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A Deeper Understanding of Passover and Easter 

––––––––
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When we affirm the Bible as the true word of God, we must also uphold truthfulness in our understanding and application. Interestingly, the Bible refers to days of the week by their numerical sequence, rather than assigning specific names.

For instance, in Genesis 1:5 and Exodus 20:8-11, days are identified by their numerical order. However, humans have assigned names to days, derived from ancient pagan cultures and celestial bodies. 

Notably, the seventh day, observed as the Sabbath, is not inherently a day's name. Instead, Sabbath denotes the act of rest, occurring on the seventh day.

The Bible's emphasis on numerical sequence underscores God's design for humanity to count and observe time, as seen in Genesis 1:14 and Exodus 16:4-5. Assigning names to days can be seen as a subtle rebellion against God's intention.

This divergence from biblical simplicity raises important questions. How do our cultural traditions align with biblical teachings? Do our naming conventions reflect our worship and values? What does this say about our relationship with the Lord worshipped by Jews and Gentiles?

By recognizing this disparity, we are reminded of the importance of returning to biblical foundations and embracing the simplicity of God's design. The Bible's silence on naming days suggests a focus on numerical sequence, highlighting God's sovereignty over time.

In this context, our understanding of time and worship is invited to align more closely with biblical principles, rather than cultural or pagan influences.

As we embark on our wayward examinations of Easter traditions, we'll commence with the inaugural day of this holiday, Good Friday, and uncover its significance. Assuming the Bible's accuracy, we'll delve into the underlying motives behind Good Friday's observance, questioning whether its origins are rooted in truth or misconception.

Is Good Friday genuinely "good," or does its significance stem from a misguided narrative? To answer this, we'll examine the biblical account of Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection, investigate the historical and cultural context surrounding Good Friday's establishment, and analyze potential motives behind its observance, exploring whether they align with biblical teachings.

By scrutinizing the facts and motivations, we aim to separate truth from tradition, gaining a deeper understanding of Good Friday's authenticity and significance within the Christian faith.

We'll reference key scriptures, such as Matthew 27:32-56, which describes Jesus' crucifixion, John 19:31-37, which recounts Jesus' burial, and 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, which affirms Jesus' resurrection.

Through this inquiry, our goal is to uncover the biblical basis for Good Friday's observance, identify potential discrepancies between scripture and tradition, and clarify the meaning and significance of Good Friday for believers today.

Observed on the Friday before Easter Sunday, the day holds profound significance in the Christian calendar. It marks the solemn commemoration of Jesus Christ's crucifixion and ultimate sacrifice on the cross for the redemption of humanity. This day is reserved for introspection, fervent prayer, and reverence, as Christians worldwide unite in remembrance. 

However, it is essential to acknowledge that the traditional observance of Good Friday is not entirely aligned with biblical accuracy. The term "Good Friday" is derived from the Old English phrase "God's Friday," signifying a day dedicated to God. The assumption that Friday was the day of crucifixion stems from the misconception that the day following was a Sabbath, without recognizing that biblical Sabbaths include Holy Convocation days, also known as High-day Sabbaths, not just the seventh day of the week. 

This clarification invites a deeper understanding of the biblical narrative, encouraging a more nuanced appreciation for the events surrounding Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection.

In ancient times, the concept of the Sabbath held a nuanced understanding. The people of that era recognized the Sabbath as a distinct day, separate from other days of rest or observance, but not limited to only the seventh day. This understanding is crucial to grasp, as it underscores the significance of the Sabbath in the biblical narrative, even though the Seventh Day was the regular Sabbath. 

Before we proceed, let's distinguish between Passover and Easter, and explore which feast influenced the other. 

Passover is a significant Jewish holiday that commemorates the Israelites' liberation from slavery in Egypt, as told in the book of Exodus. It is observed on the 14th day of the Hebrew month of Abib/Nisan, typically in March or April. Easter, on the other hand, is a Christian holiday that celebrates the resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is observed on a Sunday, typically in March or April, and is linked to the Passover because Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection occurred during the Passover festival.

While Passover and Easter are distinct holidays, they share a historical connection. Jesus' Last Supper with his disciples was a Passover Seder, and his crucifixion and resurrection are seen by Christians as the fulfillment of the Passover themes of redemption and liberation.

Over time, Easter has incorporated distinctive traditions and symbolism, such as Easter eggs, originating from ancient pagan cultures (e.g., Germanic and Anglo-Saxon). Nevertheless, Easter's roots are intertwined with the Jewish Passover observance (Exodus 12:1-28). However, not everyone embraces Easter eggs and associated customs. Many Christians strictly focus on commemorating Jesus Christ's death and resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:1-4), avoiding pagan influences. 

