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			Alexandre Dumas

			French writer

			
					Born in Villers-Cotterêts in 1802

					Died in Puys in 1870

					Notable works:	Pauline (1838), novel

	The Three Musketeers (1844), novel

	The Count of Monte Cristo (1844-1845), novel




			

			Alexandre Dumas (1802-1870), also known as Alexandre Dumas père in order to distinguish between him and his son, was a French writer, close to the Romantic Movement. The son of a general of African-Caribbean origins, he worked from an early age, before starting to write. He was quickly met with acclaim with his vaudevilles and his historical plays. He wrote an impressive amount of works, among which were Henry III and His Courts (1829) and Kean (1836). However, he owes his lasting fame to his series of historical frescoes, namely with the trilogy of The Three Musketeers in 1844 and with The Count of Monte Cristo in the same year.

		


		
			The Count of Monte Cristo

			Witness of history and satire of society

			
					Genre: novel

					Reference edition: Dumas, A. (2010) Le Comte de Monte-Cristo. Paris: Gallimard.

					First edition: 1845

					Themes: prison, escape, revenge, injustice

			

			Alexandre Dumas wrote The Count of Monte Cristo in collaboration with Auguste Maquet. Completed in 1844, the novel was first published as a serial, before being published in tomes between 1844 and 1846. Inspired by actual events, it tells the story of Edmond Dantès, a young man for whom life is pleasant until he is unjustly accused of Bonapartism and sent to prison for fourteen years. After escaping and becoming rich, he decides to seek his revenge upon all those who were responsible for his misfortunes.

			The Count of Monte Cristo is a major work of French and international literature, and has been the subject of many adaptations in various artistic domains all over the world.

		


		
			Summary

			Chapters 1-5

			The Pharaon arrives in Marseille after a stop at the island of Elba, where the deceased captain asked his second-in-command, Edmond Dantès, to fetch a letter to be brought to Paris. The ship-owner, Mr. Morrel, makes Dantès the new captain. Danglars, the accountant manager, is jealous.

			Edmond runs to find his fiancée Mercédès, whom he finds in the company of Fernand Mondego. The latter is in love with the young woman, but she loves Edmond. Fernand is angry and, when he crosses paths with Caderousse and Danglars, Danglars pushes him to denounce Edmond for Bonapartism (being a supporter of Napoléon Bonaparte, French emperor, 1769-1821). Dantès is arrested.

			Chapters 6-13

			The deputy crown prosecutor, Villefort, is about to set the young man free when he finds the letter that Edmond was supposed to bring to Paris: it is addressed to Mr. Noirtier, Villefort’s father, who is a Bonapartist. Frightened of the potential consequences of this letter for his name and career, Villefort sends Dantès to the prison of the Château d’If. He also reveals the contents of the letter to King Louis XVIII (1755-1824), but it arrives too late: Napoleon enters Paris and takes power.

			Chapters 14-20

			Edmond Dantès watches the years pass, without any perspective of a trial. One day, the man in the neighboring cell, the Abbé Faria, who is dying, tells him of the existence of a treasure hidden on the Island of Monte Cristo, which he inherited, and which he in turn leaves to the young man. When Faria dies, Dantès takes the place of his body in his shroud. He is thrown into the sea, fourteen years after having first been imprisoned.

			Chapters 21-25

			Dantès swims to an uninhabited island, then manages to join a ship. He waits for an opportunity to reach the Island of Monte Cristo and find the immense treasure of the Abbé Faria. He then tries to hear of his father and fiancée. He learns that his father is dead and his fiancée has gone.

			Chapters 26-30

			Disguised as an Italian priest called Abbé Busoni, Dantès goes to Caderousse. Pretending to be Dantès’ testamentary executor, he explains that the young man wished to share a diamond between the five people he loves most: his father, Mercédès, Danglars, Fernand and Caderousse himself. Caderousse then denounces Danglars and Fernand’s actions, and reveals that Mercédès married Fernand. He also mentions the kindness of Mr. Morrel and his financial problems. Anonymously, Dantès gives Mr. Morrel enough to pay off his debts, thus saving him from bankruptcy and suicide.

