
The 100 largest battles in the era of Chinese cold weapons

—From the Pre-Qin rivalry to the Ming and Qing Contention, count the epic showdowns of the Cold weapon era
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[Book Notes]

The flashes of swords in the age of cold weapons are the resounding marks of the evolution of civilization; 100 peak battles, a passionate epic of the land of China.

This book selects 100 of the largest and most far-reaching battles of the era of China's cold weapons, from the mountains of corpses and seas of blood in the Battle of Changping of the Pre-Qin period to the tumultuous waves of the Battle of Poyang Lake of the Ming and Qing dynasties,

With detailed historical materials and clear context, it restores the pre-battle setup, power confrontation, full review and historical impact of each battle,

Looking back on the tumultuous years of war, understanding the struggle and integration of Chinese civilization, remembering the key moments that rewrote history.
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Contents and Introduction

1.  Shi Lang: The Battle of Penghu

The number of direct combatants: 20,000 for the Qing army, 17,000 for the Zheng group;

Time of occurrence: 1683;

Location: Fujian Penghu Islands;

The main generals of both sides: Shi Lang of the Qing army, Liu Guoxuan of the Zheng Group;

The course of the war: Shi Lang led the Qing navy to attack Penghu, taking advantage of the tidal force to launch a surprise attack on the Zheng navy in three directions, crushing its main force and burning more than a hundred warships. Liu Guoxuan retreated to Taiwan. This battle laid the foundation for the Qing army to recover Taiwan and ended the division between Taiwan and the Chinese mainland.
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2.  Zheng Chenggong recaptured Taiwan
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The number of direct combatants on both sides: 25,000 Zheng troops, 2,000 Dutch colonizers;

Time: 1661;

Location: Tainan, Anping area, Taiwan;

Main generals of both sides: Zheng Chenggong, Dutch colonizer Kui Yi;

The course of the war: Zheng Chenggong led his fleet across the Taiwan Strait, landed in southern Taiwan, first captured Chiqian City, then besieged Fort Zeelandia, cut off the supplies of the Dutch colonists, after months of siege, the Dutch colonists were forced to surrender, and Taiwan returned to Chinese territory.
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3.  Li Su entered CAI Prefecture on a snowy night
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The number of direct combatants on both sides: 9,000 for the Tang army, 10,000 for the Huai Xi rebels;

Time of occurrence: 817;

Location: CAI Zhou, Henan Province (now Runan);

Generals of both sides: Li Su of the Tang army, Wu Yuanji of the Huai Xi Rebel Army;

The course of the war: Li Su, taking advantage of the snowy night, led his light cavalry to secretly advance on CAI Prefecture, bypassing the rebel line, suddenly attacked the city walls, broke through CAI Prefecture City, captured Wu Yuanji, quelled the rebellion in Huai Xi, ended the separatist situation of the regional warlords, and consolidated the rule of the Tang Dynasty.
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4.  Battle of Gaoping
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The number of direct combatants: 20,000 for the Later Zhou army, 30,000 for the Northern Han army;

Time of occurrence: 954;

Location: Gaoping, Shanxi;

The main generals of both sides: Chai Rong of the Later Zhou Dynasty and Liu Chong of the Northern Han Dynasty.

The northern Han, in alliance with the Khitan, advanced southward to attack the Later Zhou. Chai Rong led a large army to confront them. The initial battle was unfavorable. Chai Rong was on the battlefield to oversee the battle and boost morale. The Later Zhou army fought bravely and defeated the main force of the Northern Han army. The Khitan army retreated seeing the situation. This battle laid the foundation for the unification of the north by the Later Zhou.
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5.  The Battle of Sanchuankou
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Direct combatants: 10,000 for the Song army, 30,000 for the Western Xia army;

Time of occurrence: 1040;

Location: Sanchuankou, Shaanxi (now northwest of Yan 'an);

Generals of both sides: Liu Ping of the Song army, Li Yuanhao of the Western Xia army;

