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HOW THE BOOK WORKS

Welcome to The Goalhanger Arms pub quiz. It’s busy tonight. We have all the regulars in. At a table in the corner, two men are disagreeing agreeably about the most effective form of taxation. At the bar, a very tall man and a woman are vigorously debating whether the snooker player Stephen Hendry is, in fact, cool. Over by the window, a battle rages over who was worse: notorious fifteenth-century Dominican friar Girolamo Savonarola, or John Lennon. In hushed tones, two men whisper to each other, with only the odd phrase like ‘poisoned umbrella’ audible above the din. An especially loud table over by the television shout each other down over the best ever Premier League goal, laughing uproariously.

But there’s a table free, over there. Take a seat. You can play along solo, or get some friends involved and keep score. All questions in the quiz score one point for a correct answer unless otherwise specified. Remember to make a note of your score for each round as well as your overall score for each quiz.

There’ll be questions on Politics, Entertainment, Football & Sport, History and a category we call Classified. We could tell you more, but . . . you get the picture.




THE WARM-UP QUIZ

Before we get going properly, let’s start with a brief whizz through each subject. Think of it as an amuse-bouche at the kind of restaurant where they put foam on things. Or like stretching before you go for a run. But instead of stretching your muscles, you’re stretching your brain.

(For the avoidance of doubt, this is a metaphor and should in no way be taken as health advice. We cannot be held responsible for the results of stretching your brain.)




THE WARM-UP QUIZ ˙ ROUND 1

POLITICS

Napoleon Bonaparte is often quoted as having said ‘in politics, stupidity is not a handicap’. And it really is a mystery why someone who believed he represented the will of the people and had himself named ‘Emperor of the French’ would feel like that. (This is only slightly undermined by the fact he almost certainly didn’t say it. On the other hand, what better illustration of politics could there be?) Let’s start off with these 10 warm-up questions.

1   Technically, assuming they’re also a member of parliament, how old does somebody have to be to become UK prime minister?

2   The door knocker on 10 Downing Street is designed as the head of what animal?

3   True or false? The Labour cabinet after the 2024 general election was the first ever UK cabinet without any Old Etonians in it.

4   In 2006, what item of clothing did Conservative leader David Cameron describe as ‘more defensive than offensive. They’re a way to stay invisible in the street.’?

5   In Australian politics, what colour is used to describe independents who combine conservative fiscal policies with environmentalist views on climate action?

6   Introduced in 1995, the Nolan Principles are ethical guidelines that are supposed to be followed by individuals in public service. How many Nolan Principles are there to follow?

a.	Three

b.	Five

c.	Seven

d.	Nine

7   By complete coincidence, the next question is about Boris Johnson. In May 2024, he was turned away from his polling station because he forgot to do what?

a.	Register to vote

b.	Bring his ID

c.	Remove a Conservative party rosette from his jacket

d.	Turn off his mobile phone

8   On the 2024 campaign trail, Donald Trump said of which ‘late, great’ fictional character that ‘he’s a lovely man. He’d love to have you for dinner.’?

9   Whilst Angela Merkel was chancellor of Germany, six different people held the title of UK chancellor of the exchequer. Can you name them all? (We need all six for the point!)

10 COBRA meetings are usually held when there is a major national crisis. What does the ‘A’ in ‘COBRA’ stand for?

a.	Affairs

b.	Alert

c.	Agency

d.	Nothing. It’s just the letter A

The answers are here




THE WARM-UP QUIZ ˙ ROUND 2

ENTERTAINMENT

Archaeological evidence of bone flutes thought to be over 40,000 years old and cave paintings from 10,000 years ago suggest that some form of ritualized entertainment has been present from the earliest moments of human society. For example, one of the earliest records we have in cuneiform from Ancient Mesopotamia is thought to be a merchant writing to his friend, agreeing that, ‘yes, the palace lyre player was good, but his early stuff was much better’. Let’s see how good your entertainment knowledge is.

1   Andy Byron and Kristin Cabot went viral after they innocently (or not so innocently) went to see which band in concert in July 2025?

