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  The Glorious Return of Disco
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Big Talk in a Small Town!

In an effort to remain relevant to young hipsters, The Procrastinator’s Club Local 456 finally passed a 1975 motion to purchase an 8-track player and disco ball.

“We just don’t believe in rushin things around here,” said Delbert Dwezil, chairman of the bored. “But now that we’ve studied all angles of the new-fangled 8-track machine, the motion to buy one makes a lot of sense. It’s a solid unit and should serve us well. We’re also plannin to start playin’ hipper tunes at our club. Stuff the kids these days are actually listenin too, like Englebert Humperdink and Frank Sinatra. So hopefully that gets some attention. I tell ya, some people round town say our nite club is dyin’ but I gotta feelin’ that our little club is on the brink of a big breakthrough. Why don’t ya’ll join us down at the club and let’s get the party started! Ahem. You dig? Er. I think that’s what everybody is sayin nowdays.”

***

People who skate on thin ice are always on the brink of a big breakthrough. But that doesn’t mean that we should crack up with them. 








  
  2

  
  
  The Basket Case

  
  




Go to the Co-op and pick up my craft supplies she said and so, down to the Co-op I went.

“Hello, I’m here to pick up the case of baskets, ” I said glibly, little realizing the horrors to come.

“Are sure you aren’t looking for a basket case, we’ve got plenty of those around,” the clerk, an educated-looking kid, answered.

“Now don’t try getting smart with me, I’m a busy man.”

“No problem. I can be stupid if you like that better.”

“I don’t doubt it. Now, just give me.”

“Say no more sir, I’m on the case,” said the kid, and the crazy thing was, I could see that he actually was sitting on that case of baskets I wanted, but did he stand up and hand it to me? No. Well anyway, after a lot of yelling and time had passed, a pair of men in white came into that Co-op and said they were there to pick up the basketcase.

Well, I ran over and began frantically trying to warn them about all the problems I had been having just trying to pick up my case of baskets. That’s when those two goons grabbed my arms and hauled me off. That’s how I ended up here Doctor, it’s just a misunderstanding I tell you. I’m not a basket case, honest, all I wanted was a case of baskets.

***

This week’s lectures: Thinking and Fashion.

Part 1. What type of cap should you wear while thinking? Baseball cap? Cowboy cap?

Part 2. Can you really be a forward-thinking person with your thinking cap on backward? 

Next week: Thinking and You.

Part 1. What should you think if you don’t know what to think about this class? Part 2. If you’re asking yourself, what was I thinking when I decided to take this course on thinking? We think we’ll have the answer for you then.
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The scene was full of promise. Two strangers meet outside an average mall on an average day. One scruffy man in a wizard costume…one woman dressed for work as a professional. As the camera zoomed in for a closeup the gentle sound of violins began to caress our senses…underscoring the tender scene unfolding before our eyes.
 Him: You know babe, I know we’ve just met and all, but I feel like a shoe salesman on a slow day. I long to share my sole with you.
 Her: Oh?
 Him: I feel like we’re just two lonely stars trapped in a vast universe of desire. Two planets who aren’t worth a hill of beans in the vast intergalactic federation.
 Her: Really?
 Him. Or maybe we’re more like Sam and Frodo. Yeah, that’s it. You know, Lord of the Rings! Elijah Wood and Sean Astin, two big Hollywood stars, working together on a big quest! Two stars on one mission. Just as our lives shall be from this day onward. Come on. Don’t look at me like that. You know the story! Everybody knows Lord of the Rings!
 Her: Yes, it’s all just a big fantasy isn’t it? Just like our relationship! Now I beg your pardon but I have to go to work!
 Him: But baby…the way I see it, we’re two stars, destined to travel entire galaxies together!

Her: Well, let me tell you how I see it!
 And so it came to pass that a long-held secret was revealed to those shopping in the mall that day. A truth that would vex many souls in the ages to come, for this is how Lord of the Rings gave birth to a series of violent Star Wars…not in a galaxy far…far away…but one in a shopping mall just down the street.

***

After a lifetime devoted to the study of the theatrical arts, as seen on television, Tony “Tone Deaf” Hawkins confidently began to read the letter he had received from the prestigious acting company he had auditioned for. 

“While we thank you for your interest in our company and the exceptional gong-playing skills that you so aptly demonstrated during the interview we regret to inform you that you did not pass the audition. Perhaps your gong playing will be appreciated at an upcoming Gong Show in the following locations near you…”
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While most of the world was awestruck by the work of the Avengers, another group of superheroes also toiled away at their heroic work. The Mighty Coffee Shop Crew of Smallville!

Big Belly Bob is a very slow specimen, but in truth, able to run other citizens down at the speed of light.

Dilbert Dwezil is a humble-looking boy with the ability to jump to conclusions far beyond the reach of any normal man.

Felicity Frumpness, the sleek mayor of Smallville could shrink the greatest of opportunities down to size with a single word of excuse.