Course of the war: Li Yuanhao led the Western Xia army to launch a surprise attack on the Song army, and Liu Ping led his troops to provide assistance. The two sides engaged in a fierce battle at Sanchuankou. The Song army was surrounded and eventually defeated. Liu Ping was captured. This battle marked the beginning of the war between Song and Xia, and the Song army was forced to adjust its strategy on the northwest frontier.
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6.  The Wanli Campaign in Ningxia
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The number of direct combatants: 60,000 for the Ming army and 20,000 for the rebel army;

Time: 1592;

Location: Yinchuan, Ningxia;

Generals of both sides: Li Rusong of the Ming army, 哱 bai of the rebel army;

The course of the war: 哱 bai led his troops in rebellion, occupied Yinchuan, the Ming army besieged from multiple routes, first cut off the rebels' supply lines, then brought water to flood the city, captured Yinchuan, 哱 bai hanged himself, the rebellion was quelled, and the northwest frontier of the Ming was consolidated.
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7.  The Battle of Luliang

[image: ]


The number of direct combatants on both sides: 40,000 for the Chinese and Korean coalition forces, 20,000 for the Japanese forces;

Occurrence time: 1598

Location: Rouryang Strait, Korea;

The main generals of both sides: Chen Lin, Deng Zilong, Yi Sun-sin of the Sino-Korean coalition; Koizumi Governor of the Japanese army;

The course of the war: The Japanese attempted to retreat from Korea. The Chinese and Korean forces set up an ambush in the Luliang Strait and engaged in fierce battles, burning hundreds of Japanese warships, annihilating the main force of the Japanese, Deng Zilong and Yi Sun-sin killed in this battle, which ended the Wanli War on Korea and completely crushed the Japanese invading forces.
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8.  And the Battle of Tongbo
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Direct combatants: 20,000 for the Qing army, 30,000 for the Junggar army;

Time of occurrence: 1731;

Location: Mongolia and Tongbo (near present-day Kobdo, Mongolia);

The main generals of both sides: Fu Erdan of the Qing army and Galdan Celing of the Junggar army;

Course of the war: Fuldan led the Qing army to attack the Junggar, fell into the trap of Gardan's stratagem to lure the enemy, fell into the encirclement, the Qing army suffered heavy casualties, almost total annihilation, Fuldan broke through the encirclement, this battle became a major defeat of the Qing army in the war against the Junggar.
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9.  The Battle of Guangxian Temple
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The number of direct combatants: 30,000 for the Qing army, 20,000 for the Junggar army;

Time of occurrence: 1732;

Location: Guangxian Temple in Mongolia (now former Hangai Province, Mongolia);

The main generals of both sides: Celing of the Qing army, Lesser Celing of the Junggar army;

Course of the war: The Junggar army invaded Mongolia. Celing led the Qing army to confront them, using the terrain to set an ambush, to launch a surprise attack on the Junggar army, to defeat its main force, to kill several thousand of the Junggar army. Little Celing Dundobu broke through the siege. This battle reversed the passive situation of the Qing army in the war against the Huaigar.
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10.  The First Battle of the Greater and Lesser Jinchuan
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The number of direct combatants on both sides: 50,000 for the Qing army and 10,000 for the Jinchuan Tusi army;

Time of occurrence: 1747-1749;

Location: Jinchuan, Sichuan (the area of present-day Jinchuan and Xiaojin);

The main generals of both sides: Zhang Guangsi of the Qing army and Sha Luoben, the chieftain of Jinchuan;

The course of the war: Shaluoben led the Jinchuan Chieftain army in rebellion. The Qing army failed to encircle and suppress them many times. Later, Yue Zhongqi took over the command and adopted the strategy of pacification. Shaluoben surrendered and the rebellion was quelled, strengthening the Qing's control over the southwestern chieftain.
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11.  The Battle of Guandu
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Direct combatants on both sides: Cao's army 20,000, Yuan's army 100,000;

Time of occurrence: 200 years;

Location: Guandu, Zhongmu, Henan;

Generals of both sides: Cao Cao, Yuan Shao;

Yuan Shao led a large army to attack Cao Cao. The two sides confronted each other at Guandu. Cao Cao launched a surprise attack on Yuan's granary at Wuchao and burned its provisions. Yuan's morale was greatly shaken. Cao Cao took the opportunity to launch a general attack and defeated the main force of Yuan's army. This battle laid the foundation for Cao Cao's unification of the north.
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12.  The Battle of Yiling
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The number of direct combatants: 70,000 for Shu and 50,000 for Wu;

Time of occurrence: 221-222;

Location: Yiling, Yichang, Hubei;

The main generals of both sides: Liu Bei of the Shu army and Lu Xun of the Wu army.

