


Axel’s Journey: The Bridge

Between Empathy and Sympathy
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Axel, a curious boy with a quick temper, faces misunderstandings with a classmate on the playground. Struggling to connect, he learns the difference between empathy and sympathy from a wise mentor, helping him to foster understanding and build

friendships. 
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Axel loved playing on the playground with his friends. But today, Felix, a new kid, accidentally knocked over Axel's sandcastle. 

Axel felt his anger rise like a volcano. 
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Axel shouted at Felix, "Why did you do that?" Felix looked confused and sad. They both stood there, not knowing what to say next. 
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Axel wanted to rebuild his sandcastle, but his hands were shaking with anger. "I don't want to play with you!" he yelled at Felix. 
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Felix tried to explain, "I didn't mean to, it was an accident." But Axel was too upset to listen. He turned away, crossing his arms tightly. 
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Axel's friend Mia approached, "What's wrong, Axel?" Axel sighed, "Felix ruined my castle, and I'm too mad to fix it." 
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Mia suggested, "Maybe you can build it together?" But Axel shook his head. "No, it's ruined now," he replied stubbornly. 
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Feeling defeated, Axel sat on the bench, watching other kids play. "Maybe I should just go home," he thought. 
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Just then, Ms. Harper, the kind teacher, sat beside him. "Why the long face, Axel?" she asked gently. 
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Ms. Harper explained, "Sometimes, we need to understand how others feel. It's called empathy." She shared stories of how empathy can bring people
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