Yes, their work as a team was a spectacle to behold. Fueled by the power of the ancient bean, this crew battled the evil forces of P.R.O.G.R.E.S.S. daily there in that coffee shop. They were unappreciated and unnoticed in the shadow of the mighty Avengers. However, it was through the noble efforts of this Coffee Crew that Smallville would always remain small…and that’s just the way they liked it. Still, one wonders what might happen to Smallville if the tremendous amounts of energy this crew invested in running others down, jumping to conclusions, and shrinking opportunities down to size were instead invested into doing something constructive for their town.

Perhaps this question will always remain a mystery. The duty of a superhero is to create spectacle and this motley crew of unlikely heroes did a perfectly fine job of creating a spectacle…of themselves. Still, on a dark moonlit night, one can’t help but wonder if there are greater things that they could have achieved.

***

Ancient Proverbs of the Clan Bueckert handed down from generation to generation and now at last, released to the public.


	Castles built in sand of the past wash away in wave of future.

	Big talk without big effort build little hovel.

	Beware grasshopper. Dive into mind of shallow person and soon you hit their bottom.
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Big Showdown Downtown!?

What went wrong?

It’s hard ta say. know it’s sure hard ta have a good old-fashioned showdown if people don’t even wanna show up.

How do people expect these community events ta keep goin if they don’t wanna come out an support’em?

I just don’t know what I’m supposed ta do anymore.

I woulda thought Six Gun Billy woulda come down fer the big gunfight at least. See, Billy is a pretty big man round these parts. Yep, he’s got a big ‘ol cowboy hat, he talks bigger’n everybody else, an he’s got the biggest black horse ya ever did see. I tell ya, it’s quite tha sight ta see Billy sittin’ way up on that there on his high horse…thing is though, that big ol’ horse is dead, so Billy never seems ta get anywhere by ridin’ it.

Lookin back on it now, I guess that’s probably why Billy missed our big showdown. It ain’t that he didn’t wanna fight me, it’s just that he couldn’t get down to tha gig. Heh heh, he’s probably still out there at his ranch, sittin’ on that dead horse…waitin fer the day it gets’em somewhere. There’s not much horse sense goin on at that ranch I tell ya.

Don’t know why the rest of the town didn’t wanna come out to tha big showdown though. Guess they were too busy makin’ excuses instead of helpin boost our reputation as a rowdy wild west town that nobody wants ta visit. Thinkin’ of themselves, that’s what these people were doin’! It’s shameful if ya ask me.

Especially at Christmas.

Yeah. I’ve been doin a lotta reflecting lately…in the mirror. I can challenge people to a gun fight, but if the townspeople don’t wanna come out an watch what I’m doin’, what’s the point? It makes me wonder if I’m in tha right place, know what I mean? If people don’t wanna support what I’m doin’, why should I stay here?

Why shouldn’t I move on?

Anyhoo, I guess since it’s Christmastime our next big community event is gonna be a hoedown. It’s a square kinda town, so I figure a square dance should bring more people out than fightin’ and roundhousin’.

I tell ya babe if ya like dancin’ around…tha real issues in our relationship…ya should check out the big New Year’s Eve dance we got planned fer this town.

If it’s anything like last year, we’ll be spendin’ the evenin kickin up our heels…while Fast Fingered Eddie does some fiddlin…with his shoelaces. Yeah, it’ll be quite tha time I tell ya…just you an me…an a bored staff of waiters fiddlin around in the corner of the empty room…waitin fer somebody ta wait on. Yep, that’s the kinda thing that happens when people don’t show up an support community events. It’s kinda sad when ya think about it.

But then, heh heh…if we’re alone maybe we can talk more about gettin’ hitched. I mean about gettin’ our wagon hitched properly to that hitchin post…about tyin’ the knot…properly on those harnesses…so them horses don’t go runnin’ off into tha wide open prairie like they did on our last date. Remember that wild night we had… chasin’ them stupid horses all over the wide open prairie. I don’t know bout you but I sure don’t wanna do that again…not in here Saskatchewan anyway.

I tell ya, babe, we already run all over this countryside…maybe we gotta find ourselves somethin new. Maybe in the new year, we’re gonna hafta move in a new direction…maybe we’ll hafta do like all them others an move ourselves west…to ta the promised land…up ta Manitoba.

What’s that dear?

Yeah, yeah, I’ll come ta bed soon.

What? No! I wasn’t standin’ here talkin’ to myself in the mirror! Well, maybe that’s what it looked like…but the truth is, I was standin’ here an thinkin’ but some heavy things.

You know, think I musta gained ten pounds over Christmas.

It’s crazy!

I know. I know. If I wanna stay married I better stop talkin to myself and go to bed.

What’s that? An no more readin westerns either?

Dang! You’re a cruel woman…

***

Friends, the greatest danger lies not in thinking too big! But in thinking too little!
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New biodegradable school bus!

For Sale!

Revolutionary New School Bus!

This two-horse power unit is fueled by grass, an all-natural, renewable energy source. But that’s not all! After extensive research by world-class scientists, we can now guarantee that all emissions will be completely biodegradable!

