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Prologue
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Imagine standing in a crowd of over 250,000 people, all gathered in front of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C. The air is electric with excitement and hope. Then, a man steps up to the microphone. His voice is powerful, his words unforgettable:

"I have a dream..."

That man was Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and his dream was for a world where people would be treated equally, no matter the color of their skin. But his journey didn’t start on that famous day in 1963. It began years earlier when he was just a young boy in the South, facing the unfairness of segregation.

Martin didn’t fight for justice with weapons or violence. He fought with words, marches, and peaceful protests. He believed that love and kindness were stronger than hate. And because of his courage, he helped change the laws and hearts of a nation.

This book will take you through the life of Martin Luther King Jr.—his childhood, his struggles, and his victories. You’ll learn about the people who stood beside him, the challenges he faced, and the powerful speeches he gave. Most importantly, you’ll see how one person, armed with hope and determination, can make the world a better place.

Martin’s dream didn’t end with him. It continues today, in people who stand up for fairness and justice. And maybe, just maybe, that dream lives inside you too.
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Chapter 1: A Boy Named Martin
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Martin Luther King Jr. was born on January 15, 1929, in a big house on Auburn Avenue in Atlanta, Georgia. He was not yet the famous leader the world would come to know, but just a little boy with big dreams. His parents, Martin Luther King Sr. and Alberta Williams King, named him Michael at birth. Yes, that’s right—his name wasn’t originally Martin! His father, a pastor at the Ebenezer Baptist Church, later changed both of their names to Martin in honor of a great religious leader named Martin Luther. Young Martin, or "M.L." as his family called him, grew up with his older sister Christine and younger brother Alfred in a close-knit, loving home filled with books, music, and faith. His parents taught him the importance of kindness, fairness, and standing up for what is right.

Even though he was raised with love and encouragement, the world outside his home was not always kind. Martin grew up in the South during a time when laws were unfair to Black people. This was called segregation, which meant that African Americans and white people had to use separate schools, parks, restaurants, and even drinking fountains. Many places didn’t allow Black people inside at all, simply because of the color of their skin. Even though Martin’s parents tried to protect him from these harsh realities, he still experienced racism at a young age. One day, he learned a painful lesson when his best friend, who was white, was no longer allowed to play with him. The boy’s parents told him that they couldn’t be friends anymore just because of Martin’s skin color. This hurt him deeply, and he couldn’t understand why the world worked this way. When he asked his parents about it, his mother sat him down and explained that many white people treated Black people unfairly, but he should never feel like he was less important than anyone else. She told him that he was just as good as anyone and that he should always be proud of who he was.

Martin was an intelligent and curious child. He loved learning new things and asking big questions about the world. He read every book he could find and even skipped two grades in school! He was so smart that he started college at just 15 years old—something very rare for someone so young. But even though he was a bright student, school wasn’t always easy. He had to attend an all-Black school because the law wouldn’t allow Black children to go to school with white children. The buildings, books, and supplies in Black schools were often old and worn out, while white schools had new materials. This unfairness stayed in Martin’s mind and made him wonder why things couldn’t be different.

Church was a big part of Martin’s life. His father and grandfather were both pastors, and his mother played the organ at church. Every Sunday, his family dressed in their best clothes and attended services filled with passionate speeches, powerful music, and the voices of people coming together to worship. Martin was deeply inspired by the way his father spoke to the congregation, using words to encourage and uplift others. He learned early on that words had power—the power to bring people together, to inspire hope, and to create change. He also learned that standing up for what is right sometimes meant facing challenges. His father was not afraid to speak out against unfair laws, and he once refused to leave a shoe store when the clerk insisted that Black customers had to be served in the back instead of the front. Watching his father take a stand planted a seed in young Martin’s heart—he knew he wanted to help change the world.

Although he was serious and thoughtful, Martin was also a fun-loving boy. He enjoyed playing outside with his brother and sister, riding his bicycle around the neighborhood, and playing pranks on his friends. He loved listening to music and was even known for his beautiful singing voice. Sometimes, he and his siblings would gather around the piano while their mother played, filling the house with songs and laughter. But no matter how much fun he had, there was always a part of him that thought deeply about the world and the way people treated one another.

As Martin grew older, he realized that the world around him was unfair, but he also believed that it didn’t have to stay that way. His parents taught him that education was important and that knowledge could help him make a difference. He worked hard in school, read everything he could, and listened closely to the lessons of great thinkers and leaders. He was inspired by the words of Mahatma Gandhi, who had fought against injustice in India using nonviolence. Martin started to believe that peaceful protest could be a powerful way to change the world.

Even though he was still just a boy, Martin was already beginning to dream of a world where people would be treated equally, no matter their skin color. He didn’t know it yet, but one day, he would stand in front of thousands of people and share that dream in a speech that would go down in history. But before he became a leader, before he became a symbol of hope, he was just a young boy named Martin, growing up in a world that was unfair but believing in something greater.
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Chapter 2: Growing Up in the South
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Martin Luther King Jr. grew up in the South, a place filled with warmth, tradition, and a strong sense of community, but also deep divisions and unfairness. He was born and raised in Atlanta, Georgia, a city known for its history, culture, and bustling neighborhoods. It was a place where families gathered for Sunday church services, children played in the streets, and people took pride in their homes and communities. However, Atlanta was also a city where racial segregation was a daily reality, shaping the way people lived, learned, and interacted with one another.

From an early age, Martin saw both the beauty and the struggles of the world around him. He lived in a middle-class Black neighborhood where families worked hard, looked out for one another, and shared strong values of faith, education, and perseverance. His father, Martin Luther King Sr., was a respected preacher, and his mother, Alberta, was a devoted mother and talented musician. In their home, Martin and his siblings were taught to be proud of who they were, to treat others with kindness, and to never let anyone make them feel inferior.

Even though Martin’s home life was filled with love, the world outside was different. In the South, segregation was everywhere. Black people and white people were forced to live separately, go to different schools, and use different public facilities. There were laws that kept Black people from eating in the same restaurants as white people, sitting in the same sections on buses, or even drinking from the same water fountains. If a Black person entered a store, they were expected to step aside if a white person walked in. Movie theaters had separate entrances for Black customers, and they were only allowed to sit in certain sections, usually the worst seats.

Martin first began to understand the harsh reality of segregation when he was very young. One of his best friends was a white boy who lived nearby. They played together often, running through the streets, laughing, and sharing their childhood adventures. But one day, when Martin was around six years old, something terrible happened. His friend’s parents told him they could no longer play together because Martin was Black. This was a heartbreaking moment for young Martin. He didn’t understand why skin color should make a difference in friendship. He went home, sad and confused, and asked his mother why this was happening. She gently explained that many white people believed they were better than Black people, but that wasn’t true. She told him he was just as good as anyone else and that he should never believe otherwise. Even though her words comforted him, the experience left a deep mark on his heart. It was his first painful encounter with racism, but it would not be his last.

As Martin grew older, he began to notice the unfairness all around him. He had to attend an all-Black school, while white children went to separate schools that were
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