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    Chapter 1 Open Mic

A lone elf was asleep. It had been some time since he had started the summoning. Now he was dreaming about his Guardian partner to be. He could see her clearly standing on a stage and reading some of her writing. He smiled in his sleep. He was better with images than he ever was with words. He listened to her and admired her beauty. He could see her dark hair and her fair skin. He noticed her pointed ears. The trademark of elves and not humans.

His alarm went off and he woke up. He sat up in bed and stretched. He was thinking about his Guardian partner to be and smiled. He changed out of his pajamas into his work uniform. He had brown hair and blue green eyes. He was a Guardian, but he also worked as a gondolier in the city of Elsewhere. He took his job seriously. Without him, people didn’t have good ways to get across the canals. Elsewhere had never allowed motorized vehicles to travel around the city. They could get to the city, but then everyone had to walk, take a boat, or swim.

However, the city’s emergency vehicles were completely motorized. They could travel through air, water, and even outer space. This summoner knew how to operate those emergency vehicles, though he usually didn’t need to. That was perfectly fine with him. He preferred to row a gondola or a traghetto.

He liked his Guardian work of researching different cultures’ symbols, especially those that related to religion and magic. Over time he found he didn’t like to work alone. He knew of other Guardians who had partners they lived and worked with on a regular basis. He found the work he was engaged with was too daunting to do all by himself.

He could gather up the images and all the symbols, but he couldn’t always write them in a way which others would find interesting or even understand. His work needed to be documented in the Guardian archives. That was the part he had trouble with. It took so long to decode the symbols that he felt he hadn’t enough time to even to devote to writing up his notes. He had his notes, of course, and those he sent to the archives. So, he had tried very hard to attract the right person to himself. He had asked for someone he could work with. Someone who wouldn’t mind that he thought mainly in images.

He kept thinking about his dream. After he was done with his regular job, he would see if he could look her up. That is, after he meditated on her image a bit more. All he knew at this point was that she was an elf and a writer. He shaved his face at the bathroom mirror. Then ate a little breakfast. He set the dirty dishes in the kitchen sink and then walked out the door to go work.

He knew it would take time. But he was patient. Leon would meet her sooner or later.

Silver Moon Unicorn stood up on stage in front of the microphone. She was holding her tablet computer. White Lion and Black Wolf were in the audience cheering her on. She read a few poems and then people applauded. She bowed and stepped off the stage.

It was just another open mic. She did enjoy them and it seemed to help with sales, even if there still wasn’t very much money. She had never felt happier. She walked back to the table where White Lion and Black Wolf were sitting. White Lion jumped up out of his chair to give her hug.

Her son was not something she had ever expected in her life, but he was the most important person to her. She never thought about what would happen if she were to lose him. Then of course there was Black Wolf as well. She loved them both and they loved her. White Lion let go and danced around the table.

Black Wolf smiled at her. “Where to next?”

“Hmm… I don’t know. Perhaps to find the Silver Mists and the city of Elsewhere.”

“Does the Silver Mists still exist?”

“I think so. It’s near Elsewhere and I wasn’t aware the Guardians had abandoned it.”

“Oh, I see.”

“It would be in the archives if they had abandoned it with a reason as to why.”

“Are you sure?”

“Yeah, they are very thorough in their archives.”

Black Wolf continued to stare at Silver Moon.

“Mama!”

“Yes, darling?”

“When is your next reading?”

“I don’t know yet. I’ll have to look to see where more are along they way.”

“Okay.”

Black Wolf’s phone beeped. He pulled it out of his pocket and found a text message. He read it and frowned. He answered it and put the phone back in his pocket. He said nothing as both White Lion and Silver Moon looked at him. She raised her eyebrows. Still Black Wolf said nothing.

Silver Moon sat down for the next people on stage. She motioned for White Lion to sit back down. He did so without a word. They all listened politely to the rest of the open mic. There were more writers and some musicians. the planet of Platinum had quite a few people who liked to entertain and were hoping to make a decent living from their creative efforts as did Silver Moon Unicorn.

