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INTRODUCTION

Usain Bolt prepares to run, and win, the 100m sprint at the 2008 Olympics in his customized Puma ‘Complete Thesus’ running spikes.

Page 2: Michael Jordan wearing his famous Nike ‘Air Jordan 1’ sneakers.

Sneakers are a thoroughly modern item of footwear. Barely more than 150 years old, they have gone from niche and functional to fashionable and omnipresent. With various types of sneaker now considered acceptable footwear in virtually any situation, the sports shoe is no longer just a highly technical piece of performance equipment – it has made the transition to the high street.

Science and technology have traditionally been the catalyst for innovation in sneaker design – whether it has been studies of human motion by photographic pioneers like Eadweard Muybridge, or such wonders as vulcanized rubber and polyurethane foam created by material scientists. However, driven by these new technologies, it has been the willingness of designers and manufacturers to tear up the old ways of working and go back to designing from first principles that has provided so much innovation.

While this model of technology and innovation as the principal driver of visual style is still relevant, the influence of fashion on the design of sports shoes is stronger than ever. Just as design has helped to shape the development of sneakers, sneakers have also influenced design, art and popular culture. And sneakers, perhaps more than any other product, reveal the tensions and creative connections between the worlds of sport, design and fashion.

It is hard to avoid the fact that the sportswear and sneaker market is feeling increasingly homogenized: the three big manufacturers – Nike, adidas and PUMA – account for a considerable proportion of the market, and indeed of this book. That is not to say, however, that these large companies do not develop interesting shoes – in fact, far from it. One of the principal reasons for their continued success is how much of their resources are pumped back into developing new technologies and fresh visual styles.
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THE ORIGINAL PLIMSOLL

c.1850

A swimmer on the beach in Deauville, France, wears plimsolls in the summer of 1913. After their introduction, this new type of shoe became quickly popular throughout Europe, Australia and the United States.

Plimsolls – or, depending on where you are from, daps, gutties, sannies or pumps – set the foundations for the modern sports shoe. The need for plimsolls grew out of the burgeoning Victorian leisure industry, as the newly installed train network enabled British holidaymakers to travel to the coast in large numbers. To cope with the demands of a beachside holiday a new type of shoe, referred to as a ‘sand shoe’, began to emerge. Holidaymakers started wearing simple cotton canvas shoes with soles made from leather or rope. However, these were not particularly resilient to water, and it was not long before the New Liverpool Rubber Company started to make cotton canvas shoes with a rubber sole. The discovery of vulcanization, by American engineer Charles Goodyear, allowed rubber to be made stronger and more flexible, and also to be attached permanently to other materials, such as fabric. Despite this, the junction between sole and upper shoe remained a weakness and the New Liverpool Rubber Company introduced a tight band of elastic around the outside of the shoe that clamped the two together.

Sand shoes acquired the nickname ‘plimsolls’ sometimes after 1876 when a white line, called the plimsoll line, was introduced to the hulls of ships indicating the maximum depth to which the vessel might be safely immersed without taking on water. Similarly, the band around the outside of sand shoes could be used as an indicator to the wearer that they could stand in water up to this line without getting their feet wet.

8



OPS/nav.xhtml


 

 Contents



 

