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    The author’s parents and their grandson enjoy a rainy day soak at Sol Duc Hot Springs.


  

  
     
  APPENDIX: HONORABLE MENTIONS


  The hot springs listed in the previous sections all provide wonderful soaking opportunities. But there are also several other hot springs that for various reasons aren’t open for public bathing. In some cases hot springs pools and resorts that were once open to all have been purchased by owners who closed the bathing options to the public (and in some cases have even removed the soaking pools entirely). And some old spas have fallen into ruin, their empty pools and crumbling walls sitting quietly in open fields that were once filled with the laughter of soakers in decades past.


  The four additional hot springs listed below no longer provide a soothing soak to visitors, but they have such interesting histories that it’s worth including them in this guide (after all, this is a touring guide to hot springs, and not just a soaking guide!). If you happen to be near one of these closed hot springs, feel free to stop on public roads that provide a view of the closed resorts or old ruins. Savor the history from a distance, but don’t trespass on private property for a closer look.


  



 A. CRUMP GEYSER


 

  General description: A slumbering hot-water well that was at one time the site of the largest continuously erupting geyser in the United States.


  Location: South-central Oregon, 3 miles north of Adel.


  Development: Three geothermal exploration wells were drilled across the road from the Crump Geyser well in 2012. These wells have intersected 265-degree-F thermal waters. Exploration has continued over the past decade, with plans to develop a geo-thermal power plant if sufficient water flow and temperature are found.


  Best time to visit: Although the well that produces Crump Geyser has a fascinating history, it’s probably not worth a special trip just to see an enclosed wellhead. Nevertheless, if you’re visiting Hart Mountain National Antelope Refuge or Hunter’s Hot Springs in Lakeview, consider looping south through the Warner Valley to take a look at the well. The road past Crump Geyser is open year-round, so you can visit any time of the year.


  Restrictions: No Trespassing signs are posted on the fence enclosing the well at Crump Geyser. You can park your car about 50 yards from the well, but that’s about as close as you can approach.


  Access: Any vehicle can drive on paved CR 3-10 to see the hot-water well.


  Water temperature: The water temperature in the well has been measured at 220 to 230 degrees F.


  Nearby attractions: CR 3-10 (Hogback Road) continues north past Crump Geyser through the Warner Valley to the town of Plush. The Hart Mountain National Antelope Refuge (which contains Antelope Hot Springs) is about 20 miles northeast of Plush.


  Services: None available at the site of the Crump well. Drive 3.3 miles south to Adel for food, gas, and water at the Adel Restaurant. All other services are available in Lakeview.


  Camping: Drive north on CR 3-10 through Warner Valley to the Hart Mountain Antelope Refuge for overnight camping and RV spots (as well as a nice soak in Antelope Hot Springs). Other accommodations are available in Lakeview.


  Maps: Oregon State Highway Map; DeLorme: Oregon Atlas & Gazetteer, page 85, E6.


  GPS coordinates: N42.2265' / W119.8819'


  Contact info: Ormat Technologies Inc., 6140 Plumas St., Reno, NV 89519-6075; (775) 356-9029; www.ormat.com.


  Finding the springs: From Lakeview drive north for 4 miles on US 395 to the junction with OR 140. Turn east onto OR 140 and drive about 30 miles to the small community of Adel. Turn north onto CR 3-10 (also called Hogback Road) and drive 3.3 miles. On the west side of the road, look for a No Trespassing sign on a fence. Park your car near the sign. About 50 yards west of the sign, you’ll see a mound of earth next to an 8-by-8-foot enclosure. Inside the enclosure is the wellhead for Crump Geyser.


  About 200 yards east of the well (across the county road) are some small remnants of long-extinct geyser cones and other mineral deposits that indicate geothermal activity in past years. You’ll also see signs indicating the geothermal exploration activities underway since 2012.