What are you waiting for? Do your part for a better world! Hurry down to our showroom at Old MacDonald’s Farm and take one of these amazing new horse-drawn vehicles for a test drive today!
 ***Fine Print***
 *The Harnesses pictured are an optional feature. If purchased an additional 399.99 surcharge shall apply. 
 *Horses are available in different colors, ask about availability in your area. 
 *Horses may horse around at their discretion.

***

Meanwhile, back at the ranch, Bronco Billy found his reputation as a bodacious bronco bucker buster fading as he refused to buckle down and get into the saddle…word is, as time went on, Billy needed more and more bucks to take the bucks he used to take for only a cup of Starbucks…now, he’s got so many bucks in, he’ll duck any chance he gets to buckle down and buck…yep, it sure is sad to see a Bronco Bucker Buster like Billy ruined by a few bucks.
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Tonight on W5 we explore the age-old question. Did Humpty Dumpty fall or was he pushed? Consider this statement made at the scene of the crime by the prime suspect, Master Chef Henri Renard, and decide for yourself. Roll the clip, please…

“I was standing right here officer, warning Humpty Dumpty about the dangers of sitting on the fence…he listened…but he was laughing as he listened to me, rocking back and forth with both of his feet…I don’t know how it happened.” 

As we see here, Henri bursts into tears as he struggles to complete his statement. “I guess Humpty just lost his grip…on reality…and cracked up…I know it doesn’t look good…I know I’ve got egg on my face…and I admit that I had always wanted to get Humpty out of his shell…but not quite like this…I swear officer, I  never wanted Humpty to end up like this…he was a good egg…he really  was…” 

Perhaps if Henri had ended his statement here, he would not be under investigation today. However, look closer at this scene…Henri glances up at the investigating officer as a look of cunning crosses his face. He laughs with a touch of madness and then…then he says this…“But officer, if you give me a chance, I just know I could make something good out of this mess…an omelet perhaps…”

***

What can I say? I get around. I took my little deuce coupe out last summer for some fun, fun, fun. It wasn’t long before I began picking up some good vibrations from a girl walking along the sidewalk so I stopped to pick her up. Turns out her name was Barbara Ann and she owns the sloop John B. “Why don’t you come and go with me…we could sail away on a surfin safari. Maybe we could even stop in at Kokomo. Wouldn’t it be nice?” That was the last thing Barbara Ann said to me when I dropped her off that night. I thought we had a great future. Yet, the very next day I found out that Barbara Ann was seeing some other guy. Oh well, I get around…today, I’ve got a new surfer girl named Rhonda in my life and all I can say to her is, help me, Rhonda.
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I ain’t the fastest man around I’ll give ya that. It took me bout two hours ta walk downtown today…that doesn’t sound slow until ya remember that it only takes bout fifteen minutes ta drive through this whole little burg I call home. Everybody has their weaknesses I suppose…anyhoo…I finally got to the place I was goin, so that’s all that matters, don’t it? 

Since I was there anyway, I started shoppin for some pots an pans an whatnot. That’s when a thought came to my mind, that was somethin’ new for me, so, I just stood there for a while, ponderin’ that thought. Savorin the novelty of it you understand. Half an hour later, I was still there, standin’ in the middle of the thrift store, wonderin whether flirtin’ with disaster meant that I was a romantic at heart, or not…when, SHE approached.

“Hey there stranger,” SHE said with a sultry whisper. 

“I may be a stranger but you’re even stranger,” I replied. I tell ya, that’s when the conversation started gettin’ hot an heavy… arguin’ about twenty-five cent pots and pans…then, you’re not gonna believe this, but we started gettin’ into the real serious stuff…stuff only a husband an wife should be sayin to each other. 

Yeah, we started fightin’ about various brands of automobiles. I was a Chevy man myself, while she liked more Dodgy vehicles. After an hour or so of yellin’ back and forth, we finally got booted outta that thrift store… and as we were standin’ out there on main street, SHE tossed her mane of hair, turned ta me an purred…kinda like that mangy cat that always came around the farm. Yeah, that was always a good tomcat, I’ll give ya that. I kinda miss havin’em around but I’m gettin’ off track…where was  I?

Oh yeah…this here is what SHE was purrin ta me, “Hey, handsome, why  don’t we go for a little drive and settle this.” I’ll spare ya all the sordid details but somehow we ended goin for that little drive. I didn’t realize at the time that SHE was plannin’ ta drive me me crazy but, I guess I shoulda known. That’s usually how love is. 

Anyhoo, in the end, I suppose we just weren’t meant ta be together. I went back ta my farm an SHE went back ta the asylum where she escaped from. If I’ve learned anythin, I guess it’d just be this…Don’t let strange women take ya for a ride…

***

Do you find that shamelessly manipulating others for your benefit is ruining your ability to form trusting relationships? Is that annoying naval gazing habit interfering with your ability to look other people in the eye? Why not try kindness? Yes. Kindness. It is free and so simple to operate that a child can use it. Try it! You’ll find that it is the best way to improve your environment available today! That name again is kindness. Available everywhere.
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