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For those who prepare not for the war they wish to fight,

but for the war that is coming.

And for every soldier, sailor, airman, and marine

who served in the wars this book examines —

your sacrifice was real, whatever the strategy.
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Foreword

There is a particular kind of strategic tragedy that unfolds not in a single catastrophic moment but across decades of incrementally reasonable decisions — each sensible in isolation, each contributing to an edifice of vulnerability that only becomes fully visible when it is nearly too late to dismantle.

This book is about that kind of tragedy.

The United States of America is, by virtually every conventional measure, the most powerful military force in human history. It possesses unmatched expeditionary capability, the world's most sophisticated intelligence apparatus, the deepest defense industrial base, and a network of alliances unparalleled in modern geopolitics. None of that is in dispute.

What is in dispute — what this book argues with evidence, rigor, and urgency — is whether the United States has been optimizing the right capabilities for the right conflict. The answer, this analysis concludes, is that it has not.

For three decades following the Cold War, America's military was shaped by the demands of counterinsurgency: Iraq, Afghanistan, the Global War on Terror. These were not frivolous conflicts. They consumed real lives, real treasure, and real institutional attention. They were, in their time, the urgent demands placed upon a superpower that had inherited responsibility for a unipolar world.

But while America was mastering population-centric counterinsurgency, a different kind of adversary was conducting a different kind of study. Chinese military planners watched American operations with methodical, patient attention. They identified dependencies. They mapped vulnerabilities. And they spent those same three decades constructing a military architecture designed for one specific purpose: to prevent the United States from effectively bringing its conventional military power to bear in the Western Pacific.


They built it, in other words, to defeat the America that would show up.


This book examines that strategic divergence — its origins, its mechanics, its current implications, and the narrow window that remains for effective American response. It is not a work of pessimism. The author believes the window remains open. But it is a work of urgency, because that window will not remain open indefinitely.

The central geographic and strategic focal point of this competition is Taiwan. The central temporal focal point is the period around 2027. Both are examined here with the seriousness they deserve.



Research Question & Thesis Statement


RESEARCH QUESTION: Has three decades of counterinsurgency-focused military strategy left the United States strategically unprepared to deter Chinese aggression in the Indo-Pacific — and can American defense posture adapt in time to meet the 2027 threat window?




THESIS: While the United States spent thirty years refining counterinsurgency doctrine through the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, China systematically developed its Anti-Access/Area Denial strategy to exploit precisely those gaps — rendering America's carrier-centric, expeditionary force structure ill-suited for high-intensity conflict in the Western Pacific. Unless the United States rapidly reorients its defense posture toward distributed lethality, long-range precision strike, and credible Taiwan deterrence, China's military modernization trajectory signals a closing window for effective competition along the First Island Chain by 2027.




Prologue: The Desert That Changed Everything

January 17, 1991 — 0238 Hours, Baghdad Time

The air defense radar operators in Baghdad had been watching the screens for hours. The coalition air campaign had been building for days, and everyone in the Iraqi military knew something was coming. What they did not know — what they could not have known, because nothing in the history of warfare had prepared them for it — was the precise nature of what was about to happen.

At 0238 hours on January 17, 1991, the first wave of strikes began. F-117 stealth fighters — aircraft that, in theory, should not have existed given the laws of physics as Iraqi engineers understood them — appeared over Baghdad and released precision-guided bombs onto carefully selected targets: command centers, air defense nodes, communications infrastructure. The bombs hit within meters of their intended impact points. Not within hundreds of meters. Within meters.

Simultaneously, BGM-109 Tomahawk cruise missiles — launched from ships and submarines hundreds of miles away, guided by terrain-matching navigation systems and satellite positioning — threaded their way through Baghdad's streets at low altitude, turning corners, avoiding obstacles, striking individual buildings with a precision that observers on the ground described as almost surgical.