  


  History


  In the early 1950s a rancher named Charles Crump owned 1,300 acres of hay and pastureland in the barren Warner Valley east of Lakeview. In 1959 Crump decided that he needed a new source of irrigation water, so he drilled a well on the west side of the valley. To his surprise the well hit a pocket of hot steam and began erupting every few hours.


  Crump was intrigued with the commercial potential of his steaming well; he knew that similar wells had been drilled in California and were being used to power electrical generation plants. Four years after drilling his initial well, Crump contracted with Magma Power Company of Los Angeles to drill a larger and deeper well near his little geyser, hoping to find 300-degree-F steam that could power a steam turbine for an electrical generator.


  In the summer of 1959, Magma Power arrived at Crump’s ranch and drilled a 20-inch-diameter well more than 1,600 feet deep. The drillers recorded water and steam temperatures of 250 degrees F in the well, but the 1950s technology for converting geothermal steam to electricity required even hotter temperatures (near 300 degrees F). Disappointed with the water temperature, the energy company removed the drill rig and headed back to California.


  Thinking the well was a failure, Crump returned to his ranching. Two days after the well had been abandoned, though, it roared to life, erupting a plume of steam and water that rose more than 150 feet into the air at a continuous volume of 400 and 500 gallons per minute. Unlike the little geyser that Crump had drilled a few years earlier, this new gusher of steam and hot water erupted continuously for more than nine full months.


  It must have been an amazing experience to drive through the barren Warner Valley and see the great geyser roaring out of Crump’s well. The Oregonian sent a reporter in January 1960 to report on this geologic wonder:


 
    Nature has her wires crossed in a quiet valley some 30 miles northeast of Lakeview, and the result is a spectacular nightmare of ice and steam that few folks are likely ever to see.


  The scene is a small patch of land in a corner of the Warner Valley on the ranch of Charles A. Crump. This is Crump’s Geyser, a gusher of water, boiling from the earth at 220 degrees in a stream that spouts 150 feet into the air, at least 30 feet higher than Old Faithful.


  The icy wind blowing down from the Warner Rim has caught up the steam, freezing some of it before it hits the ground and creating a three-acre sea of ice that ripples over the field and roadway in one great slippery blanket. Taut fence wire has been crushed to the ground by the heavy sheets of ice built up by the freezing vapor from the geyser, fence posts have been transformed into marble-like columns, almost alive with the layer upon layer of ice built up on the freezing weather.
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    Geothermal exploration near Crump Geyser


  The geyser may have continued to spout for a very long time, but vandals clogged the well with boulders and rocks in the spring of 1960. The wondrous Crump Geyser has never erupted since.


  The story doesn’t end there, however. The original irrigation well that Crump had drilled five years earlier ceased erupting when the massive 1959 geyser sprang to life. After the vandalism halted the eruption of the new geyser, Crump’s “old” geyser began to spout again intermittently, erupting 90 feet into the air every 8 to 10 hours.


  Through the 1960s and 1970s, the “old” geyser continued its infrequent display, but over time the intervals increased between eruptions, and eventually the geyser ceased altogether. As late as the mid-1990s, the Crumps could occasionally force an eruption by lowering a bucket into the well until it filled with water and then retrieving it, an action that disturbed the dynamics of the water pressure just enough to cause the geyser to blow.


  Interest in the Crump well and surrounding areas revived around 2010, when a geothermal energy company invested money in new exploration wells searching for hotter water and steam. At least three exploration wells have been drilled across the road from the original Crump well, and temperatures over 260 degrees F have been found. Further research and exploration are planned, with expectations of finding water temperatures exceeding 300 degrees F that could be used in a geothermal power plant to produce electricity.


  



 B. BLUE MOUNTAIN HOT SPRINGS


 

  General description: A peaceful, warm-water swimming pool on the grounds of a former guest ranch. The pool has been closed to the public since the early 2000s.


  Location: Northeast Oregon, 10 miles southeast of Prairie City near the Strawberry Mountain Wilderness.