2   The two films from the ‘Barbenheimer’ phenomenon picked up a combined eight Oscars. How many of them did Barbie win?

3   True or false? Timothée Chalamet came second in a Timothée Chalamet lookalike contest in New York in 2024.

4   In 2017, the Official Charts Company was forced to change its rules in order to prevent one act dominating the chart after which artist had nine songs in the Top 10 in one week?

a.	Adele

b. Taylor Swift

c.	Justin Bieber

d. Ed Sheeran

5   Rachel Zegler regularly performed from the London Palladium balcony at performances of which Andrew Lloyd Webber musical?

6   Insomnia Cafe and Six of One were both working titles considered for which classic 90s sitcom?

7   In June 2025, protestors hung a banner on the Rialto bridge in Venice that said ‘No space for . . . ’ who?

a.	Bezos

b. Dorsey

c.	Musk

d. Zuckerberg

8   In 2020, which singer – wearing a blue Gucci dress – became the first solo man to grace the cover of US Vogue?

9   Which Raynor Winn memoir was the subject of controversy in 2025?

10 Two Spielberg-directed films were released in 1993 – one won Best Picture the next year, and the other became the highest-grossing film ever at the time. What were the two films?

The answers are here




THE WARM-UP QUIZ ˙ ROUND 3

FOOTBALL & SPORT

There is a universe of wisdom to be found in sport. George Orwell once described it as ‘war minus the shooting’. Albert Camus, a goalkeeper in his youth, once famously said that everything he knew about morality and the duty of man he owed to football. And the philosopher (Big) Ron Atkinson once said, ‘Well, either side could win it, or it could be a draw’. Let’s see how much sporting wisdom you have.

1   NICHE NUTS RED TEAM is an anagram of which Premier League football team?

2   Which British runner famously fell foul of ‘runner’s diarrhoea’ at the 2005 London Marathon?

3   True or false? Excluding penalty shootouts, during the knock-out stages of the 2025 Euros, the championship-winning England women’s football team led for a total of less than five minutes.

4   First Dates maître d’ and TV personality Fred Sirieix’s daughter, Andrea, won a bronze medal in what sport at the 2024 Olympics?

5   In 2025, Southampton were criticized by some for celebrating a goalless Premier League draw that meant which of these happened?

a.	They were safe from relegation

b.	They’d qualified for Europe

c.	Their rivals couldn’t win the league

d.	They were the second worst team in Premier League history

6   What squad number was worn by Leah Williamson at Euro 2025, Nelson Mandela at the 1995 Rugby World Cup final and was retired throughout the entire NBA in 2022?

7   Which Olympic gymnast appeared to be rebuking Donald Trump when she tweeted ‘I love my black job’ after picking up yet another gold medal at the 2024 Olympic Games?

8   In a 2025 interview, former Liverpool manager Jürgen Klopp described which tournament as ‘the worst idea ever implemented in football’?

9   Including breaks between rounds, if a 12-round men’s professional boxing match goes the distance, how much longer is it than a half of football with no stoppage time added?

10 Complete the following sentence to give the correct link between Robin Söderling, Novak Djokovic and Alexander Zverev. They’re the only male tennis players . . .

a.	Born in the 90s who have won Grand Slam singles titles

b.	Who beat Rafael Nadal at the French Open

c.	With gold, silver and bronze Olympic medals

d.	To be disqualified from the US Open

The answers are here




THE WARM-UP QUIZ ˙ ROUND 4

HISTORY

The famous construction that history is ‘one damn fact after another’ has its origins in a misquote of ‘life is just one damn thing after another’ by the historian Arnold Toynbee, which was then misattributed to Henry Ford amongst others. So, a perfect encapsulation of history then. Let’s see how many of these damn facts you know.

