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      “Tales and legends of the wee folk, or little people, are numerous around the world. At times they are reportedly meddlesome, but always very mysterious. Through her extensive research into the subject matter, Susan Martinez, Ph.D., establishes the little people as the progenitor of civilization and one of the ancestors of the people of today.”
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        Note to Reader
      

      Most damaging to the study of history was the deification of the little people. This sort of development actually has a name: 
euhemerism, wherein mortals (usually the ancestors) were converted, over time, into beings of the Other World—gods and spirits. I have bolded all such names and words throughout the book, so the reader can follow this theme.

      I am also using shorthand for time counts: “BP” means “years before present.”

    

  
    
      Preface

      It is only within recent time, relatively speaking, that we have begun to understand the high civilizations of antiquity. Yet, as historians have long noted, they seem to have sprung up suddenly and without precedent. What then lies behind the greatness of the Maya, Inca, Egyptians, Sumerians? Eighty years have elapsed since George C. Vaillant said:

      The great civilizations of the Aztecs and the Mayas are like flowers, but of the stalk, which bore them and gave them nutriment, we have scant knowledge. Who knows what discovery awaits us that may alter our entire conception of the unfolding of Middle American civilization?1

      That missing discovery—especially for those who believe in the Original Unity of mankind—will account not only for the Maya of Mexico, but for all the high cultures of the hidden past, all over the world.

      In most of those mysterious high cultures, it is little people whom we will find behind the scenes—yet, there is no literature on them; one has to paste together their story from bits and pieces, a thousand fragments. In tackling this much-neglected subject it is my aim to identify Homo sapiens pygmaeus as that lost race that brought humanity to the heights, not only of its material culture, but also of its spiritual potential. You may wonder why you have not heard of them before. Well, they are below the radar for a number of reasons:

      
        	They are extinct.

        	They were endogamous, reclusive, keeping their habitation, writing, and rites secret. And they were, in time, driven off to some of the most remote parts of the world.

        	They were deified out of existence (see below).

        	Cremation burials, general to the Bronze Age, are sometimes found without weapons; this is a sign of the peaceful little people. The Wisconsin and Tennessee mounds, for instance, “afford ample evidence of cremation,”2 as do crematoriums found at North American mound sites such as Davenport or Hopewell. Nevertheless, in Tennessee, are also found extensive “pigmy graveyards.” The high civilizations of North America were in general cremators, therefore leaving no fossils. Mexico’s Teotihuacan culture burned the dead. The Cocle of Panama cremated in urns. The “delicately built” fossil men of Australia at Lake Mungo also cremated.

        	Finally, the little people upset the charter myths of both biblical and evolutionary schemes (Christianity and Science), and perhaps for this reason archaeologists sometimes don’t bother to note the height of skeletons. The swarthy little people (Negritos), frets M. Stewart, have been airbrushed from history, those in Australia expunged from popular memory, suggesting “an indecent concurrence between scholarly and political interests.”3

      

      
        Body size . . . has been overlooked by physical anthropologists.
      

      W. E. LE GROS CLARK,

THE FOSSIL EVIDENCE 
FOR HUMAN EVOLUTION

      But:

      
        Civilizations rarely die without leaving any trace.
      

      GEORGES ROUX, ANCIENT
IRAQ
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      Fig. P.1. Anthropologist Joseph Birdsell standing with a twenty-four-year-old Australian aborigine of the Kongkandji tribe. The Australian pygmies, charges one online critic, a Mr. Stewart, have been totally obliterated from public memory. even when they are listed in tribal studies, not a word about their stature is mentioned.

      Thus, in today’s world, “we may look upon the Andamanese, the Aetas, and the Semangs [Negritos], as living fossils; and by their aid, conjecture the condition of the whole population of the land in ancient times.”4

      Many of our clues to the past do indeed come from living societies with keen memory of the Ancestor. Among some Slavic peoples, for example, their forebears are remembered as tiny, about the size of a six-year-old. They were called “Grandfather.” In other parts of Europe they are remembered simply as the “Old Ones.”

      Anyone can have a brush with the little men, as did Loren Eiseley, anthropologist-raconteur, who happened to come across a diminutive mummy at a “bone camp” in the American West. After declining the pleasure of purchasing said mummy, Eiseley went on to muse: “I never expected . . . to live to hear my little man ascribed an extraplanetary origin,” as books were then coming out on flying saucers and such. “There is a story back of him, it is true,” Eiseley reckoned, “but it is a history of this earth.”5

      Very much the history of this Earth—indeed, a lost history that corroborates the Original Unity of mankind. Ours will be a journey back in time, as far back as 24,000 years, before the “Tower of Babel,” here introducing Panology—the study of the Flood and the lost lands of Pacifica, herein called Pan. “The Sumerians like the Hebrews . . . believed in the existence of a universal speech prior to the period of the confusion of languages.”6 This speech is the common language of Pan, called “Panic,” whose vocabulary we will explore at length.

      God said: Now the world was of one language and one speech; in all the places . . . they spoke alike, person to person.

      OAHSPE, THE LORD'S FIRST BOOK 1:74

      Back, back, back we go—to a time in history that is not about heroes and conquerors, kings and despots, but about the first civilizers and holy men—the sacred tribes who were saved from the Flood, a people no taller than three and a half feet in height. Not “dwarfs,” for they were perfectly proportioned and remembered in aftertime as a delightfully handsome and splendidly refined race.

      
[image: image]

      Fig. P.2. Sakai Negritos of Perak, Malaysia

      Their mixed descendants today reside mostly in isolated mountains, jungles, and islands. They are the living remnant of the little people, and they have been around longer than we have. They are called, for the most part, Negritos and Negrillos—the Aeta, Batek, Andamanese, Bushmen, Twa, Vedda, Semang, Sakai, and so forth.

      
        By the time we get even to the thirteenth century, the fairies had been euhemerized.
      

      KATHARINE BRIGGS, THE 
VANISHING PEOPLE

      The Flemish little people, for example, seemed so strange that “they became changed in the imagination of the dreamy Germans into mysterious beings, a kind of ghosts or gods.”7 Another example: “In the beginning,” says Iroquois myth, “there was only the primordial waters. . . . The Ongwe lived in the heavens.” Ah, but the Ongwe (First Indians) lived right here on Earth.

      Indeed, Manetho thought that all the gods of Egypt had once been mortals who lived on Earth. Just as the powers of nature were often deified, so were the ancestors. In general, that which befell before living memory tends to be attributed to the supernaturals. Even some of our modern, dominant religions can barely distinguish between God, prophet, and Creator—and even scholars have made gods of the little people! Andrew Lang, for example, discussing the “pygmy theory,” concluded that the “inhabitants of the sidhes (see chapter 7) were not a real dwarfish race. . . . [but] a lingering memory of the chthonian beings, chthonian meaning gods or spirits of the Underworld.”

    

  
    
      CHAPTER 1

      The Old Ones

      
        THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE LITTLE PEOPLE

        The day after Christmas in 2004, a gigantic tsunami broke over the coast of northwestern Sumatra following a 9.0 earthquake that violently lifted the floor of the Indian Ocean. Spreading in all directions, the energy released by the quake was the equivalent of 10,000 atomic bombs. The deadliest tsunami in recorded history, the 2004 disaster inundated coastal communities, from Indonesia to Somalia, with waves up to 100 feet high. Estimated death toll hovered around 200,000 human beings. Some reports claimed that no animals lost their lives to the great Indian Ocean Earthquake of 2004: one can almost believe that the animal kingdom is hardwired with some sort of early warning system, alerting them to imminent danger in the rumblings of Mother Earth.

