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When we walked up to the large, renovated Victorian building where the class was being held, butterflies fluttered in my belly. I hadn’t expected to be so nervous, but aside from Annie, my younger sister, and a smattering of other friends as a child in school, I’d never actually shown anyone my drawings. Further, as I walked up the wide, concrete stairs to the entrance of the Community Center, I noticed I was the only one here in Plain dress. Annie’s Englischer outfit, which had before seemed immodest, now blended in nicely. Only her prayer kapp seemed out of place. I, on the other hand, felt wholly out of place.

Standing two steps below the top landing, against the railing, a pair of teen girls chatted with each other, one short and brown wearing jeans and a bright yellow shirt, and the other tan and tall, wearing a greyish-silver jacket that looked like it was made of duct tape. The tall one glanced up and shouted, "Annie, girl, what’s up? Who’s your friend?"

"Beth," Annie said with a smile. We made a brisk pace up the stairs. Annie waved a hand towards me, "Nita, this is my best friend, Beth, and Beth, this is Nita and Dominique." 

"Nice to meet you," I said, shyly. Was I supposed to shake hands? Daed often shook hands when doing business with Englischers, but maybe that would be too formal, as we weren’t doing business. 

"You too," Nita said. She didn’t seem inclined to shake hands, so I let mine relax again at my side. Nita asked, "So are you here for Martone’s class?"

"Yeah," Annie said. For a moment, I didn’t recognize her voice because she sounded so Englisch. "Beth’s going to take the class too. She’s really great at drawing."

"Really?" Nita asked. "Can I see?"

"Ja," I handed my sketchbook over. It was stupid to be this nervous. I’d only just met these girls. What did it matter if they liked my little drawings, or not? 

But Nita’s eyes widened as she flipped open to the first page. "Legal!" she squealed. "Dom, look at this!"

Dominique leaned over her shoulder, her duct tape coat making an odd rustle as she moved. "Aww," she said. "That’s so cute."

"One of our barn cats had kittens," I explained. "My sister has been playing with them, so they’re really friendly."

"Cool," Dominique said. "You’re really good. I’m glad you’re here. You’ll give Ed a run for his money."

"Ed?"

"Oh, he’s been accepted to do a study abroad for painting, in France. He’s not stuck up or anything, but he knows he’s got talent."

Study abroad in France? I’d seen photos of Paris in our school reader when I was in the fifth or sixth grade, but I’d never imagined I’d meet anyone who was going there. Going there to study art! "I’m sure he’s much better than me," I said, honestly. "I just draw stuff around the farm and what comes into my head sometimes."

"Right, that." Nita shook her head. "You’ll have to get registered, and Martone’s gonna want you to do the list, so think about stuff you like. Favorite color, movie, and stuff like that."

Movie? Before I could say anything, Annie said, "Yeah," in that perfect Englisch accent, "See you later. Come on, Beth." Annie took my hand, and I followed her into the community center.

Inside, Annie walked me to the reception desk and asked the teen boy behind it, "Is Stephanie there? My friend wants to join for Martone’s class."

"Steph!" The boy shouted. He was wearing what looked like a basketball jersey. "One more for Martone’s class." He ducked behind the desk and came up with a clipboard. "You have to fill in the death waiver first."

"Death waiver? This is an art class, right?"

"You have to do it for all classes. Since your parents aren’t here, just write a squiggle on the line where it says ‘parent or guardian’. Nobody will care."

Horrified, I said, "I can’t forge my daed’s signature!"

"It’s not a forgery," the boy said. "It’s just a squiggle."

"Don’t worry about it, Beth. Josh," Annie said, giving the boy a pointed look, "is just messing with you. There’s no need to sign your daed or mamm’s name. It’s not like you’re doing archery, or even bowling."

"Okay," I agreed, though I didn’t like this Englischer form of humor. I filled out the form, leaving the parental signature part blank. Once I was finished, Josh shouted again, "Steph, I need to put her payment in the box and give her a receipt!"

"Coming," a woman shouted. I heard footsteps, and the door behind the desk area, which had been open a few inches, now creaked open the rest of the way, revealing a heavy-set Hispanic woman in black trousers and a light green, button down shirt. She looked at me and Annie, and said, "This must be the friend you were talking about."

"Yeah," Annie said. "Her name’s Beth."

"Nice to meet you, Beth," Steph said, and extended her hand over the table. I shook it and smiled back at her. "Looks like you’ve filled in the first part of the paperwork." She glanced over the sheet on the clipboard. "No phone number." She looked over her clipboard at me. "You’re Amish, like Annie, right? Are you over eighteen?"

"Nee," I said. "Can I take the class?"

"Yeah, you can join in for today, but we’ll need you to have one of your parents sign this form for next week. Is that okay?"

"Ja. Yes. It’s fine." I took the form with a feeling of relief. My daed would certainly sign for me. 

"Okay
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