1   The Atlantic Daily Bulletin was a newspaper produced on board which ocean liner?

2   True or false? The microwave oven was invented by accident.

3   Which of these entertainment events took place in the same year as the final execution by guillotine in France?

a.	The publication of Frankenstein

b.	The première of Swan Lake

c.	The chart debut of The Beatles

d.	The release of the first Star Wars film

4   Who was riding in a car with the number plate ‘AIII 118’ when he was assassinated in June 1914?

5   Which historic writer’s name is an anagram of I AM A WEAKISH SPELLER?

6   Which of these events did NOT take place in the year 1789?

a.	The Mutiny on the Bounty

b.	The discovery of Uranus

c.	The storming of the Bastille

d.	George Washington’s inauguration as the first US president

7   In the year 1538, Henry VIII’s archbishop of Canterbury, lord privy seal and his third lord chancellor in a row all had what first name?

8   True or false? The Hundred Years’ War first got its name while it was still taking place.

9   Brought in to deal with the problem of hunger-striking suffragettes, the 1913 Prisoners (Temporary Discharge for Ill-Health) Act was commonly known by what name?

10 Which of these historical pairs never met each other in real life?

a.	Florence Nightingale and Queen Victoria

b.	Malcolm X and Martin Luther King

c.	Elizabeth I and Mary, Queen of Scots

d.	Horatio Nelson and the Duke of Wellington

The answers are here




THE WARM-UP QUIZ ˙ ROUND 5

CLASSIFIED

The word ‘spy’ comes to us from the Old French word espie in the mid-thirteenth century, as does the word ‘espionage’ in the late eighteenth century. The terms sabotage, secret, surveillance, infiltrate, liaison, ruse, rendezvous, coup d’etat, reconnaissance, clandestine, femme fatale and agent provocateur also have French origins. The only possible conclusion is that the French are really sneaky. Let’s establish some more first principles with these 10 opening questions.

1   According to a 2021 YouGov poll, what do the British public think is the most important characteristic for a good spy to have?

a.	Honesty and integrity

b. Physical strength

c.	High intelligence

d. Good looks

2   Which five countries make up the Five Eyes intelligence alliance?

2   In 2011, the CIA declassified its recipe for what liquid used by its spies in the First World War?

3   True or false? As well as MI5 and MI6, at one point there used to be an MI19.

4   The pilot of the U-2 spy plane shot down by the Soviet Union in 1960 had the same surname as which fictional spy?

a.	James Bond

b. Napoleon Solo

c.	George Smiley

d. Austin Powers

6   Which former chief of staff to Tony Blair was appointed as the UK’s national security adviser in 2024?

7   What are the initials of the official name of the organization commonly known as MI6?

a.	BRO

b. MOM

c.	POP

d. SIS

8   Files declassified by the CIA in 2014 revealed that the agency had covertly published which classic Boris Pasternak novel in Russian?

9   POPE’S HISTRIONIC RANT is an anagram of what two-word name for a type of code that involves moving around the letters within a phrase?

10   True or false? In the 1960s, a US spy was caught and discovered to have a miniature radio concealed in a prosthetic scrotum.

The answers are here

Skip to the next quiz




THE WARM-UP QUIZ ●  ANSWERS

POLITICS

1   18. You can be an MP at 18, and any MP who can command the confidence of the House of Commons can become prime minister. So, whilst it’s highly unlikely, it’s not impossible to have an 18-year-old prime minister.

2   A lion.

3   False. It had more state-educated people than any previous cabinet, but the cabinet had been Eton-free as recently as 2018.

4   Hoodie. He was forever associated with the ‘hug-a-hoodie’ phrase, but never actually said it.

5   Teal. A colour made from a combination of conservative blue (of the Liberal party, which is confusingly the Australian equivalent of the UK’s Conservatives) and green.

6   c. Seven. They are honesty, integrity, objectivity, accountability, selflessness, openness and leadership.

7   b. Bring his ID. In 2022, Johnson’s government introduced the stipulation that voters need to bring photo ID to vote.

8   Hannibal Lecter.

9   Gordon Brown, Alistair Darling, George Osborne, Philip Hammond, Sajid Javid and Rishi Sunak. Merkel was Chancellor from 2005 to 2021.

10 d. Nothing. It’s just the letter A. COBRA stands for Cabinet Office Briefing Room A.



