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Stay young and invincible Branski,
for you are the ultimate madhead.
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INTRODUCTION

Hello and welcome to The Little Book of Oasis Insults, now do f*ck off. Or keep reading if you want to experience some of the funniest invective ever aimed in the direction of Adele, Prince Harry, Gary Neville and aliens. In compiling the best insults from Liam and Noel Gallagher there is almost too much material to choose from because they have been slagging off each other and everyone else for 30 years. In fact, this compendium could have been the Giant Book of Oasis Insults but the cost of paper skyrocketed this year.

It’s hard to think of anyone else who’s come up with enough funny insults to fill a book. Maybe Donald Trump? Although just putting a snide word in front an enemy’s first name isn’t the summit of high wit. Groucho Marx? Except that some of his jibes might come over as a little on the creaky side these days. Shakespeare? OK, maybe you’ll understand some of them if you’re doing A’ Level English. But just imagine trying to fill a book with insults from one of Oasis’s rock rivals. If this was a collection of Chris Martin’s Best Barbs and Comebacks, the cost of paper wouldn’t be an issue.
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So, let’s get into why Liam and Noel are the masters of the insult. It’s down to three simple facts:

1) They are honest

2) They enjoy it

3) They are funny

They are honest

I need to be myself, I can’t be no one else … is the first line of Oasis’s debut single ‘Supersonic’. Noel wrote it, Liam sang it and it’s fair to say they’ve both stuck to that philosophy in all their interviews since.

And there have been a lot of interviews. No one gives such great copy as the Gallaghers. Noel and Liam are dream interviewees because, when they are asked a question, they answer it. Plus they answer in a way that celebs are told they can’t answer a question anymore – in an unguarded and candid way. As Liam said on Radio X in 2024, ‘I don’t VAR what comes out of my mouth, man. Whatever comes out comes out and I live and die by it.’

If we’re lucky their answers can tip over into the outrageous and inflammatory. In fact, the brothers have no problem rocking the boat, upsetting the apple cart and frightening the horses all in one sarcastic put-down. No one is going to describe the Gallaghers as mealy-mouthed.

Here’s how Liam sees it (as told to The Times in June 2017):


We’ve had enough of politician rock’n’rollers who say all the right things before going back to their nice houses. I’m the truth juice, man. I’m a little aggy bastard and that’s what it’s all about.



The brothers pride themselves on never dodging a question, however personal, contentious or idiotic; if you’re a fan of hearing ‘no comment’, try Channel 4’s 24 Hours in Police Custody. If anyone at a record company has ever attempted to give Liam media training, well, let’s hope they recorded it and one day the footage is leaked.

Noel, similarly, sees it as his duty to give a full and frank response to any enquiry. ‘If someone wants to know what I think of Adele, I’ll f*cking tell them,’ he once said, and then proceeded to slag Adele off, despite not having been invited to. And here he is making the point again in The Guardian in 2008, regarding one of his favourite targets, Keane:


… well, if somebody asks me what I think of Keane, I’ll tell ’em. I don’t like ’em. I’ll obviously take it a step too far and grossly insult the keyboard player’s mam or summat, but I’m afraid that’s just me.



Liam and Noel would baulk at using such therapy-speak buzzwords as ‘present’ and ‘authentic’, but both terms describe them well. Yes, they can be blunt, even brutal … but audiences respond to the their honesty, which they don’t get from many others in the public eye. Maybe Miriam Margolyes and Danny Dyer are in the same mould, but they can’t get a stadium full of Brazilians to belt out ‘Wonderwall’.

They enjoy it

When the Beatles hit the US in 1964, America fell in love with their vibrancy and wit. However, as they publicized their final US tour, in 1966, the Fab Four were sullen and defensive, worn down by the repetitive, moronic and loaded questions that were being put to them.