Finally the open mic was over. White Lion yawned. Silver Moon took his hand and the trio walked to the trolley. She tucked the little neko in on his bean bag chair. Then she sat down in the driver’s seat to move the trolley. Black Wolf went to sit down at the table. He pulled out his phone and rechecked the recent message.

It wasn’t good and he wasn’t sure what he could do. He wondered what Silver Moon would think if he told her. He shook his head. Best not to tell her. He certainly didn’t have all the details yet. It could just be a mistake. He was just a lost werewolf in love with an elf. But now, he was being called back home. He didn’t know if he wanted to go.

But what choice did he have? He had obligations which couldn’t be ignored. He knew what the consequences would be if he didn’t go back and take care of things.

For now they could wait. He was told there would be more details to follow. So he waited.

Silver Moon paid attention to her driving. She was just finding a place for the night so the three of them could plan the next day how to get to the next place. She was getting tired of traveling around. She longed for a safe, stable permanent home for White Lion and herself. She had considered Black Wolf’s offer and thought it might be okay. But she didn’t know where he lived. Or even if it was safe and stable. Would it be permanent?

She had more questions than answers. She had a feeling there was something he wasn’t telling her. Something so important that it shouldn’t be ignored. She had gotten used to him being around and now she wasn’t sure what was going to happen if he were to leave.

For now, she knew he wasn’t going to talk. She would just have to make do the best she could. It was all she had been done for a few years now. She also knew she was being summoned to Elsewhere. She didn’t know much about it except that the Guardians had built it when the castle at the Silver Mists was getting too crowded for everyone.

It was also a city like no other on Platinum. Built by the Guardians, it was a mixture of old and advanced technology. Much of the advanced technology was hidden and out of the way. In many ways it was still very much a medieval city. Silver Moon smiled. Something told her she would find what she had been looking for after she went there.

It was enough for her for now.


    Chapter 2 The Mad Scientist

He was a scientist. He knew that. Why wasn’t he recognized by the others as one? He shook his head. He was a genius. That he also knew. He was the best scientist around. The best one on Platinum, but he wasn’t allowed to work in any lab, but his own.

No matter. He continued his experiments. He was human. Better than any elf or fairy who had ever existed. He was the one who knew genetic engineering better than anyone else in the world. Perhaps as well in the whole universe. So why had the Guardians always thwarted his experiments? The results were good. The crops were great and people didn’t go hungry.

But people had gotten fat and unhealthy. They were miserable and the doctors couldn’t help them get better. The biotech engineer never knew all the results of his experiments. He had no idea that hunger was still a problem in the world. He had never understood all the reasons behind hunger.

He had never seen the long lines of people trying to get food for themselves and their families. He never realized what it was like to be poor. To not have your basic needs meet. He had never gone hungry for any reason at all. Yet, he had the answers for everyone else.

He reflected on his latest creations. He had discovered to how create human and animal hybrids. He was quite proud of himself. They were quite stable as well. But it wasn’t enough. More recently he experimented with the hybrids and created tinier versions. They were cute. Perhaps too cute for his tastes.

He kept at it and soon had a whole colony he controlled and hid from the world. He had to. He wasn’t about to let the Guardians discover his latest project. He knew they would just love to stop him one more time. What was it with those Guardians? Couldn’t they just leave people be? They claimed they were for equal rights. What about his right to work and do what he was inclined to do? Wasn’t that one of their basic tenants?

Sure it was. They were just a bunch of hypocrites. Still there was one thing which haunted him about his latest project. One of the tiny nekos had gone missing. He remembered the little one quite well. Too well. He was the size of a kitten from a house cat. His skin was very pale. He had blonde hair and blue eyes. His ears, tail, and feet paws were all black. He had hands and walked upright as the other nekos did.

What had happened to that one? He shook his head. There was something wrong with that one as he recalled. Something which made it hard to keep track of the little kitten. The biotech engineer knew he made sure to make all the nekos docile and dependent. But what had gone wrong with that particular neko?

Did
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