Liu Bei, in revenge of Guan Yu, led the Shu army to attack Wu. Lu Xun adopted the strategy of laying the enemy deep and clearing the frontier. When the Shu army was exhausted, he launched a fire attack on the Shu army's camp. The Shu army was defeated and Liu Bei fled to Baidicheng. This battle greatly weakened the power of Shu Han.
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13.  The Battle of Guiling
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The number of direct combatants on both sides: Wei 50,000, Qi 30,000;

Time of occurrence: 353 BC;

Location: Guiling, Changyuan, Henan;

Generals of both sides: Pang Juan of the Wei army, Sun Bin of the Qi army;

The course of the war: Wei besieged Handan of Zhao, Zhao sought help from Qi, Sun Bin led Qi to besiege Wei to rescue Zhao, set an ambush at Guiling, launched a surprise attack on Wei, captured Pang Juan alive, defeated the main force of Wei, and lifted the siege of Handan, creating the classic battle of "Besieging Wei to rescue Zhao".
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14.  The Battle of Hefei
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Direct combatants on both sides: 100,000 Wu troops, 30,000 Wei troops;

Time of occurrence: 215;

Location: Hefei, Anhui;

Generals of both sides: Sun Quan of the Wu army, Zhang Liao of the Wei army;

Sun Quan led the Wu army to attack Hefei, Zhang Liao led the elite Wei army to launch a surprise attack on the Wu army, defeated the vanguard of the Wu army, Sun Quan retreated in haste, Zhang Liao pursued the victory and defeated the Wu army, this battle consolidated Wei's rule in Huainan, and Zhang Liao became famous in one battle.
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15.  Youdaoplaceholder0 Fight with it
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The number of direct combatants on both sides: 100,000 Qin troops, 50,000 Zhao troops;

Occurrence time: 270 BC;

Location: Heshun, shanxi 阏 and;

Generals of both sides: Hu Yang of the Qin army, Zhao She of the Zhao army;

The Qin army besieged the state of zhao 阏 and Zhao she led his troops to the rescue, using the strategy of surprise victory, avoiding the qin army 's sharp edge, suddenly advancing to 阏 and engaged in fierce battle with the qin army, breaking the main force of the qin army, breaking the siege of 阏 and shattering the myth that the qin army was invincible.
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16.  The Battle of Jingxing

[image: ]


The number of direct combatants on both sides: 30,000 Han troops, 100,000 Zhao troops;

Time of occurrence: 204 BC;

Location: Jingxingkou, Hebei;

Main generals of both sides: Han Xin of the Han army, Chen Yu of the Zhao army;

The course of the war: Han Xin led the Han army to attack Zhao, using the strategy of "fighting with the back of the water" at Jingxing Pass to lure Zhao into battle, while sending surprise troops to attack Zhao's main camp. Zhao was attacked from all sides and suffered a crushing defeat. Chen Yu died in battle, and the Han army pacified Zhao.
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17.  The Battle of Weishui
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The number of direct combatants on both sides: 50,000 for the Han army, 100,000 for the Qi-Chu coalition;

Time of occurrence: 203 BC;

Location: Weishui, Shandong;

Generals of both sides: Han Xin of the Han army, Long Ju of the Qi-Chu Allied Forces;

The course of the war: Han Xin led the Han army to attack the Qi and Chu allied forces. He blocked the water with sandbags in the upper reaches of the Wei River and lured Long Ju to lead his troops across the river. When the allied forces were halfway across the river, he removed the sandbags and the flood washed away the allied forces. Han Xin took the opportunity to launch an attack and defeated the main force of the allied forces. Long Ju died in battle and pacified Qi.
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18.  The Battle of Chengpu

[image: ]


The number of direct combatants on both sides: 45,000 for Jin and 80,000 for Chu;

