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Author’s Note


If we taught children to speak, they’d never learn.

—WILLIAM HULL



Thirty or forty years ago, I read this quote. It stuck with me because I believe we often learn best through imitation. In many of my books I have advised that mimicry is prerequisite to creativity. It’s wonderfully effective to imitate, copy, or trace what others have done in order to develop one’s own tools for drawing before attempting to produce something original.

Anyone who is attracted to the Draw 50 books has probably been interested in drawing to begin with and likely has been drawing for some time. The Draw 50s provide a method, a method of conceiving, observing, developing, constructing, improving, and finishing a subject.

I started “drawing 50” more than thirty years ago with Draw 50 Animals. Now, there are twenty-seven titles in the Draw 50 series, and each of them walks you through a step-by-step way to draw a particular subject from boats to beasties to cats to dinosaurs. The Draw 50 Way brings together some of my favorite drawings from these books, so you can get a sense of how to draw anything from a cow to a Viking ship. You’ll notice that each drawing here is identified by the subject and by the Draw 50 book it came from, so if you find yourself wanting more, you’ll know where to look.

I hope you will enjoy drawing as much as I have for the past eighty years!

LEE J. AMES, BTG
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