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            From the early dawn of his writing journey, Tajudeen has treated every theme with reverence. His language is not ornamental but organic — it grows like roots in the soil of experience, drawing nourishment from truth, empathy, and cosmic wonder. His art lies in transforming ordinary perception into luminous insight, where a raindrop becomes a sermon, a sigh becomes a philosophy, and silence becomes scripture.
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Poetry, in its truest and most primordial state, is not merely an arrangement of rhythmic syllables; it is the physical architecture of the human soul attempting to trace the hidden, precious Absolutes of our shared cosmic existence. In the vast and often turbulent landscape of contemporary literature, the verses of Tajudeen Shah emerge not as fleeting whispers, but as profound, foundational monuments of empathy, philosophy, and unyielding truth.

This anthology stands as a deliberate, conscious sanctuary against the frantic, fragmented momentum of our modern era. Within these pages, Shah confronts the severe structural fractures of our world—the artificial borders that slice humanity into isolated factions, the ecological degradation of a pristine earth, and the tragic isolation of a younger generation left to navigate an ocean of systemic insecurities. Yet, where an ordinary observer might see only despair, Shah’s eye uncovers a divine, underlying mosaic. Whether tracing the sacred alchemy of a mother’s spiced broth turning suffering into brilliant crystals of love, or warning civil societies that the mechanical violence of a bullet must never cross paths with the universal marvel of the human brain, these poems consistently pull the reader back toward a higher moral baseline.

The unique necessity of this specific, Elaborated Version arises from a deep respect for the architectural complexity woven into these texts. True poetry requires a rhythmic deceleration—what we call the structural "snail-slide"—demanding that we stop rushing through the lines and instead pause to breathe inside them. By pairing each raw poem with an exhaustive, multi-layered framework of deep thematic dissection, structural pacing analysis, and targeted guidance for parents and educators, this book transcends the boundaries of a traditional collection. It transforms into an active, living curriculum for the heart.

— The Editor
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​DEDICATION
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​For the architects of the written word, the guardians of cultural memory, and the guides who illuminate the horizons of human consciousness.

​To the vast, interconnected world of literature and the immortal minds of antiquity who laid the foundational stones of human language: we offer this work in deep humility to the enduring spirits of the past whose creative fires still burn across the centuries. From the classical philosophy and epic dramas of the Greek and Italian traditions, to the structured brilliance of the British, European, and American canons, your legacy remains our collective compass. We honor the profound, ancient reservoirs of the Chinese, Indian, and broader Asian literary treasures, alongside the vibrant, rhythmic, and soulful oral and written tapestries of African traditions. The magnificent adornments of your diverse literary forms—your epics, sonnets, ghazals, and prose—have deeply penetrated into world literature and cultures, proving that while our languages are many, the human heart speaks but one universal tongue.

​To the present world excitement of literature, where contemporary voices continue to push boundaries, cross borders, and reinvent forms, this text is a tribute to the living, breathing evolution of global storytelling. You remind us that literature is not a stagnant archive, but an active, electric, and beautiful dialogue spanning across every continent and ocean.

​To the foundational institutions and professionals who steward this living knowledge—the dedicated libraries that serve as cathedrals of human thought, the forward-thinking syllabus planning professionals who map out the intellectual journeys of tomorrow, and the parents and educators who kneel beside the young to cultivate their first sparks of curiosity: this elaborated volume is built as a toolkit and a sanctuary for your vital work.

​Most profoundly, this endeavor is dedicated to my respected professors, who masterfully unraveled before me the epic story of language, the rigorous analytical depths of literary criticism, the timeless human complexities of Shakespearean plays, and the ethereal beauty of poetry across all forms of literature. You did not merely teach the art of text; you decoded the very science of language—illuminating the intricacies of phonetics, the physiological marvel of the speech mechanism, and the deep cognitive structures that allow sound to transform into meaning. I owe this work, and all my lifelong lexical endeavors, entirely to your brilliant guidance. May God bless you and keep you rightly connected to that divine, supreme consciousness which expands our understanding and leads humanity toward the ultimate, extreme observable horizons of the universe.

Invitation to the Readers section.