        The human kingdom, however, is not so well equipped, or so it seems; even after Sumatra was hit early in the morning, reluctant tourist industries, “diplomatic protocol,” and assorted dilatory responses left little time for at-risk communities to head for the hills. Nevertheless, the Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre dispatched timely advisories to many countries in the path of the deluge. The only problem: many islands in the Indian Ocean are not connected to the Centre. This is especially true of the small and isolated areas of insular Southeast Asia, which we sometimes refer to as Sundaland. Some of these island nations were the worst hit. No body count was possible in places like North Sentinel Island—a pancake-flat land, conceivably the most isolated place on Earth. The coastal villagers of the Nicobars also suffered major losses, “if not near extinction”—at least half of their population was engulfed.

        And yes, numerous of these insular groups are (or were) of Negrito stock, designating the race of brown-skinned, pint-size folk—hunters, gatherers, simple horticulturalists, among the last of Earth’s Paleolithic (Old Stone Age) tribes, some believed to have inhabited those distant isles as long ago as 60,000 years. The tsunami decimated the little Andaman people of the Bay of Bengal; almost all of the inhabitants drowned or went missing after the Boxing Day disaster. Reports are scant: Did the tsunami wipe out the last of these little people—already decimated by nineteenth-century smallpox? Indeed, whole tribes of Andamanese Negritos perished; earlier rogue waves having long since devastated the aboriginal inhabitants of low lying islands, wiping out anyone not living upland or in tree huts or caves. Whole colonies of the little people have gone missing in Ceylon as well.

      

      
        THE ISLAND OF FLORES

        The Earth gives and the Earth takes away. Philosophically stirring, in the same year (2004) that so many of Earth’s wee people were swept away, a media sensation erupted, centered on the little people in the Indonesian arc of that tsunami, between Bali and Timor. Here lies the island of Flores, where a discovery of tiny human skeletons was made in the Liang Bua Grotto. Dubbed “hobbit” (officially Homo floresiensis), these little men and women had been remarkably skilled hunters, despite being very small-brained. Experts who examined these finds called them “totally unexpected,” a scientific event of seismic proportions. After all, this exceptionally primitive creature—long-armed, chinless, weighing hardly more than fifty pounds—was (supposedly) “completely new to science.” But not really: Dutch anthropologists fifty years before, in 1955, had found on Flores six skeletons of the very same type!1 Besides, there are (or were?)2 Negritos on Flores!

        Here, simply, was one type of Homo sapiens pygmaeus: the little people.

        But how could this small-brained hobbit have lived on Flores as recently as 13,000 years ago, if all the primitive versions of Homo sapiens were supposed to be gone from the Earth, extinct, at least 28,000 years ago? Something was amiss in the “evolutionary” scheme of things.

        A bit over three feet in height and well proportioned, this little Flores man who hunted Komodo dragons had an extraordinary mixture of primitive and advanced traits. To a point, he resembled Homo erectus, one of the early, rough-hewn, hominids; but hobbit is way too recent and his stone tools too “sophisticated.” We will, further on, take a closer look at these all-important mixings, for they are the pith of man’s ascent—and key to the genesis of humankind.

        Indulging in a hearty round of back-slapping, scientists involved in the hobbit discovery saw their find as “spectacular,” “astonishing,”*1 claiming it to be “the smallest human species ever discovered.” Not true, as we will soon see. Invoking the spirit of Charles Darwin, one celebrated paleontologist boasted, “This is a splendid example of evolution.” Is it? Or is it devolution? Or is it neither? Hobbit man triggered a heated scientific shoot-out centered on his origins and the ultimate question—why is he so small? In a pose of scientific humility, another member of the hobbit team allowed, “This find shows us how much we still have to learn about human evolution.”3

        Or—unlearn . . .

      

      
        A GENTLE VOICE

        And what about human nature? Humankind, opined the learned anthropologist Ashley Montagu, during a 1946 interview with Albert Einstein, was not innately aggressive; “There was no such thing as a drive toward destruction . . . as Freud had postulated. . . . Indeed, human beings had no instincts at all.” Though I completely agree with Montagu on this point, Einstein begged to differ, recalling Freud’s personal reply to him, to the effect that man is incapable of suppressing his aggressive tendencies; but with this codicil: “In some happy corners of the earth, they say . . . there flourish races whose lives go gently by, unknowing of aggression. . . . This I can hardly credit; I would like further details about these happy folk.”

        As far as Montagu was concerned, Freud had not done his homework: “The details were available in Freud’s day for the Australian aboriginies, the Veddas of Ceylon, the Hopi and Zuni, the Pygmies of the Congo. Many such gentle, unwarlike peoples do exist.”4

        Interesting that Montagu should have cited the Veddas (“a kind and affectionate people,” according to the Victorian prehistorian John Lubbock), as well as the pygmies and aborigines, for in each of these places can be found the little people, short of stature: Homo sapiens pygmaeus; while in America, the missions called the Hopi “The Little People of Peace.” The Pygmaioi of ancient Greece all loved to show kindliness, according to early mythographers. Ditto in Scotland where the fairies are “The People of Peace,” and in Africa, where the pygmies are known to be a “gentle, peaceful people”—Armand de Quatrefages, in The Pygmies, recalls the “gentleness of their voice”; and in southern Africa, where the Bushmen (San) call themselves zhu twa si, “the harmless people,” and “speak very softly,” rather like the Scand Ellefolk (four feet tall) whose voices, legendarily, are mellow and gentle.

        Colin Turnbull thought the pygmy world was one that is “still kind and good . . . and without evil.”5

        God said: I preserved the thin race [H. pygmaeus] to be without evil, as the foundation of my light, from whom I could reach forth to the tribes of darkness.

        OAHSPE, BOOK OF APH 4:1

        The little Menehune of Hawaii had “friendly eyes.” Many of the Filipino Negritos are on the “shy” side. The Semang Negrito of Malaysia is said to be a modest soul: “his gaiety is restrained and muted. . . . The Semang are by no means warlike,” observed Father Paul Schebesta, adding that their “psychological attitude . . . makes them unfit for war. . . . Even during the time of persecution by the Malays, nothing is known of any resistance by the Semang; they protected themselves by flight.”6

        All the little people were originally nonresistants, which helps to explain the absence of weapons in those Bronze Age burials.

        Worldwide folklore gives us tales of diminutive people who merge (euhemistically) into the gentle and fairylike denizens of Nature’s hidden niches. The Eskimo describe silam inua*2 (“soul of the universe”) as “a gentle voice, like a woman.”7 This is quite analogous to the ancestral Sri Vede of India, the mild and merciful little people, “that is, the sacred tribes,” wrote Vernon Wobschall who “were called Sri-vede-iyi, People of the true light; they were womanlike. In other words, the spiritual aspect is feminine, meaning, the Ihins*2 were a feminine race, receptive to spiritual teachings.”8 Various languages have the Tahitian Hina as First Woman and all-good wife of Creator (hina is a variant of ihin).

        Known as “the Good People,” Europe’s fairy folk sometimes help householders with their chores, though their own abode is at retired spots, perceived as “gentle” places, softly haunted. For the Irish, these habitués are called the Sidhe or the Daoine Shi, which (Gaelic) translates as “Men of Peace.” Here in Ireland, the legendary home of the little grogachs, Clough-na-murry, is said to be a “gentle place.”

        Of the Welsh fairies, it was said that their beauty was equaled only by their courtesy and affability. French fées, say the peasantry, were “altogether most kind and obliging.” On the Baltic Isle of Rugen, inhabitants remember the little underground people (the White Dwarfs) as the most delicate and beautiful of all human beings, and of an innocent and gentle disposition.