Time of occurrence: 632 BC;

Location: Juancheng Chengpu, Shandong;

The main generals of both sides: Duke Wen of Jin and King Cheng of Chu (General Ziyu);

The course of the war: The Chu army attacked the State of Song, and the State of Jin sent troops to rescue them. The two sides faced off at Chengpu. Duke Wen of Jin adopted the strategy of "retreating three houses", luring the Chu army deeper and then concentrating his forces to break through the two wings of the Chu army. The Chu army was defeated, Ziyu committed suicide, and Duke Wen of Jin established his hegemon position.
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19.  The Battle of Maling
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Direct combatants on both sides: 100,000 Wei troops, 50,000 Qi troops;

Time of occurrence: 341 BC;

Location: Maling, Shen County, Shandong Province;

Generals of both sides: Pang Juan of the Wei army, Sun Bin of the Qi army;

The course of the war: Wei attacked Han, Han sought help from Qi, Sun Bin led Qi to lure the enemy deeper, set an ambush at Maling, and led Wei into a narrow valley, Qi fired thousands of arrows and defeated the main force of Wei, Pang Juan committed suicide, Wei was greatly weakened, and Qi became the overlord of the East.
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20.  Zhuge Liang's Northern Expeditions (The Biggest battle)
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The number of direct combatants on both sides: 100,000 for Shu and 80,000 for Wei;

Time of occurrence: 231;

Location: Tianshui, Qishan area, Gansu Province;

The main generals of both sides: Zhuge Liang of the Shu army and Sima Yi of the Wei army.

The course of the war: Zhuge Liang led the Shu army on the fourth northern expedition, attacking Qishan, and confronted the Wei army led by Sima Yi. The Shu army defeated the Wei army several times, but was forced to withdraw due to a shortage of provisions. During the withdrawal, he set an ambush and killed the Wei general zhang 郃, though unsuccessful, causing great losses to the wei army.
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21.  Jiang Wei's Northern Expeditions (the Biggest battle)
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The number of direct combatants on both sides: Shu 80,000, Wei 100,000;

Time of occurrence: 255;

Location: Lintao, Didao area, Gansu Province;

The main generals of both sides: Jiang Wei of the Shu army and Chen Tai of the Wei army;

Jiang Wei led the Shu army on a northern expedition, attacked Didao, defeated the Wei army, besieged Didao city, Chen Tai led the Wei army to reinforce, Jiang Wei was attacked from all sides and forced to withdraw his troops. This was the largest and most remarkable battle of Jiang Wei's northern expedition, but it failed to change the decline of Shu Han's power.
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22.  Battle of Hulao Pass
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Direct combatants on both sides: 30,000 Tang troops, 100,000 Wang Shichong and Dou Jiande combined forces;

Time of occurrence: 621;

Location: Hulao Pass, Xingyang, Henan;

Generals of both sides: Tang Army Li Shimin, Wang Shichong, Dou Jiande;

The course of the war: Li Shimin led his troops to besiege Luoyang, which was occupied by Wang Shichong. Dou Jiande led a large army to come to the rescue. Li Shimin divided his troops to defend Hulao Pass, launched a surprise attack on Dou Jiande's army, captured Dou Jiande alive. Seeing the reinforcements defeated, Wang Shichong was forced to surrender. This battle unified the core area of the Central Plains.
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23.  The Battle of the Tang Dynasty against the Eastern Turks
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The number of direct combatants on both sides: 100,000 Tang troops, 80,000 Eastern Turkic troops;

Occurrence time: 630

Location: Mongolian desert, Yinshan area;

Generals of both sides: Li Jing and Li ðª of the Tang army Khagan Jiali of the Eastern Turks;

The course of the war: Li Jing led the Tang army to launch a surprise attack on the Eastern Turks in different directions, defeated the main force of the Eastern Turks, Jiali Khan fled to the northern desert, Li ðª ly� led the army to pursue and capture jiali Khan alive, the eastern turks were destroyed, and the Tang Dynasty controlled the northern desert region, establishing frontier stability
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24.  The Battle of Talas
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Direct combatants: 20,000 for the Tang army, 30,000 for the Arab Empire coalition;