​WHY AN ELABORATED VERSION OF THE ANTHOLOGY

The original Nineteen Poems Anthology was conceived as a compact mirror of human experience — a poetic reflection of conscience, compassion, and cosmic awareness. Yet, as time unfolded and the world’s pulse grew more complex, the need arose to revisit those verses with deeper insight and deliberate refinement. Thus emerged the Elaborated Version — not as a mere expansion, but as a thoughtful evolution of the original spirit.

Every poem has been gently re-examined, its rhythm polished, its imagery enriched, and its message elevated. Words were not replaced for ornamentation but for resonance — each syllable chosen to breathe more life into the verse, to make the reader pause, reflect, and feel. The additions are subtle, almost imperceptible, yet they transform the reading experience from casual observation to profound engagement.

This elaboration is not an act of rewriting; it is an act of listening — to the silent spaces between lines, to the emotions that linger after the final word. The anthology now invites readers to traverse its pages slowly, as one would glide through a healing ritual. The reading is meant to be soothing, deliberate, and rejuvenating, much like the gentle touch of snail slime used in modern beauty therapy — removing scars, smoothing the surface, restoring glow, and delaying the signs of aging. In the same way, these poems aim to cleanse the reader’s inner landscape, to soften the hardened edges of thought, and to renew the glow of awareness.

The elaborated version also introduces critical analysis and appreciation for each poem — a scholarly yet heartfelt dialogue between poet and reader. These reflections are not academic commentaries but meditative explorations that reveal the philosophical, psychological, and social layers embedded in the verses. They serve as bridges between emotion and intellect, between art and understanding.

Through this approach, the anthology becomes more than a collection of poems; it becomes a living document of consciousness — a space where poetry meets inquiry, and imagination meets truth. The analyses aim to build authentic adherence among readers, encouraging them to engage with the work as serious literature rather than fleeting entertainment. Each poem now stands as both art and argument — a lyrical expression supported by thoughtful reasoning.

In essence, the elaborated version is a gesture of respect — toward the reader, the craft, and the timeless dialogue between humanity and the universe. It acknowledges that poetry, like life, is never static; it grows, heals, and transforms. The poet’s responsibility is not merely to write but to refine, to revisit, and to ensure that every word continues to serve its purpose in the evolving consciousness of humankind.

​This edition therefore invites readers to experience poetry as a journey of restoration — where beauty is not superficial, but spiritual; where rhythm is not mechanical, but meditative; and where meaning is not confined to the page, but expands into the reader’s own awareness.

​The elaboration is our offering — a renewed mirror polished with sincerity, scholarship, and soul. It stands as proof that art, when revisited with compassion and clarity, can heal not only the scars of language but the wounds of existence itself.
​
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​1. WHY BLAME THE CHILDREN

Why blame the Children,

Who is not familiar with

The peaceful ways of life you lived, 

Who is not fed with

The pure and healthy food

You had in older days,

Who is now exposed to

Toxic air and a damaged nature,

Who is being surrounded

By many a dangerous temptation,

To whom is the quietness strange,

Of close relations, owing to a life

So rushed and deeply restless,

Who is distant in many ways

Because of endless insecurities.

Let us consider them with care,

To make them believe in themselves!

Comprehensive Analysis: Poem I

​1.Deep Dissection of Theme & Meaning

​The Collective Singular Archetype: The foundational philosophy of this piece relies on the intentional choice to treat the youth as a single, collective soul frame through the phrasing "Who is" rather than "Who are." This shifts the conversation away from isolated instances of youthful misbehavior and frames the entire younger generation as a unified family sharing a single, inherited burden.

​The Protective Crust of Distance: When the poem observes that children are "distant in many ways / Because of endless insecurities," it provides a vital diagnostic map of the youthful mind. Apathy and distance are rarely a lack of feeling; rather, they function as a defensive shield. Faced with an overwhelming world, a child uses an outward display of indifference to safeguard a fragile interior universe.

​The Loss of Primordial Vitality: The text tracks a tragic descent from ancestral purity to modern fragmentation across three distinct zones: physical nutrition ("pure and healthy food"), ecological health ("toxic air"), and relational stability ("deeply restless" life). The children are depicted as spiritually and physically starved of the earth’s uncorrupted, original rhythms.