        Across the sea, the Mandan Indians on the Great Plains of North America impressed nineteenth-century travelers as “mild and sweet,” a particularly gracious people, possessed of “moral superiority . . . and a mild expression of countenance not usually seen among Indians . . . They were noted for their virtue.”9 And when we meet them again we will find their customs and characteristics akin to the little people.

        Among the Cherokee, the Nunnehi, the “Little People,” are well remembered. These gentle and minute forest-dwellers, the Cherokee storyteller will recount with muted awe, are “here to teach lessons about living in harmony with nature and with others.” Like the fairy folk of the Irish, “with their immaterial charm,”10 the Nunnehi happily help out in a jam and take care of corn crops while the farmers sleep. The Nunnehi (and the related Yunwi Tsusdi) inhabited the scenic wilds of the Great Smokey Mountains, time out of mind, long before the arrival of the tall Cherokees. These elflike beings—moon-eyed, with white skins, bearded faces, and blue eyes—were sometimes seen firsthand by the Cherokee, but more often, only their distant drums could be heard. They were “kind to lost ones,” especially to Cherokee children who, at age seven, would stand at the same height as a full-grown Nunnehi or Yunwi.

      

      
        CONNECT THE DOTS

        In 1828, ten years before the infamous Exile of the Eastern Cherokee (the Trail of Tears, a calamity the prescient little people had foretold), Tennessee newspapers began reporting the discovery of remarkable burial grounds in both Sparta and White counties. “Very little people,” according to a later account in Harper’s Magazine (July, 1869), “had been deposited in coffins of stone . . . the bones were strong and well set, and the whole frames were well formed.” Then, Smith County joined the controversy, with more finds of well-formed skeletons measuring three feet in length.

        In light of these unusual burials (found almost two hundred years before the touted “hobbit” of Java), isn’t it time for archaeologists and folklorists to get together and connect the dots? For we have every reason to believe it was the remains of the early moundbuilders whom they found in those southern tombs. Yet these diminutive sarcophagi were dismissed out of hand as the graves of “newborn infants” or small children—or even small animals (American Antiquarian, 1901)! How about that! A race of small children! Or stone coffins—for animals.

        By 1980, though, a controversial Harvard paleontologist named Barry Fell, reconstructing thousands of these Tennessee cranial fragments (acquired from 600 burials), found that the teeth showed “complete development and severe wear,” proving the skulls to be from middle-aged adults. Fell, moreover, was able to match these Tennessee skulls with look-alikes in the Philippines—a good hint of Homo pygmaeus’ once-widespread distribution in the world. Indeed, another writer linked up these Tennessee (plus related Kentucky and Ohio) specimens to similar ones in Malaysia, Fiji, and the Sandwich Islands: their common artifacts “clearly of a Polynesian character. . . . The North Americans, Polynesians, and Malays were formerly the same people, or had one common origin.”11 That common origin, orbiting Polynesia, will be a major thread of this book, as we move toward the rediscovery of Pan—the lost homeland of the little people—in the Pacific.

        Nevertheless, writers like Joseph Jones in his 1901 book, Exploring the Aboriginal Remains in Tennessee, thought he “thoroughly refuted . . . the pigmy theory.” His opinion, however, didn’t stop the White, Sparta, and Smith County finds from being joined now by a far vaster “pigmy graveyard” at Hillsboro, Tennessee (Coffee Country). A man had been plowing his field and turned up a small skull and other bones. Further investigation revealed six acres of graveyard, with skeletons either in a sitting or standing position. “The bones show that they were a dwarf tribe . . . about three feet high. It is estimated that there were about 75,000 to 100,000 buried there.”12

        So let’s connect the dots: One of the Sparta County skeletons, lying on its back with hands on chest, had about its neck ninety-four pearl beads. We might suppose he was the spiritual head or priest of these little people; for in aftertime, the Cherokee shaman, adawehi, adorned himself with a like pectoral of shining river pearls,*3 symbolizing the secrets of the stars, the spirit-helpers, and the Immortals (Nunnehi).

        Adawehi is an interesting word that denotes not only the shaman himself (Cherokee), but all that is divine, encompassing the invisible world that permeates and empowers the living. The term applies as well to the shaman’s familiar spirits who can be invoked for assistance; but all men, animals, plants—all tribes of the living—are infused to some degree with adawehi. The eagle is a great adawehi, and his feathers may only be carried by the most acclaimed medicine men. The Nunnehi people were abundantly adawehi. These little men could assume various shapes at will, or even become invisible.

        
          [image: image]
        

        Fig. 1.1. Pectorals. A shell-gorget from Tennessee (a) rather resembles a
scarab tablet found in an Egyptian tomb (b). (Also see analogous scarabs
from Ohio in fig. 7.9c,).
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        Fig. 1.2. Part of a gorget, carved in shell, found in an Oklahoma mound. note the dwarfishness of the figure, which evokes “Gnomedale” (valley of the gnomes) mentioned on Oklahoma’s “Heavener Stone.” Why have authors systematically failed to note the short stature of these iconographic figures?

      

      
        PROPHECIES AND MIRACLES

        Were they magical beings? “An ignorant people,” wrote John Lubbock in Pre-historic Times, “living by the side of a more civilized race . . . attribute their superiority to magical arts.” Just so, magical Little Men were remembered, as recorded in that famous volume, Corps of Discovery, detailing the Jeffersonian expedition to the unknown West. On August 25, 1804, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark happened to camp on a hill near the Teton River (Kansas). The “hill” was actually a mound, man-made. Here, the explorers learned that the Dakota Indians called the place Mountain-of-the-Little-People, or Spirit Mound. The original inhabitants were, according to the elders, People-of-Another-World, so enlightened, so spiritual in nature—not unlike the fairies of European lore.

        And so it is, inevitably, to Ireland that we turn for light on the fairies— the wee people. Like their congeners in Cherokee country, the grogachs or brownies (at Ulster, Ballycastle, and Shetland) work diligently helping the farmers in their cornfields. In Northeast Antrim, the supernatural ways of the grogachs are well known; while the Sidhe, the fairylike Tuatha De Danaan, were renowned for their wizardry and magic; their very name implies “enchanted.” Said to know the secrets of heaven, they could cause storms and cast spells; they are witches’ familiars, tutoring them in all the magical arts. The romance of Lancelot calls all those women fays or fées—who had to do with enchantments and charms, who knew the power and virtue of words, stones, and herbs. Fées can take the shape of bats, moles, and small animals; banshees can foretell disasters and epidemics. The korrigan, another type of these phantasmagorical little people, can predict the future, assume any form they please, and move from place to place with the rapidity of thought.

        Europe’s dwarfs are also reputed to see into the future and make themselves invisible. The dvergar (dwarfs) of the Norse Eddas possessed enviable supernatural knowledge and are frequently associated with luck, craft, and wisdom, rather matching Chinese tales of magical dwarfs.
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        Fig. 1.3. Depiction of a Germanic dwarf from
Voluspa by Lorenz Frolich, 1895. The Norse
dvergar were of such divine power that even
the gods of Aesir must rely on them for their
inventory of magical items.

        The Swiss dwarf is so endowed (with adawehi), he can divert the course of a devastating landslide.*4 In both Irish and Swiss traditions, “gifted” dwarfish people dwell in mountain caves or man-made sou-terrains. In Grimm’s, as well as other bodies of folklore, the dwarf has the uncanny power to grant wishes and other aids to help people in distress. Indeed, from Iceland to Italy to India, there are countless stories of their benevolence, practical wisdom, and otherworldly powers. The Queen of Elfland had “a grip on all the Craft.” The elves of Iceland, it was said, caused equipment to malfunction and workers to be injured when a new construction project in 1962 threatened their habitation; because of all the trouble, Reykjavik learned to route roads around hallowed boulders and other spots believed to be inhabited by the elves.