Time of occurrence: 751;

Location: Talas, Central Asia (now Zhambyl, Kazakhstan);

Generals of both sides: Gao Xianzhi of the Tang army, ABU Muslim of the Arab Empire;

The course of the war: Gao Xianzhi led the Tang army on an expedition to Central Asia, where they met the coalition forces of the Arab Empire at Talas and engaged in a fierce battle. The Tang army was defeated by the defections of the vassal tribes and was forced to withdraw. This battle was the only large-scale confrontation between the Tang and the Arab Empire, affecting the layout of Central Asia.
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25.  The Battle of Haoshuichuan
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The number of direct combatants: 30,000 for the Song army, 50,000 for the Western Xia army;

Time of occurrence: 1041;

Location: Haoshuichuan, Longde, Gansu;

Generals of both sides: Ren Fu of the Song army, Li Yuanhao of the Western Xia army;

The course of the war: Li Yuanhao led the Western Xia army to lure the enemy deep in, Ren Fu led the Song army to pursue and fall into the ambush of the Western Xia army, the two sides engaged in fierce battle, the entire Song army was wiped out, Ren Fu died in battle, this battle put the Song army in a passive position in the northwest battlefield and forced them to negotiate peace with the Western Xia.
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26.  The Battle of Dingchuan Fort

[image: ]


Direct combatants: 40,000 for the Song army, 100,000 for the Western Xia army;

Time of occurrence: 1042;

Location: Dingchuanzhai, Pingliang, Gansu;

The main generals of both sides: Ge Huaimin of the Song army and Li Yuanhao of the Western Xia army;

The course of the war: Li Yuanhao led the Western Xia army to besiege Dingchuan Fort, Ge Huaimin led the Song army to rush to the rescue, got trapped in the Western Xia army's encirclement, the Song army failed to break through, Ge Huaimin died in battle, the Western Xia army took advantage of the victory to advance southward, threatened the capital of the Song Dynasty, and the Song Dynasty was forced to increase the annual currency to seek peace.
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27.  The Battle of Huangtiandang

[image: ]


Direct combatants: 80,000 for the Song army, 50,000 for the Jin army;

Time of occurrence: 1130;

Location: Huangtiandang, Nanjing, Jiangsu;

Generals of both sides: Han Shizhong of the Song army, Wanyan Zongbi of the Jin army (Wuzhu of the Jin);

The Jin army marched southward and then retreated northward. Han Shizhong led the Song navy to intercept the Jin army at Huangtiandang and besieged them for more than forty days. Later, the Jin army broke through the siege by digging a canal and the Song army pursued them. Although they did not annihilate the Jin army, they dealt a heavy blow to the arrogance of the Jin army and prevented them from advancing southward.
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28.  The Battle of Shunchang
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Direct combatants: 20,000 for the Song army, 100,000 for the Jin army;

Time of occurrence: 1140;

Location: Shunchang, Fuyang, Anhui;

The main generals of both sides: Liu 锜 of the Song army, Wanyan zongbi of the jin army;

The Jin army marched southward on a large scale and besieged Shunchang. Liu 锜 led the Song army to hold the city and, taking advantage of the hot weather, launched a surprise attack on the Jin army and defeated the main force of the jin army. Wanyan Zongbi was forced to withdraw his troops. This battle was a major victory for the southern Song against the Jin, curbing the Jin army's southward advance.
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29.  Li Zicheng the Battle of Tongguan and Nanyuan
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The number of direct combatants: 50,000 for Li Zicheng's rebel army, 100,000 for the Ming army;

Time of occurrence: 1638;

Location: Nan Yuan, Tongguan, Shaanxi;

Main generals of both sides: Li Zicheng, Hong Chengchou of the Ming army, Sun Chuanting;

During the war: Hong Chengchou and Sun Chuanting led the Ming army to encircle and suppress Li Zicheng's rebel army. They set an ambush on the south side of Tongguan. Li Zicheng's rebel army was surrounded and fought fiercely for several days. The rebel army was defeated. Li Zicheng led only a few men to break through the encirclement, and the uprising fell into a low point.
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