			Chapters 31-38

			Ten years later, the young baron Franz d’Épinay meets the son of Fernand Mondego in Marseille, the Viscount Albert de Morcerf. They make the acquaintance of the mysterious and exceedingly wealthy Count of Monte Cristo. He takes the two young men under his wing and helps Albert to escape a kidnapping. In exchange, Monte Cristo asks the young Morcerf to introduce him into the Parisian high society.

			Chapters 39-45

			Monte Cristo is received at the Morcerfs’, where he once again he meets the son of Mr. Morrel, Maximilien, whom he likes. Albert introduces the Count to his parents: Fernand doesn’t recognize him, unlike Mercédès, who is terrified.

			Monte Cristo buys a house in Auteuil which used to belong to Villefort’s mother-in-law. His supervisor, Bertuccio, explains that one day he had discovered a bow that Villefort had just buried in the garden: there was a baby in it. As it wasn’t dead yet, the supervisor saved and raised it, under the name of Benedetto. However, the child grew up badly. Bertuccio also confesses to having seen Caderousse murder the jeweler to whom he had just sold the diamond given by the Abbé Busoni.

			Chapters 46-52

			Monte Cristo goes to Danglars’ bank and asks to open an unlimited credit. He uses tricks to become closer to the Villefort family and saves their son: Villefort comes to thank him.

			Maximilien Morrel is secretly in love with Villefort’s daughter Valentine, who in turn is promised to Franz d’Épinay.

			Chapters 53-61

			Haydée, the young woman who accompanies Monet Cristo everywhere, recognizes Fernand de Morcerf as the man who betrayed her father, Ali Pasha, and sold her into slavery.

			Whereas the young Albert de Morcerf is reluctant to marry the Danglars’ daughter, Valentine de Villefort and Maximilien are in great trouble: the fiancé, Franz d’Épinay, announces his return. Valentine’s grandfather, Noirtier, who is paralyzed, promises to do everything he can to prevent this marriage.

			Monte Cristo makes his move to have Danglars lose one million.

			Chapters 62-65

			Monte Cristo hosts a party at his house in Auteuil. Bertuccio recognizes Mrs. Danglars as Villefort’s former lover, and therefore as the mother of Benedetto, who is also there under the disguise of an Italian prince, Cavalcanti. Monte Cristo tells his guests, under the cover of a tale, the true story of the lovers and the baby. Mrs. Danglars and Villefort are upset.

			Chapters 66-75

			During a ball, Mercédès and Monte Cristo talk, without openly discussing the past.

			Maximilien asks Valentine to run away with him, but the grandmother, Madame de Saint-Méran, dies, and Valentine renounces their project. The doctor guesses that the old lady has been poisoned. Franz d’Épinay just signed the marriage contract, but Noirtier prevents the marriage by revealing that he is the one who killed Franz’s father.

			Chapters 76-83

			Haydée explains how her father, Ali Pasha, the Greek head of the State of Janina, was betrayed by his right hand man, a French soldier who sold him to the Turks and murdered her family. Haydée was the only one to escape, only to be sold into slavery then bought by Monte Cristo. The next day, an article retelling the treason explicitly names Fernand de Morcerf as the culprit.

			After a new poisoning attempt aimed at Noirtier, the doctor suspects Valentine of being the perpetrator. 

			Caderousse and Benedetto form an alliance to burgle Monte Cristo’s house, but Monte Cristo, disguised as the Abbé Busoni, intercepts Caderousse. He lets him escape, knowing very well that Benedetto will kill him. While he lies dying, Monte Cristo tells him his real identity.