        These magical powers are not confined to Europe or America, or even to folklore, for that matter, for very real little people like the Malay Negrito are also “gifted”: they can direct a spear to point to an unknown malefactor, or they can summon the tiger. This is true for the little people of southern Africa as well—a Bushman’s spirit can go out-of-body and talk to the lions in the veld, convincing them to go away and not trouble them; there was “something uncanny” about the Bushman’s symbiotic relationship with the lion. And in the Congo, where cannibalism has been going on in the north Kivu province, pygmies are regarded as subhuman and besides, some say eating their flesh confers magical powers.

        The sacred little people in the wilderness . . . [could] charm even the great serpents and savage lions and tigers, to be their friends and worshipers.

        OAHSPE, BOOK OF WARS 21:3
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        Fig. 1.4. Eighteenth Dynasty Egypt:
worshipping baboons of morning. Even
the apes were induced to worship the
Higher Power.

        The little Bushmen are strongly adawehi: without radio communication, they can tell in advance when “bush pilots” would be landing in their territory, and when—at a great distance—an eland has been killed by their hunters, the camp immediately knows of it “by psychic wire.” In camp, before the hunters return home with their kill, one could hear the sounds of the song that was used to celebrate such occasions.

        The Ihins were capable of prophecies and miracles to such an extent that all other people called them the sacred people.

        OAHSPE, BOOK OF DIVINITY 11:13

        The “miraculous little people,” the Menehune of Hawaii, are also adawehi: they give magic to the fire-thrower, and have power over the winds. Sometimes the supernal light (adawehi) may be quite literal: In the Mangrove Swamps of Durham, South Africa, some visitors were hiking and came upon a clearing with a natural amphitheater. They saw fire lights all around, and then a small person appeared, just over three feet in height. Presently, more than twenty little people were seen; the hikers described the light and forms as ethereal, far less dense than regular light. “We were shocked and frightened. . . . We turned and ran.” That ethereal light has been seen by others, other times, other places: nineteenth-century fairies encountered in England (three feet high) seemed light and shadowy, “not like solid bodies” (for they are spirits, not mortals, but ex-mortals).

        It is something like the kemoit (shade of the Negrito dead), which “glows with light, like a firefly.” Too, the Polish little people are called Iskvzycki, meaning “spark,” comparable to the “fairy sparks” of Europe, being the phosphoric shine from decaying trees, but thought to be the light of fairy revels. All these sparks emanate from the adawehi that spiritual beings may possess: angels with the power to shape-shift and take on any form. In October 2003 in Greensburg, Pennsylvania, a woman looked out on her land and saw a little man sitting on the stone wall. “The area looked different somehow . . . shimmery is the first word that comes to mind . . . [the] little elf-looking man [was] peering right at me.” When she startled, “Ooh!” it just disappeared into thin air.13

        Such are the ways and capacities of discarnate spirits; we do not need to invent “devas” or “elementals,” but only to understand the transformative powers possessed by the spirits of the dead, living on the Other Side. (The Irish call fairy people—the Others.) Among myriad spirits visiting the nineteenth-century ghost house of the Eddy’s in Vermont, it is curious that “young girls with lithe forms, yellow hair, and short stature”14 would manifest; the angels of the Ihins (with their yellow hair) indeed act as guardian spirits once they leave the Earth. “The angels of heaven remained with corporeal man, but not in the semblance of mortals, but as spirits; and by virtue of their presence, strove to make man wise and upright . . . being guardian angels over them.”15

      

      
        TRIBES OF LIGHT

        My colleague, Vernon Wobschall, has written: “The Ihins of ancient times, with their light and purity, become earth-ized and conceptualized in myth as gnomes, dwarfs, leprechauns, and the like, with earthly desires and common frailties; they retain impressions of their high estate . . . in having magical properties.” These special powers belong more particularly to beings of Light; but even the flesh-man may attain the higher degrees of adawehi. Another friend, author Paul Eno, had a chance encounter in Australia with a little man. Paul was waiting for his ride out of a rural area near Melbourne when he got talking with a little guy (four feet high) called Mindiluwi. This wrinkled and cheerful aborigine, thought Paul by the time their conversation ended, “was a giant.” Mindiluwi talked about guruwari, the seeds of life planted in the Dream Time by their ancestors. One must realize that guruwari (rather like adawehi) is a mustard seed within each and every self. Paul discussed his own “paranormal” theories with Mindiluwi, who not only understood it all, but also “shed much light on it. I think I learned more in my few hours of talk with him than I did in years of reading books.”16

        Following that invisible Light, that life force, that guruwari, and moving north of the Australian landmass into the Malay Peninsula, we come upon a great number of Negrito tribes. Little People. Despite the Malaysian’s ingrained prejudice against Negritos, they do retain “a certain amount of superstitious respect” for them, believing these little men and women to be “in league not only with the wild beast, but with all the supernatural and inhuman powers of the forest.”17

        Now if the reader will indulge me in a brief linguistic foray, we might detect a trace of the earliest tribes of light among these wee folk relict though they be: Negritos, no doubt, are some of the most primitive people in the world today. Some Aetas eat ants, some Negritos, like the Andamanese, know not how to make fire; many go naked and unclothed, like their part-ancestor, the druk who did not hide his nakedness. Thus is Negrito heritage a perfect mixture of the dark and light, as language now reveals: The Onge people of the Andamans have an intriguing name. Onge is a very, very early form (Panic), which—like guruwari and adawehi—signifies “spiritual light” both in Algonquin and in Hebrew (frequently the “o” sound gives way to “a”). Here we list a few words incorporating this ancient root, all based on the concept of Receptacle of Light:
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        Fig. 1.5. Onge Andamanese women

        
          
            	 
            	onge
            	men, people, Little andaman
          

          
            	 
            	ang
            	mankind, algonquin18
          

          
            	 
            	ongwe
            	person, Mohawk*5
          

          
            	 
            	ongji
            	window, algonquin
          

          
            	 
            	ang’hoi
            	medicine man, algonquin
          

          
            	 
            	angakoq
            	eskimo shaman
          

          
            	 
            	anguta
            	supreme being of the western eskimo
          

          
            	 
            	s’angutu
            	priestly chamberlains, chaldean
          

          
            	 
            	s’angoma
            	Zulu medicine man or woman
          

          
            	 
            	ganga
            	priest, Mongo tribe, congo
          

          
            	 
            	m’angku
            	Bali high priest, shaman
          

          
            	 
            	pawang
            	priest, sakai
          

          
            	 
            	poyang
            	shaman, Malay Binouas
          

          
            	 
            	kaang
            	heavenly chief, Bushman
          

          
            	 
            	mong
            	chief, foremost/Hopi
          

          
            	 
            	Korong
            	man possessed by a god/Pelew Islands
          

          
            	 
            	bonga
            	nature spirit, Santal, northeast India
          

          
            	 
            	Bong
            	“Light Girl,” Japanese myth
          

          
            	 
            	Morongo 
            	Evening star, Rhodesia
          

          
            	 
            	bong
            	night, Malekula
          

          
            	 
            	Qong
            	night, Banks’ Island
          

          
            	 
            	sa’ang
            	star, Panic
          

          
            	 
