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    To my wife,  Eunice, for being there for me. 
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Chapter One

The Creation of Adam and Eve
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From an early age, we are taught how Adam and Eve were the first humans created in a beautiful and lush garden, the Garden of Eden, a perfect place for the two couples created by God. As a child, it was a fantastic tale. But growing up, reading other books, getting to know about the prehistoric world, one wonders if indeed the biblical Adam and Eve were the progenitors of the human race as we know it. While I must admit that there are similar stories of creation in other myths and legends that echoes that of the Christian religion, the creation account in the bible is by far the most popular.

Were Adam and Eve really the beginning of the human race?

What about outside the Garden of Eden? If there were no humans outside, then who did Cain marry and how did he build his city? An even more interesting aspect of the first humans was their life span. It is unthinkable that they could age up to almost a thousand years.

Considering the evidence of fossil records and archeological discoveries made within the last century, can we really vouch for the story of Adam and Eve?

Scientist claim the first humans evolved some millions of years ago? But can we really trust their words when discoveries are made to contradict their claims. 

Is Adam then the truly first human? What about Eve being created from the rib of Adam as the bible clearly states? While some schools of thought believe God created Adam and Eve in his image, others believe Eve was created after Adam. This interpretation invariably has led to the marginalization and subjugation of women over the centuries. 

But the central question still remains. Despite the centuries of research into the origins of humanity, our beginning still remains a mystery. Were Adam and Eve the first humans of the creation story or was it just an allegory to explain the existence of mankind? Either way, it is a very controversial and difficult question to answer and that leads us to the next question.
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Chapter Two

The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil
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“But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.”

This was the commandment given by the biblical God to Adam and Eve after they were created and placed in the Garden of Eden. Such a simple command, right? But curiosity got the better of Eve and she did eat from the forbidden tree, forever dooming humanity to the seeds of corruption. But let’s pause there for a moment. Why create a garden, fill it with all manner of beautiful trees and animals and then plant a forbidden tree in it? Interesting question, isn’t it?

On the face of it, as Christians we are taught to believe that Eve eating from the forbidden tree brought sin into the world. But here is the question, why did God plant that tree in the first place knowing fully well that Eve would eat of the tree anyway? Kind of like asking a child not to take a chocolate placed in front of him knowing very well he is going to eat it anyway. Why place it there in the first place? Why let the first humans go through a test they would fail anyway? What’s the essence? 

In effect the biblical God knew the first humans would rebel anyway regardless of the commands he gave them. Yet the idea of their rebellion was not instigated by them but a celestial being serving under God. Yet they took the brunt of the punishment. Who was this celestial being who doomed humanity to the wrath of God?
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Chapter Three

Lucifer Morningstar
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Lucifer Morningstar, light bringer, the adversary, these and many more identify the famous archangel in Christian lore. Due to movies, books and music, the name Lucifer has gained notoriety as the adversary of God. His name is associated with everything unholy. With television shows either vilifying him or praising him, Lucifer has become a part of our history. 

According to the bible, Lucifer in the guise of a serpent was the one who deceived Eve in the Garden of Eden. While some believe this assertion, others in Christendom reject this assertion. But who was Lucifer?

According to biblical history, Lucifer was an angel of the Lord. The bible seems to suggest he was a Cherub, a guardian of the throne of God. 

Yet an interesting hypothesis comes up, if heaven, the dwelling place of God was a perfect place, how could Lucifer, a perfect being rebel against God? It presupposes God being perfect and almighty would have fore knowledge of the rebellion of Lucifer. Yet here we have Lucifer, an archangel, under the all-powerful creator leading a third of the host of heaven in rebellion against the creator himself. It raises a lot of questions, doesn’t it?

Some schools of thought posit that Lucifer was expelled from the celestial city because of his pride, he sought to over throw God. In human terms, dictators are overthrown. Was that the case? Were some angels dissatisfied with the reign of the creator? This is just speculation of course. Another school of



d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
THE
CHRISTIAN
DILEMMA

N K ANING





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





