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			For my four grandchildren:

			Shay, Weston, Kailen, and Camille

			~JUNE

			For all my writer friends:

			The Magic Story Makers, Wind in the Cypress,
and the Fine Line Poets

			Soli Deo Gloria

			~NANCY
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		A NOTE ABOUT THIS BOOK

		“It’s so fragile.” These were the words of ninety-year-old actor William Shatner, as he recently observed Earth from outer space aboard a Blue Origin rocket. Even without heading into space, we can still recognize the vital importance of protecting our planet. Certainly, climate change and environmental awareness are at the forefront of topics that parents and teachers discuss with children. Still, how do we begin to treasure this place we call home?

		Through universal prayers of gratitude and earth-related inspirational poems, Bless the Earth encourages families to celebrate the miracle of our world. It also offers another dimension of caring that is often overlooked—a spiritual one. This anthology knits together humanity, the environment, and spirituality in an engaging way.

		The final section, titled “Caring for Our World,” is a call to action, as illustrated by the first stanza of the poem by Susanne Wiggins Bunch “It’s Up to Us”:

		Yes, it’s up to you and me

		to care for the gifts we’re given,

		the earth, the sky, the sea.

		Truly our hope is that this collection will help parents and children not only cherish Earth but also become stewards of all its beauty.

		With gratitude,

		June and Nancy
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			BLESS THE EARTH

			Bless the Earth, our faithful friend,

			her mountain range and river bend,

			her forest green and canopy,

			the hidden world of bended trees.

			Bless the Earth, her morning song,

			hold it close, it lingers on,

			like tender trails that cross the sky—

			the paths of bee and butterfly.

			Both spiraled shell and painted wing,

			these are the gifts that each day brings.

			Bless the Earth, both land and sea,

			she means the world to you and me.

			Nancy Tupper Ling
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			DREAMS FOR MY WORLD

			My world is little

			It’s a kiss and a hug

			It’s a walk outside

			Or watching a bug.

			My life is simple

			It’s eat, sleep and play

			It’s love and laughter

			All through the day.

			I want to be kind

			I want to be good

			To treat everybody

			Just like I should.

			Your world is huge

			Like the sky and the trees

			Like mountains and beaches

			And rivers and seas.

			Take care of your world

			Protect what you see

			So when I’m grown up

			It’s still there for me.

			Barbara J. Mitchell

		

	
		
			HELLO, EARTH!

			It’s your children.

			Some of your children—

			the human ones.

			We have been studying you, Earth,

			but we long to learn more.

			We want to ask you

			a few questions.

			We want to

			tell you our dreams

			and wishes.

			Can you hear us,

			Earth?

			Joyce Sidman
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			FOR A CHILD

			EXCERPT

			Your friends shall be the Tall Wind,

			The River and the Tree;

			The Sun that laughs and marches,

			The Swallows and the Sea.

			Your prayers shall be the murmur

			Of grasses in the rain;

			The song of wildwood thrushes

			That makes God glad again.

			Fannie Stearns Davis
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			DEAR CREATOR

			Every color of the rainbow

			Across forests, hills and seas

			Rich with textures, sounds and smells

			Taking care of creatures’ needs

			Here is home, our precious planet

			Dear Creator,

			grant us Peace,

			your greatest gift.

			Charlotte Sheer

		

	
		
			BRAVO, WORLD!

			Clouds make a movie.

			Leaves dance a ballet.

			Flowers paint a picture.

			Cicadas chirp a symphony.

			Spider writes a poem.

			Squirrels stage a play.

			Wind sings a solo.

			Rain taps a rap.

			And as for me,

			I clap and shout, “Bravo!”

			Barbara Younger
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