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The painting ‘Come to Me’ reproduced in the front cover of this ebook, was
done by the Christian Artist, Francelle Pace Agius. In her own
words, the interpretation of the painting ‘Come to Me’ is the following:

 


‘The painting ‘Come to Me’ was
inspired by and retrieved from the Emmaus episode, where Jesus
reassures and promises the scared disciples, He would never leave
them alone. For me it means and reveals the most divine embrace and
highest reassurance of all, that no one and nothing shall and can
harm us as long as we are one in Him’

To view the Christian paintings of
Francelle Pace Agius, kindly visit her Face Book page
at:
https://www.facebook.com/francella.art
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This book is dedicated
to my mother
who went to heaven on the 21st March 2019

Come To Me

God saw you were
getting
tired

And a cure was not to be

So he put his arms around you

And whispered ‘Come to
me’.

With tearful eyes we watched you

And saw you pass away

Although we loved you dearly

We could not make you stay.

A golden heart stopped beating

Hard working hands
at rest

God broke our heart to prove to us

He only takes the best.
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Introduction

 


‘Come to Me’. To whom? For what? Why?

To whom shall
we go in situations when we are down, depressed, experiencing a
lack of faith, in despair and in pain? Who can help us when we find
ourselves in these situations, when life is difficult, and we are
hurt by people around us? Who can help whenever one cries out of
fear of being abused or ill-treated? Who can help all those who are
caught in the dungeon of drugs, prostitution, corruption and other
unfortunate situations faced by today’s society? To whom shall we
go in moments like these?

Throughout the
different generations, ever since the fall of Adam and Eve, mankind
has always been in search of peace in one’s heart. The fall of
mankind to the kingdom of darkness, brought suffering to existence.
Mankind fell into the trap of darkness, and this darkness took
control, only until light overpowered such darkness.

This
‘light’, called all mankind
by their name, and in man’s heart called out: ‘Come to Me’. Jesus, the ‘light’, keeps searching for each person’s heart,
even if found in the pit of darkness. It infiltrates the hearts of
all mankind through His love, by calling each person by name,
saying ‘Come to Me’.

The aim
of this book is to encourage the reader to respond to this calling
of Jesus, to listen to His voice and to realise that even if man is
shrouded in the darkness of evil, His ‘light’ penetrates the human heart.
‘Come to Me’, are three simple words
that if accepted by any person, by responding to the Lord, by
accepting His invitation, in return will receive from Jesus His
peace, love, comfort and care. So, it is up to the reader to
respond to His calling… ‘Come to
Me’.

Thank you for
making time to read this book.

 


George Calleja
(Christian Author)
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Chapter One
– What is sin?

 


Adam and Eve,
and their sin

Adam and
Eve. The first two persons the well-known story in the Old
Testament Bible mentions by their name. The story of the apple and
the serpent. The story known not only to Christians, but also to
other people. A story that took the imaginations of man to all
limits, by writing about it in books, narrating it as a bed-time
story to children, or being portrayed in the various movies that
recounted this unusual story.

The
story that recounts the origin of sin. It is not the intention of
this book to go into the interpretation of the episode of Adam and
Eve. The importance of the story of Adam and Eve illustrates that
at one point, mankind becomes disobedient to the love of God and to
His Word, with the consequence of not loving the other person
anymore, not loving one’s neighbour any longer. This disobedience
to God consequently translated itself into sin, that is, into not
being faithful to God, but falling instead for one’s
greed.

Through
the sin of Adam and Eve, mankind lost their innocence and holiness.
As a result, man became separated from God, consequently
experiencing dissatisfaction in his life and guilt for his actions.
On a wider scale, sin brought about devastating effects and events
such as genocide, wars, exploitation and abuse, cruelty and other
unholy situations and events, causing suffering to unborn babies,
to children, to adults, to families and society at
large.

Adam and
Eve brought sin into being. Through their sin, all sorts of
suffering entered into the life of mankind. Many generations have
lived since Adam and Eve, and sin has ever since been always
present, always striving to separate man from God. Who has ever not
sinned in life or neither was present when some sort of sin took
place? All generations, past and present, experience some kind of
sin in life and witness sin in the making, as well as the
destruction that sin brings with it, the destruction of peace and
the being of havoc.

 


The definition
of sin

Many people all over the world play around with the
word sin. It is
not the first time that I have heard people deny the existence of
sin. Other people might say, ‘come on
forget about sin, enjoy life and do whatever you
want’. Are these people correct about the
non-existence of sin? I wonder why these people have such ideas
that sin does not exist.

For me
sin does exist, and so does God. It is not only because of my
Christian faith that I have been brought up in, that I believe in
sin, but it is mostly through my own experience of life… of my
personal experience of God. Life has taught me that when I am not
at peace with myself, with my neighbour and with God, it is because
some kind of sin has taken over my being and disturbs my spiritual
realm, my relationship with the loving Father. In other words,
whenever I am not in peace, is because some kind of sin takes
control of my life.

I know
many other people who share similar experiences of mine. These are
people who had encouraged other persons to fall in different
addictions, people who had bullied their employees, and such other
examples. However, these people, at a particular point in their
life, through the grace of God, realised that they were living in
sin, understood that sin does in fact exist, and decided through
great conviction to follow Jesus and say no to the sinful life they
had been living in.

So, what
is the definition of sin? The Catechism of the Catholic Church,
paragraphs 1849 to 1851, clearly explains what sin is, as indicated
in the following text:

Sin is an offense against
reason, truth, and right conscience; it is failure in genuine love
for God and neighbor caused by a perverse attachment to certain
goods. It wounds the nature of man and injures human solidarity. It
has been defined as "an utterance, a deed, or a desire contrary to
the eternal law."

Sin is an offense against God:
"Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done that which is evil
in your sight." Sin sets itself against God's love for us and turns our
hearts away from it. Like the first sin, it is disobedience, a
revolt against God through the will to become "like gods," knowing
and determining good and evil. Sin is thus "love of oneself even to
contempt of God." In this proud self-exaltation, sin is
diametrically opposed to the obedience of Jesus, which achieves our
salvation.

It is precisely in the Passion,
when the mercy of Christ is about to vanquish it, that sin most clearly
manifests its violence and its many forms: unbelief, murderous
hatred, shunning and mockery by the leaders and the people,
Pilate's cowardice and the cruelty of the soldiers, Judas' betrayal
- so bitter to Jesus, Peter's denial and the disciples' flight.
However, at the very hour of darkness, the hour of the prince of
this world, the sacrifice of Christ secretly
becomes the source from which the forgiveness of our sins will pour
forth inexhaustibly.

In view of what the Catechism of the
Catholic Church teaches, and through my experience of life, sin is
anything that makes an offense to God, or any kind of action that
offends a human being. The offense to a human being can be made
during the time a human being is still in the mother’s womb, during
the lifetime of a human being, and also after a human being
dies.

Sin is
anything that separates man from the love of God and of his
neighbour.
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