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To dad and mum,

you always taught me to dream.

To the I Change Nations global family,

thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve you.
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HRH King Okogyeman Kobina Amissah I

Founder of iChange Nations & Godfather of the World Civility Movement

I would like to start by remembering the people I have met in my journey. I remember going to Lusaka, Zambia to honour President Kenneth Kaunda. Whilst seated in his lounge and at 94 years old, he ran down the stairs with his white handkerchief coming to meet us. During our encounter, I asked him, “What is the key to the world?” He replied, “Young man, it is peace. And peace is priceless... You are a great man.” 
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When you hear these words coming from this great man, it is humbling. There is a general rule which is: no person becomes great by himself or herself. Nobody wins alone. So, at the start of this acknowledgements, I would like to express my sincere thanks to the people who have taken this long walk to the throne with me. Special thanks to my wife Mrs Mary Alice Rivers for her tireless sacrifice of being without whenever I am on my national and international engagements. My wife has supported me 100 percent in what I am doing. All I can say is nothing is possible without my wife.  
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Dr Robin Lococo has been an administrator for me over 25 years. She has been through the good, the bad, the ugly, and the indifference. She has never turned away. She has always been on course. When you first start out, it with sticks and stones. With sticks and stones, we built I Change Nations Global house. 

When I Change Nations took an educational twist, Dr Michal Pitzl came in as Chancellor and put her money where her mouth was. She has built a phenomenal institution and without her, the United Graduate College and Seminary International would not be existing today. 

Then, Dr Donni Pitzl carried the ball when everything turned a different way and carried us along the way. 

My sister Stephanie Anne Rivers. She was a pillar in my whole life. Then, my dad and mother. They always taught me to dream. They always stood behind in whatever I did. I am grateful for their lives and the legacy to dream they left in me. 

Then, the international I Change Nations Family. I am grateful for having worked with the best people in the world. They are all priceless to me. I would like to give distinguish recognition to President Pierre Nkurunziza, his wife Denise Nkurunziza, and the rest of his family.  Special thanks to Dr Albert Nasasagare who taught me how to be diplomatic. 

I am forever indebted to these and all the people I have met on my long walk to the throne for the contributions they have made in my life. 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Introduction

[image: ]


[image: A person in a suit

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]

Professor Patrick Businge

Founder of Greatness University

Thank you, Greatness University, for giving me the opportunity to introduce this book on the journey that HRH King Okogyeman Kobina Amissah I (also known as Sir Clyde Rivers) has taken to his throne in Kuotukwa Kingdom in Ghana. As you turn over the pages of this legacy book, you will discover his royal greatness that is rooted in his divine calling and his civility humanitarianism that continue to kindle the hearts and minds of those who encounter him. It is my hope that as you read this book, you will not just go through the chapters but grow. In doing so, you will learn from his life so that you become a human being who manifests civility and royalty. 

In the first Chapter of this book, you will learn about Africa: the ancestral home of Sir Okogyeman Kobina Amissah I. You will also discover the long walk to slavery that the ancestors of Sir Clyde Rivers took from the interior of Africa through the stormy waters of the Atlantic Ocean to the plantations in America. Reflecting on the experiences of slavery, you will discover how HRH Sir Clyde Rivers discovered his greatness and what he meant in saying: “In this long walk to the throne, it is vital understand that one of my ancestors came to America in a boat and I fly back to Africa in a plane in a seat. This is a major paradigm shift and adjustment. In this long walk to the throne, I did not experience what my ancestors experienced.” 

After this historical background, Chapter 2 offers a reflection on Sir Clyde River’s divine mission. We will reflect on how Sir Clyde Rivers’ coming from America to Africa was not controlled by human beings but a mission ordained by God. He has made a joyful journey to Africa as a humble servant and steward of God. 

The third chapter maps out what the 30 year long walk that Sir Clyde Rivers has made to the throne has entailed.  You will discover the various walks he has taken as a Dean at UGCSI, Ambassador at Large for Burundi, Global Chairman for OPAD, Golden Rule Ambassador, Godfather of World Civility, and Founder of I Change Nations. 

The final Chapter of this book titled You Walked with Me recognizes some of the people who have walked with Sir Clyde Rivers. Without going through a very long list, three people are used as examples to illustrate his message. These include H.E. President Pierre Nkurunziza, Dr Myles Monroe, and Professor Albert Nasasagare. 

This book ends with a brief reflection on the legacy of greatness that Sir Clyde Rivers has created. Greatness University theorises legacy as not what we leave with people when we are gone but what we live in them. As you read this book, you will discover that Sir Clyde River’s legacy lies in his selfless service. He is a Selfless Servant Leader who is not in love with power but in love with humanity. His legacy as a leader does not lie in his desire to lead others with authority but in his ability to serve others in a selfless way. 

The famous Theologian St. Augustine wrote, ‘If you should ask me what the ways of God are, I would tell you that the first is humility, the second is humility, and the third is humility. Not that there are no other precepts to give, but if humility does not precede all that we do, our efforts are fruitless.’ As you read this book on the long walk to the throne, you will experience Sir Clyde Rivers as a man of great humility. Humility is one of his ways to serve as a Dean at the UGCSI, as Ambassador at Large for Burundi, as a Global Chairman of OPAD, as Golden Rule Ambassador, as Godfather of world Civility, as Founder of I Change Nations, and now as a King of Development in Ghana. Sir Clyde Rivers does not only teach with his words but also with his life. This is what makes him one of the World’s Greatest Civility Humanitarian. 

Following in the footsteps of the great son of Africa Nelson Mandela who said, ‘Education is the most powerful weapon that you can use to change the world;’ Sir Clyde Rivers has used education in form of training and mentoring to create a legacy of service, civility, and royalty. This legacy is being passed on to individuals
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	President Yoweri Museveni, of Uganda – Honored for his great leadership in establishing and maintaining peace in his country;

	First Lady, Janet Museveni, of Uganda – Honored for the AIDS awareness policy ABC (Abstinence, Birth Control, and Contraception) an ever-present battle for the health of their people;

	Vice President of Kenya, Kalonzo Musyoka Honored for his efforts in the peace making process for Kenya, Sudan and Burundi;

	President Pierre Nkurunziza, of Republic of Burundi – Honored for his efforts to bring peace to a 12-year civil war between the two major tribes in his country;

	First Lady Denise Nkurunziza, Republic of Burundi Honored for her efforts to bring a better life to the people of her country;

	Former President Olusegun Obasanjo, of Nigeria – Honored for the Anticorruption policies he implemented in Nigeria;

	First Lady Maria de Luz Guebuza, of Republic of Mozambique – Honored for her humanitarian efforts for the youth and women of her country as well as bringing AIDS awareness programs;

	Former President Wolde Giorgis, of Ethiopia – Honored for his efforts to build a better environment in his country;

	Dr. Vanda Pignato – Former 1st Lady of El Salvador, was honored for her tireless efforts in protecting for women’s rights in the Republic of El Salvador;

	Dr. Kenneth David Kaunda – Former President of Zambia, was honored for his life’s work to establish peace in Zambia and on the continent of Africa.
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Professor Albert Nasasagare 
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