            	Koong
            	the moon, Haida
          

          
            	 
            	ang’ji, yang
            	Light, China
          

          
            	 
            	ang’ni
            	light, Vedic
          

          
            	 
            	angal
            	“The Great Above,” Sumerian
          

          
            	 
            	dang
            	infinite and formless, Tibetan
          

          
            	 
            	Kongoro
            	spirit of dawn-light, Andamanese
          

          
            	 
            	yong
            	daylight, Hebrew
          

          
            	 
            	Rangi
            	space; Sky Father/Maori
          

          
            	 
            	rangi
            	sky, Polynesian
          

          
            	 
            	rangit
            	sky, Zambal
          

          
            	 
            	Rongo
            	and Tangaroa Gods of Polynesia
          

          
            	 
            	Tonga
            	divinity, Pacific Islands
          

          
            	 
            	Shango
            	Sun god, Yoruba
          

          
            	 
            	Tanga-tanga
            	a South American principal deity
          

          
            	 
            	Xaratanga
            	moon goddess, Tarascan
          

          
            	 
            	benang
            	gift of spirits,19 
Panic
          

          
            	 
            	 
            	 
          

        

        In North America, Onga or Ho’anga was he who stood as leader of the mysteries, under the Brotherhood of Prophets (see fig. 7.16, p. 243). “And Gitchee raised up Honga . . . And Honga went into the mountains of Ghiee (Rocky Mountains) . . . and the Voice of the Great Spirit remained with the tribes of Honga, and it came to pass that he who heard the Voice, who was always the chief high prophet for the tribe, was called Hoanga.”*6 (Pronounced almost the same as Hoanga, Wanga, in the folk religion of the African Igbo and Fon, as well as their West Indies offshoots, is a magical charm, the words proper to magic.) Is it not curious that among the first inhabitants of Malaysia (the “merry and cheerful little people”21), their ancestress is called T’angoi, while anghoi, hardly different, is the Algonquin medicine man? T’angoi it was who taught these Negrito women magical engravings (on combs), and who built the first pano, the “séance hut.” These little people call themselves Or’ang asli—meaning “original people”—the name Or’ang (“people”†1) taken also by related groups, such as the Orang Selitar, Orang Darat, Orang Laut, Orang Bukit, Orang Kuba, Orang Rimba, and Orang Sabun.
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        Fig. 1.6. “Sang or Sa’ang (Panic), stars. The small shining that sendeth forth the twinkle. Anga (Algonquin), the far-off worlds.”20 The Sumerian ideogram for “deity” was a star; bint-ang = star/Malay; hy’ang = stars/Vedic, india; orang = light/Fonece (forerunner of phoenician, see Language Tree fig. 4.1, ); jong = pole star/Batek; yope’ang = sacred star/Algonquin.

        The earliest meaning of ong and ang is, simply, “light from above,” and by extension, it came to represent Intelligence or People of Light, in touch with angelic beings, their ancestors, their teachers—who are called Orang Hidap, “the Immortals.” Malaysia is chock full of Ang/ Ong-named places and tribes.‡1 So much that contains guruwari (the seed of life) is found in ang words in Malaysian languages:§1 Ang-lah, a thunder god; Klang, hawk god; angin, wind, life-soul; wong, child; tukang, craftsman; tangkel, talisman; menang, lightning; moyang, a smith or ancestor (who was a smith).

        Now here’s the crux of it: Orang asli gives us a linguistic clue to Negrito origins—“people of mixed light.” The combination of or’ang, “human beings with spiritual light,” plus asli (var. asuri var. asu), “original,” i.e., aborigine; of the Earth only, without the light of heaven—asu man.

      

      
        ASU MAN

        In India, the Veddic word asu (later changed to “Adam” in Persian) meant “without spirit” or “earth-born” (aboriginal). This is seen also in Hebrew, where adam means “red earth,” and in meshe’adam, the Azerbaijani Yeti or Bigfoot, the most animal-like version of man. In Akkadian, adami meant “red clay,” the material from which the first man was legendarily fashioned. This first man (Tiki), agreed the Maori, was made of red clay. He was earth-made. Tahitians also say that humankind was created out of red earth, araea—as do the Siberians and the Kenta Negritos, the latter relating that Creator drew the first ancestors from the Earth. In the Batek version, the soil was molded into manikins (“little men”) by Allah and Ta’allah; hence the red-brown color of Batek skin.

        This “earth man” (asu) also seems to be embedded in the old Egyptian term for the dark (earth-toned) races: N-ahsu, related perhaps to Apsu, the first Egyptian divinity, unfruitful and inert, devoid of personality (read: before the spirit part was added). Even Egypt’s Aswan (after which the Dam was named), is otherwise spelled Assuan, probably after that primordial person or divinity: the first man on Earth. Su by itself means spirit or spiritual, appearing in Latin as sui (“self ”); thus suta means “people” (Nabaloi/Philippines). Sukkal, in Sumerian texts, meant angel-like beings; other variants of “su” appear in a great variety of languages.

        The Senoi Negritos actually have a deity named Asu, represented as a bird, while in the Nabaloi dialect of the Philippines, asu means “dog.” Asua is also the name of a pygmy tribe in the Congo, and some Amazonian groups remember U-assu in their myths.†2
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        Fig. 1.7. Left: The icon of su: The spirit part; the interior bright, spark of
spirit, the immortal self, an enlightened man with the gift of prophecy*7; spiritman:
su-gan. Right: The icon of su’is: a seer, one who sees the Unseen.22

        Long, long ago, Asia (called Assuwa), was covered with the “original people,” the aborigines of Earth, the autochthonous race. “In all parts of the earth there lived ground people.”23
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        Fig. 1.8. A stylized depiction of asu man, similar to archaeology’s Australopithecus and Ardipithecus, who lived a partly arboreal existence. in 
Polynesian myth, this first man is widely associated with tree tops. The early hominids had long brachiating arms and powerful grasping hands, ideal for climbing trees. The 
Nittevo of Ceylon, with more asu genes than most of us, were Asia’s most spectacular tree-climbers.

        
          When man first became widely diffused, he was not a speaking animal.
        

        CHARLES DARWIN, THE 
DESCENT OF MAN

        To the Veddas of India, asu meant “he who lives and moves in the great phenomena of nature.” On a par with this creature is the “Early Atlantean” as envisioned by Max Heindel:24 the classic feral man, possessed of long arms and small blinking eyes. Of course, the asuans of old were long armed, like our ancestors (Australopithecus afarensis, Homo habilis, the druks and Neanderthals, “hobbits,” and Teutonic dwarfs), a trait retained by some of today’s little people: Andamanese, Malaysian Negritos, Aeta, and Veddas. Sasquatch has arms reaching almost to the knees. Being only partly bipedal, long arms helped early man knuckle-walk, like some of the great apes. This creature of the Atlantean Age had scarcely any forehead (no frontal development of brain), just a slope from eyes to pate. And he was without light (ong).

      

      
        THE GROUND PEOPLE

        Though asu man is long extinct, his genes live on in all of us, but especially in the barbarian druks (their mixed descendants, a.k.a. Homo erectus) and in atavistic groups who, not intermarrying, kept recycling some of this ancestor’s ancient genes. “The second race was the druks, incapable of inspiration, save for their stomach’s sake.”25 Remnants of hairy, brutal, and cannibalistic people still exist in remote parts of the interior of South America, and they are greatly dreaded. They are known to the Spanish as Cabelludos (“Hairy People”), and to the Portuguese as Morcegos (“Bats”), from their custom of hiding during the day and hunting by night. The Indians call them Tatus, or “Armadillos,” from their way of burrowing in the ground, in holes about twelve feet in diameter, roofed over with branches.*8 “The ground people had long arms and were naked and not ashamed, for which reason they were called druks . . . [and there are] sufficient tribes unto this day who dwell in darkness, even cannibals . . . possess[ing] no desire for evolution.”26 Indeed, relict creatures answering this description are found on almost every continent. Some Negritos in Malaysia tell of a group called “Batak,” said to live around the headwaters of the Plus, who are cannibals, and dwell in “burrows in the ground.”

