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A Media Satire Novella

It began with a routine filing from the Federal Communications Commission. It was a technical, dry proposal titled "Protocol Optimization and Infrastructure Lifecycle Decommissioning for Submarine Cable Segment 4-B." It was a standard, two-hundred-page audit comparing the latency and maintenance costs of a thirty-year-old fiber-optic cable against a new, high-capacity quantum-ready link.

For the network engineers, it was a necessary upgrade to ensure global data flow stayed ahead of demand.

But for the producers of the major networks, it was "The Severing."

"Developing tonight," the anchor announced, her voice pitched to the register of an approaching apocalypse. "The administration has quietly authorized the destruction of the umbilical cord that connects our nation to the global community. Tonight, we ask: Why is the President cutting us off from the world?"

She paused, allowing the graphic on the screen—a glowing blue map of the Atlantic going dark—to flicker ominously. "They want you to think it is about 'bandwidth.' They want you to think it is about 'efficiency.' But we know what this is really about. It is about the administration’s new mandate for a closed-loop digital ecosystem. They aren't just replacing a cable; they are building a firewall around the American mind."

A panel of seven experts appeared. They were not systems engineers. They were Digital Sovereignty Philosophers and Cable Integrity Analysts.

"This is not a technical upgrade," a consultant noted, adjusting his silk tie. "This is the creation of a digital gulag. By severing Segment 4-B, the administration is effectively isolating the American internet from the international nervous system. It is the architectural equivalent of a blackout."

A sociology professor nodded, his face a mask of performative grief. "The empty sea floor where that cable once lay is not empty. It is a vacuum of freedom. They are conditioning us to accept a reality where our information is entirely state-managed, where the 'international' is replaced by the 'domestic.' It is the death of the global conversation."

Across town, The View had reached a fever pitch. Whoopi Goldberg sat forward, her expression one of weary, profound disappointment. "It is like they are pulling the plug on our connection to reality. You think you are surfing the web, honey? No, you are surfing a government-approved stream in a gated backyard. And if you try to reach across the water? Sorry, the line is dead. They own the cable, they own the flow, and now they own our access to the truth."

Within three hours, "The Severing" had eclipsed discussions on the national debt, foreign policy, and the ongoing labor shortages. CNN launched a countdown clock: T-MINUS UNTIL THE DARKNESS.

MSNBC conducted a remote segment from a beach in New Jersey. A reporter stood in front of the churning surf, whispering, "The silence beneath these waves is deafening. Thousands of terabytes of data are about to be redirected, and the artists, activists, and thinkers who rely on that global link are now working under the shadow of a corporate-state machine that demands loyalty above connectivity. The era of the open web is dead, replaced by the era of the Appointed Pipeline."

A viral social media post featuring an image of an underwater cable being sliced by a golden-hued government seal garnered five million shares. It read: I REFUSE TO GO DARK. #SAVETHECABLE.

In the halls of Congress, an emergency committee was formed: The Select Committee on Digital Sovereignty and Information Freedom.

"We must stop this," a senator declared, his voice shaking with feigned, camera-ready outrage. "If we allow the administration to facilitate the decommissioning of our global links, we are surrendering the very soul of the republic to a propaganda machine. I am calling for an immediate, independent audit of every fiber, every junction box, and every algorithm in the new sub-sea architecture."

The committee debated the motion for ten hours. They reached no conclusion on internet protocols, no conclusion on data privacy, and no conclusion on infrastructure funding. But they did vote, by a party-line margin, to condemn the "Data Purge" as a "Systemic Threat to the American Imagination."

At the White House, the Press Secretary was besieged.

"Sir, is the President personally involved in the redirection of data packets?"

"Sir, are you aware that the decommissioning is being interpreted by global tech organizations as an act of digital censorship?"

"Sir, does the President believe that all future information should be strictly domestic?"

The Press Secretary looked at his notes. "The regulatory process
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