ENTERTAINMENT

1   Coldplay. They were the couple who were caught having an affair on the ‘kiss cam’.

2   One. For Best Original Song. Barbie won the battle of the box office though, so if its studio execs were sad about not winning many Oscars, they were crying all the way to the bank.

3   False. He did crash the contest, but everybody realized it was him instantly.

4   d. Ed Sheeran. The only other song in the Top 10 that week was ‘Something Just Like This’ by the Chainsmokers and Coldplay.

5   Evita. She starred as Eva Perón in the 2025 production and would sing ‘Don’t Cry for Me Argentina’ to the non-ticket-paying public below.

6   Friends. Sometimes short but sweet works best.

7   a. Bezos. They were protesting his wedding to Lauren Sánchez, which they felt had taken over the entire city.

8   Harry Styles.

9   The Salt Path.

10 Schindler’s List and Jurassic Park. Not a bad year.



FOOTBALL & SPORT

1   Manchester United.

2   Paula Radcliffe. She blamed it on too much pasta and grilled salmon the night before. Despite the embarrassing pit stop, she still went on to win in 2 hours 17 minutes and 42 seconds.

3   True. Their only lead was the final 4 minutes and 52 seconds of the semi-final against Italy. But all that matters is whose name ended up on the trophy.

4   Diving. Alongside Lois Toulson, Andrea Spendolini-Sirieix came third in the 10m synchro.

5   d. They were the second worst team in Premier League history. The battling draw against Man City took them to 12 points – one more than Derby County got in 2007/08.

6   Six. Nelson Mandela wore a South Africa shirt to award the trophy to the national side’s actual number six, Francois Pienaar. The NBA retired the number in honour of legendary basketballer Bill Russell, who wore the number six.

7   Simone Biles. It was a reference to controversial remarks that Trump had made about ‘black jobs’ a few weeks earlier.

8   Club World Cup. He criticized the amount of games and time players got to recover.

9   Two minutes. 12 rounds of 3 minutes + 11 breaks of 1 minute = 47 minutes, compared to 45 minutes of football.

10 b. Who beat Rafael Nadal at the French Open. Djokovic beat him twice there, but Nadal’s overall record at the French Open was four match losses, one withdrawal through injury and 14 singles titles.



HISTORY

1   Titanic. It was printed on-board and distributed to first-class passengers.

2   True. Engineer Percy Spencer was working on a radar set that was emitting microwave signals. The microwaves subsequently melted the chocolate bar in his pocket.

3   d. The release of the first Star Wars film. Both took place in 1977.

4   Archduke Franz Ferdinand. He and his wife were both assassinated in Sarajevo, ultimately leading to the outbreak of the First World War. The number plate is eerily similar to the date on which the war would end.

5   William Shakespeare. It might have been the case that he wasn’t the best at spelling – he even spelt his own surname several different ways.

6   b. The discovery of Uranus. The planet was discovered in 1781.

7   Thomas. A very solid name then and now. The various Thomases were Cranmer, Cromwell and Audley, who followed More, who followed Wolsey as Lord Chancellor.

8   False. It would have been pessimistic to call it that at the time. It was named that retroactively in the nineteenth century.

9   Cat and Mouse Act. Prisoners weakened by hunger strike and at risk of death would be released. They would be recalled to prison once they were healthy and force-feeding would begin again.

10 c. Elizabeth I and Mary, Queen of Scots.



CLASSIFIED

1   c. High intelligence. The British public may be right on this one.

2   Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the UK and the US.

3   Invisible Ink. It included copper acetol arsenate, acetone and amyl alcohol.

4   True. Many different MI sections were created in the first half of the twentieth century but were later discontinued or absorbed into other organizations.

5   d. Austin Powers. The pilot was Francis Gary Powers.

6   Jonathan Powell.

7   d. SIS. It stands for Secret Intelligence Service.

8   Doctor Zhivago. The USSR had refused to publish it because of its implicit criticism of the Soviet system.

9   Transposition cipher. It was an anagram of an anagram-based code.

10 False. The CIA did design a fake scrotum device, but it was never used in the field.






QUIZ 1

ELECTIONS AROUND THE WORLD, DIVA FOREVER, IF YOU’RE GOOD ENOUGH, YOU’RE OLD ENOUGH, HISTORY’S GREATEST MYSTERIES AND MI5, MI6 OR GCHQ?