        The ground people of South America were visited in the 1920s, when Colonel Percy H. Fawcett, the “Brazilian Livingstone,” boldly explored the wilds of Matto Grosso, looking for lost cities but unexpectedly encountering the Bats:27 These large hairy men with exceptionally long arms whom Fawcett found north of Maxibus, lived on a diet of four-inch peanuts. He found other tribes, great apelike brutes that “looked as if they had scarcely evolved beyond the level of beasts, hairy, emitting grunts as if human speech was beyond their powers.”

        When Fawcett’s party suddenly came upon a village of the Bats, two hundred of them were sleeping in their holes.28 Fawcett was struck with fear, but also with an inspired ploy to dance with a lighted torch, shouting at the top of his voice a chorus from a famous music-hall song of the late 1890s: Ta-ra-ra-boom-de-ay! The effect was magical. The creatures came out of their holes in the ground, regarding him as some strange white god, and bowed low to the ground.
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        Fig. 1.9. Bats and explorers, drawn by Brian Fawcett, Percy’s 
son, in 1925.

        Such relict groups are no doubt the mixed descendants of asu man and his ground-burrowing offshoot—the druks (Homo erectus). When asu was vaguely remembered in the Old Testament, the term asui was employed, meaning “animalistic.” So it was that Jacob’s brutish twin was named Esau*9—“And the first [emphasis added] came out red, all over like a hairy garment; and they called his name Esau” (see Gen. 25:30–1, 14:5, 16:25, 35:31). Esau “the barbarian” even tried to slay his twin Jacob while still in the womb; later, his sons were notorious for bestiality and incest. These old legends portray the asu race as the first on Earth, followed by Ihin (Abel), just as Esau was the first twin born of Isaac. Esau spent his time hunting, while Jacob, refined and thoughtful, spent his time learning the ways of the Lord. The Sumerian Asag may also be cognate of Asu and Esau: he was a demon, cursed in a manner not unlike Jacob’s son Esau.
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        Fig. 1.10. European conception of
wild man: note his short stature
and coat of hair.

      

      
        SHAGGY MAN

        In Africa, Livingstone’s Stanley met pygmies with “fell” over their body, almost feathery; just as the first white men to meet the Twa in the nineteenth century said their whole body was covered by thick, stiff hair, almost like felt. To this day there are pygmy tribes among whom infants are born with a reddish lanugo. Were they akin to the hairy black dwarves (farfadets) featured in the folklore of France and the British Isles? In Mesoamerican, Hindu, and biblical reckoning, these hairy ones were of malignant character. The Nittevo pygmies who once inhabited the high mountains of southeastern Ceylon were a fierce people, between three and four feet high, with very hairy legs; indeed a reddish “fur” over most of their bodies. There are rumors of “hairy pygmies” in other parts of Southeast Asia and Sundaland such as Laos and Burma—very small wild-men with reddish body hair.

        We are aware of some strange creatures of this type quite a bit closer to home: Jacko, for example, seen by a huntsman in British Columbia, was a four-feet-seven-inch fellow who “resembled a human being” but was covered with reddish-brown glossy hair and had unusually long arms.29 Bernard Heuvelmans (Mr. Cryptozoology) reported on a wild type known as didi in Venezuela and British Guiana, who, asu-like, answers to the description of Jacko: short, with human features and reddish brown fur. Didi resembles, in turn, the Sisemites of Central America who are covered in black hair that grows almost to the ground. These creatures must somehow be cousin to the Irish grogach, hairy and naked (unlike the clothed and civilized leprechauns).

        These “LHMs” (little hairy men), hirsute, swift, and strong, are in fact known everywhere from southeast Asia to the Pacific, and Africa to the Americas. A kind of “Little Foot,” his names are various: sedapa, shiru, sehite, agogwe, ikal, the-lma. Slender with thick fur, often red, these are the true wild men of the world, carryovers or throwbacks from the days of the druk. That some of them have survived to this day in isolated pockets should not come as too great a surprise or scientific bombshell. For there is often a viable continuum from folktale to fact, the strong little man of Gaelic lore, Lapanach (thick-set, like the Scots highland dwarfs, muscular and of immense strength) clearly resembling First Man of the Chukchee, with his powerful arms (a Neanderthal type), as well as the Nisqualli dwarf, the Crow little people, and the Menehune. Finally, this archaic type manifests in specimens such as Sumatra’s very real Orang Pendek with huge chest, powerful arms, and enough sheer physical power to uproot small trees.

      

      
        FAIRIES OR FALLEN ANGELS?

        Orang Asli (lit. “man-original”) is the proper name for the Negritos of Malaysia, who do not care for the name Semang. It is a pejorative term used by the Malays, meaning a species of long-armed tree monkey (var. siamang). Despite the insulting tone of it, Semang remains the accepted name for most of Malaysia’s “pygmies.” Yet, if mankind did indeed develop out of monkeys or apes, as evolution holds, shouldn’t our pongid ancestors be held in great esteem?

        But mankind did not issue from the pongids—although earliest man (asu) was like a beast—long-armed, slope-headed, splay-footed, inarticulate. “And man [asu] was dumb, like other animals; without speech and without understanding, even less than any other creature.”30 Yet he was a man—but in his lowest form, not quite a human being, not a sapient being. As the oldest traditions hold, it was for this very reason that the gods set about raising up that rude creature to the light. Thus do the Sumerian tablets attribute the creation of true humanity to God Ea, who engineered a hybrid race by combining savage earth-man with the seed of the gods. Indeed, this idea of humanity as child of the stars is one of the most persistent legends among the tribes of man. And there is truth in it. Variations on the theme of this extraordinary amalgam, this hybrid of heaven and Earth, are found in every form: God Mars fathered the man Romulus by mating with a vestal virgin; the mortal kings of India were procreated by gods and goddesses (the woman Kunti, for example, was impregnated by the Sun God); Marduk of Babylonia fertilized a mortal maiden,31 and so on.

        Too, there are the Han-Dropa pygmies of Tibet in the BayanKara-Ula mountains whose hieroglyphics read: “The Dropa came down out of the skies”; or as the Chinese told it—“from the clouds,” echoing, in turn, the legend of the Tuatha De Danaan who arrived in Ireland on May first*10 “on dark clouds”; just as the Kickapoo culture hero Wisaka “fell from the sky.” As we go on, we will find that these myths somehow resemble the legend of the Fallen Angels, also with its hidden kernel of truth. For there is no shortage of this universal tale of a Divine Person lending his seed for the creation of the human race. Ranginui, Sky Father of the Maori, mates with Earth Mother (Papatuanuku) and has “divine children” (the holy Ihins). Myths of much the same character fill the cosmogonies of Native American tribes. In ancient Greece, Heaven and Earth were the parents of a great brood of mortal children, randy Sky Father Zeus having impregnated the maiden Danae with a “shower of gold,” their most celebrated offspring—the hero Perseus. Even the Christian Virgin’s “immaculate conception” repeats the old idea of the divine impregnation of an Earth woman.