The origin of the name "Easter" is complex and debated among scholars. The name may come from the Germanic goddess of spring and fertility, Eostre, whose festival was celebrated at the same time of year as the Christian holiday, and the name may have been adopted as a result of cultural syncretism.

Alternatively, the name "Easter" may come from the Hebrew word "Pesach" (Passover) or the Aramaic word "Pascha", which was used to describe the Jewish holiday. Early Christians may have adapted this name to create "Easter".

The exact timing of when the name "Easter" originated is unclear, but it is believed to have emerged in the early Middle Ages, around the 6th or 7th century CE. The name "Easter" was first used in English in the 7th century, and it gradually replaced earlier names for the holiday, such as "Pascha" or "Resurrection Day".

However, the name "Easter" is not universally used. 

Fundamentally, is Easter synonymous with the Passover holy days? While spiritual significance takes precedence over physical alignment in the church, our physical reality remains integral to our lives. Literal events and dates hold importance. Good Friday, observed on the Friday preceding Easter Sunday, commemorates Jesus Christ's crucifixion and redemption of humanity (1 Corinthians 5:7-8). This solemn day is reserved for introspection, prayer, and reverence.  However, the question persists: is it truly Passover, or a distinct celebration? 

For clarity, let's examine the pivotal Council of Nicaea (325 AD), where church fathers collectively established Easter, diverging from the biblical Passover. At this council, they ignored specific dates and instead adopted a weekly observance, fixing Easter on the first day of the week, presumed to be the Resurrection Day. We will revisit this topic to explore whether Jesus Christ actually rose on Sunday or shortly before. 

The Council brought together Christian bishops from the Eastern and Western Roman Empires. Emperor Constantine I, who ruled from 306 to 337 AD, convened and presided over the council. Other key figures included Alexander of Alexandria, Bishop of Alexandria from 312 to 328 AD, who played a crucial role in shaping the council's agenda. Athanasius of Alexandria, Alexander's protégé and future bishop, also attended. Eusebius of Nicomedia, Bishop of Nicomedia from 318 to 341 AD, led the Arian faction, while Marcellus of Ancyra, Bishop of Ancyra from 314 to 336 AD, strongly opposed Arianism. Approximately 300 bishops represented various regions.

The Council of Nicaea resolved several significant issues that continue to impact Christianity and Western society today. One key issue addressed was the controversy surrounding the day of Easter (Pascha). The council decreed that Easter would be celebrated on the first Sunday following the full moon after the vernal equinox, effectively separating it from the Jewish Passover. This was a set day, unlike the Passover's set date. 

Although Good Friday was not explicitly mentioned at the Nicaea Council, the separation of Easter from the Jewish Passover likely influenced Western Christianity's observation of a "Day of Preparation" or "Parasceve" on Friday during the 4th to 6th centuries. By the 7th to 8th centuries, Good Friday had emerged as a distinct observance linked to Easter. During the Medieval period, Good Friday evolved into a day of solemn procession, prayer, and cross veneration. 

In this context, Easter and Good Friday appear to have developed into separate observances, losing their original ties to Passover which is observed on specific dates of the Hebrew calendar, the 14th to 21st Abib. Good Friday has arguably become a commemorative day, analogous to internationally recognized days like Mother's Day, Father's Day, or International Women's Day. Such days function as tributes, disconnected from their historical roots. 

In contrast, Passover remains an observance deeply rooted in its original significance and timing, commemorating the Israelites' liberation from slavery in Egypt. For Christians, the Paschal period – from Jesus' crucifixion to His resurrection – coincides with the Jewish Passover. 

Some Christians choose to observe Passover according to the Jewish calendar, aligning with the biblical account in Exodus 12.

Interestingly, Easter days are determined by lunar calculations. By embracing lunar dictates, Christianity honors its Jewish roots while celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Consequently, Easter's date varies annually, falling between March 22 and April 25. 

The celestial bodies in the sky, the lunar included, serve a purpose, not mere decoration. They are useful, even essential, to humanity. For example, the magi from the East followed a star to locate Jesus' birthplace, demonstrating their significance.

The Bible cautions against astrology, not because it's inherently evil, but because its power demands responsible handling. Without proper understanding, astrology can be detrimental. 

According to Deuteronomy 29:29, God's revelations are meant for us and our children, while secrets, including astrology and occult mysteries, remain under the Lord's discretion. This scripture cautions us to prioritize revealed truths and avoid speculative or occult pursuits (Colossians 2:8, 1 Timothy 6:20-21). Consequently, obediently following God's commands is the safest approach. 

Consider radio waves, which traverse vacuums and influence human life. Before their discovery, who knew they existed? Similarly, the zodiac impacts individuals from birth, making timing crucial. Therefore, the best approach is to follow God's orders obediently, as safety precautions. 