QUIZ 1 ˙ ROUND 1

POLITICS

ELECTIONS AROUND THE WORLD

By percentage of vote as a share of total population, the three most successful UK election campaigns in modern political history are the Conservative Party in 1955, with 13,310,891 votes from a population estimated at just over 51 million. The Conservative Party in 1979, who won 13,697,923 votes from a population of around 56 million. And the Labour Party in 1997 with 13,518,167 votes from a population of approximately 58.7 million. So Anthony Eden, Margaret Thatcher and Tony Blair. But moving on from the weirdest game of snog, marry, avoid ever, can you answer these 10 election-related questions?

1   Which of these countries made voting mandatory in the twentieth century?

a.	South Korea

b. Malaysia

c.	Australia

d. Colombia

2   How often do elections to the European Parliament usually take place?

a.	Annually

b. Every three years

c.	Every five years

d. Every seven years

3   In New Zealand, the parliamentary polling day usually takes place on which day of the week?

a.	Tuesday

b. Thursday

c.	Friday

d. Saturday

4   Polling for India’s 2024 general election took place over what time frame?

a.	Six hours

b. Six days

c.	Six weeks

d. Six months

5   What is the minimum voting age in the United Arab Emirates?

a.	16 years old

b. 18 years old

c.	21 years old

d. 25 years old

6   In 1918, Denmark began using which voting system?

a.	First past the post

b. Proportional representation

c.	Alternative vote

d. Single transferable vote

7   In 2005, Estonia became the first country to introduce what?

a.	Internet voting

b.	Financial incentives for voting

c.	Phones in polling booths

d.	Imprisonment for not voting

8   In The Gambia, voters traditionally cast their ballots using what object?

a.	A mobile phone

b. A marble

c.	A milk bottle

d. A magnet

9   Which US state passed a law in 1997 that allowed NASA astronauts to vote in space?

a.	Texas

b. Hawaii

c.	Alaska

d. Florida

10 Russia’s 2024 presidential election saw only four candidates registered on the ballot. One of them was Vladimir Putin. Which of these people was also on the ballot?

a.	Sergey Lavrov

b. Nikolay Kharitonov

c.	Aleksandr Lukashenko

d. Alexei Navalny

The answers are here




QUIZ 1 ˙ ROUND 2

ENTERTAINMENT

DIVA FOREVER

The global entertainment market was estimated to be worth $2.9 trillion in 2024. This is so much money that if you converted every dollar into a second, it would last for 91,800 years. If you made a stack of this many one-dollar bills, it would reach four-fifths of the way to the Moon. It’s no surprise, then, that stars know their worth and can be high-maintenance. Can you work out who is responsible for these examples of sometimes challenging behaviour?

1   Elton John has admitted that in one particularly diva-ish episode in 1988, he called his record company to complain that the environment outside of his hotel was too . . . what?

a.	Overcrowded

b. Windy

c.	Polluted

d. Close to his window

2   In 2024, which Hollywood star admitted to weeing in water bottles to save the huge amount of time it would take to go to the bathroom when he’s on a film set or in the gym?

3   A rider is a list of demands by a celebrity. When asked about the most ridiculous rider on his TV show, Graham Norton revealed that an unnamed star once required nine dressing rooms, only to change their mind because they needed a tenth dressing room for what?

a.	Charging their phone

b. Their dog to sleep in

c.	Filling with flowers

d. Actually getting changed in

4   A rider published in her own memoir revealed that Grace Jones asked for two dozen of what type of shellfish to be provided, unopened, in her dressing room?

5   In a rule that’s actually about health and safety rather than ego, Van Halen require that which colour of sweets are taken out of the M&Ms asked for in their rider?

6   Samuel L. Jackson’s contracts are said to include a clause stating that he must be allowed to do which of these twice a week?

a.	Go back home

b. Play golf

c.	Drive himself to work

d. Have a spa day

7   Which star of Gavin & Stacey got into a public spat over an omelette with the owner of Balthazar restaurant in New York?

