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For the rest of the week, Mamm manages to eat two of three meals daily. When she leaves her room, she spends most of her time in the kitchen, sipping coffee and glaring at Zach. 

“He’s only here for a short time,” I explain the first day. “To help out until you’re feeling better.”

“Hmmm.”

Mamm has stopped using words. Instead, she expresses herself through non-committal noises and vague expressions. I know she is furious about Zach, because her eyes narrow whenever she sees him, and her lips twist in a faint grimace. She won’t commit herself to more than that, as though she doesn’t have the energy for more than the shadow of emotion. I wish she’d yell at me, try to beat me with a broom, as she did weeks before. I’ve strongly considered filling the prescription for the medication, but Dr. Thompson’s words come back to me. There’s a chance the pills would make mamm worse before she saw any improvement. If she gets any worse, if she stops eating again, I’ll have to have her admitted to the clinic, and I don’t see our relationship recovering from that. So instead, we drift.

Zach is wonderful. He sleeps in the guest room, and repairs things: the wall in the barn, painting the ceiling in the guest bedroom, and fixing the faucet in the bathroom that hasn’t quite worked right since the week after they installed it. He also helps with what is traditionally women’s work, seeing no shame in hanging laundry, playing with my sisters, and chopping vegetables for me to prepare for dinner. 

Most mornings, after an early breakfast, Zach is out with his daed, brother, and other men repairing the library. I give him a kiss in the morning when he leaves, and we embrace when he returns. If it wasn’t for daed, for mamm, the days would be almost idyllic. The weather is the best of early autumn, still warm, with a hint of chill at night that generally makes for a night of deep, uninterrupted sleep. But I can’t enjoy it. I have too much to worry about. I toss and turn beneath my quilt, tangling my legs in it as my stomach churns. I pray for mamm. I want to pray for guidance in regard to Deacon’s Kopp’s news that Jeffrey Greer has asked our forgiveness, but I am afraid that God will guide me towards forgiveness, and I don’t want to forgive the man who killed my daed. Who is still, through this act, breaking my mamm in ways I can’t understand, and am unable to change. It’s in these dark hours that my faith is shaken. 

Two days after Zach moves in, his mamm, Ruth Yoder, comes by on behalf of Mamm’s quilting circle. She brings a tray of casserole, and two bags of bread. “Danki,” I say, taking the tray. Martha peeks out from behind my skirts.

“Say hello to Mrs. Yoder,” I say to her. “She’s Zach’s mamm.”

At Zach’s name, Martha brightens up. “Good morning!  she says, then looks up at me. “I wanna carry something.”

Ruth takes out one of the rolls and hands it to Martha, who hugs it in her arms like a baby. She runs ahead to the porch stairs and looks back at us. “We’re coming!” I shout. “Just go wait for us on the porch on the rocking chair.”

“Ja!” Martha shouts, and dashes off ahead.

Ruth only walks a few steps before she stops, gives Martha a pointed look, and asks me in English, “How is your mamm doing?” 

“About the same,” I say with a sigh. “She’s still in bed, but she might cheer up with your visit.” I’m surprised that none of the other women from Mamm’s quilting circle came with Ruth, though I figure with the harvest and household tasks, our pain has become lost in the shuffle of their lives. It’s been almost a month since the funeral. I can’t blame them for moving forward, even if we can’t.

“I’m happy to see your mamm,” Ruth says, her voice low. We’re having a conversation as women, as equals, and six months ago I would have been thrilled to be brought into such an adult confidence, but now it scares me. Even a feather’s more burden seems enough to break my back. Ruth says, “But I also wanted to talk with you. How does your mamm feel about having Zach in the house?”

“She hates it,” I say, truthfully. “But she also hated having Aunt Hannah, and wasn’t even welcoming of the deacon, the last time he visited.”

“I see.” 

“I know having Zach here isn’t going to be taken well by the others in the district. I didn’t ask him to move himself in, but I am grateful that he’s stayed. We’ve done nothing wrong. I take our Ordnung seriously, and I wouldn’t do anything that would shame myself before God. Not now. I want you to understand this—”

Ruth raises a hand. “Ultimately, whatever you do, or don’t do, is between you and God. I can’t interfere with that, and I know my son is a man of character. I would be ashamed if he wasn’t. But it would be better for you and him, for your mamm, if you two weren’t so blatant about how he spends his time.” 

“Blatant? I hardly leave the farm.”

“When is your aunt coming back? The one from Bethlehem.”

“I don’t know. I haven’t even had a chance to go to the Shrocks and see if I can place a call. I can’t leave my mamm...I don’t know what she will do.” The clawing fear that has been a part
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