		Title



		Contents



		Introduction



		The original plimsoll c.1850



		‘Champion’ 1916



		‘Chuck Taylor All Stars’ 1917



		‘Green Flash’ 1929



		‘Jack Purcell’ 1935



		Jessie Owens’s running spikes 1936



		‘Samba’ 1950



		‘Suede Classic’ c.1960



		‘Stan Smith’ 1965



		‘Mexico 66’ 1966



		Custom ‘#44’ 1966



		‘Superstar’ 1970



		‘Cortez’ 1972



		‘The Waffle Trainer’ 1974



		‘410’ 1975



		‘Bata x Wilson x John Wooden’ 1977



		‘Air Tailwind’ 1978



		Adicolor series 1983



		‘Air Jordan 1’ 1984



		Peg system 1984



		Gucci Tennis 1984



		‘Air Trainer 1’ 1987



		‘Air Max 1’ 1987



		Pump 1988



		Shimano Pedalling Dynamics (SPD) 1990



		Nike anti-sweatshop campaign 1990s



		Disc system 1991



		‘Half-cab’ 1991



		‘Predator’ 1994



		‘Pelota’ 1995



		Platform sneakers 1996



		‘Air Foamposite 1’ 1997



		Mass customization 1999 –



		‘Air Woven Rainbow x HTM’ 2002



		Nike Laser Project 2003



		‘Air Force II x ESPO’ 2004



		‘FiveFingers’ 2005



		Customized ‘Complete Theseus’ 2008



		‘Jeremy Scott x Adidas’ 2008



		‘Nike Dunk x Liberty’ 2008



		‘Air Yeezy’ 2009



		‘Clever Little Bag’ 2010



		‘Roller-Boat’ 2010



		‘Air Mag’ 2011 (1989)



		Missoni x Converse Archive Project 2012



		‘Flyknit Racer’ 2012



		‘Urban Swift’ 2012



		Ossur Flex-Run with Nike sole 2012



		‘Concept 2’ 2012



		InCycle 2013



		Index



		Picture credits



		Credits









 

 Guide



 

		Cover



		Title



		Copyright



		Text beginning



 



 





		1



		2



		3



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		50



		51



		52



		53



		54



		55



		56



		57



		58



		59



		60



		61



		62



		63



		64



		65



		66



		67



		68



		69



		70



		71



		72



		73



		74



		75



		76



		77



		78



		79



		80



		81



		82



		83



		84



		85



		86



		87



		88



		89



		90



		91



		92



		93



		94



		95



		96



		97



		98



		99



		100



		101



		102



		103



		104



		105



		106



		107



		108



		109



		110



		111



		112











OPS/images/cover.jpg
DESIGN

FIFTY
SNEAKERS






OPS/images/page_002.jpg





OPS/images/page_003.jpg
DESIGN
MUSEUM

FIFTY
SNEAKERS

ALEX
NEWSON





OPS/images/page_000.jpg





OPS/images/page_001.jpg
FIFTY
SNEAKERS
THAT
CHANGED
THE
WORLD





OPS/images/page_006.jpg
INTRODUCTION

Sneakers are a thoroughly modern item of footwear. Barely more Usain Bolt prepares to run,

than 150 years old, they have gone from niche and functional “;':‘Wg'&‘;éeglmm_sf”!":‘v

4 . atthe lympics in his
to fashlongble and omnipresent. th‘varvlous types of snegker e e e e
now considered acceptable footwear in virtually any situation, Thesus' running spikes.
the sports shoe is no longer just a highly technical piece of
performance equipment — it has made the transition to the Page 2: Michael Jordan
e e wearing his famous Nike

‘Air Jordan 1'sneakers.
Science and technology have traditionally been the catalyst

for innovation in sneaker design — whether it has been studies

of human motion by photographic pioneers like Eadweard
Muybridge, or such wonders as vulcanized rubber and
polyurethane foam created by material scientists. However,
driven by these new technologies, it has been the willingness of
designers and manufacturers to tear up the old ways of working
and go back to designing from first principles that has provided so
much innovation.

While this model of technology and innovation as the principal
driver of visual style is still relevant, the influence of fashion on the
design of sports shoes is stronger than ever. Just as design has
helped to shape the development of sneakers, sneakers have also
influenced design, art and popular culture. And sneakers, perhaps
more than any other product, reveal the tensions and creative
connections between the worlds of sport, design and fashion.

Itis hard to avoid the fact that the sportswear and sneaker
market is feeling increasingly homogenized: the three big
manufacturers — Nike, adidas and PUMA — account for a
considerable proportion of the market, and indeed of this book.
That is not to say, however, that these large companies do
not develop interesting shoes — in fact, far from it. One of the
principal reasons for their continued success is how much of their
resources are pumped back into developing new technologies
and fresh visual styles.