8   She might still be ‘Jenny from the Block’, but according to Dannii Minogue, Jennifer Lopez once demanded that her entire dressing room be redecorated in what colour?

9   Van Halen may have been all about health and safety with their weird colour-specific demands, but which tech billionaire was said to have discouraged SpaceX workers from wearing high-vis safety gear because he doesn’t like bright colours?

10   During his stint on Celebrity Big Brother in 2024, Louis Walsh seemingly confirmed the longstanding rumour that Mariah Carey doesn’t do . . . what?

a.	Mornings

b. Eye contact

c.	Interviews

d. Stairs

The answers are here




QUIZ 1 ˙ ROUND 3

FOOTBALL & SPORT

IF YOU’RE GOOD ENOUGH,
YOU’RE OLD ENOUGH

Gary Lineker was a youthful 18 years and 32 days old when he made his first-team debut for Leicester City. Alan Shearer can beat that, as he was 17 years and 226 days old when he made his Southampton bow. However, Micah Richards beats them both, as he was only 17 years and 121 days old when he first appeared for Manchester City. If only there was a word for arriving on the scene quickly and suddenly like this. In the meantime, how many of these questions about young stars and their precocious, prodigious and not at all annoying achievements can you answer correctly?

1   Which of these did Lamine Yamal do shortly before playing a starring role for Spain at Euro 2024?

a. Have his braces taken off

b. Pass his driving test

c. Take the Spanish version of GCSEs

d. Vote in a general election

2   Sky Brown became Great Britain’s youngest ever Olympic medallist in 2021. In which sport did she win her medal?

3   Sky Brown makes Tom Daley seem like a late-bloomer, but how many Olympics has Tom competed at since his debut at the tender age of 14?

4   In 2018, Kylian Mbappé became the second teenager to score in a men’s World Cup final, how many years after the first person to do so?

a.	20 years

b. 40 years

c.	60 years

d. 80 years

5   Swimming legend Katie Ledecky was just 15 years old when she won her first Olympic gold medal swimming with what stroke?

6   Who became the youngest winner of snooker’s UK Championship, aged 17, and then also became its oldest winner 30 years later?

7   In 1997, what was the only one of the four tennis Grand Slam singles titles that wasn’t won by a 16-year-old Martina Hingis?

8   Arsenal fans chanted ‘He’s got school in the morning!’ about which of their players during a 2022 match against Brentford, in which he became the first 15-year-old to play in the Premier League?

9   How old was Nadia Comăneci when she scored the first ever ‘Perfect 10’ in Olympic gymnastics?

10   True or false? When Luke Littler became the youngest ever PDC World Darts Champion, he beat the previous youngest ever winner in the final.

The answers are here




QUIZ 1 ˙ ROUND 4

HISTORY

HISTORY’S GREATEST MYSTERIES

The Ancient Greek writer Herodotus is often credited as ‘the father of history’. (At least, the Roman historian Cicero thought so. A century after him, Plutarch would call him ‘the father of lies’.) In The Histories, written in the fifth century bce, Herodotus, setting out to chronicle the Greco-Persian Wars, happily digresses to include wondrous reports of giant ants the size of foxes, migrations of flying snakes and and a kind of river-dwelling horse, which carries the name derived from hippos (Greek for ‘horse’) and potamós (Greek for ‘river’) to this day. Strangely, he doesn’t mention Chatham High Street once. Here are 10 questions related to some of history’s other bizarre conundrums.

1   What colour were the children who appeared, seemingly from nowhere, speaking gibberish in the village of Woolpit in Suffolk in the twelfth century?

2   The Mary Celeste was found mysteriously adrift and empty in which ocean in 1872?

a.	Atlantic

b. Pacific

c.	Indian

d. Arctic

3   The two Princes in the Tower, who disappeared in 1483, were the sons of which English king?

a.	John

b. Richard II

c.	Henry III

d. Edward IV

4   Which mountain were George Mallory and Sandy Irvine attempting to scale when they disappeared in 1924?

5   The credibility of historical accounts of the Trojan War is disputed, but the site of ancient Troy has been located in what modern-day country?
 