God's prohibition on certain practices (Deuteronomy 29:29) acknowledges their existence and potency, but reserves them for His divine purposes, not human execution. Astronomers' emphasis on precise timing underscores the intricate design of God's celestial workings, demonstrating His sovereignty over all.  

And so, observing feasts like Passover on precise dates and days synchronizes us with the Divine and natural rhythms. Random timing won't suffice; calibration with the cosmic entity is essential.

The Council of Nicaea's decision to fix Easter Sunday on the first Sunday after the full moon following the vernal equinox seems perplexing, given the historical context. However, a plausible explanation lies in the variable date of 14 Abib. The lunar-based Hebrew calendar meant the date wouldn't always fall on the day of the week, in this case Wednesday, as we shall see later. Consequently, Jesus' resurrection, occurring on Sunday dawn, wouldn't consistently align with the calendar. For this reason, the Council sought stability and uniformity. 

While their decision was practical, adopting the name "Easter" for the for the "Passion Week" creates confusion, as it overlaps with pre-Christian, pagan spring festivals (Eostre/Ostara). The name obliterates the historical connection to Passover and Jesus' crucifixion. 

The Christian celebration of Easter has a complex history, raising questions about its alignment with the faith's core values. While early Christianity sought to capitalize on existing gatherings and festivals, integrating pagan traditions into the resurrection narrative sparks debate.

As mentioned earlier, the term 'Easter' possibly originated from Eostre, the ancient Germanic goddess of spring and fertility. Her spring equinox festival was likely absorbed into Christianity, incorporating symbols such as eggs (representing new life) and rabbits (embodying fertility). 

While the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD formally established Easter as a Christian holiday. Over time, Easter evolved, blending Jewish and pagan elements with Christian traditions.

This blending of traditions raises concerns. Is it viable to capitalize on pagan Easter celebrations and turn them into a Christian gathering? By retaining Eostre's name and symbols, are Christians inadvertently venerating the ancient goddess?

This practice seems to diverge from the Christian faith, where Jesus Christ is the center of everything. The presence of pagan elements may shift focus away from Jesus and onto worldly themes.

Scripture warns against such syncretism, urging separation from worldly influences and avoidance of idolatry. In Exodus 20:3-5, God commands, "You shall have no other gods before Me." Revelation 18:4 cautions, "Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins."

The implications are significant. By blending pagan practices with Christian worship, the gospel may be diluted, and confusion may arise. 

However, viewed from a different perspective, Christians commemorate Jesus' Resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:1-4), rather than celebrating Easter gods. This distinction highlights the centrality of Jesus' victory over death in Christian faith. Interestingly, our days of the week have origins worth noting. Sunday, for instance, comes from "dies Solis," honoring the Sun god. We have "Sunday School," yet those attending church on Saturday call it "Sabbath School." However, when asked which day is the Sabbath, they'll say Saturday, named after Saturn.

They can't simply say the Seventh Day because its identification depends on the starting point. In Zimbabwe, the Ndebele and Shona tribes count Monday as the First Day, Tuesday as the second, and so on, making Friday the fifth day and implying Sunday is the seventh.

Consider the name "Baal", which carries multiple nuanced meanings: father, lord, and husband. In biblical contexts, "Baal" refers to two distinct concepts. On one hand, it designates the pagan god Baal, worshipped by ancient Israel's neighbors and, occasionally, by the Israelites themselves (Numbers 25:3; 1 Kings 17:1). On the other hand, "Baal" can serve as a title or term for God, emphasizing His lordship or ownership, as seen in Hosea 2:16.

Although Baal is notoriously associated with pagan worship in the stories of Elijah and Jezebel, Scripture reveals a nuanced perspective. In Hosea 2:16, God surprisingly acknowledges "Baal" as one of His own names, highlighting its original Hebrew meaning, "Lord" or "Husband." Similarly, calling the Resurrection Day "Easter" – originally a spring festival honoring a pagan goddess – doesn't necessarily imply idolatrous intent. Many innocently use the term, unaware of its origins, having effectively repurposed it to celebrate Christ's resurrection. 

Interestingly, the Bible refers to three Hebrew youths as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, names given to them by the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar in honor of his gods. Their original Hebrew names were Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, but Scripture adopts the pagan-derived names. This precedent shows that using names with non-divine origins isn't unprecedented. Similarly, calling the Resurrection Day "Easter," a term rooted in ancient pagan celebrations, doesn't necessarily detract from its Christian significance.

In God's sovereign plan, every event has a purpose and nothing occurs by chance. Even seemingly accidental discoveries, like penicillin and X-rays, are part of His intricate design. God is not capricious or playful; everything serves a greater good.

The biblical account of Aaron's rod transforming into
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