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Fort Nugent


[image: ]


Harbor View Housing Estate is located on the site of this fort that once guarded the eastern approach to the city of Kingston. The first fortification was put up by the Spanish slave agent in Jamaica, James Castillo to guard his home there against enemy attacks. This fort was later strengthened by Sir George Nugent, governor and commander-in-chief of the island, and named after him. All that can be seen of the fort today are the ruins of the Martello Tower that was built around 1806. It follows the plan of similar towers that were built in England at the time when an invasion was feared. The first such tower was built at Cape Mortella in Corsica, from which the name of the structure is derived.  
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Negril
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The area known as Negril extends from Half Moon Bay in 

Hanover Parish to Negril lighthouse in Westmoreland Parish. It contains at least 8km of white sand beaches and is one of Jamaica’s leading resorts. 

Negril Harbor was once known as Bloody Bay, probably from the fact that whales were butchered there. It was also in this bay that British ships assembled in convoys to travel under the protection of men of war to England. British ships were also in the habit of lying in wait in the Mangrove Swamps here to attack any Spanish ships that strayed too far off course on their way to Havana, Cuba.  
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The bay is associated with certain notable battles, including the Battle of New Orleans during the American War of Independence. It was in Negril harbor that a fleet of 50 British warships and over 6,000 men secretly assembled in 1814 under the leadership of Sir Edward Packenham with the objective of seizing Louisiana. The outcome was the Battle of New Orleans where the British were routed by Andrew Jackson and their leader slain. There is a local tradition that the 

American general was alerted about the attack by an American trader in Kingston. Among the soldiers on this engagement were 1,000 men from the First and Fourth West India Regiments.  

It was on Negril beach too that the famous British Admiral Benbow assembled his squadron for his engagement against the French Admiral Du Casse in 1702. Another famous habitue of Negril Beach in the old days was the notorious pirate ‘Calico Jack.’  
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Porus
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Village in Manchester Parish, stretched out along the main May Pen to Manchester highway, clearly identified by the array of fruits, especially citrus, skillfully hung and invitingly arranged for sale along both sides of the road. The name Porus dates back to Spanish times and is probably derived from the family name Porras.  

During the early years of English settlement, Porus represented the outer limits, for the land in the mountains beyond it had not been explored. In later years, Porus was developed as a cattle estate. After Emancipation of the slaves, the land of the estates in the area was sub-divided and Porus became a village of small settlers.  
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Porus was the location of one of the first two community centers to be established in Jamaica under the pioneering social welfare scheme, Jamaica Welfare.  
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Tom Cringle’s Cotton Tree
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Historic landmark that stood for centuries at Ferry, St. Catherine Parish and collapsed with a mighty crash on the night of 18 January 1971, blocking the main road. It was said to have been damaged by a truck, though it might have been weakened by activities to widen the roadway, and from old age. It was one of many cotton trees around Jamaica that became famous for their great age and size. Tom Cringle’s Tree was so called after the hero of a popular 19th century novel, Tom Cringle’s Boy by Michael Scott. The Ferry tree was mentioned in an episode in the book, much of which deals with the hero’s adventures in Jamaica. Until its demise, the tree was a popular and much photographed attraction.  
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City of Kingston
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Capital of Jamaica, the Kingston Metropolitan Area consists of the parishes of Kingston and St. Andrew. 

The original section of the city of Kingston was laid out some 300 years ago to house survivors of the 1692 earthquake that destroyed Port Royal. The area bounded by Harbor Street, North Street, East Street and West Street was the first settlement, part of the Parish of St. Andrew known as Colonel Barry’s hog crawle from the use to which it was put. The island was without a governor or lieutenant governor at the time of the earthquake, and it was the council that took the decision to go across the harbor from the stricken city and purchase 80ha owned by Colonel William Beeston to found a new town. A plan of the town was drawn up by John Goffe, a surveyor, and lots were sold.  
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For the original town of Kingston, the surveyor drew a parallelogram one mile in length from north to south and half a mile in breadth bounded by the four streets Harbor, North, East and West and traversed by streets and lanes crossing each other at right angles. The first known resident of Kingston was a woman, Mrs. Ann Louder. It was at her house in 1693 that lots were drawn in order for the council to decide on assigning land to the original settlers.  

Port Royal Street was not part of the original town since the sea came up to Harbor Street, which was therefore most desirable as a shipping point. But the sea kept on depositing mud and debris south of Harbor Street, and Beeston, who had returned as lieutenant governor, got hold of the land. Much to the anger of those on Harbor Street, in the early 18t century a new street named Port Royal Street was laid out on this new land, and lots were sold. This then became the principal street for shipping.  

The streets within the original area of Kingston were laid out in a grid pattern that remains the same today except for the additions of Kirk Avenue off Church Street and St. George’s Avenue off Duke Street. Most of the early streets were named after the men who were councilors at the time of the founding of the town. In the midst of these streets, an open square was left as the Parade.  
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Early settlement was confined to the area below Parade. The west was near the swamps and regarded as unhealthy and was therefore the least desirable area. The most popular streets among the early settlers were Church, Harbor, and Orange Streets and those around the Parade. Here the settlers lived upstairs their business places. Behind these houses were the yards where slaves and poor people lived.  

It wasn’t until some time after Kingston was settled that the wealthy began t buy property in St. Andrew and started to build residences there. Many of these properties were called ‘Pen’ since the owner kept his horses and probably some other
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