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Team History: Inception and Early Years
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●  The San Diego Padres joined Major League Baseball as an expansion team in 1969.

●  San Diego was the only new MLB team that did not win a game on its Opening Day in 1969.

●  The name "Padres" stems from the Spanish Franciscan friars who founded the city of San Diego in 1769.

●  In their inaugural season, the Padres finished last in the NL West with a record of 52-110.

●  One of the team's original colors was brown, a nod to the brown robes worn by the Franciscan friars.

●  The Padres are one of the few MLB teams to never have thrown a no-hitter during their first 50 years.

●  Nate Colbert was the star of the early Padres, setting a still-standing team record of 38 home runs in 1970.

●  Cito Gaston, who later became a successful manager, was one of the original Padres.

●  The Padres moved from San Diego Stadium to Jack Murphy Stadium in 1984.

●  During their early years, the Padres struggled on the field but had some bright spots like Randy Jones winning the Cy Young in 1976.

●  The 1978 season was notable as Gaylord Perry became the first Padre to win the Cy Young Award.

●  In 1984, the Padres clinched their first NL pennant but lost in the World Series to the Detroit Tigers.

●  Dave Winfield was a star for the Padres in the 1970s, later being inducted into the Hall of Fame as a Padre.

●  In their inaugural season, the Padres' manager was Preston Gomez.

●  Despite their struggles on the field, the Padres introduced innovations like "KGB Chicken" in the 1970s.

●  The early Padres uniforms featured unique brown and gold color combinations.

●  The 1972 team was notable for having no player hit more than 10 home runs.

●  The Padres drafted shortstop Ozzie Smith in 1977, who later became known as the "Wizard of Oz" for his defensive brilliance.

●  During the early years, the Padres often faced relocation rumors, with cities like Washington D.C. and Tampa as potential destinations.

●  In 1974, Ray Kroc, the founder of McDonald's, saved the Padres from relocation by purchasing the team.

●  Buzzie Bavasi played a crucial role in the early years of the franchise as its president and minority owner.

●  San Diego native Ted Williams played for the minor league Padres before the franchise joined the MLB.

●  In 1975, Dave Winfield directly entered the major leagues without playing a single minor league game.

●  Randy Jones' 1976 season is still one of the most successful by a Padre pitcher, leading the league with 315.1 innings pitched.

●  In 1977, the Padres hosted the MLB All-Star Game at San Diego Stadium.
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Team Mascot: Origins and Evolution
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●  The San Diego Chicken, also known as The Famous Chicken, is not an official mascot of the Padres but is closely associated with the team.

●  The Chicken started as the KGB Chicken, promoting San Diego radio station KGB-FM.

●  Ted Giannoulas, the man inside the Chicken suit, turned the character into a national sensation in the late 1970s.

●  The Chicken was "hatched" during a Padres game in 1979 at Jack Murphy Stadium.

●  Swinging Friar is the official mascot of the Padres, representing the Franciscan friars who founded San Diego.

●  The Swinging Friar has been a part of the Padres' identity since the team's inception in 1969.

●  The Chicken has been involved in various lawsuits, including one against the Detroit Tigers and their mascot.

●  By the 1980s, The Chicken's appearances at Padres games had become so popular that he was making appearances all over the country.

●  The Chicken was inducted into the Mascot Hall of Fame in 2006.

●  The Swinging Friar underwent various redesigns, with the current version having a more streamlined appearance.

●  The Chicken has appeared in over 8,500 sports events in the US and around the world.

●  In the early 1980s, The Chicken and the Padres had a legal dispute, which was resolved with The Chicken no longer being the team's official mascot.

●  The Chicken has its own star on the San Diego Walk of Fame.

●  The original Swinging Friar had a more rotund appearance and was often depicted swinging a baseball bat.

●  The Chicken has been featured on the cover of Sports Illustrated.

●  Both The Chicken and the Swinging Friar have their own bobblehead versions.

●  The Friar's colors have changed over the years to match the team's evolving color scheme.

●  The Chicken once donned a superhero cape in the 1980s.

●  In the late 2000s, the Padres introduced a "Petco Park"-specific mascot named "Sandy the Seal," but the character was short-lived.

●  The Chicken's antics during games included mock fights with other mascots and umpires.

●  The Swinging Friar can be seen dancing on top of the Padres' dugout during home games.

●  There's a bronze statue of The Chicken outside Petco Park, which was installed in 2017.

●  The Chicken's appearances are now less frequent but are always a special occasion for Padres fans.

●  The Chicken has "retired" several times but always seems to make a comeback.

●  The Swinging Friar often collaborates with other local mascots for charity events in San Diego.
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