        It was the same in the apocryphal legend of Enoch: When Noah, hair white as snow, was born, the village people whispered about the mysterious origin of this strange baby—was it from the holy beings, the Watchers? Distraught, his father Lamech went to his father Methuselah and pleaded for an answer. Methuselah, in turn, went to his father Enoch, who told him: “To be sure, in the days of my father Jared, heavenly beings did indeed come down to earth and seduce mortal women”32 (timeframe—wrong, concept—right). Another Hebrew legend has it that two hundred angels descended to the summit of Mount Hermon, defiling themselves with the daughters of men.

        Although the divine parent myth has a germ of truth, in the marvelous confusion of time, tongues and tradition, these children of the stars came to be cast in the fairy kingdom. But who, really, are the fairies? Linguistically, the word “fairy” translates as hada in Spanish ( fadas in Portugal and fadhas in Switzerland). There are interesting cognates here: “hada” is the Panic word for the intermediate world, later giving way to English “Hades.” Haden in Chinese means “sky, heaven,” just as “sky” in Phoenician is aden. Some believe the word “heaven” itself comes from this Phoenician root: “Eden, Aden, Haden, Jeden are of the same meaning in the Vedic, Phoenician, and Chinese languages.”33

        Now Hades is the abode just beyond our plane of matter, which some might call the astral plane. The reason mythology placed fairyland in this intermediate zone is because the fairies (at least according to medieval notions) are the fallen angels: too good for hell, but too mischievous and vain for heaven. They fell to Earth and dwelt there for a season, the “first gods of earth.” The story, moreover, avers that they were cast out of heaven along with Lucifer, and condemned by God to remain in the elements of the Earth. But this is myth . . . no, it is dogma, created, as we will see, to strike a blow at the “heathen.”

      

      
        SPIRITS OF THE DEAD

        Supposedly part of Lucifer’s apostasy, the Irish fairies are clearly pre-Christian and un-Christian, hence with no hope of salvation—the Bible and other holy objects are often used as a charm against their influence. Turning them into an object lesson for lapsed Christians, doctrine held fairies as the souls of the pagan dead, caught betwixt heaven and Earth because they were not baptized.

        Iberian and Russian traditions hold that the fairies are spirits of the dead, or more to the point, of the premature dead—for it is said that nixes are girls who committed suicide because of a broken heart. Alternatively, fairies are the ghosts of venerated ancestors: their magical powers, their “shimmering,” and other supernatural aspects certainly align them with well-known ghostly prodigies coming from the discarnate world of spirits. They are none other than revenants of the dead, known to revisit their earthside haunts. Many of “these fairies,” owned author Katharine Briggs, “were indubitably the dead. . . . It is a common thing for underground fairies to live under human dwellings. It may be that they were the spirits of former inhabitants.”34

        And one more thing: like ghosts of the departed, the fairies can make themselves visible to humans if they so desire—but usually only to those with clairvoyant sight, the Seeing. The little people, in an American example, are never actually seen by the common Choctaw; only their prophets and herb doctors claim the power of seeing them and communicating with them. In the same vein, in northern Europe “it is not everyone that can see the Elves”35—usually only Sunday Children can do so.*11

        So, again, who are the fairies? In a word, they are, often enough, simply spirit people. The fairy, to my thinking, is neither a fallen angel, nor “elemental,” nor “deva,” nor any other kind of psychic fauna from some unknown parallel world. Considering recurrent butterfly myths, we find the fairy unmasked—as the human soul! Some tribes believe the soul can leave the body in the form of a butterfly. As the Solomon Islanders say, when a person dies, his soul flies to heaven in the form of a butterfly; the liberated soul in Burma, too, appears as a butterfly. And if the Negritos believe that winged butterflies are the souls of non-Negritos (and that souls of the dead are small), the Irish also believe in fairies as the souls of the Wee People: the spirits of a race of tiny beings who inhabited Celtic lands long ago—that is, the ancestors. Thus were Italian sprites ( folleti) “little butterflies,” about the size of small children with many magical powers. And on the Isle of Rugen, it was thought that the white dwarfs frequently fly about “in the shape of butterflies, showing kindness and benevolence to the good who merit their favor.”37 Too, most of Mexico’s ancient people used the butterfly as symbol*12 of the dance of death;38 elsewhere, mummies were decorated with butterflies as a symbol of the departed. From all this, then, we can surmise that the winged wraith, especially the fairy, is a conceit, a metaphor, invented by fertile imagination to portray the very real powers of the invisible domain above, of the Immortals who we shall all become, after this earthly sojourn is done.

        
          The fairies are sprung from the feared and venerated dead.
        

        LEWIS SPENCE, QUOTED IN 
BRIGGS, THE VANISHING 
PEOPLE

        Fairies are, in reality, nothing more than one type of earthbound entity (EB). One must appreciate the skills that spirits may attain, assuming any name or form; celestial beings known to the Malay Batek, as an example, can assume any embodiment they wish—a person, a snake, a rhinoceros, a tiger, or any flying (winged) creature. But both Kirk Endicott and Father Schebesta (their ethnographers) think these beings are simply the ghosts of dead shamans. And I agree. The Malaysian Hantu (which instantly reminds us of “haunt”) are spirits that can take the form of animals, as is also the case in certain parts of Brittany, where villagers are afraid of evil (human) spirits, called teurst, which appear in the likeness of domestic animals. Similarly, in Yorkshire, the barguest, barn spirit, is a type of “fairy” who was known to appear in animal form. God-animals, wise animals, talking animals, jaguar/feline cults have all come about as the result of EBs entering the bodies of animals, as a place to “stay” on Earth. Thousands of years ago the world was so overrun with these unprogressed earthbound (EB) spirits (like tuerst and baguest), that the kings issued edicts prohibiting familiar spirits and forbidding workers of magic: “And these spirits continued to dwell with man on the earth. So that in the course of time the world was overrun by spirits of darkness. . . . [Thus did] mortal kings issue edicts against magicians and prophets . . . and the consultation of spirits.”39

        Biblical injunctions followed suit: “Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards to be defiled by them. . . . And the soul that turneth after such . . . I will even set my face against that soul, and will cut him off from among his people” (Leviticus 19:31, 20:6).

        And now there was no place left for familiar spirits to obsess mortals. In desperation, then, these disembodied souls distributed themselves—some going into swine, and living with them; others dwelling in fisheries and slaughterhouses; and still others, in kennels, with dogs and cats.40 Yet others hugged the Earth in among her gardens and flora, pretending to be elementals or members of the (nonexistent) deva kingdom.

        One man who wandered into the fairy hills in the British Isles says he saw there three people he knew who had died. Can spirits of the dead impersonate fairies? Yes, I think so. When obsessing spirits overran Egypt (in the time of Osire), Osire decreed to his Lords: “Ye shall not permit spirits to inhabit deserted houses; nor permit them to form habitations on the graveyards, on the earth. Ye shall not permit spirits to inhabit caves nor waterfalls [emphasis added] on the earth.”41

        Indeed, fairies are commonly associated with waterfalls, streams, and mists, like the leprechauns or the Geow-lud-mo-sis-eg, often seen near water places, or Mexico’s chaneques, legendary dwarfs, who live in waterfalls. Those beings who live under waterfalls, say the Cherokee, are always plotting mischief (they are our troublesome EBs, ghosts, really). One of the three tribes of little people known to the Seneca lives “under the falls” of the Genesee River, and are called Stone Throwers.42 (And isn’t paranormal stone-throwing one of the oldest tricks of the EBs, the disgruntled discarnates?) Europe calls them wraiths or elementals—those nymphs and misty spirits usually found in forest pools and waterfalls. Oh, how the pitiful earthbound have been romanticized!

