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Chapter One - Hazel


I sat atop the rocky over hang, staring down at the forest
below, trees peeking out among the misty clouds. I could look down
enjoying all, which I considered my kingdom below. Suddenly a shot
rang out in the dusk, breaking the silence. I felt the rush of air
when it whistled past my ear. I spun around and spotted a man in
the distance over near the tree line. My heart was pounding in my
chest at this sudden intrusion in my peaceful
surroundings.



I took off running in the opposite direction towards the other line
of trees off in the distance to my right, I heard him yelling and
start running, following me. I was more powerful and faster than he
was, so I would make it with enough time to hide. I could feel my
heart pounding in my ears, blocking out every other sound.
Something I didn’t need, since I relied on my hearing, sight and
smell to guide me.


My amber eyes glowed in the darkness full of fear. I ran fast
towards the cover of trees. Waiting, expecting any moment to hear
another shot, waiting to feel it hit the mark this time. Praying it
would whistle past me once again, not stopping nor slowing down
until I reached the trees.


Finally, I was able to hide from this
intruder who had me in his sights. Luck was on my side yet again
hearing a shot. This time it hit the tree in front of me, causing
it to splinter, scattering shards of wood over me as I disappeared
into the woods.



Now under the cover of the trees, I ran until deep enough in to
hide behind a tree! I sat down behind a decent sized tree, resting
and catching my breath. I could hide from the man hunting me. I
closed my eyes, calming my breathing. I now smelt the scent of
sweat and adrenaline pouring off this man, also hearing him getting
closer. Holding my breath, I heard crunching dead leaves beneath
his feet betraying his location.


Taking a deep breath, I savoured his sweet musky scent.
Despite my fear, his scent seemed to help calm me, yet thrill me at
the same time. Panicking now at his closeness, had I left enough
time to morph back into my human form before he found me. Changing,
I felt the overwhelming rush of adrenaline, swallowing a scream as
my bones started morphing back into human form. My skin prickled
agonizingly painful as my fur disappeared. My metamorphosis now
complete, I was standing there in my naked human form. Waiting to
come down from my adrenaline rush.



I stood there wondering all sorts of stupid things.
Would he like what he would saw when he came
across my naked form? Would he wonder why I was here naked and
alone in the forest? Stupid of course he would; he’s a man. Would
he guess the secret I hid from the world? I
peeked carefully around the tree to see if I could get a visual on
how close he was. I wonder what he looks
like up closely.


When he came in to view, he did not disappoint. I slipped up,
letting out a deep sigh. I quickly covered my mouth hoping he
hadn’t heard. He was so handsome with his blonde hair down to his
shoulders and sporting a scruffy beard that partly hid his face. He
had haunting brown eyes that looked like they held long untold
secrets. He stood there with a look of puzzlement, as he tried to
find me. Or rather the wolf me. Truth be told, I was getting turned
on by him. I rolled my eyes at myself, as I didn’t even know him
yet. I stood hidden, watching him standing there looking around,
listening, with his gun at the ready. Alert to his surroundings,
ready to shoot anything. No doubt wondering where I’d gone. Taking
him in even more; I noticed he wore jeans, muscled thighs hidden
underneath. He wore a long thick jacket, leaving me unable to see
what delights he hid underneath.



I couldn’t explain why I felt drawn to him. I was very attracted to
him He made all my girly parts tingle in a way they never had
before. Damn this man. Dare I show myself to him now? How would he
react? Yes, now I’d talked myself into it. I was going to do it.
Here went nothing… I hoped like hell now wasn’t the time he would
aim his rifle at me and shoot me. I came out from my hiding spot
behind the tree and waited for him to notice me. I froze when he
spotted me. His knee-jerk reaction when he did; was to lift his
rifle, pointing it at me. I closed my eyes waiting for the gun to
fire and bullets to hit me. All I heard
was…


"What the fuck…" yelled out.



I opened one eye, squinting to see what he was doing. Lucky me. He
was lowering his rifle since I wasn’t a threat to him, unlike my
wolf form.


God that voice. So deep and sexy. Going right through to my
core and sending shivers down my body making my clit ache and
throb. All these strange feelings happening to me, one’s I had
never felt before. Who was he and why did he do this to me? I
didn’t even know him yet.



"Where in the fuck did you come from? You scared the shit out of
me. And another thing, why are you standing there with no clothes
on?”

Firing questions at me without giving me a chance to answer
any. Every time I opened my mouth to answer he’d fired another one
off.


"It was washing day and my clothes aren’t dry yet." Hey what
else could I say? I hadn’t prepared myself for that question.
Sadly, that was all I could come up with. I hoped he wouldn’t ask
me any further questions since I had no further explanations to
come back to him with. If you’re gonna ask
stupid questions expect stupid answers.


"Okay!” She must think I came down in the last shower here.
“Why are you here in the forest washing your
clothes? Why not do it at home? Where do you live, just out of
curiosity?"



I shrugged my shoulders. I couldn’t tell him why or my secret would
be out. What would he do to me knowing what I was? Probably shoot
me I’m sure. To be honest I didn’t know why I was here myself
either, finding myself abandoned by my family in the woods a few
years ago. It had been so long now they were becoming a distant
memory. I had struggled as best as I could to survive in this cruel
world. Either here in the woods or out in civilization making the
most of foraging for food or shelter when I could. Why had they
dumped me alone in the woods I hoped to find the answer to that
question one day. I couldn’t think what I had done that was so bad
they had to dump me out here and leave me to my own
devices.


I stood observing him. He stood there, deep in thought,
obviously thinking what he was going to do with me. I wondered
whether I should get ready to run again.


“Don’t suppose you’ve seen a wolf come past here at all? I was
chasing after one.”


Okay he wasn’t too interested in me answering his rapid-fire
questions. I shook my head “Nope! Didn’t see a thing come past
me.”


“Oh” was his only response. Disappointed now it
seemed.


“You sure about that?” he queried in a disbelieving tone,
suspicious of my response...



“Yep no wolf went past me. I would’ve noticed if one had for
sure.”



“Hmmm… Okay! What would your name be, little lady?”



“Hazel! What’s your name Mr. Hunter Man?”



He roared with laughter “God, I love it!”. When his laughter
finally subsided, he told me, “Vice.”



My mouth dropped open “What in the hell sort of name is that for
someone Mister?”



Shrugging his shoulders, he reasoned, “one my folks came up with
it. Guess by the time they got to number ten they were running out
of ideas for names or maybe I was one of theirs.”



I gasped in disbelief “You have nine brothers and
sisters?”



“Last time I looked, yep.”


I watched while he put his shotgun down on the ground
shrugging his jacket off. He came over, putting his jacket on me.
“It’s time to be hiding that sexy body of yours; before I do
something, we both regret later.” He grinned at me.


His words made me shiver. That sexy voice of
































cover.jpg
/i
v i s vt
) \&

g
TEMPTATION

=<|N THE SHADOWS=-

SCARLETT REDD





tmp_bfdaa790489b4772e1c2bd9d2a9a91d8_ucnPpb_html_791a05d4.jpg
g

-AM”





