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Dedication

To all those who seek to better understand the spiritual world according to the Word of God,

To all believers who walk in faith, knowing that the angel of the Lord encamps around them and delivers them (Psalm 34:8),

To all Bible students whodesirentto deepen their knowledge of celestial realities,

And to all independent authors who, by the grace of God, share the gospel truth through writing.

May this book edify you, encourage you and draw you closer to Him who commands His angels to guard you in all your ways (Psalm 91:11).

With love in Christ,



ANGELS IN THE BIBLE

​Heavenly Messengers, Guardians and Servants of God

A comprehensive book on angels according to Scripture.
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​CHAPTER 1: WHO ARE THE ANGELS? — NATURE AND ORIGIN

[image: ]


​Introduction

Since the dawn of humanity, angels have fascinated believers, theologians, spiritual seekers, and even non-believers. These mysterious beings, mentioned hundreds of times in the Holy Scriptures, constitute one of the deepest and richest realities of the Christian and Jewish faith. But who are they really? Where do they come from? What is their essential nature? How do they exist? What is their relationship with God and with humans? The Bible offers us clear, though partial, answers, for the world of spirits often transcends human understanding, limited as it is by physical experience.

The word "angel" comes from Greekangelos(angel), which literally means "messengerIn Hebrew, the corresponding word ismalak(מַלְאָךְ), which carries the exact same meaning of messenger or envoy. From the outset of our study, we understand that angels are first and foremost envoys, divine intermediaries between Heaven and Earth, between God and humankind. They are not deities to be worshipped, as some pagan religions have taught throughout history. Nor are they the spirits of deceased humans who became angels after death, a widespread but erroneous belief. Angels are distinct beings, created by God specifically for this celestial function.

​Their Creation Ex Nihilo

Angels were created by God even before the formation of the physical world as we know it. Scripture tells us this clearly and unequivocally in the book of Job, where God questions Job about His presence at creation:


“Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding. Who determined its dimensions, if you know? Who stretched the measuring line across it? On what are its bases established, and who laid its cornerstone, when the morning stars sing together and all the sons of God shout for joy?” — Job 38:4-7


The "sons of God" mentioned in this passage are unanimously interpreted by biblical theologians as angels. They were present at the creation of the material world, eyewitnesses to divine omnipotence, there to admire and praise the Creator as he formed the universe. Their song of joy reveals their worshipful nature and their recognition of God's sovereignty.

The psalmist David confirms this reality of angelic creation in a psalm of praise:


“Praise him, all you his angels! Praise him, all his hosts! Praise him, sun and moon! Praise him, all you shining stars! Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created. He established them forever and ever; he gave a command that cannot be revoked.”— Psalm 148:2-6


This psalm is extremely important because it clearly establishes that angels were created by divine command; God simply spoke, and they were created ex nihilo (from nothing). It's the same mechanism of creation as for the physical world: "God spoke, and it was so." Angels are not eternal in and of themselves; only God is eternal. They had a beginning, even if that beginning predates human history.

The Apostle Paul, in his Epistle to the Colossians, further clarifies the nature of this creation and reveals a fundamental dogma of the Christian faith: all creatures, visible and invisible, were created by Christ and for Christ. Jesus is not a creature among others; he is the Creator himself.


“For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”— Colossians 1:16-17


This passage is crucial because it establishes Christ's absolute superiority over all angelic creation. The "thrones, dignities, dominions, and authorities" mentioned here refer to different orders of celestial beings within the angelic hierarchy. Yet, even these spiritual powers were created by Jesus and for Jesus. Therefore, it is never a question of worshipping angels, for only the Creator deserves worship, never creatures.

​Their Essential Spiritual Nature

Angels are spiritual beings by fundamental nature; they do not have permanent physical bodies like humans. This reality is clearly stated in the Epistle to the Hebrews, which contains one of the most precise theological definitions of angels in the entire New Testament:


"Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who are to inherit salvation?"— Hebrews 1:14


This verse reveals several fundamental truths about angels:

	They are spiritsTheir essential substance is spiritual, not material.

	They have a functionThey are not idle; each has a specific ministry

	They are sent— Their very nature is to be on a mission, in motion

	They serve the believersTheir ultimate mission is to help those who will inherit eternal salvation.


This last truth is particularly comforting for the believer today. We are not alone in our walk with God. Powerful and faithful spiritual beings are deployed specifically to help, protect, and assist us on our earthly journey toward eternity.

Although essentially spiritual in nature, angels can assume a visible physical form when God permits it to accomplish a specific mission. The entire biblical narrative is filled with angelic appearances where angels appear in human form, capable of eating, speaking, and moving physically. The most famous example is found in the book of Genesis, where Abraham receives three visitors:


“The Lord appeared to him by the great trees of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from inside his tent to meet them and bowed down to the ground.”— Genesis 18:1-2


These three "men" were actually two angels and the Lord himself (who would later appear as the Angel of the Lord). Abraham treated them like ordinary human guests, preparing a meal for them, and they ate and drank. This interaction demonstrates that angels can clearly assume physical form and even consume food at will by the power of God.

