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  A Strange Language


  Lola, Lilou and Jack’s little sister, was home after a field trip to the village farm.


  She and her friends had spent a pleasant day and discovered many wonders.


  Lola was keen to tell her parents about the trip: “We saw geese, sheep, goats and cows…


  There were also some pigs, Dad! It was strange, because they speak just like you do when you’re asleep.” Everybody laughed… except for Dad, who replied: “And I’m sure that the hens cackle as much as you and your friends do when you’re playing in the garden.


  ”Everybody laughed… except for Lola.
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  Reading Eyes


  When she was a very little girl, Judith loved listening to her grandmother read stories to her: Puss in Boots, Tom Thumb… Thanks to her grandmother, Judith discovered all the fairy tales.


  Then she learned to read at school and devoured all the books she found. Years later, Judith’s grandmother asked her: «I can’t see well any more. Could you read me a story?»


  Judith agreed and from that day onwards, it was the granddaughter who read stories to her grandmother.
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  A Greedy Dragon


  Once upon a time, there was a very silly dragon. One of his friends had told him that cows were delicious. He wanted to taste them and landed in front of a herd.


  “Are you cows?”


  “Us? Cows? No, we’re rabbits. That’s a cow,” they said, pointing at a sheep.


  “Are you a cow?” the dragon asked the sheep.


  “Me? A cow? No, I’m a squirrel. That’s a cow,” said the sheep, pointing at a mushroom.


  The mushroom did not answer when the dragon asked it if it was a cow.


  The dragon swallowed it, along with a dozen more. When he told his friend about it, he said: “Cows are very nice. But they are so tiny, that you have to eat hundreds of them.”


  “Well, what a greedy dragon!” exclaimed his friend amazed.
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  Cathy and Pillar


  Cathy, a little caterpillar thought she was really ugly. She cried over her bad luck and sulkily moved away. Along the way, a dragonfly gave her a wing to comfort her.


  Then a mouse gave her two whisker hairs and lastly, a kind lizard gave her his tail.


  The caterpillar was delighted and dried her tears. She was proudly on her way home, when she met her friend Pilar, who exclaimed in amazement:


  “You look ridiculous disguised like that! It’s not carnival!”


  As the little caterpillar burst out crying again, her friend quickly comforted her, adding: “Don’t worry, we’ll soon become magnificent butterflies!”
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  A Prickly Encounter


  Bramble the knight was in love with the sweet princess Rose.


  He went to ask her to marry him.


  “Knight, you are a plant from the hedgerow.


  We could never marry. The princes gather my petals to perfume themselves!


  We do not belong to the same world!”


  “Watch out, beautiful Rose, there’s a gardener!


  He’s going to cut off your head for your petals!”


  “Help! Save me!” cried the pretty flower.


  Bramble the knight wrapped his prickly stem around Rose.


  “Leave my sweet one alone, gardener!” he said, scratching him until the man fled.


  “You have saved me, my knight,” muttered Rose. “I will marry you.”
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  The Snowman


  It had snowed a lot and Leonie was delighted. She built a large snowman and put a scarf around his neck, a bonnet on his head and a carrot for his nose. Then she went indoors into the warm house and admired him through the window.


  «He must be cold!» she suddenly thought sadly.


  Then the little girl found a solution: On her tiptoes, she went back outside for a moment. Then she went upstairs to bed, truly reassured.


  What a surprise the following day!


  The snowman had disappeared; he had melted during the night! All that was left on the ground was the scarf, the carrot, the hat… and Leonie’s hot water bottle.
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  The Cockerel with the Sore Throat


  Clarence the farm cockerel was not very popular. He woke everybody up early in the morning with a croak: “Cock-a-doodle-doo!”


  “What a racket!” said the old sow.


  “Five more minutes! said the farmer’s wife.


  Then one day, the cockerel had a very sore throat and all he could manage was a tiny: “crooo-ooh!” Of course, nobody heard him and everyone overslept. The farm dogs were late taking the sheep out; the farmer was late milking the cows; and the children were late for school. It was a disaster! The bees came to the rescue with some honey to soothe the poor cockerel’s throat and from that day onwards, everybody was nice to Clarence.
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  Bad Luck, Adrian


  Adrian the dog is very crafty.


  He buried some bones under the old cherry tree.


  “This will be my food storage!” he said, extremely pleased with himself.


  On Easter day, Lilou and Lola received a beautiful tepee’… and they pitched it right under the cherry tree. Tough luck for their four-legged friend!


  “Why is Adrian in such a bad mood?” asked Lilou.


  “I have no idea!” replied her sister.


  “It certainly is the first time he hasn’t wanted to play with us.”
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  The Lost Egg


  When Pic the hen found an egg one morning, at first she thought that one of her friends had lost it. But when she took a closer look, she found it really strange: It was too large, much too large to belong to a hen.


  Tap! Tap! Tap! Went her beak as she pecked at the egg.


  Boom! Boom! Boom! Replied the egg!


  Crack! Crackle! Pic saw the eggshell crack and smoke emerge from it.


  Pic drew back as she saw a smoking nose.


  It was a dragon’s egg!
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