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Ana, a rebellious teenager, runs away from home and finds a secret garden in an abandoned mansion, which turns out to be a magical labyrinth where every turn leads to a new universe. Trapped there, she meets Thomaz, a pilgrim searching for the Golden Dragonfly, a mythical creature that grants wishes. Together, they face talking creatures, such as lying wolves and mischievous fairies, and challenges that reflect their deepest fears. In a kingdom reminiscent of Alice in Wonderland , Ana discovers that love can blossom in the most unlikely situations, but the Dragonfly demands a high price. An epic adventure about self-discovery, courage, and the power of improbable choices.
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When I began writing Ana and the Secret Garden , I wanted to create a story that was more than just a fantasy adventure—a narrative that delved into the heart of a teenage girl searching for herself, in a world that reflects both her fears and her hopes. Ana, the protagonist, is an ordinary young woman, marked by family conflicts and a feeling of not belonging, something many of us have felt at some point. Her escape from home, driven by a mixture of rebellion and despair, leads her to a secret garden that is, in fact, a magical labyrinth—a place where the rules of reality bend, and each turn reveals not only extraordinary creatures, but truths she would rather avoid.

Inspired by works like Alice in Wonderland and the idea that the greatest challenges lie within ourselves, Ana's labyrinth is more than just a setting; it's a mirror of her soul. Alongside Thomaz, a pilgrim with his own desires and scars, she faces enigmatic birds, lying wolves, mischievous fairies, and an eccentric queen, all part of a larger game that tests her courage and her ability to see herself. The Golden Dragonfly, the object of desire that promises to grant any wish, is both a hope and a threat, for the labyrinth never gives anything without exacting a price.

This story is for anyone who has ever felt lost, who has ever questioned their place in the world, who has ever sought answers without knowing the questions. It's a journey about self-discovery, about the power of love that blossoms in the most unlikely situations, and about the courage to choose, even when the price is uncertain. I hope that, by following Ana and Thomaz, you will find a little bit of yourself—and, who knows, a little bit of magic.

Eric Miller, 
Rio de Janeiro, 2025
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Writing Ana and the Secret Garden was a journey as magical and challenging as the labyrinth itself that Ana and Thomaz traverse. This story would not have come to life without the support and inspiration of people who illuminated my path, and it is with deep gratitude that I dedicate these words to them.
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Kingston Press is pleased to present Ana and the Secret Garden , a captivating work by author Eric Miller that combines the magic of a modern fairy tale with the depth of a journey of self-discovery. Inspired by the tradition of fantasy narratives such as Alice in Wonderland , this young adult novel transports readers to an enchanted labyrinth where every turn is a universe and every challenge, a mirror of the soul.

The story follows Ana, a sixteen-year-old girl who, fleeing the conflicts of a family marked by silence and misunderstandings, finds a secret garden in an abandoned mansion. What seems like a refuge soon reveals itself to be a magical labyrinth, a place where the rules of reality dissolve, and creatures like enigmatic birds, lying wolves, and mischievous fairies test her courage. In this vibrant and surreal world, Ana crosses paths with Thomaz, a pilgrim in search of the Golden Dragonfly, a mythical creature capable of granting any wish. Together, they face the dangers of the labyrinth, discovering that love can arise in the most unlikely situations, but that every choice has a price.

With an engaging narrative, Ana and the Secret Garden is a celebration of courage, resilience, and the search for identity. Miller's prose, sensitively translated by Camila Montvidel, captures the essence of an adolescence marked by doubts and hopes, while the fantastical universe of the labyrinth invites readers to reflect on their own journeys. This is a story for those who have ever felt lost and for those who believe that, even on the most tortuous paths, it is possible to find a beginning.

Kingston Press 
, Rio de Janeiro, 2025
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​CHAPTER 1: Life as Always
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Ana carried the weight of emptiness as if it were an invisible backpack, always there, pressing on her shoulders. At sixteen, she had learned to navigate life with the dexterity of someone avoiding cracks in the ground, but each step seemed to reinforce the certainty that she didn't belong there. The small town where she grew up was a faded picture, with its worn cobblestone streets, the square where pigeons fought over crumbs, and the monotony that suffocated like the heat of a late afternoon. It was a place that seemed trapped in time, where people lived to repeat the same days, the same conversations, the same silences. And Ana, with her restless heart, felt like a stranger among faces she should call home.

The Pereira family home was a facade of normalcy. Impeccable white walls, a rose garden that the mother, Helena, tended with almost obsessive devotion, flowered curtains that concealed what went on inside. But beyond the front door, the air was heavy, saturated with unspoken words and accumulated resentments. Helena and Marcos, Ana's parents, lived in a cycle of arguments that began with trivialities—an overdue bill, a poorly washed dish—and ended in shouts that echoed through the walls. Ana, the eldest daughter, was often the indirect target, the shadow upon which her parents' frustrations fell. Clara, the younger sister, escaped unscathed, with her gleaming blonde hair and a smile that disarmed any tension. At fourteen, Clara was the daughter everyone wanted, the one who brought
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