  Development: The hot springs have been home to a hotel and swimming pool for well over a century, although the public is not currently allowed.


  Best time to visit: The hot springs swimming pool is currently (as of 2020) closed to the public, so there’s no good time to visit.


  Restrictions: None; closed to the public.


  Access: Any vehicle can make the 10-mile trip along the blacktop road from Prairie City to the road to the hot springs. But it’s likely you’ll encounter a No Trespassing sign before you leave the main road.


  Water temperature: The hot springs average 136 degrees F, cooling to 120 degrees F as the water enters the swimming pool 10 feet to the north. The temperature of the swimming pool hovers around 100 degrees F.


  Nearby attractions: The 1.5 million-acre Malheur National Forest surrounding Blue Mountain Hot Springs is home to many recreational opportunities. The forest offers camping, fishing, snowmobiling, hunting, and other outdoor opportunities. Strawberry Mountain Wilderness attracts backpackers who explore the alpine lakes surrounding the peak of 9,038-foot Strawberry Mountain. Malheur National Forest was in the world spotlight in the late 1990s when scientists announced that they had discovered the largest organism on earth in the forest near Prairie City. The organism, a subterranean mushroom named Armillaria ostoyae, covers an area more than 3 miles across (that’s more than 1,500 football fields) and extends an average of 3 feet into the ground. This monster mushroom has probably been growing for close to 2,500 years, slowly extending its filaments through tree roots beneath the forest floor. In autumn small brown mushrooms pop up to the surface after rain showers, but the threadlike filaments that comprise the bulk of the organism remain hidden beneath the surface. Scientists from Oregon State University discovered the mushroom after looking at aerial photos of large expanses of trees killed by root rot caused by the mushroom. Stop by the Forest Service ranger station in Prairie City for more information on this botanical behemoth.


  Services: The Prairie City area offers some unique accommodations, including the Riverside Schoolhouse Bed & Breakfast (541-820-4731, www.riversideschoolhouse.com), which is 4 miles north of the hot springs on CR 62, and the Hotel Prairie (541-820-4800, www.hotelprairie.com), located within the city limits of Prairie City.


  Camping: Several campgrounds are nearby, including Depot Park (which is the city park in Prairie City). Depot Park has facilities for both tent camping and RVs. There are also several campgrounds south of Blue Mountain Hot Springs in the Malheur National Forest and Strawberry Mountain Wilderness. Stop at the Forest Service office in Prairie City for current camping information and regulations.


  Maps: Oregon State Highway Map; DeLorme: Oregon Atlas & Gazetteer, page 78, D3.


  GPS coordinates: N44.3548' / W118.5748'


  Contact info: Blue Mountain Hot Springs, Star Route, Prairie City, OR 97876; (541) 820-3744.


  Finding the springs: From US 26 in Prairie City, turn south onto Main Street. Drive 0.3 mile, then turn right onto Bridge Street. Continue south on Bridge Street across the John Day River. Bridge Street then turns into CR 62 (also called Logan Valley Road or South Side of River Road). Drive 10 miles southeast on CR 62. Between mileposts 10 and 11, look for a large black mailbox and a private property sign on the north side of the road. If the hot springs are still closed to the public, you may have to turn around at this point without going up about one-third mile past an old homestead to the 2-story Blue Mountain Lodge.


  


  THE HOT SPRINGS


  The open-air concrete swimming pool has changed little in the past half century. The pool is about 4 feet deep and measures 30 feet by 70 feet. The actual hot springs bubble into a small basin 10 feet west of the swimming pool on the opposite side of a chain-link fence. Plastic pipes bring the 120-degree-F natural hot water into the pool. The pool temperature averages about 100 degrees F. The warmest soaking spot is near the concrete steps close to the pipe where the main hot springs enter the pool.


  History


  The hot springs were first claimed in the 1860s by homesteader John Douglas, who built a log house and an enclosed swimming pool. Blue Mountain Hot Springs became a popular vacation destination, and subsequent owners in the early 1900s built a hotel, a dance hall, a horse stable, a bathhouse, and an icehouse.

