’re out of
time. Save those questions for our next meeting,

and perhaps Edna’s diary will have the answers!”

Francis is beaming as we file out of the library.
“That diary sounds FASCINATING!”

>

st
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“For your information, celery happens to be one
of nature’s most versatile vegetables,” he sniffs
defensively. “Besides, what’s wrong with wanting
to learn about somebody from the past?”

UH.. HELLO? You

DID A WHOLE PROJECT
ABOUT BEN FRANKLIN'
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Now it’s MY turn to smirk. “How about THAT,
Gina? He could have asked YOU to show the new
kid around, but he asked ME!”

“Congratulations,” she sneers.

HE GAVE YOU A JOB THAT A
TRAINED PTONMKEY CouLp DoO!

Unfortunately, I'm fresh out
of snappy monkey-related
comebacks, so all I can do is
stand there like an idiot while
Gina slithers off.

“Ignore her, Nate,” says a familiar friendly voice.

PRINCIPAL NICHOLS ONLY ASKS
NICE PEOPLE TO BE
BUDDIES WITH NEW KIDS!
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Finally, Amanda wraps it up (spoiler alert:
Wonderflanks wins the big race!!) and we're all
about to head for homeroom when...

HANG ON, GANG! I'VE
GOT SOMETHING TO
SHARE WITH YOU'!

Uh-oh. Duck and cover, everybody. Unless it’s food
or money, I'm not a huge fan of teachers sharing
stuff. Remember the time Coach John showed us

his kidney stone collection?

_AND THIS
ONE ALMOST

{LLED re!

Hickey pulls a small,
battered-looking book
from her desk drawer.

It’s about the size of a
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Principal Nichols swings open his office door and
waves me inside. “He’s not a WHAT, Nate! He’s

a WHO!”
MEET YOUR NEW
CLASSMATE'!
NATE WRIGHT, THIS IS

BRECKENRIDGE
PUFFINGTON III!

Wow, that’s... uh... quite a name. The kid gives
a timid little wave. Frankly, he looks ready to wet
his pants. Guess it’s up to me to get this party
started.

“Hi,” I say, reaching to shake his hand.
He’s got a grip like a limp noodle. I feel a faint glim-

mer of recognition. Something about Breckenridge

Puffington III seems familiar. Or does it?