6   A mystery explored in the film The Vanishing, what was the occupation shared by the three men who vanished on Flannan Isle in 1900?

7   Which of the following is known about the Voynich manuscript?

a.	Who wrote it

b. The language it’s written in

c.	Where it was written

d. Where it is now

8   Which aviator went missing during her attempt to circumnavigate the world in 1937?

9   Known as the Eighth Wonder of the World, what was the name of the room in a Russian palace that was dismantled and stolen by the Nazis, but disappeared after the Second World War?

a.	The Red Room

b. The Amber Room

c.	The Green Room

d. The Gold Room

10 Etched into the earth thousands of years ago for unknown reasons, the Nazca Lines are large drawings in the Nazca Desert region of which South American country?

The answers are here




QUIZ 1 ˙ ROUND 5

Classified

MI5, MI6 OR GCHQ?

GCHQ stands for Government Communications Headquarters and its primary function is to provide intelligence and protect information. MI5, also sometimes known as the Security Service, protects the UK from internal threats, whereas MI6, or the Secret Intelligence Service (SIS), gathers intelligence from overseas. And the M6, at 232 miles, is the longest motorway in the United Kingdom, beginning near Rugby in Warwickshire and heading northwest up to Carlisle, though you’ll probably want to get off onto the toll road around Birmingham, as traffic is a nightmare. Here is a list of statements. Decide whether they apply to MI5, MI6 or GCHQ.

1   The head of this service traditionally writes in green ink.

2   In 2023, Anne Keast-Butler was appointed its first female chief.

3   The HQ contains three miles of miniature railway.

4   During the Second World War, it relocated to HM Prison Wormwood Scrubs.

5   The Girl Guides worked as secret messengers for the organization.

6   It created an official Instagram account in 2018.

7   Its Q section is responsible for technology and innovation.

8   It was officially recognized in law for the first time in 1989.

9   It launched its first TV advert in 2018 with the slogan ‘Secretly, we’re just like you’.

10 Authors Graham Greene and John le Carré both worked for this organization.

The answers are here

Skip to the next quiz




QUIZ 1 ● ANSWERS

ROUND 1. POLITICS – ELECTIONS AROUND THE WORLD

1   c. Australia. Non-attendance means a voter must pay a $20 fine.

2   c. Every five years.

3   d. Saturday. Since 1951, elections have been held on this day of the week.

4   c. Six weeks. It took place between 19 April and 1 June 2024. Around 969 million people were eligible to vote.

5   d. 25 years old. Each Emirate decides on which voters can cast their ballot in the Federal National Council elections.

6   b. Proportional representation.

7   a. Internet voting. It is used in national elections.

8   b. They place the marble into drums painted in the party colours and with an image of each candidate. As the marble drops, it rings a bell so election officials can hear if anyone tries to vote more than once.

9   a. Texas. NASA’s Johnson Space Center is located in Texas. Astronauts vote electronically, then their ballots are encrypted and transmitted back to Earth. NASA astronauts can quite literally vote all around the world.

10 b. Nikolay Kharitonov. Kharitonov ran for the Communist Party and came in second place behind Putin with 4.3% of the vote.



ROUND 2. ENTERTAINMENT: DIVA FOREVER

1   b. Windy.

2   Dwayne ‘The Rock’ Johnson. He also admitted to regularly being late, but at least he’s not wasting any time going to the toilet.

3   a. Charging their phone. He didn’t reveal who the celebrity was, but we note that Richard Osman has been on the show.

4   Oysters. She also required an oyster knife. As the rider stated, Grace does her own shucking.

5   Brown. It’s to make sure that the rider and contract have been properly read. Although the more famous this story gets, the less effective this trick becomes.

6   b. Play golf. He has at least admitted that he can be a hard taskmaster on set.