  
  E. C. Tuttle purchased the hotel and hot springs in 1945. Tuttle, who made his fortune as an executive with the Winchester Firearms and Ammunition Company, closed the springs to public access. From 1945 until 1965 Tuttle used the property as a private retreat for his family and friends.


  Testimonies abound as to the healing properties of the mineral water at Blue Mountain Hot Springs. In 1945 a construction worker spent five months at the springs, performing carpentry work on Blue Mountain Lodge for the new owner. More than two decades after his summer at the springs, the construction worker wrote a letter to the current owners of the resort, describing the wonderful benefits he received from the hot springs water:



   My Dear Sir:


  I am enclosing a picture of the Blue Mountain Lodge as it looked when I arrived there April 18, 1945 and also a picture of the completed work taken on September 20, 1945. Everybody was pleased with outcome including the




 [image: 62 26 26 Lake Butte Dixie Butte Slide Mountain Strawberry Mountain 9,038 ft. STRAWBERRY RANGE Middle Fork John Day River John Day River John Day River Blue Mountain Hot Springs Strawberry Road Canyon City Prairie City WHITMAN NATIONAL FOREST MALHEUR MALHEUR NATIONAL FOREST STRAWBERRY MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS 5 km.]


  [image: The swimming pool at Blue Mountain Hot Springs]

    The swimming pool at Blue Mountain Hot Springs


 
    owner Mr. Tuttle, my boss, Mr. Stanton, the architect and myself as supervising the architects.


  You know I received a reward for my part in this work, besides my pay.

  
  When I went up to do this work at Blue Mountain Hot Springs, I didn’t feel too good. I had been troubled with arthritis in my hands, feet, legs, arms and shoulder for some time—about eight years or more. I normally weighed 165 pounds and when I went on the job up there I weighed 142 pounds. Anyway, after about six weeks on the job I noticed I was feeling better and my joints didn’t hurt as much. I had been drinking the hot water from the spring from then until fall or September. I sure filled up on the hot water and cold water from the irrigation ditch from Rail Creek. I expect I drank about a gallon or more of hot water each day. That fall and before, the swelling in my hand and my hurting joints had all gone away. I helped the caretaker of the ranch split his wood after living there a month. I went home without an ache or pain and I weighed 172 pounds. I have never had any arthritis since—that was my extra pay and bonus. I am grateful that I took on the supervisor’s job at the Blue Mountain Hot Springs and I hope some other person with that trouble would try it out. I think it would work even if they didn’t have the same kind of arthritis that I had.


  Yours truly,


  Charles R. Kaufman


  Portland, Oregon


  


  Upon Tuttle’s death in 1965, Eugene and Helen Ricco purchased Blue Mountain Hot Springs and reopened the swimming pool to the public. The Riccos also reopened the Blue Mountain Lodge and provided room and board to guests. The Ricco family still owns the pool and adjacent ranch, although the hotel and pool are no longer open to the public.


  



 C. LEHMAN HOT SPRINGS


 

  General description: A popular mountain resort that featured one of the largest pools in the Pacific Northwest. The resort has been closed to the public since 2009.


  Location: Northeast Oregon, 38 miles west of La Grande in the Blue Mountains.


  Development: First developed in the 1880s as a summer resort, Lehman Hot Springs was an all-season destination for outdoor enthusiasts.


  Best time to visit: The resort was busy year-round until it closed to the public in 2009. Families often rented the large bunkhouse for reunions. Mountain biking was popular in summer, hunters used the resort as a base in fall, and winter brought a migration of snowmobilers and cross-country skiers. Hopefully these activities will once again become available if the resort reopens.


  Restrictions: Bathing suits were required in the pools when the resort was open.


