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The sun rises over the savannah in a cloudless sky. “This is going to be another hot day!” mother zebra complains.“It’s been a while since the last rain!”

Zaki the little zebra would like to play with his friends but it’s too hot and there is only one tree left to protect them from the scorching sun.
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“I’m hungry! My belly is grumbling!” one of his friends cries. “What do you mean? The savannah is covered in grass!” Zaki chews a big clump of dry grass.

But soon he screws up his face and spits it out “Yuck! That’s disgusting!” they all laugh “We cannot eat this grass anymore!”
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It’s time for the herd to move to richer lands. “Stay close to me” Zaki’s mom warns him. But as they start moving all the black and white stripes are very confusing.

In a blink Zaki finds himself lost in the herd. He runs back and forth and finally reaches his mother’s side. What a scare!
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Zaki is getting hungry. “There are green leaves up on that tree!” he exclaims with enthusiasm and he runs toward the acacia tree, but the leaves are way too high for him!

“I can’t reach them!” he cries at the bottom of the tree. How lucky the tall giraffe is, she eats them all in one bite!
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Many other animals are moving together. “Peek-a-boo!” a little gazelle pops out of the grass and gives Zaki a start.

“You scared me!” the little zebra chuckles at the joke. “Would you like to play with me?” asks the gazelle. Zaki can’t miss out on the chance of having fun!
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“Look, there’s something sparkling over there!” exclaims the little gazelle “it’s a pond!” and they run in excitement, ready to drink some water.

“Stop!” the gazelle screams. Zaki steps back. Something strange emerges from the water... it’s a crocodile! The two friends zip away. Just in time!
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Some hippos nestle in a mud puddle and Zaki wants to play a joke on his friend. He approaches the puddle to splash the little gazelle, but the ground is too slimy under his hooves.

SPLASH! He falls head over heels. “Ah ah ah!” the little gazelle is split with laughter, this is the best joke ever!
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The night is coming and the giant bright moon lights up the savannah. The lions’ roars echo from far away. The little zebra is very tired but he can’t sleep.

“Don’t worry baby” his mom reassures him “I’m here with you” she gently touches his head with her velvet muzzle and Zaki falls asleep.
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The next day the herd moves at the break of dawn. “How long does it take to get to a better place?” Zaki asks impatiently “and is this the right way?”

Everyday the landscape looks just the same. A bird is scratching about and the little zebra asks him directions. “You are really close, you just have to cross the canyon!” and he adds “Good luck!”
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The herd enters a bottleneck surrounded by high rocks. “Stay close to me” Zaki’s mom says “and don’t worry about the hyenas”. Up on the rocks several of hyenas are laughing and looking down at the zebras with greedy eyes.

Fortunately the end of the canyon is close. The bird was right, they have been lucky!
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The canyon opens up onto a sweeping green valley. “Wow!” Zaki breathes deeply. This journey has been the biggest adventure in his life!

He saw many new things and places on the way and he met a new fellow traveller and friend so now he is ready to start a new life. “It’s wonderful!” the little gazelle jumps by his side excited.
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“There are many trees for shade and so many little hiding places to play hide and seek!” Zaki looks around as he jigs about. The gazelle chews a big clump of grass.

“There is a lot of food and water” and this time there are no crocodiles waiting for them in the river so they hop into the water and playfully splash each other.
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