When the ground offensive finally came — on February 24, 1991 — it lasted one hundred hours. Coalition casualties were measured in the hundreds. Iraqi casualties were measured in the tens of thousands, with an additional 80,000 taken prisoner.


The world had witnessed the demonstration of something genuinely new: a qualitative revolution in military affairs so complete that the very concept of conventional military competition with the United States had been rendered obsolete.


Someone Was Watching

In Beijing, the reaction was not triumph or celebration. It was alarm. Chinese military observers compiled detailed assessments of what American technology and doctrine had achieved. Those assessments reached a conclusion that was as uncomfortable as it was unavoidable: if the United States could do to China what it had done to Iraq, the PLA was not a credible deterrent.

The question that confronted Chinese military planners in the aftermath of Desert Storm was not whether they could match American conventional military power. They could not. The question was whether there was another way. There was. And the answer to that question would, over the next three decades, fundamentally reshape the military balance in the Western Pacific.
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The Thirty-Year Distraction

Chapter One: Victory Disease and Its Consequences

The Unipolar Moment and Its Illusions

The phrase 'unipolar moment' was coined by the columnist Charles Krauthammer in a 1990 essay written as the Cold War was ending. Krauthammer argued that the United States had emerged from the Cold War as the sole superpower — the only nation with the military, economic, technological, and diplomatic reach to shape events globally.

For a period following the Soviet collapse that lasted roughly from 1991 to approximately 2008, the United States enjoyed a degree of structural power in the international system unprecedented in modern history. No rival could contest American conventional military dominance. The American economy, at over twenty percent of global GDP, dwarfed all others.

This dominance fostered a particular kind of strategic complacency that proved, in retrospect, enormously costly. The question of what threats might challenge American primacy received insufficient systematic attention during the years when the answer was still being determined and when countermeasures might still have been effectively implemented at manageable cost.

The COIN Decade: How a Doctrinal Revolution Consumed a Generation

The September 11 attacks changed American strategic priorities with a violence and decisiveness that no deliberate policy choice could have achieved. Within weeks, American special operations forces were operating in Afghanistan. Within months, the Taliban government had collapsed. Within two years, the United States had committed to a second major campaign in Iraq.

The institutional response was comprehensive and, within its own terms, impressive. The Army invested heavily in cultural training, language capability, civil affairs operations, and the human intelligence networks required for effective counterinsurgency. The Marine Corps developed new approaches to small-unit operations in complex urban terrain.

The 2006 Field Manual 3-24, Counterinsurgency, represented the culmination of this effort — a sophisticated, historically informed, intellectually serious attempt to codify the lessons of successful counterinsurgency campaigns from Malaya to the Philippines to Vietnam.


The Field Manual's influence on military culture, promotion patterns, acquisition priorities, and institutional focus was total. A generation of officers built their careers around COIN expertise. And while American military intellectuals were mastering the intricacies of counterinsurgency theory, China was watching.


The Procurement Consequence

Defense budgets tell strategic stories that official documents sometimes obscure. The Mine Resistant Ambush Protected vehicle program — the MRAP — is emblematic of this dynamic. Driven by the urgent need to protect soldiers from improvised explosive devices in Iraq and Afghanistan, the U.S. military procured approximately 27,000 MRAP vehicles at a cost of roughly fifty billion dollars. These vehicles were essential for the conflicts being fought. They were irrelevant to the conflicts being prepared for in Beijing.

Estimates by the Costs of War project at Brown University place total expenditures on the post-9/11 wars — including veterans care, debt service, and ongoing security assistance — in the range of eight trillion dollars. A fraction of that figure, invested systematically in the capabilities required for great power competition, would have dramatically altered the military balance in the Western Pacific.
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— A Declaration of Purpose —
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📕

“For I know the plans I have for you,”

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you,

plans to give you hope and a future.”

— Jeremiah 29:11

NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER

Declared in Faith. Sealed at Divine Completion.

In Jesus Name ✝
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