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Introduction




 

Dogs and the outdoors go together as naturally as peas and carrots. But if these two are meant to coexist harmoniously, why do so many of our yards and gardens bear the scars of conflict? Muddy, rutted lawns, overturned flowerpots, uprooted vegetables, and minefields of dog waste plague our would-be idyllic landscapes. Worse yet, those landscapes sometimes wreak havoc on our all-too-curious pets, who can become gravely ill after ingesting toxic plants and chemicals commonly found in the very yards they delight in exploring. So why does this conflict between dog and yard exist? Because we are not designing our yards and gardens with our pets in mind, not thinking how to make the yards an organic whole, and not thinking how to live greener. 



The various topics in this book, Dogscaping, promote harmonious, healthy, and sustainable yard and garden spaces designed with your pet in mind. With a few back-to-basics principles put in place, every outdoor space has the potential to be canine compatible, environmentally friendly, and beautiful. Learn the rules of engagement found here, and you can create the backyard of your dreams. It is possible to do so without yelling until you’re blue in the face, without chasing your dog from one corner of the yard to the other, and without spending weekend after weekend patching bare spots in the lawn.

Consider this book the start of a journey to a more peaceful outdoor coexistence with your pet. That begins, in chapter 1, with gaining greater insight into who your dog is (including the purpose for which his breed was developed) and why he uses your outdoor space the way he does. By understanding who your dog is, why he acts the way that he does, and how he moves about outdoors, you can learn to balance his needs with your own needs and, by doing so, turn your yard from a war zone into a lush and beautiful oasis.

The following chapters show you how to accomplish just that. Topics covered include information on how to choose plants that possess both beauty and dog-tested durability, a task that presents the greatest challenge for most beginning gardeners. Dogscaping is full of solutions for this problem—telling you about winning plants that can be found at most nurseries in the United States—and for many other problems you may face. Be aware, however, that some of the plants recommended in this book have the potential to cause adverse health effects; plant poisoning may or may not be a concern with your dog. Much of the risk lies in your dog’s personality and how he uses your outdoor environment. If in doubt about a plant, consider the personality of your dog, and consult your veterinarian.

Maintaining a planted environment that is not hazardous for your dog makes for a steep challenge in several ways. In the pages of this book, you’ll also find out how to keep your pet safe and your environment clean through organic weed and pest control. You’ll discover as well how to give your plants a boost with organic fertilizers so they will have a fighting chance against canine chaos.

Don’t let yourself be intimidated by the notion of organic gardening, which often conjures images of hard, intense labor in an age in which chemical weed control and fertilization hold the appeal of instant gratification and ease of use. Natural alternatives can be far easier to use in gardening and lawn care than you may imagine—and often can be made inexpensively from ingredients that you may already own.
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In Dogscaping, you’ll learn the basics of how to take yard waste and turn it into your own supergrowth fertilizer. You will get tips on how to keep your flowers and shrubs looking their best, and you’ll discover how to give your lawn a boost and grow an abundance of organic fruits and vegetables. The book also covers landscaping with decks, gazebos, and other structures.

In addition, in various vignettes throughout the book, real organic gardeners will share their secrets about outdoor life with their organic dogs. From the concrete jungles of Los Angeles to the north shore of Lake Michigan, dog lovers are finding battle-tested ways of integrating their dogs into their outdoor environments.

Dogscaping gives homeowners—from beginning gardeners to experienced ones—all of the tools that they will need to create an outdoor lifestyle that welcomes their pets, while also providing a beautiful environment in which they themselves can relax and enjoy nature. This book shows you how to respect your dog and your earth while appreciating what both of them have to offer. You and your pooch can go greener with spectacular results.



CHAPTER 1

Balanced Living




 

Living in harmony with your dog begins with acquiring a better understanding of his outdoor needs and desires, as well as your own. A good place to begin is by learning more about your dog’s breed—specifically, the characteristics and the purpose for which it was developed. Is your dog a terrier, with a deep-seated need to dig out hidden prey (involving a lot of yard excavating)? Or is he a sporting breed, with the need for speed, racing from one end of your yard to the other (ripping up grass along the way)?