			Chapters 84-92

			An investigation is opened concerning the actions of Fernand de Morcerf, during which Haydée stands as witness: Morcerf is recognized as guilty. Albert swears to kill the man responsible for these revelations and challenges the Count to a duel. Mercédès visits Monte Cristo: he explains how Fernand denounced him, years before. Mercédès expresses her undying love for Edmond Dantès, begging him to spare her son. Monte Cristo promises to let him kill him instead. But Albert comes to ask for forgiveness: Mercédès told him everything. He decides to leave Paris with his mother. The Count gives money to his former fiancée, which she takes only to be able to go to a convent. Monte Cristo becomes aware of the fact that he loves Haydée, in the same way he used to love Mercédès. Fernand demands explanations: the Count tells him his true identity. Fernand flees, terrorized, and commits suicide.

			Chapters 93-103

			Valentine complains that she feels faint, and collapses. Maximilien runs to Monte Cristo who agrees to help him when he hears of their love. The doctor confirms that the young woman has been poisoned.

			Danglars forces his daughter Eugénie to marry Cavalcanti because, on the verge of bankruptcy, he needs her to marry into a fortune. On the day of the wedding, Monte Cristo threatens to tell the truth about Cavalcanti/Benedetto and the latter flees. Eugénie escapes to Belgium to free herself from masculine domination. Benedetto is arrested. 

			Valentine, very ill, is saved by the Count. She understands that it is her mother-in-law who is trying to kill her: Monte Cristo explains that she wants to get her hands on the inheritance for her son, Édouard. He asks the young woman to swallow a pill. The next day, she appears dead.

			Chapters 104-113

			Monte Cristo takes five million more from Danglars, making it impossible for him to honor his own debts. The banker flees.

			Monte Cristo reveals to Maximilian that he is Edmond Dantès and forces the young man, who is despaired by the death of his beloved, to promise that he won’t attempt to end his days before a month has elapsed.

			Villefort tells his wife that he knows she is the murderer and asks her to commit suicide. At his trial, Benedetto reveals the story of his birth. Villefort, devastated, recognizes the facts. Upon coming home, he discovers that his wife committed suicide as he had requested, but that she also killed their son Édouard. The Abbé Busoni tells him that he is Edmond Dantès. Villefort shows him the bodies and asks if his revenge is done: the Count has doubts for the first time concerning the validity of his actions. He leaves Paris.

			Chapters 114-117

			In Italy, Danglars expects to make five million francs again, but he is captured by a bandit who is obeying someone’s orders. He requires gigantic sums to feed him: Danglars is nearly ruined. A voice asks him if he regrets his actions, and the banker swears he does. Monte Cristo reveals that he is Edmond Dantès, before letting him go.

			Maximilien, still wishing to die for Valentine, meets the Count again. The young woman appears, finally out of her long coma. Monte Cristo tests Haydée and she shows that her love is disinterested: the Count is finally happy. He leaves all his French assets to Maximilien.

		


		
			Character study

			Edmond Dantès or the Count of Monte Cristo

			At the beginning of the novel, Edmond Dantès is “a young man of 18 to 20 years, tall, lean, with handsome black eyes and ebony hair” (p. 4). He is a fully positive being: kind and smart, he respects traditional values and everything seems to work out for him. His kindness even makes him appreciate those who are jealous of his good fortune. His naivety is such that he comes close to caricature.

			The character that comes out of prison could not be more different from the young Edmond Dantès. His symbolic change of identity and appearance is proof of this. Because of the treason and injustice he fell victim to, he keeps re-hashing heinous feelings; his relation to the Abbé Faria represents the last link that ties him back to humanity and at his death, he does not hesitate, despite his sadness, to use him. The Count of Monte Cristo is then entirely dominated by his thirst for revenge and he leaves behind, along with his former name, everything that made him the man he was before being sent to prison. In his eyes, the world is now divided into two categories of people: those who betrayed him, and those who supported him. Therefore, he is the archetype of the avenging hero in literature. His Manichean vision of existence seems to be dispelled only by him finding his lost love again, in the person of Haydée.

			Mercédès

			Mercédès is a young 17-year- old Catalan girl at the beginning

			
			Fernand Mondego

			
			Villefort

			
			Danglars
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