  Access: Any vehicle can make the trip on the paved highway and gravel road that lead to the hot springs. A No Trespassing sign and barrier is in place just before reaching the resort, so visitors can’t enjoy the resort unless it reopens to the public.


  Water temperature: The hot springs average a steamy 168 degrees F at their source on the hillside above the pools. The thermal soaking pool temperatures vary with the season, ranging from 92 to 130 degrees F.


  Nearby attractions: The hot springs are a private inholding surrounded by the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest. East of the resort, Hilgard State Park offers camping and picnic spots along the banks of the Grande Ronde River. Close by is the Anthony Lakes Mountain Resort, featuring both downhill and cross-country skiing. West of the hot springs, the Forest Service maintains the Winoma-Frazier Off-Highway Vehicle Complex, which provides motorized-vehicle enthusiasts with more than 100 miles of trails.


  Services: If the hot springs ever reopen to the public, a variety of on-site lodging may be available. A deli and gift shop were located next to the swimming pools, but these are currently closed to the public, as is the entire resort.


  Camping: Camping is available at the Forest Service’s Frazier Campground, situated 2 miles east of Lehman Hot Springs. To reach the campground, drive 2 miles east on OR 244, then turn south onto FR 5226 for 0.5 mile.


  Maps: Oregon State Highway Map; DeLorme: Oregon Atlas & Gazetteer, page 74, F2.


  GPS coordinates: N45.1509' / W118.6601'


  Contact info: Lehman Hot Springs, Box 187, Ukiah, OR 97880; (541) 427-3015; www.lehmanhotsprings.org.


  Finding the springs: From La Grande drive west on I-84 for 7.5 miles. Turn south onto OR 244. Drive southwest for 30 miles to milepost 17. Turn south onto Lehman Springs Road (CR 917) for 1.5 miles to the hot springs resort. If you’re heading from Ukiah, drive 16 miles east on OR 244 to milepost 17 and turn south. You’ll likely be stopped by a closed gate posted with a No Trespassing sign. Hopefully the resort will be reopened to the public in the future.


  


  THE HOT SPRINGS


  The steaming valley first discovered by James Lehman contains more than fifty separate hot springs that bubble to the surface 500 yards uphill from the swimming pools. The runoff from these springs forms a hot-water creek that flows parallel to a cold-water creek a few feet away. Legend has it that visitors to the hot springs would fish for trout in the cold stream. Upon catching a dinner-sized fish, the angler would swing the hooked fish into the adjacent hot-water creek, where it would cook in a few minutes.


  The largest of the many hot springs is collected into pipes that lead downhill to the swimming-pool complex. Hot water first enters the smallest and hottest pool, which reaches a maximum temperature of 130 degrees F in summer, cooling to around 110 degrees F in winter. First-time bathers sometimes try to soak in this pool, but it’s almost always too hot. The middle pool is a more comfortable 106 to 108 degrees F, whereas the lower pool stays between 92 and 96 degrees F. The temperature in the cold-water pool hovers around 55 degrees F. The four pools combined exceed 9,000
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    No Trespassing signs on the road to Lehman Hot Springs
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  square feet, which resort literature claims is the largest swimming pool complex in the Pacific Northwest.


  History


  Legend has it that the Umatilla and Cayuse tribes summered in the area near the hot springs to pick huckleberries. James Lehman and Dr. John Teel were the first Europeans to visit the hot springs. While hunting in the area in the fall of 1871, Lehman and Teel followed some deer tracks into a small canyon, where they discovered the steaming hot water. The men camped near the springs overnight, then traveled to Pendleton the next day to file a claim on the land. The hot springs were called “Teel Springs” until the death of Dr. Teel in 1880, when James Lehman became the sole owner and namesake.


  Within a few years Lehman turned the natural springs into a popular summer resort, complete with hotel, store, barbershop, dance hall, and swimming pool. According to a history of the resort written by Mildred Searcey, hot mud baths were available in small cabins built next to the pool, where guests would soak in “slimy, gooey mud.”