​​2. Architectural Analysis & Pacing

​The Incline of Indictment: The structure relies on a rhythmic, repetitive staircase. Each stanza opens with the words "Who is," creating a steady accumulation of pressure. This structural repetition acts as an emotional mirror, forcing the adult reader to confront one environmental or social failure after another without looking away.

​The Snail-Slide Resolution: The poem’s movement slows down dramatically at the final couplet. By transitioning away from the rapid listing of societal failures, the physical lines lengthen and widen. This deceleration demands that the reader take a deeper, slower breath, perfectly matching the transition from a state of social anxiety to one of quiet, parental contemplation.

​3.The Extended Concluding Statement

​The poem reaches its emotional climax in the final imperative:

​"Let us consider them with care, / To make them believe in themselves!"

​This conclusion is a profound therapeutic shift. To "consider them with care" demands that adults move past superficial judgment and invest deep, meditative attention into understanding the struggles of youth. The ultimate goal of the poem is not to bend the next generation into obedience through force, but to reconstruct a stabilizing environment where their intrinsic self-belief can naturally take root and flourish.

​​4. Visionary Inputs & Legacy Value

​An Educational Guide for Empathy: For schools and communities, this poem serves as an extraordinary tool for transforming adult-youth relationships. It challenges educators to look beyond classroom behavior and address the underlying systemic anxieties (toxic environments, fragmented relationships) that shape modern student performance.

​A Parent's Compass: The piece leaves a lasting legacy for households by changing how families interpret a child's retreat into silence. By identifying distance as a symptom of insecurity, it guides parents to offer unconditional protection and stability rather than defensive criticism, building homes anchored in mutual trust. 


​2. APPLE VS BULLET

Millions of apples dropped,

For ages in the courtyards of history.   

Man gathered, ate, and preserved them,

Believing they could substitute for doctors.

The theory of gravity could escape

The dark fortress of ignorance,

Only when a single apple fell

In front of Sir Isaac Newton!

Many political and social systems

Must receive such knocks to shake off

Their dark, obsolete notions,

And welcome new social orders.

The weight and speed of a bullet

Should never meet a human brain!

Comprehensive Analysis: Poem II

​1. Deep Dissection of Theme & Meaning

​The Gentle Awakening: Pacific Clay sets up a brilliant contrast between two physical objects hitting our world: an apple and a bullet. The falling apple represents nature, health, and quiet observation. When it crossed the path of Sir Isaac Newton, it allowed human intellect to escape the dark fortress of ignorance. The poem establishes that true human advancement occurs through gentle insights, not through aggressive enforcement.

​The Shaking of Obsolete Systems: The third stanza expands this law to macrocosmic human societies. Just like individuals, massive political and social structures can become paralyzed by obsolete notions (outdated and harmful traditions). The poem notes that civilizations often require sudden, intellectual "knocks"—profound shifts in perspective—to clear away corrupt architectures and welcome fairer social orders.

​​2. Architectural Analysis & Pacing

​The Rhythmic Compression: The poem relies on highly uniform, balanced stanzas that mirror the predictable laws of physical science. The use of traditional, dignified terms such as courtyards, substitute, and fortress sets a measured, stately reading velocity.

​The Sudden Final Shock: The structural rhythm undergoes a sudden change in the final two lines. The language strips away all historical and scientific decoration to deliver a direct, unyielding physical statement. The abruptness of this structural shift causes a sharp pause, forcing the reader to physically absorb the violent contrast between the slow drop of an apple and the lethal trajectory of a bullet.

​3. The Extended Concluding Statement

​The piece concludes with an absolute, unforgettable boundary line:

​"The weight and speed of a bullet / Should never meet a human brain!"

​By selecting the word "weight" over the dry scientific term mass, the line gains an emotional gravity. The human brain is celebrated as the universe's most magnificent achievement—the home of imagination, philosophy, and love. The conclusion serves as a timeless plea for peace, warning humanity that violence can never generate an idea or resolve a societal crisis; it can only terminate the very instrument designed to think us forward.

​4. Visionary Inputs & Legacy Value

​Shifting the Historical Lens for Students: In a world where textbooks often measure historical progress by the boundaries of wars and
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