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Make a Crazy Quilt Heirloom

To make a crazy patchwork quilt is a lot of work –
yes – but it’s also a tremendous amount of fun. It’s very appealing
to be able to make each block unique and not to have to duplicate
blocks. You can enjoy using your imagination in each block.
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My idea for this quilt first came from a block I made
to illustrate crazy patchwork in my book “Crazy Patchwork with
Embroidery”. I decided that I would use this block as the first one
for a quilt that I could make for my next project. I figured out
that I would have to make another nineteen blocks to complete the
quilt.


1st Block
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As I’m crazy about crazy patchwork I couldn’t wait to
start sorting out my fabric stash and assortment of braids,
ribbons, beads, embroidery yarns and buttons so that I could get
started on the blocks.

I first cut out all the backings for the blocks. Use
12 inch squares of muslin or any other lightweight fabric.

First decide on the fabrics you want to use from your
stash, then sort them into colors.

Crazy patchwork consists of making patches with
uneven sized scraps of fabric joined together. Place the pieces of
fabric on the muslin square so that they overlap each other on one
side. When the muslin square is covered, pin the pieces of fabric
in place and machine stitch to the backing. You can allow your
imagination free reins with the shapes and sizes of the fabric;
it’s a lot of fun and easy to do.

There are various ways of making crazy patchwork; I
guess none of them are strictly right or wrong. You should be
having fun with this craft and as long as the end result is
pleasing to the eye, that’s all that matters. Each square you make
will be a work of art and totally unique.
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Once the patchwork was completed on all the blocks I
decided that I would make decorating them my evening project. It
took a while to complete them, in fact longer than I thought it
would, but I was enjoying making each little patch unique. But time
was not a factor, I embellished each block to my satisfaction
before I put it aside – waiting to become part of the quilt.

I am including pictures of all nineteen blocks so
that you can see that although each one is unique they do form a
complete picture when put together. It will also give you an idea
of various ways to embellish the blocks and how to use embroidery
stitches to make your blocks really special.

Every seam has been embellished with cord, ribbon,
lace or any other trimming I could lay my hands on, and stitched in
place with embroidery stitches like feather stitch, chain stitch,
herringbone stitch, straight stitches and blanket stitch. The
flowers were embroidered in satin stitch, chain stitch, stem stitch
and lazy daisy. I also made use of buttons and beads wherever I
could. I raided my beadwork stash and used any metal component that
I thought could work as embellishments on the squares.

If you prefer to use only embroidery stitches on the
seam lines of your crazy patchwork the end result will also be very
attractive. Covering the seams with cord and ribbons is optional.
It gives an interesting finish if you make use of both methods. The
wonder of crazy patchwork is that there are no set rules. The
finished item should be pleasing to the eye and that is what it’s
all about.
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The size of the completed quilt is approximately 82
inches x 68 inches

Requirements:
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The amount of fabric you will require to complete
your quilt will obviously depend on the size you choose to make it.
Scraps of fabric in your stash can be used or visit your fabric
store to buy small lengths of fabric in the colors you have chosen
for your quilt.

You will require 20 blocks 12 inches x 12 inches of
muslin

Blocks can be added to the length and width of the
quilt to enlarge it to the size you require

The quilt is made up of five rows of four blocks in a
row with sashing in between each block.

The strips of four blocks are joined together by 6
sections of sashing 52 ½” x 2”

2 strips of same color 66 ¾” x 2” for both sides of
the quilt

2 strips of contrasting color (in this case green)
fabric for top and bottom border of quilt 56” x 2”

2 strips of same color as above for both side borders
of quilt 70” x 2“

2 strips of off-white fabric for next top and bottom
border of quilt (to be attached to the green border) 60” x 2”

2 strips same color as above for both side borders
74” x 2”

2 strips orange (or 2nd color of your
choice) for the next top and bottom borders of quilt 64” x 2”

2 strips of same color as above for both side borders
78” x 2”

Binding for the completed quilt – 2 strips of
off-white fabric 68” x 5” for top and bottom of quilt

2 strips of fabric in same color as above 82” x 5”
for both sides

A length of fabric the width and length of the
completed quilt front for the backing

Batting the size of the completed quilt = 82” x
68”

Embroidery thread to match all crazy patchwork
blocks

Embroidery needles

Sewing machine

Thread for sewing machine and basting

Needle and thimble if you wish to sew blocks together
by hand

Dressmakers’ pins

Safety pins

A sharp pair of cutting out scissors and a pair of
scissors for embroidery

Tape measure
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Make use of plenty of buttons and beads to embellish
the blocks. I used many of the buttons face down if the shape and
color matched the block better that way.

As I wanted the quilt to be very feminine I have
embellished each block with a heart motif and flowers – mostly lazy
daisies.


2nd Block
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The roses above where embroidered with chain stitch.
Draw a circle for the rose and start on the outer edge making a
circle of chain stitches. Spiral the stitches until you reach the
center and make a French knot in the middle to end it off. Stems
and leaves embroidered in stem stitch.


3rd Block
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Chain stitch was sewn in a zig-zag on the dark cord.
Buttons sewn on the seam line can be sewn with contrasting color
thread and sewn over the button instead of only sewing through the
holes in the button. Yellow seed beads were sewn at random on the
one patch.


4th Block
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I placed a patch of a beautiful rose floral fabric in
the center of each block.

French knots were used below the white flower on the
left instead of seed beads.


5th Block
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Draw the hearts with a soft pencil and sew seed beads
on the lines. The ribbon can be used flat or gathered into a frill
and sewn down with stem stitch.

Beads were sewn around the buttons to form a
pattern.


6th Block
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The heart design was embroidered in chain stitch
followed by a row of seed beads.


7th
Block
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Satin stitch is attractive for the flower motifs.
Always draw in the flower before you begin embroidery work. Note
how buttons of various sizes were used to embellish the seam
line.


8th Block
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The centers of the lazy daisies were made with French
knots or seed beads


9th Block
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I raided my jewelry making stash for interesting bits
and pieces that I could also use on my quilt, like the metal square
links above.


10th Block
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A thick cream colored wool yarn was used to embellish
the seam at
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