OPS/images/page_007.jpg





OPS/images/page_004.jpg
FIFTY
SNEAKERS

8 The original plimsoll c.1850

10 ‘Champion’ 1916

12 ‘Chuck Taylor All Stars’ 1917

14 ‘Green Flash’ 1929

16 “Jack Purcell’ 1935

18 Jessie Owens'’s running spikes 1936

20  ‘Samba’ 1950

22 ‘Suede Classic’ ¢.1960

24 ‘Stan Smith’ 1965

26 ‘Mexico 66’ 1966

28 Custom ‘#44’ 1966

30 ‘Superstar’ 1970

32 ‘Cortez’ 1972

34 ‘The Waffle Trainer’ 1974

36 ‘410’ 1975

38 ‘Bata x Wilson x John Wooden’ 1977

40 ‘Air Tailwind’ 1978

42 Adicolor series 1983

44 “Air Jordan 1’ 1984

46 Peg system 1984

48 Gucci Tennis 1984

50 “Air Trainer 1° 1987

52 ‘Air Max 1’ 1987

54 Pump 1988

56 Shimano Pedalling Dynamics (SPD) 1990






OPS/images/page_005.jpg
Nike anti-sweatshop campaign 1990s

60 Disc system 1991

62 ‘Half-cab’ 1991

64 ‘Predator’ 1994

66 ‘Pelota’ 1995

68 Platform sneakers 1996

70 ‘Air Foampossite 1’ 1997

72 Mass customization 1999 —

74 *Air Woven Rainbow x HTM' 2002
76 Nike Laser Project 2003

78 ‘Air Force Il x ESPO’ 2004

80 ‘FiveFingers’ 2005

82 Ci ‘Complete Theseus' 2008
84 ‘Jeremy Scott x Adidas’ 2008

86 ‘Nike Dunk x Liberty’ 2008

88 ‘Air Yeezy' 2009

90 ‘Clever Little Bag’ 2010

92 ‘Roller-Boat’ 2010

94 ‘Air Mag' 2011 (1989)

96 Missoni x Converse Archive Project 2012
98 ‘Flyknit Racer’ 2012

100 ‘Urban Swift' 2012

102 Ossur Flex-Run with Nike sole 2012
104 ‘Concept 2' 2012

106 InCycle 2013

108 Index

111 Picture credits

112 Credits






OPS/images/page_008.jpg
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Plimsolls — or, depending on where you are from, daps, gutties,
sannies or pumps — set the foundations for the modern sports
shoe. The need for plimsolls grew out of the burgeoning Victorian
leisure industry, as the newly installed train network enabled
British holidaymakers to travel to the coast in large numbers. To
cope with the demands of a beachside holiday a new type of shoe,
referred to as a ‘sand shoe’, began to emerge. Holidaymakers
started wearing simple cotton canvas shoes with soles made from
leather or rope. However, these were not particularly resilient
to water, and it was not long before the New Liverpool Rubber
Company started to make cotton canvas shoes with a rubber sole.
The discovery of vulcanization, by American engineer Charles
Goodyear, allowed rubber to be made stronger and more flexible,
and also to be attached permanently to other materials, such as
fabric. Despite this, the junction between sole and upper shoe
remained a weakness and the New Liverpool Rubber Company
introduced a tight band of elastic around the outside of the shoe
that clamped the two together.

Sand shoes acquired the nickname ‘plimsolls’ sometimes after
1876 when a white line, called the plimsoll line, was introduced
to the hulls of ships indicating the maximum depth to which
the vessel might be safely immersed without taking on water.
Similarly, the band around the outside of sand shoes could be
used as an indicator to the wearer that they could stand in water
up to this line without getting their feet wet.

¢.1850

Aswimmer on the beach

in Deauville, France, wears
plimsolls in the summer of
1918, After their introduction,
this new type of shoe became
quickly popular throughout
Europe, Australia and the
United States.