  The twenty-eight-room hotel that Lehman built was eventually destroyed by fire, and the other original resort buildings were replaced. Patrick and Rachel Lucas purchased the resort in the 1990s. Water quality became an issue in 2009, and the resort was closed to the public by court order. Fancho “Fee” Stubblefield purchased the resort in 2012 and has been working to bring the resort back up to code and reopen it. (Fancho’s grandfather, also named Fancho, had purchased Lehman Hot Springs in 1925 for $500, and the Stubblefield family has had a long association with the property.)


  



 D. MEDICAL SPRINGS


 

  General description: A pioneer resort that featured an Olympic-size swimming pool and large hotel. The pool and hotel have been closed to the public for decades.


  Location: Northeast Oregon, 35 miles southeast of La Grande in the foothills of the Wallowa Mountains.


  Development: The hot springs have been used commercially since the first bathhouse was built in 1869. The hot water is currently used for heating a private lodge and an Olympic-size swimming pool. Unfortunately the pool is off-limits to the public, but it’s worth stopping for a quick look.


  Best time to visit: OR 203 passes right by Medical Springs, so you can drive through the area any time of the year. You can observe the large swimming pool and old hotel from the road.


  Restrictions: The pool, hotel, and general store are closed to the public.


  Access: You can easily view the pool, hotel, and old general store, since OR 203 runs within a few yards of all these structures. But stay on the roadside when observing.


  Water temperature: The hot springs emerge from the ground at 140 degrees F and then are piped 200 yards to the 50-by-150-foot swimming pool, where the water is cooled to around 104 degrees F.


  Nearby attractions: The charming Victorian-era town of Union is 20 miles northwest of Medical Springs. Union County Museum has excellent cowboy and geology exhibits, as well as period rooms. The Eagle Cap Wilderness northeast of Medical Springs offers several hiking trails to high mountain lakes. Consider driving the 95-mile-long, figure-eight Grande Tour from La Grande to Hot Lake Springs and on to Union and Medical Springs. The tour then circles back to Union and north to Cove before returning to La Grande. This is a good daylong tour if you’re staying in La Grande or Union. In addition to Medical Springs, you’ll see the hot springs and hotel at Hot Lake Springs, the soaking pool at Eagles Hot Lake RV Resort, and the warm-water swimming pool in Cove. Pick up a tour map and area highlight descriptions at the La Grande/Union County Visitors and Convention Bureau.


  Services: None available at the springs. A small general store at one time operated near the swimming pool, but this has been closed for several years. You’ll need to drive to Union or La Grande for gas, groceries, and restaurants. For a historical overnight lodging experience, stay at the Union Hotel in the nearby town of Union. The hotel was built in 1921 in the American Renaissance style. Call (541) 562-1200 or visit www.theunionhotel.com.


  Camping: There’s a nice creek-side campground in Catherine Creek State Park, 12 miles northwest of Medical Springs on OR 203.


  Maps: Oregon State Highway Map; DeLorme: Oregon Atlas & Gazetteer, page 75, F7.


  GPS coordinates: N45.0166' / W117.6292'


  Finding the springs: From La Grande drive 15 miles south on OR 203 to the town of Union. Continue through Union southeast on OR 203 for an additional 20 miles to Medical Springs. Park your car on the side of the road across from the swimming pool and take a look over the fence at the historic bathing spot.


  


  History


  Medical Springs is inextricably linked to Dunham Wright, one of the most influential frontier politicians in eastern Oregon. Originally from the Midwest, Wright moved to Cove, Oregon, in the early 1860s. Barely 20 years old, Wright was anxious to purchase his own land. A rancher in the area told Wright about some unclaimed property southeast of Cove that had hot springs, and Wright rode out to investigate. Years later, in his memoirs, Wright described his first view of Medical Springs and the Native Americans camped nearby:


  
     The springs were located in a big willow grove. The men would build a number of small dams across the streams that ran from the springs. The water would accumulate to the depth of about twenty inches. Sticks were placed around the edge, and then a big elk hide or blanket would be stretched across the top to keep the steam in. The men would then crawl in like “dogs in a kennel.” When they were done steaming, they would jump into the cold water creek, which they had dammed to about three feet deep. This was thirty yards from the hot springs (where the hotel later stood). The final stage was to get out of the water, wrap themselves in warm blankets, then “lay down to almost melt in their tepees.”
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    The old swimming pool at Medical Springs
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    Road sign outside Medical Springs
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  Wright’s bride, Artemesia, encouraged him to stake a claim to the property, which he did in December 1868. Wright built a log cabin and a small log bathhouse on the property in 1869. Shortly after moving to Medical Springs, Wright became active in state politics and served for ten years in the Oregon State Legislature.


  The little resort attracted visitors from nearby Union and La Grande. In 1886 Wright built his first hotel. The two-story structure measured 26 by 100 feet and contained forty guest rooms. In 1905 he added a sanitarium and additional rooms to the hotel, as well as a livery stable, a general store, and a post office. The remodeled hotel featured two parlors, “one with a pool table for the men, and the other a piano for the women.” A large maple-floored ballroom occupied the upper floor.


  Wright was proud of the beautiful surroundings of his resort. A brochure produced to market the resort claimed that “the pure mountain air, the grand scenery, the excellent fishing and hunting are valuable adjuncts in tempting the invalid out of his morbid self, and fostering in him renewed courage and hope.”


  Unlike the fancy hotel and sanitarium at nearby Hot Lake, which attracted well-heeled visitors, Wright’s resort attracted a rough-edged crowd, including “miners with rheumatism, gamblers who played a hard game of cards and smoked old stogies, and rowdy, drunken cowboys over-zealous with their six-shooters.” For a time Wright sponsored a rodeo at the resort. Apparently the popular event ended when, according to his grandson, Wright realized that he couldn’t control the crowd: “too many drunken cowboys and only one sheriff per county.” Even normally genteel activities at the resort were boisterous. One newspaper article noted that “irate croquet players were known to end a match by shooting at the balls.”


  A fire destroyed the wooden hotel in 1917. Wright had not adequately insured the structure and only had enough funds to build a smaller six-room hotel on the property the following year. In 1929 Wright built the open-air pool that is still used by his descendants. He continued to live at the resort until his death in 1942, shortly after his one-hundredth birthday.


  Medical Springs closed to the public in the 1950s when a lumber mill in a nearby town went out of business. Most of the town residents who had frequented Medical Springs were thrown out of work and left the area, which caused a drastic reduction in resort revenues.


  Wright’s descendants still live in the old hotel at Medical Springs. The swimming pool is closed to the public; only Wright’s family members and the occasional local scout troop swim in the waters.
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  Jeff Birkby’s fascination with hot springs began in the early 1980s when he managed geothermal-energy projects for the Montana Department of Natural Resources. During his years of working for the state of Montana, Jeff developed a passion for hot springs lore, especially the stories and legends of hot springs in the northwestern United States. Jeff is a member of the Humanities Montana Speakers Bureau and often lectures on the social history of hot springs of the West. Jeff is also the author of the FalconGuide Touring Hot Springs Montana and Wyoming, as well as Geothermal Energy in Montana—A Consumer’s Guide, published by the Montana Department of Environmental Quality. He also authored Images of America—Montana’s Hot Springs through Arcadia Publishing in 2018.


  Jeff consults with hot springs owners on how they can use their geothermal resources for greenhouse, pool, and space heating, as well as for electric power generation.


  More than a dozen soakable hot springs are within a 2-hour drive of Jeff’s home in Missoula, Montana.


  If you have comments, corrections, or fresh information about any Washington or Oregon hot springs, send your insights to Jeff Birkby c/o Falcon Publishing, or e-mail Jeff at jeffbirkby@gmail.com. He will check out your information for future editions of this guide.
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