        I listened to the voice of spirits, the [lowest order of] angels travelling with the earth . . . the fairies, the butterfly angels, the triflers, that forever look in crystal waters to behold their own forms . . . the rollicking, deceiving angels . . . the vampire angels, that nestle in the atmosphere of mortals, largely living on their substance.

        OAHSPE, BOOK OF CPENTA-ARMIJ 2:3

        Even a thousand years before Osire’s decree against these infesting spirits, a great clean-sweep had been ordered by the gods to efface the Earth of all such deceiving EBs, whether dressed up as fairies or speaking through animals.

        God sent pruners around about the lower heaven of the earth [hada] . . . saying to them: “Find all the evil spirits dwelling with mortals . . . and gather them into one place. Then find the spirits and fairies who have taken up caves and waterfalls [emphasis added] . . . as their abode, and bring them to the same place . . .Then find the lusters, who dwell in old castles*13 and ruined cities . . . When they are going out for raids on mortals, seize them and bring them to the same place [to rehabilitate them].

        OAHSPE, BOOK OF AH’SHONG, CHAPTER 7

        Nevertheless, many did escape the dragnet: one old man averred he often saw fairies at waterfalls, especially at the Vale of Neath, enjoying the music of their harps. France also has its Fee du Grand Cascade (waterfall), while Andvari, the Germanic dwarf, still hides under the waterfall. “Some of the dispossessed went into the forests to dwell and some to the fountains and mists in waterfalls.”43

        This we know: there is the world of the living, and there is the world of the departed. Both are real. But sorting one from the other, in search of the little people, is a devil of a job. Absorbed by and into fairy lore, as well as into doctrine (fallen angels) and ancestor cults, the original little people, now extinct, faded away—but not entirely. Join me now, chapter 2, in our world tour of the real living little people.

      

    

  
    
      CHAPTER 2

      Where Are the Little People?

      
        BETWEEN GODS AND MORTALS

        A golden race of humans, according to Hesiod, was created in the time of Kronos’ reign, but later hidden away in the Earth to become beneficent spirits. And, often enough, this is how the little people are remembered: their works conceived as the “creative” output of the gods—or at best, the invisible beings. Without the Sumerian “god” Enlil, for example, “no cities would be built, no settlements founded, no stalls would be built.”1

        This is euhemerism: the deification of man. For these cities and settlements, canals and roads, tunnels and earthworks were built by men—not gods.

        Yet this apotheosized ancestor is nearly universal. Archaeological work in Mexico indicates that their sculpted gods “indeed depict humans and not deities.”2 In South America, the Tupis of Brazil were named after their first ancestor “who is now their highest divinity, maker of all things.”3

        No wonder the little people have been lost and forgotten!

        Too often, a gray area clouds the difference between “god and heroes,” between real humans and true celestial beings, between fairies and mortals.

        In Europe and Egypt also, the dwarf people got mixed up with spirits and gods; Egypt’s dwarf gods include Bes and Ptah, the latter being the creator deity who made the world with his heart and tongue, chief god of the capital, Memphis (First Egyptian Dynasty), and father (ptah var. piter var. pater means “father”) of pharaoh Rameses II; the high priesthood of

        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
          	Cro-Magnon’s stature “diminished” to 5 feet 1 inch, “no longer 6 feet and 6 feet 4 inches (based on skeletons found at Les Hoteaux, Ain)19

          	The related “Chancelade” type†4 standing at only 4 feet 7 inches20

        

        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
          
            	Location
            	Tribal Group
            	Comment
          

          
            	Andaman Islands
            	Jarawa, Mincopie, Onge, etc.
            	all of these people are about the same size, the tallest men 4'10"
          

          
            	Malacca
            	Pangyan, Petani, Tumior
            	note Pangyan
          

          
            	Malaysia
            	Semang, Senoi, Pleh, Menrik, Jehai, Siong, Jembe, Kensieu, Kintak 
		Bong, Tonga, Batek, Menik Kaien, Lanoh, Sabubn, and others
            	most living in small family groups
          

          
            	Sumatra
            	Semang and Orang
		Rimba
            	Semang in ninteenth
		century standing at
		average of 4'5"
          

          
            	Celebes
            	Toala
            	note Toa, var. Tua
          

          
            	Java
            	Kalang and Mbuti
            	also early “hobbit”*21 here
          

          
            	New Guinea
            	Tapiro Timorini Aiome, Karon, Mafulu; others along the Sepik, Gogol 
		and Ramu rivers
            	in Nassau Mountains in Torricelli Mountains average height of Ramu:
		4'8"
          

          
            	New Britain
            	Negrito groups
            	 
          

          
            	Fergusson Islands
            	Negrito groups
            	men in 1906 averaged 4'7"
          

          
            	Bismarck Archipelago
            	little people
            	in the interior islands
          

          
            	Bougainville
            	little people in the mountains
            	men: 4'7"
          

          
            	Marianne Islands
            	fossil man
            	Negrito type
          

          
            	Admiralty Islands
            	fossil man
            	4'5"
          

          
            	New Ireland
            	fossil man
            	extremely small skulls
          

        

      

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
          	Peru: Anan Yauyas were the “Upper” members of Lima’s high Quechua lineage (hanan meant “upper districts,” i.e., of the Cuzco aristocracy).

          	Chinan is one of the seven sacred lakes of Peru in the Vilcabamba region where the lost city of the Chachapoyas is guarded by the short-statured Machiguengas.

          	Tenana was an eighteenth-century king of Huahine, Tahiti; the Tahitian king’s house is called Nanu, 397 feet long!

        

        
        
          	Nanaimo, Vancouver, where were found “skeletons all over” of little people; Tanana River in Alaska; Anangula Island (Aleutian) on the Alaskan Peninsula. The Klamath Indians knew of a dwarf race called na’hni’as.

          	Nanumanga and Nanumea in Melanesia (east of Solomon Islands), where Negrito tribes abound. Here in Melanesia, their “Adam” is named To Kabinana.

          	Nandi on Fiji, where the exclusive men’s society is called Nanga.

          	Nanumea Island in South Pacific.

          	Kaulleo-nana-hoa in Hawaii.

          	Nanango and Nannine in northern Australia.

          	Nantou on Taiwan.

          	Binan-Gonan Negritos on Luzon in Philippines.

          	Nankoku, Shinano, Nansei and Nanao in the Japanese isles.

          	Pramba-nan in central Java, with its monumental architecture, the great temple of Shiva, built by a sophisticated and well-organized society.

          	Penestanan and Tenganan in Bali.

          	The Penan people of Borneo.

        

        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
          	Many of Quetzalcoatl’s attendants were dwarfs.

          	Stone dwarfs hold up the altar table in the shrine of the Temple of Morning Star at Tula.

          	The Olmecs were inordinately fond of creating clay statuettes of dwarf gods called “Chaneques,” dangerous rain deities living in the forest and as we’ve seen, attending waterfalls.

          	At La Venta (an Olmec site), a statue in one of the altar’s niches holds a dwarf on its lap, so like similar reliefs at Monte Alban, where tiny entryways to the chambers as well as “pygmy tunnels” have been noted.

          	Everything about the stone remains at Niscute is dwarfed; the rooms are small, the ceilings low.

          	In Yucatan, dwarfs were sacred to the sun-god. Tiny huts, long deserted, were photographed by Florida-based explorer Rolf Schell in the late 1950s along the Yucatan coast (published in his privately printed book, A Yank in Yucatan).

          	At Cozumel, there is a little temple whose doorway measures three feet in height. Indeed, all along this coast are little houses and temples, answering to local lore of pygmies who once lived there. Ancient petroglyphs depicting tiny persons have been found throughout Yucatan, Belize, and Guatemala.
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