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    Dedication
This book is dedicated to anyone who has ever run from God.
To the one who feels too broken to be healed.
To the one who thinks they've wasted too much time.
To the one who believes they are too far gone.
You are not.
God is still calling.
Grace is still greater.
"The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit."
— Psalm 34:18

      

    



  	
        
            
            Epigraph
"Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me."
— Psalm 23:4
"For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to bring you to the end you will be given."
— Jeremiah 29:11
"Come back to me, and I will come back to you."
— A message from God to every runner
"Return to me, for I have redeemed you."
— Isaiah 44:22
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This book is dedicated to anyone who has ever run from God.

To the one who feels too broken to be healed.

To the one who thinks they've wasted too much time.

To the one who believes they are too far gone.

You are not.

God is still calling.

Grace is still greater.

"The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit."

— Psalm 34:18
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"Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me."

— Psalm 23:4

"For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to bring you to the end you will be given."

— Jeremiah 29:11

"Come back to me, and I will come back to you."

— A message from God to every runner

"Return to me, for I have redeemed you."

— Isaiah 44:22
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Preface

I wrote this book for one reason: to tell you that you are not too far gone.

I know what it feels like to run from God. I know what it feels like to serve the devil and call it freedom. I know what it feels like to waste years and look back with regret. I know what it feels like to feel empty when everything around you says you should be happy.

I wrote this book because I was that person. I was the one running. I was the one wasted. I was the one serving darkness. And God still found me.

"There is no one who is righteous, not even one."

— Romans 3:10

This is not a book about how perfect I was. This is not a book about how strong I was. This is a book about how mercy found someone who was trying to outrun it.

"But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ."

— Ephesians 2:4-5

If you are reading this and you feel lost, you are not.

If you feel broken, you are not.

If you feel too far, you are not.

God is still here. He is still calling. And He is still good enough to bring you back.

"Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest."

— Matthew 11:28

I hope this book helps you. I hope it gives you hope. I hope it reminds you that grace is still greater.
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I was running from God.

Not accidentally. Not because I was confused. Not because I was having a bad season. I was running on purpose. I was making choices that pushed Him further away, and I was doing it with a heart that knew better.

"Like a sheep I went astray; I went astray from Your path... until I found You."

— Psalm 119:175 (paraphrased)

I wasted years. I served the devil. I gave my life to things that could never love me. I thought I was free, but I was trapped. I thought I was winning, but I was drowning.

"You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."

— John 8:32

There is a specific kind of exhaustion that comes from living wrong for too long. It is not just physical tiredness. It is the heaviness of guilt that sits in your chest. It is the weight of regret that follows you into every room. It is shame that makes you want to hide from people who love you. It is spiritual emptiness that no amount of food, money, or pleasure can fill.

"My soul is weary with sorrow; strengthen me according to Your word."

— Psalm 119:28

I lived with that weight for years. I kept moving, I kept talking, I kept pretending. But I was not really living. I was surviving in rebellion.

"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord."

— Romans 6:23

What amazes me most is not that I fell. It is that I did not stay down. What is even more incredible is that God never stopped reaching for me while I was pushing Him away.

"But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen you and protect you from the evil one."

— 2 Thessalonians 3:3

This book is not written to glorify my past. I do not want readers to think any of it was worth it. Nothing about darkness is beautiful. Nothing about sin is worth celebrating. This is written to testify that God does not give up on people just because they run. I ran. I fell. I wasted time. But mercy followed me, and grace found me when I had almost given up on myself.

"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

— 1 John 1:9

If you are reading this and you feel like you have gone too far, you are not. If you feel like you have wasted too much, you have not. If you feel like God has stopped calling, He has not.

"For His anger lasts only a moment, but His favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning."

— Psalm 30:5

He is still here. He is still waiting. And He is still good enough to bring you back.

"Yet I will look to the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me."
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