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Gustav the crocodile lived in
a soft, green lake. Every day he swam in the cool water.
He loved to bask on a sunny rock.
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Beside the rock lived his best friend, Gina the goose.
She fluffed her white feathers in the sunlight. Gustav
and Gina played all morning.
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Gustav splashed water with his tail. 

SPLASH! 

Gina honked with delight.
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HONK! 

They chased each other around the lily pads. Then they
rested under a tall tree.
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One day, Gina found a nest of pale blue eggs by the
reeds. She hopped right away to Gustav. “Look, Gustav!”
she honked.
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He peered at the nest with a gentle smile. “They are
your eggs?” she asked.
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Gustav shook his head. “No,” he said.
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“But I’ll help you watch them.” Soon, another
nest appeared on a muddy bank.
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Gustav said, “These must be mine!” Gina nodded.
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“We will care for both nests,” she honked. So
every morning they took turns sitting on the warm
eggs.
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After many sunny days, the eggs began to shake. 

CRACK! 

Crack! Crack!
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Gina’s eggs wiggled first. Out popped a tiny, downy
gosling. She was bright yellow and very fluffy.
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Gina cooed, “Welcome, Gertie!” Then Gustav’s eggs cracked.
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Out popped a little crocodile with soft green scales.
He blinked at the sky and yawned. Gustav
grinned. 

“Hello, Carl,” he rumbled in a soft voice.
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Gertie and Carl shuffled around in the nest.
Gertie flapped her tiny wings.
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Carl tried to wave his little tail. They looked at
each other with big round eyes.
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Then they burst into a joyful tut-tut-tut and tweet.
Gina scooped Gertie onto her back. Gustav nudged Carl
onto his tail.
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They stepped into the water. The lake felt cool on
their feet. Gertie and Carl squealed with
delight. 

SPLISH! 

SPLASH!
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Every day became a new adventure. Gina taught Gertie to
dip her beak into the water.“Drink, little one,” she honked.
Gertie pecked and learned to sip.
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Gustav helped Carl flap his tiny legs. “Kick, my
boy, kick!” he rumbled. Carl’s legs paddled like joyful
oars.
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One afternoon, Gertie flew up to a branch. She
flapped and honked, “Look at me!” But the branch bent too
low.
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Gertie tumbled into a patch of soft mud. She sat
there, squishy and sad, with mud on her beak.
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Carl saw his friend in the mud and waddled over. He gave
a gentle nudge with his snout. “Tut-tut?” he seemed to
ask.
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Gina swooped down and whispered, “It’s okay, little one.”
She nuzzled Gertie and lifted her onto her back.
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They walked back to the water. Gustav used his tail
to wipe the mud off with a big, gentle swipe. That night,
dark clouds gathered overhead.
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The wind began to blow. It rustled the reeds and
shook the nests. Gina wrapped her wings around Gertie.
Gustav curled his tail around Carl.
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They listened to the thunder roll across the sky.
Suddenly, a loud crackle of lightning lit up the lake.
Carl trembled. Gertie quivered.
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Gustav’s heart felt strong. He said, “Don’t worry. We
are here.” Gina honked softly, “We will keep you
safe.”
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Rain began to pour in big, cold drops. The little
friends huddled together. Water rocked the baby
nests.
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A sharp gust of wind tipped one nest. Oh no! The
eggs tumbled! Gustav leaped into action.

[image: image]


He grabbed the nest in his jaws and set it on
his back.
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Gina scooped the other nest onto her wings. She sheltered
it under her feathers. The babies were safe!
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After the storm passed, the sun peeked out again.
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A bright rainbow curved over the lake. The nests were
snug. The babies were dry and warm.
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Gertie and Carl smiled at the colourful sky. Gina and
Gustav felt proud. They watched Gertie flap her wings in
the sunshine.
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They watched Carl paddle in a little pond.
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They had learned to protect their families.

[image: image]


Every day after that was filled with laughter.
Gertie learned to honk in harmony with her mother.
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Carl learned to splash and grow stronger every day.
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Gustav and Gina played games
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