7   James Corden. He was banned from the restaurant for a while, but seems to have been allowed back after apologizing.

8   White. Everything all-white.

9   Elon Musk. Allegedly.

10 d. Stairs. Occasionally, footage of Mariah walking up or down stairs does emerge, but apparently she normally needs assistance, if not to be actually carried, when she encounters them.



ROUND 3. FOOTBALL & SPORT – IF YOU’RE GOOD ENOUGH, YOU’RE OLD ENOUGH

1   c. He found out his exam results shortly before the tournament began. He still had his braces on at the Euros. You can’t drive or vote in Spain until you turn 18. He turned 17 the day before the final of the tournament.

2   Skateboarding. She was just 13 years and 28 days old when she won a bronze medal in Tokyo.

3   Five. Every one from Beijing 2008 to Paris 2024. This is a record for a British diver.

4   c. 60 years. Pelé became the first when he scored in the 1958 final.

5   Freestyle. Or front crawl as you might call it in layman’s terms. She has gone on to win 14 Olympic medals and 26 World Championships medals, every single one of which was in freestyle events.

6   Ronnie O’Sullivan. He won his first title in 1993 and became the oldest winner in 2023.

7   The French Open. She reached the final of the French that year but never won the singles title at Stade Roland Garros.

8   Ethan Nwaneri. He was aged 15 years and 181 days at the time.

9   14. She was perfect on the uneven bars.

10 True. 17-year-old Littler won the final against Michael van Gerwen, who was a record-breaking 24 years old when he won in 2014.



ROUND 4. HISTORY – HISTORY’S GREATEST MYSTERIES

1   Green. They were green, only ate green beans and definitely really existed.

2   a. The Atlantic. It was found off the coast of the Spanish Azores. Nobody knows what happened to its crew.

3   d. Edward IV. They were Edward V and his brother Richard, Duke of York. Everyone is entitled to their opinion on what became of the two princes.

4   Mount Everest. Nobody knows for sure if they made it to the top or not before they died.

5   Turkey. Archaeologists have found what they believe to be Troy on the Turkish coast. But whether there was actually a 10-year-long conflict or a giant wooden horse can only be guessed at.

6   Lighthouse keeper. James Ducat, Thomas Marshall and Donald McArthur all vanished without a trace.

7   d. Where it is now. At least we know at time of writing that it’s being kept at the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library at Yale University. It was written by somebody, somewhere, in some kind of unknown language.

8   Amelia Earhart. She disappeared somewhere in the Pacific, along with her navigator Fred Noonan.

9   b. The Amber Room. It was taken from the Catherine Palace, outside St. Petersburg (then Leningrad) during the war.

10 Peru. AI has been able to discover more previously unknown Nazca Lines, but we’re still none the wiser as to what they’re doing there.



ROUND 5. CLASSIFIED – MI5, MI6 OR GCHQ?

1   MI6. The first chief, Sir Mansfield Cumming, wrote in green ink and the tradition has been continued ever since. Modern holders of the post use a green font on their computer.

2   GCHQ. In 1992, Dame Stella Rimington became director general of MI5. In 2025, Blaise Metreweli was appointed head of MI6.

3   MI5. Thames House, the headquarters of MI5, contains a miniature railway to securely transport documents internally.

4   MI5. The service moved to Wormwood Scrubs as there wasn’t enough office space available in London for its rapidly expanding staff.



5   MI5. Girl Guides were employed to carry secret messages during the First World War. They were chosen as they were more reliable than the noisy and feckless Scouts.

6   GCHQ. Its first post was an image of a perimeter fence with a ‘No photography’ sign. MI5 joined Instagram in 2021.

7   MI6. The real-life Q branch is part of MI6.

8   MI5. The Security Service Act 1989 officially recognized that MI5 existed. MI6 and GCHQ weren’t formally acknowledged until 1994.

9   MI6. The advert showed a mother and child watching sharks in an aquarium.

10 MI6. John le Carré also previously worked for MI5. The two became friends but fell out over their opinions on notorious spy, Kim Philby.




QUIZ 2

THE DREADED B-WORD, CELEBRITY FEUDS, PREMIER LEAGUE LEGENDS, 1066 AND SPIES AND LIES
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