Rather than two years, Liam and Noel have been at it for three decades. Yet the sheer pleasure they still take in answering daft questions comes through on the screen, over the radio or off the page. As Noel told the Grantland blog in 2011:


I’ve never understood musicians who don’t enjoy doing promotional interviews. I just can’t believe it. I always think, ‘Your life must have been so brilliant before you were in a band.’
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The Gallaghers can face repetitive, moronic and loaded questions all day long without breaking a sweat. Which is incredible when one considers that they have been mocked, misquoted and taken out of context for over 30 years. In fact, they are that rare breed of celebrity who appears delighted to be doing any publicity, relishing the opportunity to turn the same-old-shit questions into gleaming Gallagher-ized comedy gold. Most stars moan about the slog of promotion and answering questions all day, but Noel loves it. In fact, when asked by Esquire in 2015 what his hobby was, he replied,


Doing interviews. I f*cking love it. I could do this all day long. It’s sick … Because I get to be a gobshite.



Now some might argue that the Gallaghers are just putting on a show, tossing out insults at all and sundry in order to get headlines. There is, of course, an element of truth to this. It’s said that, at the beginning of their career, when Oasis began to do press, Noel would ask journalists pre-interview, ‘Right, who do you want me to slag off?’ If he did, and it certainly sounds like Noel, was he being a shrewd operator who was hungry for headlines or was he enjoying the sport of it all and his ability to deliver zingers to order?

Also we should bear in mind Noel’s very fair point, made in Shortlist magazine in 2011:


You can say that you respect someone as an artist a thousand times and it will never get reported. But you call someone a c*nt once …



I suppose a good test of how much Liam and Noel enjoy bandying around insults is whether they do it off the clock. Do they take the piss out of other bands when no one is actually inviting them to? Well, if there’s any truth to the following story that’s all over the internet, Jon Bon Jovi, whose band Oasis fell out with many years ago, has something he’d like to share:


Liam Gallagher was giving me nuisance phone calls for over a decade. God knows how he got my number. He would ring at three or four in the morning just to tell me my music was shit … Sometimes he would call me the bastard son of Richard Branson, and other times he would shout ‘Lionhead’ down the phone until I hung up. In the end, I offered to pay him $500,000, and begged him to stop. He told me to ‘Eat shit’ …



Whether this happened or not is impossible to say. Although I hope it’s legit, as it shows that even in their downtime the Gallaghers are well up for high-end inter-rockstar trolling, which is incredibly heartening to hear.

Finally let’s talk about their humour

There are over a hundred funny insults in this book, but there could have easily been two hundred more … In an interview situation Liam and Noel are head and shoulders above most comedians. If you think that’s overstating the case, here’s one of the greatest comedians in the world, Bill Burr, musing about Oasis on his Monday Morning podcast in July 2023:


Not only were they one of the great bands of all time, those two f*cking guys are arguably two of the best comedians that Britain ever produced. As a stand-up comic to listen to their interviews, read them and watch them, it is annoying how f*cking funny they are.



Let’s investigate their styles. Similar to his belief in his own musical talents, Noel seems to have complete faith in his comic powers. Put him in front of a mic and he’s relaxed, confident and effortlessly funny, tossing out droll rambling anecdotes and hilarious turns of phrase like he’s the Peter Ustinov of Burnage.

Liam, as we all know, has a different edge – less smooth and more fragmented. If we were going to compare him to another regular Michael Parkinson guest, he’d be closer to Spike Milligan … in a parka. Liam’s more crazy, more volatile and with a genuine gift for the dark and surreal. When Liam gets on a good rant … it’s like he’s improvising a new verse for I Am the Walrus.

Here he is talking to GQ in 1998, after George Harrison had slagged him off:


Isn’t It a Pity? It will be when I meet George Harrison. I’m gonna stand on his head and play golf. I’m gonna do me Roy Castle impersonation on his head … I had a dream where I drop-kicked him in the throat, George, and smashed McCartney from here to Jupiter and back. He didn’t have his seatbelt on. My name is disturbance … And there’ll be no big chaps around, man. Just me and me dick, man. And I’ll hit him with me knob.



One of the extraordinary things about that little speech (apart from the fact he’s talking about one of his heroes) is that Liam didn’t swear. However, in that respect, it’s a bit of an outlier. In this book you’ll be lucky to find a Liam or Noel quote that isn’t laced with profanity, which Noel puts down to their mother Peggy; as he told Esquire in 2015;


Hard work and a f*cking filthy tongue, that’s what I inherited from my mum. She taught the Nineties how to swear.



Well, we thank Peggy
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