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“Mr. Chairman, transmission
begins in five, four, three, two, one…”

“Distinguished members of
the World Council, our honored guest, Ambassador Zarhgan of the
Grand Zavian Empire, Ladies and Gentlemen of the press, Citizens of
Earth, those survivors still scraping by on the moon, and other
interested bystanders; greetings. I stand before you today at the
pinnacle of hope and optimism, and wish to share the good news with
you.

“It was a mere ten years
ago that I first became your leader. To those who wish to blame me
for the ensuing catastrophic failures that followed, I will point
out that my chairmanship is only a blip of time in geologic terms.
Even on an evolutionary time scale, ten years is nothing in the
greater scheme of things.

“Let me make this perfectly
clear. The Zavian Empire has been eying our system for generations;
even Ambassador Zarhgan will admit to their designs. This is not
some new development that has happened on my watch – they have
coveted our planets since before I was born. Despite the stalemate
that has existed between our races since my war-mongering
predecessors first implemented their doomed ‘Big Stick’ policy,
those covetous thoughts have never gone away, and may have, in
fact, increased as a result of that militarization.

“I’m sure that many of you
were as puzzled as I was when my unilateral recall of our fleet
from positions that the Zavians found intimidating did not result
in reciprocal actions on their
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