Another striking example is found in the story of Lot in Sodom:


"The two angels arrived in Sodom in the evening. Lot was sitting at the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he got up to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground."— Genesis 19:1


These angels physically entered Lot's house, ate the bread he prepared for them, and were then able to physically touch the wicked men who wanted to rape the visitors, striking them blind. This ability to manifest physically is important because it explains how angels can interact concretely with the material world when God allows it.

​Their Fundamental Characteristics

Angels are described in the Bible with several remarkable attributes that distinguish them from both God and humans. Understanding these characteristics is essential for a correct biblical view of angels.

​1. They are extremely powerful

The power of angels is described in Scripture as considerable, although it is always derived from and limited by the sovereignty of God. One of the most striking examples of this power is found in the story of King Hezekiah and the Assyrian army:


“That same night, the angel of the Lord went out and struck down 185,000 men in the Assyrian camp. And in the morning, behold, all were dead bodies.” — 2 Rois 19:35


A single angel, in a single night, killed 185,000 enemy soldiers. Imagine this scene: a vast military camp, hundreds of thousands of men, and in a matter of hours, an angel kills almost everyone. This is the terrifying power of God's heavenly armies.

Psalm 103 confirms and generalizes this angelic power:


“Bless the Lord, you his angels, you mighty ones who carry out his commands, obeying his word! Bless the Lord, all you his hosts, you his servants, who do his will!”— Psalm 103:20-21


Angels are "mighty in strength"; their power is one of their defining characteristics. Yet, this power is always subject to God; they only act when they receive His commands.

​2. They possess superior wisdom.

Angels possess wisdom and intelligence far superior to those of humans, for they are spiritual beings created directly by God and who live in His presence. Yet, this wisdom has limits; they are not omniscient like God.

King David makes this comparison in his dialogue with Abigail:


"My lord the king is as wise as an angel of God, knowing everything that is happening in the land." — 2 Samuel 14:20


This comparison shows that the wisdom of an angel is considered a standard of exceptional wisdom. Yet, even this superior wisdom has its limits.

​3. They Are Not Omniscient

Despite their great wisdom, angels do not know everything. Omniscience belongs exclusively to God alone. Jesus himself clearly states this limitation:


“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”— Matthew 24:36


This verse is crucial because it shows that even Jesus, in his humanity, did not know the day of his return, nor did the angels. Omniscience is an exclusive divine attribute.

​4. They Do Not Die

Angels are immortal by nature; they do not die. Unlike humans, who are born and die, angels, once created, exist eternally. Jesus teaches this truth when he speaks of the resurrection:


“In the resurrection, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like the angels in heaven.”— Matthew 22:30

"They can no longer die, for they are like the angels, and they are children of God, being children of the resurrection." — Luc 20:36


This means that angels do not reproduce either; they do not marry. They are a distinct category of beings, complete in themselves, who do not need reproduction to continue to exist.

​5. Their number is innumerable

The Bible constantly refers to multitudes of angels, numbers so great that they exceed human capacity to count. The apostle John, in his vision of heaven, describes this multitude:


“I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, and of the living creatures, and of the elders. Their number was myriads upon myriads and thousands upon thousands.” — Apocalypse 5:11


“Myriads of myriads” literally means tens of thousands multiplied by tens of thousands, a number exceeding a million, probably much more. The prophets of the Old Testament used similar expressions:


"The Lord is on his holy throne; heaven and earth are full of his glory."— Isaiah 6:3

“The Lord of hosts is the one who is the throne of his glory, the sanctuary of his dwelling.”— Jeremiah 17:12


The title "Lord of Hosts" (Yhwh Tsebaoth) appears more than 280 times in the Old Testament and refers directly to God's infinite angelic army.

​Angels and Adoration — An Absolute Limit

A fundamental and non-negotiable truth is evident throughout Scripture:Angels should never be worshipped.They are creatures, servants, messengers, never objects of worship. The apostle John, in the Book of Revelation, makes the mistake of prostrating himself before an angel, and he is immediately and firmly corrected:


“I fell at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, ‘Do not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.’” — Apocalypse 19:10


The angel uses three powerful arguments:

	"I am your fellow servant."— We are equal as servants of God

	"Worship God"— That is the only clear command

	Worship is reserved exclusively for God


The apostle Paul also warns against any worship of angels in the Epistle to the Colossians, probably because some in the Church are beginning to mix the Christian faith with pagan practices:


“Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and the worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed up with vain confidence by his carnal mind.”— Colossians 2:18


Paul explicitly condemns the "worship of angels" as a false doctrine that leads believers astray from Christ. Angels are glorious, powerful, and respectable, but they never deserve worship.

​Conclusion of Chapter 1

Angels are powerful, wise spiritual beings, created by God before the physical world, and sent to serve those who inherit salvation. Their nature transcends our limited human understanding, but the Bible gives us enough clear information to understand their essential role in God's plan. They are not equal to God; they are his servants. They are not to be worshipped—only God deserves worship. Yet, they are present, active, and watch over believers according to God's promise.

In the next chapter, we will explore the angelic hierarchy envisioned in the Scriptures, the different orders, ranks, and functions of angels in heaven.
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