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First of All, Thank you for purchasing this guide

If you are a professional designer, you may be having Photoshop or similar designing software to produce your graphics, but still, you may not deny the fact that Canva is a hundred times easier and quicker to do with when it comes to designing wonderful stuff. 

For hobby designers or newbies, Canva is like a great gift because of its user-friendly, self-explanatory, and easy interface. I once taught Canva to a friend who was never inclined towards graphic design and now, he uses it full time to produce graphics for work and personal purposes. Therefore, I am sure that Canva is one of the best web applications there is for producing sophisticated designs easily either for social media or even for print in some cases. (unless you want to print large posters etc. for which vector images would be the best fit.) Canva’s core advantage is that it has a very little learning curve. 

This book is not going to concentrate much on the basics of Canva because there are many tutorials available for that. This book will mainly deal with the limitations of Canva and how to deal with them (Legally)

If you are eager to know what those limitations are before moving forward to further discussions, you can have a glance at the table of contents of this book.  My aim is to find workable solutions to those real limitations and give you a working solution. 

So, Let’s start... 
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The Basics
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For this book, I will be using the web version of Canva for demonstration, because I find it easy and more efficient for designing than the mobile version. However, there is a mobile version of Canva app available for you if you prefer designing with your mobile. 

Find the details needed in Canva.com 

You can skip this chapter if you are already using Canva. 

https://www.skillshare.com/classes/Getting-Started-with-Canva-for-Beginners-CANVA-BASICS-1/740963239?via=browse-rating-Canva-layout-grid

Canva basics – just signup to a free skillshare account and access this course (if you need it) 

P.S – don’t worry, it was not an affiliate link, just a direct link to a useful resource. 

I assume you brought this book because you already know the basics, and you just want to learn some more tricks in Canva. In that case, just move forward....

NOW LET’S START WITH ALL THE STUFF THAT THEY DON’T TEACH YOU IN THE BASICS 
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Background remover and exporting Transparent GIFs 

[image: ]


Canva pro offers a filter called background remover for paid users of Canva. Let us discuss a popular workaround now 

Remove.BG

https://www.remove.bg/

You have to visit the above link and sign up 
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The only limitation of this website is that you can only download low-quality preview images (low-resolution images) for  Free 

(I will teach you how to change the resolution to a high resolution in an upcoming chapter) 

Now let’s see how to remove backgrounds for your images using this free service. 

After signing up, log in to your account 

[image: image]

Step 1: Login and click the remove background button on the website, then click the upload image button 

––––––––
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Step 2: Select the file you wish to remove the background from and click open. 
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Step 3: Click the blue download button and save the file.  

Note: the website offers you premium paid services, but I feel a free account is sufficient for what we will be doing.  
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That’s it for this chapter. You can explore the site for more features. 

https://www.remove.bg/
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Paste design elements from one design to another 
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There is a pro feature inside folders—>all your designs, which lets you select any design you, want to paste inside the current working design and edit the elements. 

We have a workaround that works in the desktop version, while using the web version of Canva, I don’t have a similar workaround for mobile apps. I will update you if I find one. 

You may already know that you can log in to multiple tabs with the same account login in your browser. We can use that feature to our advantage 

Open the Canva design you want to work with, in one tab. Then, Open the design from which you want to copy the elements in another tab

Select the elements you want to copy (then press control + C or Command C) 

then paste those elements or objects in the design you are currently working on, (using the keyboard shortcut Control + C or Command + C)

I recommend you to try it, I find it handy to reuse certain elements of design without having to duplicate the design fully.
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Using paid templates, legally 
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In Canva, you can notice that some templates are labeled as free and some other templates are not labeled so. Did you know that you could still use that template? 
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Select a template which is not marked as free, and it will be displayed in your Canvas (the white area) 

You will see a watermark in the image, and you cannot use it for free 

But wait!

[image: image]

Now just find a different image that is copyright free, from the photos tab or upload your own image.  (I have uploaded my own image in this example) 

[image: image]

Now drag the image and drop it into the existing copyrighted image (to replace that image with your own image. (As shown in the GIF image above) 

Now you have a design which you can use for free, and it is totally legal. 
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Applying Custom fonts to text
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One of the important features of Canva pro is that you can upload your own fonts in Canva and work with them in your designs. This is a very useful feature for designers. 

If you still cannot afford a Canva pro (and your trial has expired) then we must find a workaround to this feature. 

I warn you that this workaround is not as comfortable as working with Canva pro if you have already worked with Canva pro, but you cannot afford it anymore. 

Let me be honest here. 

I found a workaround for it which is a little lengthy, but I feel it is worth it if you want to make your designs unique with the use of custom fonts. 

Let’s do it!

To search for a font in Canva, add a text then change its font, you will find the font menu. 

You can also use this shortcut key to Open the font menu: Shift + Control / Command + F

––––––––
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Search for the font you want to use in Canva by typing the font’s name in the font search box 

If you don’t find the font, then you can use the workaround

Things you will need 

Photoshop/ GIMP (it's free)

The font

Make sure you have already installed the font on PC or MAC.

Open Photoshop or Gimp.

For demonstration, I am using Photoshop here 
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Create a new file with appropriate dimensions that would be required to fit in the text 
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Add text to it using the type tool and apply the font  
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After typing the text, double-click the ‘T’ near the text layer to select the text and then apply the font, size, and other properties 
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Double-click the text layer and apply any layer style to it (optional) 
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Apply any additional styles you want to (optional step)
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Delete the background layer (Important)  
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Click Save as from the file menu
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Save the file as PNG/SVG format (with transparency) 
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Upload the PNG/SVG file in Canva and add it to your design. 

[image: image]

resize the image as required by dragging the white circles in the corner. 

Note: SVG files can be resized as per requirement without getting it blurry. 

Tip: if you are planning to use a PNG, increase or decrease the font size in Photoshop/GIMP before exporting for better results. 

Note: this may sound like too much work to you but in my experience, this won’t take a lot of time even if you want to use 2-3 fonts per design (which are not available in Canva for free users.)
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An Extra Tip: you can also search for fonts available only in the pro version, and you can see if you already have it with the correct license. In that case, you can use this technique to use that font 
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Making GIF Animations without Canva pro version but with the help of Canva
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There is a beautiful feature of Canva called Canva animator/ Canva animate, which is available only for Canva pro users. 

However, we have a workaround to use Canva to design GIF animations by designing the animations using Canva and then using another powerful software, which is also free. 

Things you will need 

1. Canva 

2. Openshot video editor (only for advance control) 

https://www.openshot.org/download/

Click the link above and download it. We will use it in the latter part of this section. 

Let’s start with the animation. 

Open Canva.com 

Click create design and select any dimensions you want. For this example, let me select an Instagram post 
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Now search for an element to use in animation. For the sake of this example, I will search for an idea bulb with light rays. Double-click the element to insert it into the page. 
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Click the color box and change the color to something you want. (I am changing the color of the idea bulb to yellow, for better visibility.)

Now search for a square shape and click on it to insert it into the design 
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Change the color of the square to white. 
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Resize the square to hide one of the light rays (as shown below) 
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Copy the square by selecting the square and pressing CONTROL + C and paste the square Pressing CONTROL+V and hide all the light rays, as shown below. 
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Now click the duplicate button and duplicate the page
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Delete one square and duplicate the page
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