Because every dog is an individual, not just a member of a breed, you also need to observe how your dog spends time in your yard. What does he do, and where does he do it? Does he regularly patrol the fence line, looking for suspicious characters? Does he have a favorite lounging spot, or two? Where does he usually eliminate?

While you are learning about your dog and watching him scamper about your yard, you should also be considering what it is you want to gain from your yard or garden. By taking a look at the big picture of your dog’s natural outdoor habits and your own expectations for outdoor living, you’ll discover how to begin to make beneficial changes to your outdoor environment. A holistic approach that takes into account your needs and those of your dog represents the best chance you have for creating a harmonious outdoor space.


Decode Your Dog: Breed Characteristics



The purebred dog arose out of the need for greater specialization of man’s best friend. Whether hunters, herders, or companions, each canine breed was developed for specific purposes, to carry out particular jobs. Even though the majority of dog owners no longer hunt with their Afghan Hounds or herd with their Shetland Sheepdogs, each dog’s sense of purpose is deeply ingrained in his genetic code.

That same sense of purpose defines how your dog will use your outdoor space. Discovering your dog’s purpose and how you can accommodate it in the best possible way will form the basis of how you tailor your outdoor space to meet his needs as well as your own. The American Kennel Club (AKC) has divided its recognized dog breeds into seven official groups. Consider which of the following groups your dog fits into and the general characteristics of his group.

MOVERS/PURSUERS: HERDING BREEDS

The Herding Group—which includes the Australian Shepherd (right), the Border Collie, the Old English Sheepdog, the Shetland Sheepdog, and the two Welsh Corgis—consists of active dogs originally bred to round up and move a variety of farm animals. In the absence of livestock, herding breeds often attempt to gently herd their owners, especially small children. Today, people choose these dogs for their intelligence and trainability.
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Understanding the characteristics of individual breeds is key to yard and canine concordance.
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Herding dogs, such as this Shetland Sheepdog, need lots of space for herding and protecting their family.



When designing your outdoor spaces with a herding dog in mind, take into account his desire to actively pursue and herd nearly anything that moves. Fencing or other structures that define and contain your property serve the needs of these breeds best.

Expect these dogs to wear ruts in the grass along fence lines bordering sidewalks, and other areas where they can see people and animals. Their tendency to herd and protect make this habit nearly impossible to break. In chapters 2, 7, and 8, we’ll discuss ways you can accommodate these habits and disguise their muddy side effects with landscape materials and plant choices.

Because many herding breeds also respond well to training and need lots of exercise, owners often teach them a wide range of skills, from catching Frisbees to retrieving balls or decoys. You need to make accommodations for such activities in your yard. Plan to include a long runway for fetching and agility obstacles or a launch pad for aerial Frisbee catching.

HUNTERS/CHASERS: HOUND BREEDS

The Hound Group, which includes such diverse breeds as the Foxhound, Basset Hound (right), Beagle, Bloodhound, Dachshund, and Greyhound, were developed for hunting purposes. By scent, sight, or both, these tenacious hunters will eagerly sniff out and pursue rabbits, foxes, and vermin. As household pets—not used for hunting—these breeds are sought after for their energy, stamina, and friendly personality.

When creating an outdoor space with the needs of a hound in mind, consider adding ways for your dog to indulge his natural hunting and tracking instincts safely and appropriately. For safety’s sake, a fence is an absolute must for a yard with a hound. It prevents wandering: when hounds catch a scent on the breeze or see a squirrel across the street, they are likely to bolt with little regard for boundaries or busy avenues. In addition, the Dachshund, the smallest member of the Hound Group, was bred to hunt and dig for vermin, especially badgers. Pet Dachshunds may like to dig in backyard gardens and lawns or under fences.
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A hound’s enthusiastic howl alerts owners to interesting scents on the wind and possible quarries for the hunt!



 Because wandering and digging habits are the result of generations of selective breeding within the Hound Group, you must have realistic expectations about what your dog can and cannot do. With some extra planning, you can meet your dog’s needs and your own, creating an appealing landscape that also safely contains him.

