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“I dunno, I think pregnant women look kinda hot...” Eddie was trying to sound as casual as possible whilst I described the changes my friend Debra had been going through at work. She must have been at least seven or eight months into her pregnancy now, was huge, and it was the entire talk of the office. Hearing the man I love describe her new, transformed figure as ‘kinda hot’ didn’t help my mood at all. 

“Really? What is it specifically about them? The giant, alien-like tummies they grow? The ability to make milk suddenly from out of nowhere? Or is it the fact that, past a certain point, they could give birth at any moment? Water, blood and god-knows what flying everywhere?” I snorted, making no attempt to hide my contempt. 

“I just think they look, y’know? Natural? Womanly.” He sighed, his shoulders slumped in defeat. This wasn’t the first time we’d had this conversation. I knew I was being a little harsh, but it was definitely a sore point with me, and within our marriage. 

“Natural? With a gross, giant belly?” I stared at him, waiting for a counterpoint. He knew better than to reason with me when I was in this headspace. 

“This isn’t about Debra, is it?” He replied, his voice soft and his words slow and deliberate.

“No.” I huffed, loathed to admit he was right. He smiled weakly. 

The topic of children was a difficult topic for us, mainly because I would have to carry them. And I was not a fan of that. The physical changes alone freaked me out, but the risks on top of that were simply a deal breaker for me. 

We both knew this conversation wasn’t going anywhere fast. Silence punctuated the air. 

I turned away from him, upset at his insight and not wanting to face it right now. 

“Babe, I’m sorry.” He apologized, moving to stand behind me, slipping his arms around me. “I know we’ll never agree on it, but it’s not fair to be trashing every pregnant woman just because it’s not for you, y’know?” He kissed me gently on the neck. I melted in his arms. Damn him. 

“I know, I know. It’s just... it’s just that everyone keeps asking about when we’re going to have one, and I’m sick of fending them off.” I turned around in his embrace to face him. 

“Yeah, I get that a lot, too. Mainly from my mother.”

“She still won’t shut up about it?” I smiled sarcastically. He raised an eyebrow.

“Eddie, you know I’d make such a great grandma. There isn’t anything wrong with Amanda, is there? Your brother had kids less than one year after being married... I could go on.” 

“Please don’t.” I groaned, slumping down into his chest within his embrace. 

We stood for a moment in silence, letting the pressure the rest of the world was trying to put on to us wash off. We never let it drag us down, but some days were harder than others. Like today, when we were reminded of everything. 

The problem wasn’t just the pressure; it was that I knew he definitely wanted kids. So did I, to some extent. I just really didn’t want to have to carry them. 

“Still, anything else fun happen at the office today?” He expertly changed the subject. I was glad, but there were a hundred thoughts racing through my mind, and all of them wanted my attention or had the potential to ruin the rest of the evening. 

“Not much.” I sighed, slipping from his embrace and heading toward the kitchen. “I’m going to get a coffee, you want one?” 

“Yeah, sure.” He smiled. The tension was still there, but we both ignored it. Again. 

We couldn’t keep going like this, and we both knew it. 
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The Solution
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“Ok. How serious are you about having kids?” My friend Keiko asked me, arms folded whilst I sipped on my frothy cappuccino. She was sick of having this conversation with me, and it was becoming increasingly difficult for her to hide the fact. 

“I mean. I think I’d be a pretty good mother. And I know Eddie would be the best dad ever. But, it’s just, y’know...” I trailed off, watching everyone walking past the window outside the cafe. 

“The pregnancy thing?” Keiko smirked. I nodded. 

“Bingo.” Taking a long exhale, she tilted her seat back, staring at me for a while till it made me uncomfortable. “What?” I finally asked. 

“What if you could have kids without the whole ‘pregnancy thing’ affecting your decision?” 

“You mean adoption? We’ve talked about it...” I looked down at my cup, aware I’d probably told her all my concerns before. Probably a million times, too. 

“No, not adoption. I’m talking about something else entirely. Still your child, genetically speaking, but you don’t have to carry it. What do you think of that?” A dark smirk curled the corners of her lips and it was my turn to study her. What the hell was she driving at? 

“What, you mean Eddie carries them to term?” Taking a huge sip as I openly mocked her. 

“Exactly.” She replied, without a hint of a joke in her voice.

“What?” I stopped her flat. Keiko was my best friend, but



























d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
Jdirder surup romunce
ATASHA ROSE






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