PATROLLERS/ PROTECTORS: NON-SPORTING BREEDS

The Non-Sporting Group encompasses a wide variety of dog breeds, ranging from protectors and vermin exterminators to exquisitely groomed status symbols and devoted companions. Each breed is the result of the unique human need for traits like safety and companionship. Breeds such as the Bichon Frise (below), Boston Terrier, Bulldog, Chow Chow, Dalmatian, Lhasa Apso, Poodle, and Shiba Inu serve this need with the best of them.
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Non-sporting breeds continue their traditions in the backyard. They are likely to investigate unusual situations and strangers with great interest. In general, they are loyal, gregarious, and full of courage.

An outdoor space that respects the needs of non-sporting breeds reflects the diverse purposes for which these dogs were developed. Fencing that allows them to see their surroundings and investigate neighborhood activity indulges their curious nature while holding back the strangers and wildlife of which these breeds have no fear.
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Expect a non-sporting dog to trample plants close to property lines and fenced boundaries. Avoid conflicts in the yard and garden by giving him the opportunity to patrol his territory, looking for intruders. Disguising a chain-link fence may take more ingenuity if you share your yard with a non-sporting breed that craves an unobstructed line of sight, but there are ways to honor your desires and those of your dog. (See Screening, Running, and Patrolling Paths in chapter 2.)

SPEEDSTERS/RETRIEVERS: SPORTING BREEDS

As a group, sporting dogs were developed for hunting waterfowl and other birds. These breeds, including most spaniels, retrievers (such as the Golden above), and pointers, have active and vigorous personalities. Such attributes make them popular additions to busy households.

Developed to spring into action at a moment’s notice to retrieve fallen ducks or flush a flock of grouse from a stand of prairie grass, sporting breeds exhibit higher energy and activity levels than do most other breeds. In the backyard, their greatest need is vigorous daily exercise.

Crisscrossing lawn and garden spaces at warp speed, these breeds can reduce even the most manicured outdoor environment to a muddy mess in a few short days. Yards designed with these breeds in mind survive and thrive when open spaces are planted with tough turf grasses or replaced altogether with stone pathways. Sturdy woody shrubs and protective barriers around more delicate perennials and annuals guard against the dogs’ active habits without sacrificing the beauty of nature.



While You’re Watching




With notebook and pen at the ready, you can do more than observe your pet’s behavior patterns; you can do some advance planning for plant selection.

Plants thrive when placed in areas that match their sun and shade requirements. Each plant you choose for your garden space has an hourly or intensity requirement. Full sun equates to six or more hours of sun exposure. Part sun/part shade indicates four to six hours of sun. Full-shade plants require four or less hours of indirect or dim light.

Note where the shadows fall across your lawn, as well as the time of day you made the observation. Record the amount of sunlight potential flower beds or vegetable gardens usually receive at various times.

Before long, you’ll have a complete sun/shade map of your outdoor space to further help you narrow down plant choices.



Sporting breeds present the most difficult challenges when homeowners are creating a harmonious landscape. However, as the following chapters will discuss, you can accommodate their active habits while maintaining the beauty and functionality of your yard.
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Secret to Success: Understanding the Individual




Not every dog fits so nicely into the seven AKC categories. Mixed breeds (such as this Husky/Mastiff mix) often reflect one or more of the official breed groups, and purebreds themselves may behave contrary to their genetics, depending on their level of socialization and training. From time to time, dogs just have quirks. A Labrador Retriever may behave more like a terrier—tenacious and fearless—or a Scottie may live under the assumption that he was born a hound—howling at fresh scents on the breeze.

The important point to remember in the beginning stages of planning a harmonious yard and garden is you need to learn your dog’s particular characteristics and behaviors and keep them in mind. If you ignore those needs and plan for a beautiful landscape for beauty’s sake, you’ll end up in constant conflict with your dog.
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POUNCERS/DIGGERS: TERRIER BREEDS

The Terrier Group was first developed to control vermin and provide food. As hunters and killers of rats, mice, and other woodland creatures, terrier breeds possess special personality traits: courage, determination, and spunk. These often feisty, energetic breeds range from the diminutive Scottish, Norfolk, and Cairn to the spirited Soft - Coated Wheaten (left), the majestic Airedale, and the powerful American Staffordshire.

In the home and yard, these dogs typically will not tolerate the presence of other dogs and are always ready for a boisterous confrontation. As a consequence, backyards require fencing
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